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MADAME D'ARBLAY. 



1. 



ICWAOLAV tpeaks of the appearance of Madame 
D'Axtiijr, — better known, perhaps by her maiden 
■■Bc of Fanny Bumey, — in the ranks of female 
writnvAS an important epoch in the literary' histor)' 
of EngUnd. And the truth of this remark will not 
W qoMliancd by any person who remembers that 
ahc ma preceded by Aphra llehn and Mrs. Lennox. 
Bo«c of whose works have lived or deserved to live ; 
thai BMWl of the popular novel* before ' Evelina ' 
vu« tudi aa no woman ought to have written, and 
■• hdy cooJd have written ; and that the horror and 
with which fiction wan recorded by the 
world, or by decent M»ticty Rcncrall) , 
M* without the fullcM justification. Such 
a* were not indecent, and such were few. 
I BOW bt thruwn aside with contempt by ever) 
- n. I 
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schoolboy. Sheridan has happily ridiculed them in 
his comedy of * The Rivals.' "Could you not gct»'* 
inquires Miss Lydia L^anguish, of her servant, 'The 
Reward of Constancy ? ' " " No, indeed, ma'am*** 
••Nor 'The False Connexion?"' •'No, indeed, 
ma'am." -Nor * The Mistakes of the Heart ?'- 
" Ma*am, as ill luck would have it, Mr. Bull said 
Miss Sukey Saunter had just fetched it away. • • .** 
••Well, child, what have you brought me?" "Ob! 
here, ma*am. This is ' The Gordian Knot/ • .• Here 
are • The Tears of Sensibility,' and this is * The 
Memoirs of a Lady of Quality.' " And he puts 
into the mouth of Sir Anthony Absolute an exprev 
siun of opinion which, undoubtedly, was endorsed by 
all sober fathers and husbands, and all right-minded 
mothers and wives : — ** A circulating librar>* in a 
town is as an e^'ergreen tree of diabolical know* 
ledge! It blossoms through the year! and, depend 
on it, that they who are so fond of handling the 
leaves, will long for the fruit at last." Kut after 
the publication of ' Evelina ' and * Cecilia,' Miss 
Uumcy might rightly have said. We have changed all 
that. She taught the reading world that a novel might 
be decorous and yet interesting ; she demonstrated 
to writers of fiction that it miqht be and ought to 
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be a work of ut. " She first showed," uys MzcatiUy. 
** that a tale might be written in which both the 
(aUuonablc and the vulgar life of London might be 
exhibited with great force, and with broad comic 
hwnoor, and which yet should not contain a single 
bne iaconuatent wiih rigid morality, or even with 
virgin delicacy. She took away ihe reproach which 
lay on a most useful and delightful species of com- 
poaitMNt. She vindicated the right of her sex to an 
•qnd kharc in a fine and noble province of Icttcrit." 
b ia ool too much to say that to Mi!>& liumcy wc 
•wc, aore or tcu directly, the masterpieces of Mi&s 
Aoaten and Uiui Kd|;cworth, of Charlotte itiont^, 
Mn. Gaskctl, Mn. Oliphant, and George Eliot. As 
is tbc case with many pioneers, she hah been 
eclipsed by her succeswr^. Readers of ' Adam Ilcdc * 
and 'Jaoc liyre ' — even readers of 'Castle Katkrcnt,' 
«ad * Pride and Pnjudicc,' — will hardly care fur the 
haOKNin of ' Cecilia ' and ' Evelina.* The new school 
of Doveltsta paints with a mote ptiwcrful hand and 
IB decfwr colours, on a wider canvas, and from a 
tiuadM field of vision. >liss Kumey ciuld no 
■en have achiex'ed the subtle analysis of character 
mtti OMtives which we find in ' \'illctte,* than hi-r 
iwim eooM have appreciated it. but bccau%c ilie 
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has been left far behind in the race, it must not 
be forgotten that it was she who pointed out the 
road. And the thousands and tens of thousands of 
Enf^lish-speaking men and women who have been 
cheered or taught or amused by the successful 
efforts of the later novelists owe an immense debt 
of gratitude to the unassuming lady who accom* 
plished for the English novel that work of restorm* 
tion and purification which Jeremy Collier accom* 
plished for the English drama; and accomplished it 
in a *• better way." 

And if Fanny Bumey*5 novels are not read now, 
it is not because they are not worth reading. They 
have been pushed aside by works of greater force 
and passion, and deeper interest ; but they ha%-e 
merits of their own, and those merits are consider- 
able. As one of her successors says, their cbarra 
has not departed with the manners they painted. 
They still supply us with lively, striking, and 
faithful pictures of English society during the last 
quarter of the iSth centur}*. They still amuse by 
their delicate delineation of the weaknesses and 
absurdities of men and women. Miss Bumey strikes 
no poifterful chords of feeling ; she never rises above 
sentiment ; but as she knew her own power, and its 
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1 limiU, ahc never undertaken anything which she 
Dot cany out ; and wc read her two great 
with a pica&ant scn^c of satisfaction. The 
lOjots b interesting ; the situations are well-contrived; 
the chanclers are conceived with insight, and 
kketched with firmness. She paints only manners; 
bat tbe»c she paints with rare delicacy and finesse. 
Her imagination was not active ; but she had a fine 
•COM of humour. With Macaulay wc agree in 
; her a place in the highest rank of art ; but 
think that in the rank to which she belonged 
ha* had few equals, and no superior. Dr. 
I called her a "character-monger"; and the 
flvua ia as just as it is expressive. Her strength 
m Actiaa, like that of Ikn Jon:^on in the drama, 
brjr in the exhibition of human foibles and passions. 
Eadi of her characters in the embodiment of some 
psfticular humour, and each is as strongly marked 
b]r bis speech as Dickens's characters are diitiin^ulshed 
hf their peculiarities of dress or gesture. It follows 
thai. She Ben Jonson, she was must successful m 
coawdj. She had no capacity of tragic passion. 
Macaulay thinks she might have attained distinc- 
tkn in the pathetic ; but her pathos dues not seem 
M ■• to rive above the level of that with whuh 
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genteel comedy makes us familiar. And it could 
hardly be otherwise, considering her deficiency in 
imagination. 

With these introductory remarks we pass on to 
a brief sketch of the life of Madame D'Arblay» who 
may fairly be considered a '' RepresenlmtiTe 
Woman." 

She was descended from the Shropshire family of 
Macbumey, which appears to have been connected 
with the 0'B>Tnes, of Wicklow. At one time pos- 
sessed of considerable estates, the MacBume>^ had 
shown a truly Irish ingenuity in getting rid of them. 
A Mr. James MacBumey ran away with an actreia* 
married her, and was cut off with a shilling. Hia 
father, in revenge, married a second time, choosing 
for his partner no other than his cook, by whom he 
had a son and heir named Joseph. The latter turned 
out a prodigal, and soon placed himself on a level 
with his disinherited brother. The latter, dropping 
the initial syllable of the family name, settled at 
Chester as a portrait-painter; the former betook 
himself to Norfolk, and turned dancing-master. 
There we take leave of him. But of James Bumey 
we cannot quite so quickly dispose. He married ; 
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and hi* wife brought him a son named Charles. 
Chuies, well luwwn as the author of a ' History- of 
Uoac.' became the father of two children, a son 
and ■ dauf;bter; and thus James Bumey, the portrait' 
paiatcr, lived to be grandfather of the author of 
' Evelina.' 

ChaHea Burner, apprenticed to a musician in 
Loodoo, found a liberal patron in a brilliant man 
«f iaahion, Fulk Grcville ; but was compelled by ill 
to abandon the prospects of a successful 
wHSch this good fortune opened up to htm, 
■ad accept Ibe pott of orf;anist at the sea-side town 
of Ljrnn. It was here, on the 13th of June. 1752. 
tbat Fanny Bumey was bom. In her early child- 
hood ab« gave no sif^ of genius. She was demure. 
•ilcat, and so reserved that the friends of the family 
called her " the old lady : " while, as at ei);hl ycan> 
•id abc did not know her letters, her brothers and 
«M«fs preferred to designate her " the dunce." 

la 1760 Mr. Bumey removed from Lynn to l<<jndun. 
■Ihr ha took up his abode in I'oland Street, a dull 
tkanucUara opening oul of Oxford Street. After- 
ward* be resided in St. Martin's Street, in the house 
which bad formerly been occupied by the illusUiuus 
NcartoB. Ir 1761 he lost his wife. At this time 
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his family consisted of two sons, JameSy a midahip- 
man, who in later years rose to the rank of 
Admiral; Charles, a lad at the Charterhoisae 
School ; and four daughters, two of whom were sent 
to Paris to receive their education, while the others 
remained at home. Thus Fanny was left, in a great 
measure, to educate herself. Her father was ex- 
ceedingly affectionate and kindly*natured, but his 
time was occupied by tuition. His work began ml 
7 in the morning, and lasted until ii at nighu 
So absorbing were his occupations that he often 
dined in the hackney coach which carried him 
from one pupil to another, and for this purpose 
always provided himself with a tin box of sand* 
wichcs and a flask of wine and water. The reader 
will suppose that he might have sent Frances where 
he had sent her sisters to be educated ; but he 
seems to have believed that she would incur greater 
risks of pen'ersion to Komanism, owing to her strong 
affection for her grandmother, a Roman Catholic. 
So she was left to her own devices. She learned 
to read, and to take a pleasure in reading ; but 
until one of her sisters returned from Paris, was 
unable to write. Of book-knowledge* therefore, she 
acquired but little. As soon as she could write. 
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, ihc began to compose little poems, tales, 
and fuidcs, though in & character illegible to every 
MM but bcnclf. Thia exercise accustomed her to 
think, and to manhal her ideas in due order. Ad- 
I At all times to her father's table, &he listened 
r to the conversation of the guests who assem- 
)ond it ; and the conversation was well-fitted to 
bcr mind, and to develop her intcUcctual 
For Bumcy's cultivated tastes and amiable 
had procured him admittance into the 
t dtatinpiished hterary circles. At Lynn he had 
1 the favour of Dr. Johnson by the zeal with 
wludi be praited alwa}-* and everj'wherc the ' Kn;;IJsh 
DicUooaiy'; and the acquaintance beini; iL-newed 
and Btivogthencd in London, the muraliitt and the 
■Mnciui frequently prolonged their winlcr>night 
cosvcnationa until the candlcx had burned down 
ta the aocketa, and the tire sank into its last 

Dr. Bonwy'a aociety also included Nnllckenk the 
■nlptor, a convenalionahst of no mean order ; Ur. 
AlBatmag, a wit as well as a physician ; Arthur 
YovBC once famous aa an agricultural aotbority ; 
Mr*. Grcrille, the authoress of the elegant ' Ode to 
Inddlercnce " ; Mason the poet, dramatist, and friend 
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of Gray ; Sir K')bcrt Strange, the engraver, and his 
laughter-loving wife ; Dr. Ilawkesworth, the etsayitt, 
and industriouN man of letters ; Mr. Crisp, a i^nllc- 
man by birth and breeding, and the constant friend 
of the Hurncy family ; and the versatile GarricL 
The last-named was not the least welcome* and 
while his rallies of wit delighted the elder mem* 
bcrs of the brilliant circle, his powers of mimicfy 
were freely exercised for the amusement of the 
younger. 

Fanny Bumey. with her quick eye for the humooTi 
of mankind, ft^und here a constant field for obften'a* 
tion. Hut that nothing might be wanting to her 
studv of human character, the house in St. Martin's 
Street, — presided over in due time by a second Mrs. 
Hurncy, — l>ccamc the rendezvous of the musical 
world of London. In Macaulay's picturesque phrase* 
the greatest Italian singers who visited England, 
regarded Dr. Hurnty as the dispenser of fame in their 
art. and exerted tl.emselvcs to obtain his suffrage. 
Ilcnce he uas alilc to give, with scarcely any out* 
lay. concerts of tl.c choicest excellence. Ilis musical 
reunions uerc all ** the rage." and attracted peer^ and 
peeresses, statesmen, men and women of fashion, 
and the lions (it the seavm. such as Hnice^ the 
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Abj-Mtniu) traveller, fresh from the sources of the 
Bioc Nile, and Omat, the gentle Tahitian, whom 
Captain Cook bad brought from bis far-off island, 
■Dd Cowper celebrated in tuneful verse. On one of 
I, — probably a fair specimen of the 
little drawing-room contrived to 
late Lord Sandwich, the "Jemmy Twitcher" 
■f the poet, the lover of Miss Ray. and the First Lord 
•f the Admiralty ; Lord and Lady Mount Ed^umbe. 
laOvi Aahbnmham, Lord Mulf;rave. a renowned 
eOHniaaear, and M. de Guides, the French Ambas- 
mdim, of whom some said that he was more successful 
m Ion than in diplomacy, and owed more to his 
hBDdMMBe person than his powers of mind. But the 
gital tbow of the night fsays Macaulay] was the 
KsMsaa Ambasaador, Count Orloff, whose cif;antk 
ipuc was all in a Male with jewels, and whose 
9cphimn ferocity could be detected beneath a thin 
iHBMb of French politeness. As he stalked about the 
Mun apartment, almost hmshini; the ceiling with his 
^ifitt tbe girU whispered to each other, with mineled 
and horror, " that he was the favnuted 
r of his aufTust mistress ; that he had borne ihc 
r part in tbe revolution to which she owed her 
1 that his huge hands, now f^lilterinc with 
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diamond rings, had given the last squeeie to the 
windpipe of her unfortunate husband/' 



With such abundant material to work upon» we 
not wonder that Frances continued her literary dforts. 
The shy girl of sixteen, who never opened her lipa 
" in company/' was carefully noting the peculiaritict 
of the motley throng that passed before her» and 
already making use of them in efforts at fictitioai 
narrative. In London her "study** was a Ultk 
playroom up two pair of stairs, which sheltered the 
toys of the younger children. During the annual 
excursions of the family to Lynn, she took refuge 
in a summer-house called " the Cabin " ; and there, 
in secret, read to the favoured ears of her sister 
Susannah, the premature productions of her lively 
fancy. 

Though she took ever>' precaution to escape 
discover)*, she could not long conceal her occupatioo 
from her mother-in-law's vigilant eye ; and as the 
work of authorship was considered disgraceful to 
a \%oman, she undcr\%ent a serious but well-meant 
reprimand for wasting her time in so discreditable 
a manner. It is probable that Fanny was not con* 
vincedy but her sense of duty prompted obedience to 
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ber awther-in-Uw's strictures. So she collected all 
ber precious compositions, and committed them to the 
in the presence of her weeping sister, 
Agamemnon, when he offered up his 
dangfater Iphigenia, made no greater sacrifice. 

She now took to her needle with exemplar^- 
MaUaity, and hemmed and stitched from mom till 
4ew]r eve. But she could not repress the workings 
«f bcr bnc>'. She endeavoured to satisfy herself by 
Itacping • journal ; in vain. Among the incremated 
MSS. had been Ihe 'History of Caroline Evelyn"; 
lad la spite of herMilf, her truant invention would 
t in the conception of the pcrplcxinf; liituations 
!l it was possible to place the &aid Caroline's 
', highly connected on the father's side, 
ihad to vulgarity on the mother's, and thus exposed 
aatapmistic in6uences. She saw with what a 
■iwd of stniRKe characters the motherless beauty 
Ight be sarrounded ; the nide fop, the coarse sea- 
io, the Scotch poet. lean as his own rugKcd hills. 
accd coquette, the silversmiths on Snow Hill, 
tnc hero : and she could not refrain from 
to paper, after it had been wholly com- 
fmai io ber memory, the stor)- of ' Hvelina 1 or. u 
T««iC X.ady's Entrance into the World.' 
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Writings howcvcFt was a difiicult lask« from tbe 
demands made upon her time and her pen by her 
father, who was then engaged in collecting the 
materials for his great work» ' The General HiHocy 
of MuMc* In the summer of 177O1 during hit abaencc 
on a continental tour, Fanny obtained some mooths 
of leisure for her own studies and compositions; but 
on her father's return in the spring of I77l» the was 
ai;ain employed as his principal amanueniia is 
preparing for the press his narrative of hit trmvelt. 
lie set out soon afterwards on another tour of matical 
research in Germany and the low countries. Memo* 
time, the family resided at Lynn and at Chesingtoa, 
where Fanny gradually arranged and linked together 
the dtsj(»intcd scraps and fragments of her story. 
Hut it was not until 1776 that the Mlistory of 
Music' was published, and that Fanny found leisure 
to give * Fvclina * its final touches. She was tbcs 
sci/cd with " an odd inclination to see it in print*** 
and transcribing the precious manuscript in a feigned 
hand, she made an effort, while preser%'ing an 
incognito, to dispov* of it to Dodsley, the celebrated 
b^>k>cllcr. He declined looking at anything anooy- 
mous ; and her brother Charles then carried it to 
a publisher, named Lowndes, in Fleet Street. He 
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[ hiniMlf willing to print and publish it ; but 
iMfC Fenny'* filial tcniples intervened, and she shnmk 
boa completing the contract without her father's 
cootcflt. Scixing a favourable moment, she told him, 
with man>- blushes, thnt she had written a book, and 
that the wiftbed, with his permission, to publish it 
, but that he must not a^k to see the 
lipt. \Vc arc (old that his amazement at this 
I was even surpassed by his amusement. His 
iMKh w*s so gay, that Fanny lost all her fears and 
iMiMiiiiiiiiiiiI, and heartily joined in it. He 
the scheme as innocent as it was 
advised her to be careful in preserving 
ktf a&ooyniity ; and dropped the subject, without even 
Mkiac the flame of the book. M.icautay expends m 
(oed deal of grave morality on what he considers 
Id have been Dr. Bume)''» rcprehcnwble carelessness. 
Oo ao KTious an occasion, he thinks it was his 
^■ty to have %\tK.n his best advice to his daughter; 
to pRircm her from publishmg the book if, un 
•OBOUtiaa, he found it a bad one, and if it were a 
9Bo4 fMke, to ace that she twld it for an adct|uate sum. 
AH this may be true : but Dr. Ituraty ctidcntly look it 
a* a iokc, and had no idea that the demure l-'anny 
\mA wriltta a great novel. He was a^kcd not to 
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interfere, and he complied with the request. So the 
bargain was concluded. For £20 Mr. Lowndes 
became the possessor of ' Evelina,' which made its 
appearance in the ensuing January, 1778. 

" This year," says its author, in her Diary. " was 
usherrd in by a grand and most important ereatt 
At the latter end of Januar>% the literary world was 
favoured with the first publication of the iDgenioiis 
learned, and most profound Fanny Bumey I I doabc 
not but this memorable affair will, in future times, 
mark the period whence chronologers will date the 
zenith of the polite arts in this island ! 

"This admirable authoress has named her most 
elaborate performance, * Evelina ; or, a Young Lady*s 
Entrance into the World/ 

•* Perhaps this may seem rather a bold attempt and 
title for a female whose knowled;;e of the world is 
ver>' confined, and whose inclinations, as well as 
situation, incline her to a private and domestic life. 
All I can urge is, that I have only presumed to trace 
the accidents and adventures to which a 'young 
woman ' if lial)le ; I have not pretended to show the 
world what it ;:eneraliyn, but what it appears to a girl 
of ses'enteen : and \n far as that, surely any girl who 
IS past seventeen may safely do ? The motto of 
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wff cscoM than be taken from Pope's 'Temple of 



* !■ cvvfT work, regard the wriier'f nd ; 

e ihiui ihcy intend.' ' 



Wkh wiulcvcr fccUngs Miss Burney might after- 
ward! rci:ard the publication of her first book, it is 
I thai at the time she was filled with con&idcr- 
e apprebenkton. She dreaded the criticism of 
r frienda and of the public, and when on this point 
\ WBi reaaiured, ahc seems to have cherished a 
kind of distaste to the fiublitity in which 
•he had iarolvcd herself, or rather her offspring. " I 
ban an exceeding odd sensation," ithc writes, 
"arlKtt I consider that it is now in the power u( tiny 
aod tmrj body to read what 1 so carefully hoarded 
«««i faixn my best friends, till this last month or two : 
aad that a work which was so lately lodged, in all 
fancy, in my bureau, may now be seen by every 
taldMr and baker, cobbler and tinker, throughout the 
ikiBt kingdoms, (or the imiUI tribute of ihtccpcnce." 
Tlw prafma of ' Lvehna,' however, was slow at 
I Int. Lowndea, the publisher, was not a man ul 
I ■■dl influcocc I the book had no well-known name 
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* B«tb Guide,' others whispered that Horace Walpole 
ooald tell ill about it. Sir Joshua Reynoldls, who 
had ceased from hii constant labours to read the 

* novel nf the season,' protested he would give 
fifty poands to know the author, Not less curious 
ws Edmund Burke, who had begun to read it one 
mnmiiig at seven, and sat up all night to finish it. 
At hat. Dr. Bumey went to call upon Mn, Thrale at 

What ensued is related by Evelina in her 



** He took the opportunity, when they were alone 
together, of sayinc that upon her recommendation he 
had hiinaetf, as well as my mother, been readini; 



•"Well!' cried she, and is it nut a very prclly 
look? and a \try cle%'cr book ? and a very comical 
■DOk?' 

*• ' Why,' answered he, ' 'tis well enough ; but I 
■m •omethinK to tell you about it.' 

" ' Well ? what ? "cried she; ' has Mrs. Cholmondclcy 
Mad. oat the author ? * 

"'No,' returned he; * not that I know of. but / 
that / have, though but very lately.' 

■"Well, pray let's hear I' cried she, eagerly. *I 

Ml to know him of all things.' 

a— a 
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"How my father must laugh at the him! He 
then, however, undeceived her in regard to that 
particular, by telling her it was 'our Fanny!* for 
she knows all about our family, as my father talks 
to her of his domestic concerns without any reserve. 

" A hundred handsome things, of course, followed ; 
and she afterwards read some of the comic parts 
to Dr. Johnson, Mr. Thrale, and whoever 
near her. How I should have quivered had I 
there! but they tell me that Dr. Johnson laughed 
as heartily as my father himself did." 

What Mn». Thrale knew, all the world soon kncw» 
and great was the wonder when it was found that 
the novel which had won so great and such deserved 
approval by its lively sketches of character, and its 
incisive anaUsis of human follies, was the work of a 
demure and silent young lady. The sensation pro- 
duced has been almost equalled in our own time 
by the astonistiment that arose on the discovefy 
<'f the authorship (»f 'Jane Kyrc.' liut, nowada)% 
the world h.is so much to talk about. The daily 
papers supply it with a succession of fresh topics, 
and cn;:.i;;c its interest for revolutions in the Sandwich 
Islands and social innovations among the Hskimos. 
l.»-day*s wonder treads on the heels of yesterday*!^ 
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I in iti tuin will be displaced by tO'inorrow's. A 
'' ago the ciM was different. It took a week, a 
:, a month, for a piece of news to obtain general 
«. People had time to discuss it in cver^- shape ; 
to take it up a^o and again; to gather the opinion 
ol tbdr neighbours upon it; to make it the subject 
flf the cofiee-houu chat or the drawing-room con- 
«ci«atioa. So ' Evelina' and its author remained 
iar ■ loag time the object of the curiosity and the 
of the town ; and Fanny tiurncy had 
Dot only to taste of the delights of fame, 
Wl thoroughly to enjoy them. There was no risk 
ol bcr immediate supersession by a new favourite. 

She records in her L)iar)- her first intcnicw with 
|>r. Johnson, then the acknowledged dictator of the 
cominoo wealth of letters : — 

•* Soon after we were seated," — this was at Strcatham 
hffc, the teat of Mr. Thrale, now desecrated by a 
ly, — " the great man entered. I have so true 
ration for him, that the ver>' sight of him 
with delight and reverence, notwith- 
> the cruel infirmities to which he is subject ; 
%K he baa almost perpetual convulsive movements, 
Mthcrof his hands, lips, feet, or knees, and sometimes 
if all toftthcr. 
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" Mrs. Thrale introduced roe to him, and be 
took his place. We bad a noble dinnefp and a most 
elegant dessert. Dr. Johnson, in the middle of diiiiier» 
asked Mrs. Thrale what was in some little pies that 
were near him. 

"'Mutton/ answered she, 'sol donH ask yoa 
to eat any, because I know you despise it.' 

** ' No, madam, no,' cried be; 'I despise oothiaf 
that is good of its sort; but I am too proud 
to eat of it. Sitting by Miss Uumey makes 
verj* proud to-day I ' . . . 

"... lie said that Sir John Hawkins and be 
belonged to the same club, but that as he eat no 
supper after the first night of his admission^ he 
desired to be excused paying his share. 

•* • And was he excused ? ' 

" ' O, yes ; (or no man is angry at another for 
bcmg inferior to himself! we all scorned him» and 
admitted his pica. For my part I was such a Idol 
as to pay my share for wine, though I never tasted 
any. Uut Sir John was a most unclubabU man ! * 

** How delighted was I to hear this master of 
languages so unaffectedly and sociably and good* 
naturcdly make uords, ior the promotion of spoft 
and good-humour ! 
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** * And thtft/ continued he, ' reminds me of a 
(coUonan and Udy with whom I travelled once; 
1 nppDW I must call them gentleman and lady, accord- 
■BC to Idrm, because they travelled in their own 
coach and lour horses. Hut at the first inn where 
«« rtopped, the lady called for— a pint of ale I and 
wfaea it came, quarreled with the waiter for not 
Sniaf fall measure.— Now. Madame Duval [a cha- 
lactcr to * Evelioa '] could not have done a grosser 

** Ob, bow everybody laughed ! and to be sure 
] did not glow At all, nor munch fast, nor look on 
oty plale, nor lose any part of my usual composure! 
Bat bow grateful do I feel to this dear Dr. Johnson, 
far DCTcr noniing me and the book as belonging 
«ac to the other, and yet making an allusion 
that «bowtd his thoughts led to it, and, at the same 
tine, that scctncd to justify the character as being 
aalural I But, indeed, the delicacy I met with from 
Imb, and from all the Thralci, was yet more Battering 
!■ ■■ than the praise with which I have heard they 
1 my book." 



Yet aaotber quotation : a breakfast scene : — 

" Dr. Johnson, as usual, came late into the 
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library ; he was in high spirits, and full of mtrtli 
and sport. I had the honour of sitting next to 
him ; and now, all at once, he flung aside his 
reserve, thinking, perhaps, that it was time I sbcmld 
fling aside mine. 

'* ' Mrs. Thrale told him that she intended taking 
me to Mr. T *s/ 

'* ' So you ought, madam/ cried he ; ' *tis yoor 
business to be cicerone to her.' 

" Then suddenly he snatched my hand, and kissed 
it. 

*' ' Ah ! ' he added, ' they will little think what a 
tartar you carry to them ! ' 

•• • No. that they won't ! * cried Mrs. Thrale ; * Miss 
Bumcy l(M>ks so meek and so quiet, nobody would 
suspect what a comical girl she is ; but I belierc 
she has a great deal of malice at heart.' 

" ' Oh. she's a toad ! ' cried the doctor, laughing — 
' a sly young rogue ! with her Smiths and ber 

*' . . . .\ few minutes after, he put his hand oo 
my arm. and ^khaking his head, exclaimed, 

" * Oh. >ou arc a sly little rogue ! — what a Holbom 
beau have vou drawn ! ' 

'"Ay. Miss Hurney.' said Mrs. Thrale, the 
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Holboni beau is Dr. Johnson's favourite; and we 
hsTc aO your chanurtcn by heart, from Mr. Smith 
•p to Lady Loutaa.' 

"'Ob, Ur. Smith, Mr. Smith is the man!' cried 
be. taushtne violently. ' Harry Fielding never drew 
•D (ood a character 1 such a fine vamish of low 
polttcness ) — such a struggle to appear a gentleman ! 
MariuB. there is no character better drawn anywhere, 
ia aay book or by any author.' 

"I almoct poked myself under the table. Never 
iki I feet so delicious a confusion since I was bom ! 
Bat he added a great deal more, only I cannot 
t hi* exact words, and I do not choose to give 



"' 1 aaaore you,* said Mrs. Thralc, ' nobody can An 
Jtmr boolt more justice than Dr. Johnson does; and 
yvt doyoa remember, sir, how unwilling you were to 
i«d it? He took it up. ju%t looked at the first 
latter, mod then put it away, and said, ' I don't think 
1 h>«« toy taste (or it ! ' hut when he was going to 
m a a , I put the first volume into the coac;h with him ; 
ami Ihm, when he came home, the very first words he 
mU to mc ■wtn, ' Why, Madam, lhi» Evchna is a 
■kansiaf creature I ' — and then he teased me to know 
vkMM abc married, and what became of her, — and 1 
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gave him the rest. For my part, I used to read it ta 
bed» and could not part with it ; I laughed at the 
second, and cried at the third ; but what a trick 
was that of Dr. Bumey's, never to let mc know 
whose it was till I had read it I Suppose it had 
been something I had not liked I Oh, it was a vik 
trick ! • 

" ' No, madam, not at all I ' cried the doctor, 
' for in that case you would never have known ; all 
would have been safe, for he would neither have 
told you who wrote it, nor Miss Uumey what you aaid 
of it/ 

*' Some time after the doctor began laughif^ 
to himself, and then, suddenly turning to roe, be 
called out, ' Oft/y ikink, Poll^ f Mn$ has dancid wilk m 
lord ' ' 

" ' Ah, poor Evelina ! ' cried Mrs. Thrale, ' I see her 
now in Kensington Gardens. What she must have 
suffered ! Poor girl ! what fidgets she must have 
been in ! And I know Mr. Smith, too, veiy* well >— I 
alwa}s have him before me at the Hampstead Ball* 
dressed m a white coat, and a tambour waistcoat. 
uorkcd m green silk. Poor Mr. Seward! Mr. 
Johnson made him so mad t'other day ! ** ^^llJ• 
Seward/* said he, "how smart you are dreaaedl 
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wkjrjrou only want a tambour waintcoat to look like 
Mr Smith I " But I am very fond of Lady Lyouisa ; 
I thmk bcr » well drawn as any character in the 
book: to fine, (o affected, so languishing; and, at 
the auBc time, w insolent ! ' 

Sfaertiy afterwards, the great man "seated himseli 
apon a sofa, and calling to mc, said, ' Come, — 
ETeliaaT come and sit by me.' 

** I obeyed ; and be took mc almost in his arms, 
that b, one of his arms, for one would go three 
tMMs, U leaat, round mc, — and. half-iaughinf;, half 
■ oi oMi, be charged mc to ' be a good Kirl ! ' 

" * But. my dear,' continued he, with a verj- droll 
look, * wbat makes )-ou so fond of the Scotch. I don't 
bke you for that; 1 hate these Scotch, and so must 
ynn. I wish Braughlon had sent the dog tu jail 1 
TiMt Scotch dog Macartney.' 

*" • Why, sir,' said Mrs. Thralc, ' don't j-ou 
naMMbcr be says be would, but that he should gel 
MthMfby it?' 

** * Why, ay, tnie,' cried the doctor, sec-sawing very 
* that, indeed, is some palliation for his 
But I must not have you so fond of the 
my little Bumcj' ; — make jour hero what you 
wiD bol a Scotchman. Besides, you write Scotch — 
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you say '' the ovc/' — my dcar» that's not English. 
Never use that phrase af^ain/' 

And so on. All this must have been \'er>' pleaiant 
to " little Burncy ** ; and not less pleasant must luTe 
been the indirect praise extorted from the vain and 
irritable Cumberland, and the warm approval of 
Sheridan and (iibbon, Burke and Wjudham. It tayt 
much for the sobriety and self-control of the 
successful authoress that in all this whirlwind of 
applause she lost nuthinf; of her modesty or womanly 
reser\'e. She was delighted, unquestionably de* 
lif;hted : but her delight sprang; from her sympathy 
with the intense satisfaction of her father and friends, 
rather than from ^ratihed vanity. And, as Macaulay 
says, uhilc flattered by the Kreat, the opulent, and 
the learned ; while crowds followed her along the 
Ste>ne at r>ri^hti»n, and the Pantiles at Tunbhdgc 
Wells, her heart still turned faithfully and lovingly 
towards the little family circle in St. Martin's Street. 
If she carefully r.iftei down all the compliments, 
broad or refined, uhuh were lavished upon her 
evcr)\%herc, it uas for the sake of the pleasure they 
afforded to two or three persons who had loved her 
from infancy, had lo\ed her in obscurity, and now 
rejoiced heartily in her sudden fame. 



Ld OS turn now to the book with which Fanny 
Bmcjr't reputation is indis&olubly associated. 

The heroine, Evelina, seventeen years of age when 
Ibe VkOTf c^iens, is represented as beautiful exceedingly, 
as net lest amiable than beautiful, but, as might be 
I of a young lady in her "teens," deficient in 
She has received her education at the 
I of the Rev. Mr. Villars, who had previously 
I her mother ; a girl of Inw birth who had 
1 a man of rank, undergone all the pains and 
I of an une(|ual marriage, and died broken- 
haftrtcd. Of her father. Sir John Bc-lmunt, she knows 
Mtljr the name ; and she herself \-s called Miss 
DasviUc. Visiting London for the first time, in 
chfls(e of Mrs. Mirvan, the mother of her friend 
Maiia, the is recognised by her maternal grand* 
■odwr, Madame Duval, who forcibly takco possession 
i<Wr. 

TbRfOgli Madame Duval, she is introduced to a 
lace plebeian family, and »<> Tlieodure Hook 
I loved to delineate, the Hraughtons, silver- 
I of Snow Hill, Holbom ; and is t)iu» involved 
to • Ncceaaion of scenes which cleverly tllustrate 
Acianicaof rulgar wealth and i^nunint ostentation. 
Btr MMtbilitKt are outraged by her enforced contact 
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with their coarseness, and she sketches her relati 
in her letters to her friends with all the force a 
acumen of wounded feeh'ngs. ** Mr. Braughto 
the opulent tradesman, *' appears to be about fo 
years of age. He does not seem to want a comn 
understanding, though he is very contracted a 
prejudiced ; he has spent his whole time in the Ci 
and I believe feels a great contempt for all who res 
elsewhere. 

** His son seems weaker in his understanding, a 
more gay in his temper ; but his gaiety is that & 
foolish, overgrown schoolboy, whose mirth const 
in noise and disturbance. He disdains his father 
his close attention to business and love of mooc 
though he seems himself to have no talent, spirit, 
generosity to make him superior to either. ¥ 
chief delight appears to be tormenting and ridicult 
his sisters; who, in return, most heartily desp 
him. 

*' Miss Braughton, the eldest daughter, is by 
means ugly; but looks proud, ill-tempered, and cc 
ceited. She hates the City, though without knowt 
why ; for it is easy to discover she has liv 
nowhere else. Miss Polly Braughton is rather prett 
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tr' ifn^nrnt, very giddy, and, I believe, very good- 
ur«d." 

The two Miu Braugblons are drawn with a really 
yw wrfu l pencil ; every touch tells. Their coarseness, 
Ihdr vulgarity of mind as of manner, and their want 
rf feetiac, w often a concomitant of want of breeding 
^are akilfuUy brought out by contrast with the 
issatc refiaemcnt of Evelina. When they ascertain 
ilut ftbe has danced with Lurd Orville (the hero of the 
tfocy). the elder one cxclaim<i : " Lord, Polly, only 
thtsUi — Miss has danced with a Lord ! " and Polly 
rvpties: "Well, that's a thing I should never have 
thoacht <rf ' >nd pray, Misi, what did he uy to you ? " 
Evelina is proud to accomp.iny the Hraughton 
bmily to the opera; an experience not readily to he 
brcotten. At the entrance lo the pit Mr. llraughton 
«Cen a guinea, but, on learning that it will pay for 
t«D places only, withdrawn it, and takes the young 
ladies to the galler>'. Even there, he considen the 
no sufficient return for his expen- 
** I was never so fooled out of my money 
be exclaims, " since the hour of my birth. 
the doorkeeper's a knave, or this i^ the 
inpoattion that was ever put upon the 
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'MAfoi^'' cried Madame Duval. "I never 
in such a mean place in all my life. Why» it's ai 
hi;;h — wc shan't see nothing/' 

" I thouf;ht at the time/' said Mr. Brauglitoo. 
" that three shillini;s was an exorbitant price far a 
place in the f^allery ; but as we'd been asked to 
much at the other doors, why, I paid it withoot 
many words \ but then, to be sure, thinks I, it 
can never be like any other gallery ; we sluD 
sec s(ime crinkum-crankum or other for our money; 
hut I find it's as arrant a take-in as e%'er I met 
with." 

•• Why. it's as like the twelve-penny gallery at 
Drury Lane." cried the son, *' as two peas are 
t>> or.c an<ahcr. I nc%'cr knew father so bit 

•• I,' rJ/' sail Miss nraii^hton, ** I thought it would 
h.i\i- liccn quite a fine place, all over I don't know 
\\!:at, .ir*.tl d«'n»- (,uitc in taste." 

Sur^lv. the humours of the middle-class liritish 
Philistine, wilh his !./•> j\xc of having his monej's 
I*' rth. utrc n'.\tr more faithfully set before the 
!'. ri'.r. Ilf' ur.. a \<iir.;^' hal^-rdashcr, pa\s his court 
!•. ril!\ lJr.i'.:^h!«r.. nuj.Ji In the disgust of the elder 
•iter uIj" i'^r.r: !'. ^ to l!\chna her sentiments on the 




•abject, protming that Polly cares more for the «lat 
of banc married fint than she doc& for her suitor. 
Afterwards comes Polly with ktr version of the 

" She Ukured me, with much tittering, that her 
vm* in a Krcat fright lest she should be 
fint. ' iio I make her believe that I will.' 
•he, ' for I love dearly lo plague her a 
e; tbooKb, I declare, I don't intend to have Mr. 
Brvwo in reality ; I am sure 1 don't like him hall 
•cU «noitcb — do you, Miss ? ' 

***h ift not possible for me to judge ot his 
' uid I, 'as I am entirely a sintngct to 



Bat what du you think of him, Mihs ? ' 

Wl^, really I — I don't know.' 

Bat da you think him hand&ome ? — nome people 
n to have a good, pretty person ; but I'm 
, far my pan. I think he's monstrous ugly — don't 
Miaa?- 

' I am DO judge ; but I think his person is very — 
wdL* 

' Vtry wtUf Why. pray. Mi«s,' in a tone of vcxa- 
. * what fault can you 6iul with it ? ' 
'Ohl Dooe at all.' 



i 
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'* * Vm sure you must be very ill*natured if jroa 
could. Now there's Biddy says she thinks nothing of 
him — but I know it*s all out of spite. You most 
know, .Miss, it makes her as mad as can be, that I 
should have a lover before her; but she's so prood 
that nfibtnlv will court her, and I often tell her ihcHl 
die an old maid. Hut the thing is, she has taken it 
into her head to have a liking for Mr. Smith at lodges 
on the first tloor : but, Lord, heMl never have her, far 
he's quite a fine gentleman, and besides, Mr. Browv 
heard him say one day that he'll never marr^* as lon^ 
as he lived, for he'd no opinion of matrimony/ 

*• • .And did vou tell vour sister this ? * 

•• • '1^' be sure. I told her directly ; but she did 
H'-t mir.il me; however, if she will be a fool, she 
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All tliis c«>r.vcrsation is vcrj* natural and lively; and 
\I:ss I'l-'.iy's ^*;.ire is (juitc in kcepin;; with her chanc* 
tcr. W't arr .ilterwards introduced to Mr. Smith, who 
\\.\^ I'tt:'. .I'KC'I :•» lend "the first floor" for the 
p:r;^ sf. s .| dsr.r.tr. but consents only to lend it far 
ll'.c !c.i •• n.e Truth is." he informs Mvrlina, "Mia 
I".: ! i\ Ar\ V\\\ t.tke no tare of an\thmg; else, Vm 
^.*:k, tJ.c\ sh .11 *if .ihv.ivs welcome t«» mv room, far 

- • • 

r.'n r.c\cr s.> hajpy as m <jbligin^ the ladies — that's Bf 




■'am ; bot really, the laat time they had 
H, rrnytfaui^ was made so greasy and so nasty that, 
vpon my word, to a man who wishes to have things 
a little genteel, it was quite cruel." 

In the counc of his acquaintance with Evelina, he 
kam* to admire her; but his mode of expressing his 
arfmifmtioii is certainly unconventional : — " Really," 
be say*. " there is no resolving upon matrimony all at 
«acc: what with the loss of one's liberty, and what 
with the ridicule of one's acquaintance, — 1 assure you, 
au'siD, yoa are the fir^t lady who ever made mc even 
4tWBKr apon this subject ; for, after all, my dear ma'am, 
■■rriacc is the devil," — a Npeech which icads as if 
fwnuf Bumey had studied <iomc of the naughty 
«iaMdie» of Congrcve and Faniuhar! He adds: — 
'•Tobesurc, marriage is all in all with the ladies; 
kW with US gentlemen it's quite another thinK- Nmw, 
•■ly pat yourself in my place : suppose you had such 
ttlasfc acquaintance of gentlemen as I have, and that 
jmm had always been used to appear a little^a little 
MMtfl UBong them — why. now, how should you like 
Id let yoancif down all at once into a marncd 

EvcUna** kmrs. Sir Clement Witloughby. the villain 
«< the Mofy. and Lord Orvillc, the perfect hero, arc 
3-» 
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delineated with unfaiiin^ vivacity. The former ift not 
painted in exaggerated colours. He is audacious 
treacherous, untrue ; but he has great polish of man- 
ner, good spirits, and a certain amount of homkomu. 
As fur Lord Onille, handsome, courteous, gaily dressed 
and capable of a good deal of amatory enthusiasm. 
he i> worthy of the heroine. She admires him oq 
thtti first meeting; and a woman's admiration* like 
a woman's pit>, soon ripens into love. He gains her 
confidence b\ protecting her against Sir Clement 
Wilioughby. She cannot ch(K)se but dwell upon his 
graces .ind his \iitues, even when she is rescued from 
the Hraughtons, irom the "\ulgarness" of Madame 
l)u\al. and the coarseness of Captain Mir\'an, and 
su:r( undcd bv all the attractions of fashionable socict% 
Iki \Nhil<.':n tutor, the Kev. Mr. Villars, bids her 
bcua:c of an unrccjutttd surrender of her heart; but 
wl.at IS s);c t" do ? " She saw Lord Or\ille at a baU. 
a: ! i.c was the most amiable of men! She met hin 
a.;.i::. at an tl:cr, and lie had eve^^ \irtue under 
he.ixeii ' " Her l.cart is K"''^ l>e\ond recall. Happih. 
L' I : ()r\i!!e cieLl.ires his affectio:;, and saves her frx>a 
\\,K I .:: ^ .•!»:. regarded l<>\c. At the same time she 
IS atL-r.' \\!cu^.t ! h\ her father, Sii J -hn Hclm^nt. and 
th^s the r '\x\.\ it w^ht ts completed. 



Mattamt D'ArSiay. 37 



BbI froh and tponUMou as i« the comedy of 
* BwHfM,* and lively and natural as arc its characters, 
il has ccaied to find many readers. It U often praised, 
bat. wc 6u)C)'. scldoni read. People take its merits upon 
tnnt. They know that it in included in the library of 
rtandard 6ction, and that is enough for them. It has 
00 real, permanent popularity like ' Fere^nnc Pickle ' 
or 'Joseph .\ndfew&.' The reason we take to be this : 
iu characters arc amusing, but they are not flesh and 
Uood- Each is the type of a particular failing or 
** hniBour," and not such a man or woman as we meet 
with in our walks abroad. — persons in whom fiuny 
hainnrii aic combined, but relieved by at least a few 
(0*4 qualities. On the other hand, they do n«i arrest 
«ar attention by their picturcMiuencss or ideality, or 
•■ type* of a class. Mr. Smith, thcrefarc, and Madame 
DvTsl, and the Braujjhtons have long since passed 
MMWf. We arc all familiar with Comraiidgre Trunnion, 
md Parson Adams, with .\mclia and Lady Ucllasis, 
vilh Pertfrioe Pickle and Tabitha Bramble. They 
i of immortality ; are as living and real 
f as they were a hundred years ago. But Fanny 
f% characters are no longer with us. They 
, with the labcli that distinguished them, 
I iMa the realm of shadows. They belonged to the a^c 
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and society which gave them birth ; whereaa those of 
Fielding and Smollett belong to all time» because thcjr 
are instinct with that humanity which is always the 
same. 




II. 



LcniAKV critidaai has determined that a good 
BOwel, when uUpted to the stage, will make a bad 
piaj ; and eipcriencc has proved that a successful 
ttOTcliat n not ncccsuthly a succc!>sful dramatUt. It is 
tnK that the author of ' The Caxluns ' wrote 
' KJcbclicu ' and 'Money'; but apart from the fact 
that be bad had special opportunities of studying the 
nfMRmcnt* of the stage, we may remark that the 
flqr* an far leu likely to live than the novel i^. The 
gmhm of tbe novcbst is wholly apart and di&tinct from 
•bat al tbe dramatist, while he works under different 
, and with a different object. This fact 
, wai not acknowledged by the critics of I'anny 
f"* day, and they came to the conclusion that 
•■• trto could introduce so much comedy into her 
■■nl coaid not fail to write a good comic drama. 
Tkiy adviacd her, therefore, to write for the stage ; 
mai wittk Murphy, tbe author of ' The Way of the 
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World/ undcrtr>ok to instruct her in stagt*buune«« 
and Dr. Johnson, as author of that most mtlancholr 
nf all traf^cdics. ' Irene,* to advise her upon her plot 
and situations, Sheridan effusively promised to accept 
a play from her hands without even reading; it. Such 
pleasant flatter}- it was impossible to resist. Mtt« 
r»urncv set to work, and wrote and finished a comcdv, 
which she called * The Witlings.' She seems to 
have distrusted her dramatic capacity, however, and 
before placinj^ the manuscript in Sheridan's hmnds. 
submitted it to the judgment of her father and bcr 
friend, •• Daddy " Crisp. I {y both it uas condemned; 
by the latter unsparinL;ly- lie declared that it was 
a tntal failure, that to attempt tr> retouch it would be 
u'.elcss. that it had plenty of wit but not a spau'k of 
interest, that it was ill-constructed, and moreover, that 
It resemblid the I'cmme\ S.i:.i«Vs — uhich, by the 
way, she had ncwr read, — and that she was unable 
to sustain a comparison with Mf>]ii'-re. The authoress 
b«Te the dis.ipp^^-intment with ^o*m\ i^racc. She wrote 
t't Mr. C'lisp in a spirit of frank simplicity: — 

" Well * there are plays that are to l>e saved, and 
rli\s that are n'^t to be saved* so ^;<«<>il night. Mr. 
Dabbler* Kf*^d nii:hi, Lady Smatter, — Mrs. Sapient.— 
Mrs. Voluble, — Mrs. Wheedle, — Censor, — Cecilia.^ 
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yoo, yoD great oaf, Bobby, — good 
■%hl I cood ni^t ! 

** And (ood mominc. Miss Fanny Rumeyl — I hope 
now you have opened your ej'cx for some time, and 
win turt clow them in ^o dmwsy a lit again — at least 
till the full of the moon. 

** I von't tell you I have been absolutely ravie with 
delist at the fall of the curtain ; but I intend to 
take tbc afhir in the tant tnitux manner, and to console 
Byactf for your censure hy this F;rc:itesl proof 1 have 
«*cr ncetvcd of the unccrily, candour, and, let me 
aid. esteem, of my dear daddy. And as I happen to 
km mytelf rather more than my play, lhi« consola* 
tfam h not ■ very triflini* one. 

** A» to all you *ay of my rcputati'>n and •<•> fnrlh, 
I p Mtai ve the lundne«« of your endeavours to put me 
in Inmoar with mvMlf, and prevent my lakini; huff. 
wfakb, if I did, I should deserve to receive, upon nnv 
fecw* trial, hollow praise from you, — and the rest 
iroH the public. 

** A* to the MS., I am in no hurr>- for it, IlesJdeft. 
it eithi not to come till I have preparei) an ovation. 
and the honours of conquett for it. 

" Tbc only bad thing in thi* aflair is. that I cannot 
t of my poor friend Dabbler, by callini; 
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YOU a crabbed fellow, because you write with almott 
more kindness than ever; neither can I (though 1 
\Ts hard) persuade myself that you have not a gma 
of taste in your whole composition. 

'* This, however, seriously I do believe, that wbcD 
nu twn daddies put their heads together to concoct 
for me that hissing, groaning, catcalling epistle they 
sent mc, they felt as sorr>' fur pour little Miss Baycs* 
as she could p'ssibly do for herself." 

Kcc<>;^'ni/in^' her incapacity for the field of dramatic 
com|x*Mtion, Mi>s Hurney addressed herself ooce 
m«>re to the \Nork \Nhich she felt congenial to her 
pmeis. and he^.in her second novel, 'Cecilia/ Her 
l.li•f/ur^ v.crc ir.ttriupted by the affliction which befell 
hci fiierul Mis. Ihrale m the sudden death of her 
l.uNbatiii ; but the f.imous brewery having been sold. 
the Lie\cr a:.*.! mxulI'jus widow resumed her old mode 
ot li:c. ar.d I'anr.v was again a welcome guest at 
Siit.iihain. 1 he new nuvcl was a great advaocc 
up;: ' L\th::a.' \\\ truth, it was, as Macaulay 
dLSi.:;l>es it, a ;:iar.d and various picturc-galler). 
wi.i^:. pcsentcJ tu the eve a lung series of men and 
w- rr.c:., ca^ii maikc.1 hy S')me strong peculiar feature. 

* Aii.'f i\ r:.' -.:.*•:: ^:.^:c aLithor in ihc liuLe of Uu(k.iiKghAA» 
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bnc were ■varice uid prodigality, the pride of 
>d and the pride of money, morbid restlessness 
Borbid apathy, frivolous garrulity, supercilious 
, a DcfliociitUB to lau^h at everything, and a 
Hcraditut to lament over eveiything." It was the 
«orfc of twchx months, and cvciybody who read it 
pronounced the twelve months well 



It mored excitable Mrs. Thrale to alternate tears 
and lani^lcr. It drew from Daddy Crisp a vehement 
guMnaXxit of its absolute success. The i^um paid fur 
the copyright is nowhere mentioned by Miss Burney, 
bat was certainly not less than £2000, and even then, 
the poblishcn must have had a good bargain. For 
when rt was published, in the summer of 17S2, it was 
fVdMaed by everybody, read by everybody, admired 
Iqr CPCiybody. Its reception antitipatcd that which 
«■• •ceorded to Sir Walter Scott's romances before 
■h* ipeO Af the enchanter began to lose its power. 
E criticiBn) was dumb, and by general consent 
enrolled among the great classical 
■ bf Englibh fiction. 



hm accompUsbcd and a lovely woman of twenty. 
rerilii b bdreta to an esute valued at £"3000 a year. 
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<in the sole condition that if &he marries her husband 
shall assume the name of Beverley. During her 
minority, she is left in charge of three guardians, Mr. 
I^ii;^^''* ^ ^"^^^ <jf avaricious disposition, Mr. Ilarrel, 
a n^tdrious prot1i{;ate, and Mr. Delvile, a well-born 
and hau;:ht\ gentleman, who chafes continually at 
his enft>r<.crl ci^nncction with a miser and a prodigal. 
He IS constantly lamenting to Cecilia her uncle the 
Mean's i^^r.orancc of the world, which has led to hit 
I'ting (iis:;iaced hy such inferior coadjutors. Thit 
i. tl.c hurcUn «>f all hi^ discourse; recurring again 
and a:;air. like the leading motive in a piece of 
mi: Nil. 

Mr. M.irrcl shows himself sublimely indifferent to 
\f:. I)e!\;lc\ sentiments; hut not so Mr. KriQ^. 
•.\'.!' let'.^rr.^ sv."rn ifi s*.«»r:j. .tnd nicknames hin 
■ I> n ruff.il ■'.it." C'. cilia re-idis wiili Mr. Ilarrel. 
w);*' Ii\e^ jr. I* «rtm.i:i S.juare, and m.i:ntams a fashion- 
.1^ Ic i^t.tMishrv.tnt. He introduces his ward to the 
r.t::'.? •. : . t 1.:- <.::*.le. I" the supercilious Miss Luson. 
t:.e »; i::i:!i';;n M:%. I..irr>llcs, to Mr. Meadows the 
tr.j..: ::i, av.\ Cij t.i:;; Archj, a lady's man, who 
t::.!: ;it:i sjiech with I'lench words and 

f:.:.i c , .ir.d li<.!:c\cs he has hut to show himictf 
t cnr:'ji:er. 
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Mr. MeadowB i* a capital sketch, and as original in 
con ce ption at clever in execution. Wc quote a scene 
m whkh he appeara : — 

**• Do pfay DOW.' cried Miss Larollcs, ' obscnc Mr. 
Iladmn; oaly just we where he has lixcd himself 
-^a the veiy best place in the room, and keeping 
tlw fire from everybody ! I du assure you that's 
•hray* his way, and it*s monstrous provoking, for if 
oaa'a ever m cold he lollops so that one's quite 
■tancd. But you must know there's another thing 
ha docs that is quite as bad, for if he gets a scat he 
OCTCT offers to move, if he sees one sinking with 
*— *ri" And besides, if one is waiting for one's 
eanucc two hours it^thcr, he makes it a rule 
■*«cr to stir a step to see for it. Only think, how 
• )' 
'These arc heavy complaints indeed,' said Cecilia. 
; at him attentively ; * I sh»uM have expected 
from his appearance a verj' different account of his 
pflnury, for he seems dressed with more studied 
ck(Uicc than anybody here.' 

** * Oh, yes 1 ' cried Miss Larollet ; 'he is the 
MMctoat drcuer in the world ; he ha« the most dc- 
HchtftU taste you can conceive, nob«xl) has half %» 
Cood a faukcy. I assure you tt'> a great thing to be 
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spoke to by him ; we are all of ut quite anf^ 
he won't take anv notice of us.' 

" ' Is your an;:er/ said Cecilia^ laughing, ' in 
of himself or of his coat ? * 

" ' Whv. Lord ! don't vou know all thit time that he 
is an ennuyf} ' 

" ' I know at least,' answered Cecilia, ' that he 
would soon make one of me/ 

" ' Oh ! but one is never affronted with an emmmyi^ if 
he is ever so provoking, because one alwa}*a kaovs 
what it means/ 

•• * Is he agreeable ? * 

•• • Why. to tell ynii the truth — but pray, now, doe^ 
rr.cntinn it — I think him most excessive disagreeable. 
He \:iwns in c>nc's face ever}' time one looks at htm. 
I .'i^'^iirc \<>u, vomctimcs I expect to see hira fall 
f.isl asleep uhilc I am talking to him — for he is to 
irr.mir.stly ah».tr.t he fl«n*t hear one half that ooc 
^\\ '■ ; ^»r.lv c'-r.Lt i\f Iimw horrid ! ' *' 

Mr Mta'lnws ar.fi Captain Aresby flutter round 
( *K\\\\ :tt a r!ist:tr.(r. an^! \%ith n«> serious intention. 
It p. «-?J.mvrc uilh Mr. Arnold, who lovei sic- 
'•T'ly. Kit ul'.o^c !■ vc wms only Cecilu's respect: 
u:!}: Mr. M'TkIh, \\\\^^ endeavours to balHe aD 
**.;t<rs to h'.r h.ir. i ur.t;l he is free tu claim it oa 
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tbc expected death of bis elderly wife ; and with Sir 
Robert Floyer, an ill'condilioned fellow, whose ad- 
iwei, bowerer, are encouraged by Mr. Harrcl. There 
is alao a Mr. Bclficld, a man o{ humble birth but 
tpoA education, whose escort on one occasion Cecilia 
pnlcn to that of the insolent baronet, and thereby 
baoeaMa the nnwitling cause of a duel, in which Mr. 
BaMald ia wounded. 

Tba interest of the plot increases when Mr. Harrct's 
4akc* threaten a catastrophe, and, in his desperate 
•flovta to avert it, he obtains from Cecilia a sum of 
^7yxi, through a cleverly acted atlempt at suicide. 
TIm ktan it of no avail, for Harrcl continues to 
^^Afe, and having contracted a debt of honour 
wWefa be cannot pay, assaults his wife, and extracts 
iBOtlMr ^1000 from Cecilia to save the poor woman 
iran his ill-uugc. She sees that to avoid uller 
rain she mutt escape from her di&honcst guardian. 
Mid ibe determines on removing to .Mr. Delvilc's. 
Haml oAera no objection, but induccti Cecilia tn 
■fsnmfnji him to Vauxhall, where he proposes to take 
hBRflfbcr. 

At Vsuhall he meets with two of his creditors ; 
I, valftr and defiant, and Simplcins, vulgar and 
la a wiU buret of excitement he insists on 
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their huppiiif; uith him. To this strange party comet 
Sti KoLcit MiAcr, and regarding the dunk mitli 
contempt, asks who they are? Harrel replies oolj 
with an invitation that he will make one of them. 
"One amon^ \ou!" exclaims the baronet; ** why. 
\ou (ion't fitne\ 1*11 sit down with a bricklayer?'* 
*' A bricklajer!" retorts Ilarrel; "ay, fture. and a 
hosier ti.o ; sit down, Simpkins, keep your place, 
man.*' Simpkins, the &cr\iic, assents with a bow ; 
but IIi>L>on exLlatms: — "Sir, you may sit down mtk 
a \Noisc man ai:y day in the week! 1 have 
nothin;; I'm asl:ai:icd of, and no man can say to 
* \\ );\ did \i>u su ? * I don't tell yuu, sir» what I'm 
w rth ; r.u one Ims a ri;;ht to ask. I only say. three 
lin:ts l:\e is tifutr.. that's all.'* 

n.e wliiiic ••:' this scene is told with wondcffal 
cli.iiL.itiL {•■:lc. .ir.d tlieie .tie tew thinj^s mure stnkxnc 
ir. c.i:!) I::.^i: -:. f.^ti'^n. The reader peruses it mith 
lii.itLlc ^ i:.ti:L t, the elimax of uhieh is reached 
\ii.(.r. ::.'. r.^: (.:./:!(. ;^.i:r.Mer, attir hastiU kissing hift 
%\ii*. II. i.t.>. .iv..i\ Hi n) the lamp-lighted garden, and 

Cc«.:ii. Kt. -.(.:!; ;s r. w free to transfer herself to 
l^cAiL La-^ilc. Hut she " n.Lets her (ate** m 




Mor timer Ddvile, who is as accomplished and hand- 
MMMC M a youDg lady could desire. But the course 
•ff trac love DO more runs smooth in Miss Uumey't 
Bovcli tlua elicwbcre. Cecilia loves, it is true ; and 
Ddvile lore*, it i% true ; but the latter makes no 
avowal, and between the l«ro obstacle after obstacle 
I* tnterpoaed ; aa. first, her supposed attachment to 
ywi^ Bclftfid : aecood. an imaginar>- engagement 
wkh Sir Robert Floyer ; and last, and most serious, 
Ac impofcubility thai the heir of the Dehnlc^ should 
1 bii proud name for that of Beverley. On 
this last unworthy difhculty Cecilia 
adipnatly abandons the roof of the pompous Uclviln. 
mti ictnmt to Suffolk. She is followed by Mortimer 
Delvik, wbo overhears her confessing her love (or 
Hm to Fiddc, a favourite doi;, and breaking in upon 
her privacy, extorts her consent to a secret mamaKc. 
Skt h ol ngc and her own mistress; but in want of 
a CncBd she reveals her intcolion to Mr. Moncklun, 
•( phuet design upon her hand and fortune &he i« 
ametmrniHy ignorant. With Mn. Charlton, a com- 
faaioa, ahc meets Dclvile at a certain Church, and the 
■■niige-^ercmony begins. Findrng hcmcH paM all 
p«««r flf rctractinc. she soon ceases to vn%h (or it, and 
taraa ha whole attention to " the awful service ; " 

4 
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to which, tlutu^h she listens reverently, her deep lo\c 
for I^clvilc enables her to listen "without terror." 
Hut when the priest arrives at the injunction, '* if an\ 
man can show just cause • . • let him now speak, 
u; ti'.c I'.cicafiLT for ever hold his peace;'' what arc 
h(i cnu>t:<>ns to hear a shrill female voice in the 
(liNt.ir.^L c>Llaim» '' I do!" The ceremony it im- 
\\\\. \\.\\\,\\ sii'i'peil. The astonished priest shuts up 
V,\- bixK tn it.^ard the intended bride and bridegroom. 
I>cl\iii tuM.s with amazement to see whence came 
the linv.c'IcPiTK sr und ; and Cecilia, aghast » and struck 
w:th i:(::ii:. faintlv sluicks, and catches hold of Mrv 
C l;ailtt';i. 7*.i'.Vj;i 

\ ■ iLc ui'.wcicome interlocutor does not come for- 
w.i:.!. \\t kn«iw no rcasi»n why the cercmonv should 
!.••: !..i\L I :i*LCt:dt'd : hut Cecilia, apparently, has 
re '. :\t. i .1 t.ttal wiruiul to her piidc. She returns, 
ir.:! .t::iv>!, to S.:tfM!k. Immcdiatclv arrives Mn. 
l» ...'•.. wi.'» l.as L'intii\cd to funi out everything, 
•i: ■ i.'. : .utL.T.alc app-ciN to Cc(. ilia's pride and 
ti' ii:. . ;: ^ liii a t< i:ii.il icr.unciation of the un- 
: :.. ..*.'. M ::::.(.!. \\k w L.wlcd i:i to hear his doom; 
i .' .'.i.:.:.; :! j .ins; .iMttlv. p:ii\t>Kf. his mother 

t> a:: <.\.t. ' •-: aii^cT that si;e breaks a blood* 

\ '.!. I:.'. \'...k\ . t!.a: ;!.(.r. sci/ts tuni temporarily 
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v r m aa a* hb Ion for Cecilia ; the two part with a 
•okflu vow to meet no more unless the mother's 
eoaamt can be obtained. 

It will be seen that here already is plot enough 
and incideat enough, to furnish forth a couple of 
modero 00%-cli. But Miss Humey continues to " pile 
up ** the tatcrcat. Cecilia, having attained her majority. 
repaint to London to take (he necessary- steps to 
reliere bcr guardians of their responsibility- Her 
interview with Mr. Delvile js not agreeable. Hin 
pc^oiice against her auumca the proportions almost 
of a OMKMiBania. He accuses her of a pasMon for 
jrtiOBg Belfield, and of having spent the f;rcater part 
tA bcr j£lo,ooo upon him. She meets the accusation 
witll a ftnn dental. He then resorts lo Mrs. BclficId- 
The good lady wishes to know the name of her 
viaicor. ** I am seldom obliged to announce myiclf." 
ia the pompoos reply; "nor is there any prc»nt 
Mccaaitjr 1 abootd make it known. It is sufficient lor 
■• to uaure you that yuu are speaking to no vcrj 
. and probably to one you will have 
e to meet with again." After some further 
, the following dialogue ensues, to which 
in the adjoining room with Miss 
I'l"-'! haa tbt pleasure of listening :— 

4-» 
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" Has Mr. Hclficid made any proposals to a younc 
ladv of fortune ? " 

'* 'Lack-a-day. no, sir/' answered Mrs. liclficld, 
to the infinite relief of Cecilia, who instantly concluded 
this question referred to herself. 

"I he^ your pardon, then; f;ood morning to ytm. 
ma\«m.'* s;«i(l Mr. Delvile, in a tone that spoke ha 
(iisappomtmcnt ; but added, "and there is no 
\ounL' r(:rs<'n. vou sav, who favours his 
Mons ? *■ 

••Dear sir." tried she. "why. there's nobody hell 
s" much as put the question to ; there's a youn< 
la.l> at this very time, a ^reat fortune, that has 
as much rr.inii to him, I tell him. as any man need 
Jt :rc t<' ^cc ; but there's no making him think it, 
ih< ::^'i; lie li.is been bruu^'ht up at the university. 
ar. : k:*.' *'\^ ii.oit: al>«>ut all the thmv^s, ur as mack 
a- ar.'.l^ ^i'. ir. ll:c kir.j's dominions." 

"Oil' ::.(.:.." Lricd Mr. Delviie. in a voice of tar 
r.:t: i ::.; !.!< (.r.L\. "it is not (»n tiie side of the 
\ .• .• -A :: ir: !:;.ii the (lithcultv seems l«i rest ' " 

' I. : : * r. . - :r . h.c mii^lit h.i\e had her ai^ain aod 
a^' i::.. • : ■;. : : .i-kir:;^. She li'Und him out, sir. wbca 
r. t • :.e i! K. • • v^u natural friends ci^uld tell « 
i:: ::.t w rll lie v%.is ijiine. She was the hrst. 



Madanu l^Arbiay. 53 

tell roe news of him, though I was 
Love, sir, U prodif^ious for quickness ; 
il can Kc, I sometimes think, through bricks and 
Mortar t" 

After I few more sentences, Mrs. Belfield mentions 
the rcpofl that Cecilia was to have "young Mr. 
Dchilc, one of her f^ardian's sons." 

" 1 am KMT)- report was so impertinent," cried* Mr. 
Ddrillc, with much displeasure ; " youn;; Mr. Delvjle 
ia not to be disposed of wiih so little ceremony — he • 
kasw* better what is due to his family." 

"Lordl sir," answered Mrs. Bclfidd, "«h.-it should 
U* funily do better? I never heard they were any so 
ridl. and 1 dare say the old gentleman, being her 
IS, took care to put his son enough in her 
bowwer, it came about thai ihey did not make a 
bofit, for. as to old Mr. Dclvile. all the world 



" All the world takes a very great liberly," an^nly 
intcfmpted Mr. Delvile, "in saying anything about 
hia : and you will excuse my informing you that 
I erf his rank and consideration is nut lightly 



b Is a favMoriu rail of Mim llumn't. U'e era* «»o "f 
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to be mentioned upon ever}* little occasion that 
tjccurs.*' 

*' Lord ! sir,*' cried Mrs. Hclficld, somewhat surprised 
at this unexpected prohibition, " I don't care for ray 
part, if I never mention the old gentleman's name 
a;^:iin ! I never heard any f;ood of him in my life. 
tor tlicy sny he's as proud as Lucifer, and nobody 
ki'.mws what it's of; for they say — '* 

•' 7/':/^' say,** cried he, firin;; with ra^c, "and iftho 
aic ;/;.;; .- He so ^rxul as to infi»rm mc that ! '* 

r»i;t \\\\\ rtcd uc ^ay m«»rc ; The experienced 
I*, elf. r will fill LCI tain t})at Miss Hurncv contri\T% 

m 

I" l:r.'! a w.i\ m1 e*-capc Imt lur hiroine out of the 
I'lr; !t\::i'js in whiLJi she !:as s«> in;;cn:nusly invohed 
;.•:. M:s. Ik!-. ilc' . afftLti-'H T'T I'.ir N-»n o\cri:omes her 
j:.l'. .i:; I !.•. j'l-p-i-^i.-^ tint CcLiha shall marrj' him. 
.1' > ?:•> L. ::.:.• \ .»■ s'.;::'.e Ikt nanu-. f-'ifeil the decanal 
:: ! ' r::.i:..r. W':::; rare stll-aliiii^.ilinn Cecilia core- 
; '■ . .i:: ! !!;r :v..i::i.i^'v is privatL-ly cclehratcd, wilh- 
■ .' ^!:. !»(.!'.;!« *•. kp. -w Il-'!:;c. Allri t!»c i:crcmoa\. 
**' . I't!'. :!c a: ! !.< ! vj-r. prijaic t^ start for the 

< ■' '. \\.\ :■ : til n :. :,it:.:: ii lit: !:calth ; uhilc 

< !:.i • r.Lc :••■ :■ nturi: . I • S.ift««Ik. It is not lon|C 
?•: :' ^l • Ic.iir-.s ih.it 'iiir has htcn slariJered to Mr. 



I 
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bjr Mr. Monclcton, and that the interruption of 
aacret marmse was effected by one of bis 
Close upon thia amazing discovery 
cnom the iofunnatioQ that her husband having 
W M — ded Mr. Monckton in a duel, has been compelled 
to Sf the coontry. Her marriage becomes knnwn : 
tbc Bcvertey e«tate is claimed by the next heir; she 
hunic* to London, and is rejoined by her husband, 
«fao is straightway filled with a wild jealousy of 
Bclficld. and challenges him to mortal combat. No 
that such I Buccession of calamines proves 
:fa (or Cecilia's reason. At ni^ht ^he mams 
of London, mad, calling in frenzied tones 
bcr hoiband. A benevolent pawnbroker \fS\-cs 
sbdlcr. She is restored to her friends: she 
bcr health; old Mr. Dclvilc relents; and her 
prostrates himself at her feet. .\ll's well 
end* well; but still this later portion of the 
» foned, involved, and inconsistent. Thcrr arc 
Hftcicnt grounds for Monckton's interference ; 
tbc heroine's madness is as unnecessar>' and 
that of Tilburina. 
In fltrk. as in the development of the plot and the 
of character, " Cecilia " is a decided 
upon ' Evelina.' It is mete correctly 
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written, and the language, often eloquent, i& alwa\-« 
encr^^ctic. Ill-natured persons whispered that it 
exhibited traces of Dr. Johnson's fine Roman hand. 
It is possible that he revised it. but he certainly did 00 
more. The Johnsonianisms are due to Miss Bumo'^ft 
imitation of the pompous periods of her illustriom 
* friend. Macaulay quotes the following pa&sa^ a% 
corrected bv his hand, hut we venture to sav that it \\ 
I-\inn\'s own, only pitched in the sonorous Johnsonian 
kiv : — 

" It is rather an imaginary- than an actual evil, anj 
though a deep wound to pride, no offence to moraht\. 
Thus have I laid open to you my whole heart. 
ii'nfesscd my perplexities, acknowledged my vaingIo7^• 
.irvl exposed with equal since lity the sources of tr.} 
(l<•'.i^ts, :in(l the motives of mv decision. Hut no«. 
iT'lecd. hn'.v to proceed I know not. The diflficultics 
whiLh are yet to encc»unter I fear to enumerate, asi 
tl:e fetitp-n I have to i:n;e, I have scarce counjct 
1 n.(Mi>r.. My f.inuly. mistaking ambition for 
h' :'."i::. .ir.d r.tnk f«ir dignity. ha\e long planned 
.1 -jlir-lil L«»:'.r.ttti"n !-»r mc. t<» which, though rry 
ir*. .iM.iMe rtpu^r.ar.te has stopped any ad\anccs, lhc:r 
\^: }-.c^ .ind their \iews ii:<.\i'c.ibl\ adhere. I an 
b'.:! i"<> tcrt.iin tKc\ will t-.iw listen to no other. I 
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cad. therefore, to mftke a trial where I despair of 

We calcfa here an echo of 'The Rambler,' but 
more. Even this antithetical scntcntiousness 
in the ordioafy descriptive passages, which 
It and lively, while the conversations are 
whb admirable case and naturalness. 




III. 

Miss HrKNi.Y*s succcss as a novelist introduced her 
i:Ui> the best circles of London Society, and the cha- 
r.ictcTs she met with, and the scenes in which the 
f]^'ur(.(i. are described in her Dian' with a spirit mad 
.1 f:(Ielity that reminJ us of the best passages in her 
^^'•^ks cf t':ctii»n. We should not do justice to her 
litviary merits if we did not place some spccimcfM 
J" f :l i?'.c natler. What tan be more lifelike or more 
ivv.:*::-.- t.'i.iri the f»ll'»\vin^ hri^^ht and spirited sketch 
■ : '■ .1 I ::t " at •' the h.^iise ••( Mr. Paradise ? " 

Mi ^ r.rKNi ^ /.\/:ii.*!ir. 
'!}.':<. \\.is .1 LioUil 'f Company: Charl«>tte and I 
'.w:.! : .:v:htr : m\ father came aftcr^%*ards. Mn 
r i: ' !. '. t(.^t.:\ei us \erv Lrrjcitiuslv, and led IDC 
.• .::.t.I:.i:t!y v.y I.. Miss T hi ale, who was sitting by 
::.f Taw. ^ra».,.J:itr'jtti, a famnus sinj;erj. The Mist 
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■n*, yoa mijr be sure, were not far ofT, and >o I 

ffctty ««I1. There was nobody else I knew but Dr. 

Sotasdcf [tbc botanist who accompanied Cook in his 

Kiitd the world], Mr. Coxc the truveller, Sir 

and Lady Gideon (Strcatham acquaintances), 

Mr. Sastrct, and Count Zcnobiu, a noble Venetian, 

1 hare often met lately at Mr^. Thrale's. 

We were very late, for we had waited cruelly for 

e ccMch, and Pac. had sung a song out of 

' Aitmxcrxcs * [Dr. Amc's opera], composed for a 

; whkb we lost to my infinite regret. Afterwards 

Of * Dolce Spemc,' set by Bcrioni, le^s clci;antly 

bjr Sacchint, but more expressively fur the words. 

Be aaag it delightfully. . . . After this he went into 

room, to tr)' if it would be cooler; and Mrs. 

, Icaniof; over the Kirwan» and Charlotte. 

•4a hardly got a scat all night for the cmwd, said 

bcQEcd to speak lo me. I ^quce^cd my girat 

out, and she then said.— 

* MiM Bumey, Lady Say and Scic desires the 

mam of hetag introduced to you." 

Her ladyship stood by my udc. She secm& pretty 

■r 6fky- least turned forty : her head wai full of 

I .1%, jewels, and gcw-gawi, and as high as 

Arebcr'af ber dress was trimmed with bead*. 
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silver, Tcrsian saslics, and all sorts of tine fancier: 
her face is tkni anJ fury, and her whole manner tpoAC 
a lad\ all alive. 

" Miss Hurnc>.'* cried she, with iH'cat quickncsa. 
and a lonk all curiosity. ** I am vcr>' happy to ftcc yov: 
I have l<>n;:e(l to see you a K^cat while; I have rra4 
your peitfimance. and I am quite delighted with it. I 
think Us the most ele;;ant novel I ever read in my life. 
SulI) a style ! I am quite surprised at it. I can't 
thmk where v(<u L'nt so much invention ! ** 

Vdu may believe this was a reception not to make 
me \erv liKiuacinus. I did nut know which wav to 
turn my head. 

" I must intrnduce ytiu/' contmued her ladyship. *td 
my sister ; slu-'ll be quite delighted to see you. She has 
written .1 n«ivel heisell ; so you an* sister authorestrs. 
A n.'tst ele^.ir.t thini; it is. I assure you ; almoft ai 
prett\ as \«'urs. only not quite so elegant. She ha* 
writ:e:; tw* no\cN. only (»nc is not so pretty as the 
<«ti:v: I'.;;: I sL.iii ir.sisi up»n your seeing tbcs. 
():.t i^ i;: Itttti^. I.kc \« urs, only yours is prtttictf. 
It'*- L.uii : i:.e * Mai."-i'itum of Julia ' ' " 

\\i..it ;.r.:ttlin^ ibir^'s. thoui;ht I, are my 
I';-: *^:.rc I I'.e^'.i l.i.iid them K<' about thus 
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Mn. pKTwltte then came forward, and taking my 
laa^ led me up to her ladyihip's sister. Lady Hawke, 
; aloud, and with a courteous smirk, " Miss 
I'am, authore%t nf 'Evelina'; so you are 
anicr-utthoreaan 1 " 

" Ye*,"* cried my friend. Lady Say and Scic, who 
t oOtim tA me clow, " it's the authurcss of * Hvclina ' ; 
•ft ytn we ncter-autborcsscs ! " 

Lady Hawke arose and curtsied. She is much 
r than her sister, and ralhcr pretty ; extremely 
, delicate, and pathetic ; apparently accus- 
^mmrnd to be reckoned the genius of her family, and 
««JI coalcnted to be looked upon as a creature dropped 
kom the clouds. 

I «ma Iben »&ted between ihcir Udy^hips. and 
Lady Say and Scle drawing ax near to me a^ possible. 



•* Well, and so you wrote this pretty book ! — and 
pray did \-our papa know of it ? " 
"No, ma'am ; oot till some months after the publi- 



** So IVc heard ; it's surprisini; * I can'l think how 
yoa inrentcd it ! — there's a vast deal of invention in 
it 1 And yoy've got so much humour, lou > Now, 
■y iiilar haa DO humour — hers is nil sentiment. Yuu 
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can't think how I w us entertained with that old grand- 
motiicr wwA her son ! " 

I sup;v»sc she meant Tom Hrau^hton for the 
Sifi:. 

** I low much pleasure you must have had in wntir^; 
it ; ii.id not vnu ? 

" V-t-s. ma'am.' 

"S'l has mv sisitr ; she's never without a 
hti hand ; slic can't help writing; for her life. Wbca 
Lord Hawke is travelling about with her, she kccp» 
wiitir.;; all the way/' 

■Yes," said L.i ly Hawke: '* I really can't help 
wiiiir.;^. One has ;;;eat pleasure m writing the 
ti.;:^. "N ; ha . n-'l •»r-.t. Miss Kuinex ? " 

" V-e-s. ma'ain/" 

• I'liil \-i..: n.Atl.' cr:', 1 Lid) S.i\ and Selc. " ;i 

i:. :.<U a :\i-. ' s> e!e^.i!:l ! I .i;n \astiy i;\^d vxm 

i::.i !'. i: (.:. ! h.!p{;!\. I liatc a r.iAel that dun'l end 

I I- • ■ ■■ 
I.. I, , . 

'\ .:; ! I..I '\ Hawke. with a lan;:uid srr.iic, 

•"I •*■ .- '. . :!. ..!..". v.!.-:^. • ;.t ri.iJiie! I. id Onille- 

I w.. .1 :.■. ..;:.:!:*■'.!! i.'t !i.i\e LtLi;." 

m 

*M. . v.: ::.:■.: '. ." ■ a. I I..i :\ S.i\ and Scic, " lo 
jr. : :■: ^!.. . .. •. ! : Ise: i-'ah fiic;nd<% ^Xii 
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•• Ye*," Mid I»dy Hawkc, " 1 have never printed 

" I uw Lwly Hawkc's name," quoth I to my first 
fneod. " uchbcd to the play of ' Variety.' " 

" Oul fDQ indeed ? " cried Lady Say, in an ecstasy. 
**SwtO't do jrou know Miss Bumey saw your name 
ia Um newipapera, about the play t " 

"Did the?" said Lady Hawke, smiling irompla- 
Gcaily. ** BbI 1 really did not write it ; I never wrote u 
piqr in my life-" 

** Wdl," cried Lady Say. " but do repeat that 
Mraal pArt 1 am to fond of — you know what I mean ; 
Miw Banie>' >naf hear it,— out of your novel, you 

Ls^ H. " No, I Lan't ; I ha\'C forgot it." 

Lm^ S. " Oh, no ! 1 am sure you have nut ; I 
■HMl Span it." 

L^f H. " but I know you can repeat it yuursclf ; 
ytm have to fia« a memor)- ; I am sure you can 
H jill JL" 

La4y S. "Oh, but 1 ahould not doit justice ! (halS 
■0,— 1 thotild not do it justice I " 

Lady Hawke thco bent forward, and repeated— 

* W« 4tt ■« lUah dw ■ MuMkum of JulU ' m primed. »het 
A W« !■•■ Ittai to tni aaj trace o( thU tonatfcsble Butk. 
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**' If, when he made the declaration of his k 
the sensibility that beamed in hit eyes waa ieh 
his heart, what pleasing sensations and toft alai 
might not that tender avowal awaken ! ' 

" And from what, ma*am/' cried I, aslontti 
and imagining I had mistaken them. ** it thit takea 

'' From my sister's novel ! " answered the delict 
Lady Say and Sele» expecting my raptures ta 
equal to her own ; ** it's in the * Mausoleum/* 
not you know that ? Well. I can't think how 
can write these sweet novels! And it's all just 
that part. Lord Hawke himself says it's all poi 
For my part, Tm sure 1 never could write so 
suppose. Miss Uumcy, you are producing anolhc 
;i*n'l you ? " 
No, ma am. 

'* Oh I I (iarc say you arc. I dare say )-oo 
wnim^ one at this xcry minute ! " 

Mrs. Faradise now came up to me again, folk 
by a square man, middlc-agcdp and hum-drum, i 
I fi'und. was Lord Say and Sclc . . . 

" Miss Kurney/' said Mrs. P.» presenting m« 
L:fr.. •' auiLnress of ' Fvclina.* " 

'* Vcs." cried Lady Say and Scle, starting up, * 
the authoress uf * L\elina ' ! " 




"Of whit?" cried be. 

** Of ' EvclifUL' You'd never think tt, — she looks 
' youniE, to have lo much invention, and such an 
«lccafrt atyle ! Well, I could write a play, I think. 
1 I'm wire I coald never write a novel." 
'* Ob I jt% >'DU could, if yoQ would try," said Lady 



** Ob ! no, I could not," an&ncrcd she : " I could 
■M get a ttyle— that'K the thing— I could not tell 
htm to get a style ! and a novel's nothing without 
ftMjrIe, you know ! " 

" Wby. oo," said Lady liawkc ; " that's true. But 
jftaa you write such charming letters, you know I " 

** Letters I " repeated Lady S. & S,, simpering: 
^4» yon think w? Do you know I wrote a lone 
hMtar to Ura. Ray just before 1 came here, this 
my sftcnkooo.— iiuitc a long letter! I did, 1 assure- 

r"i" 

Then Ur*. ParadiM: came forward with another 
0Mtlciiian. younger, ilimmcr, and smarter, and saying 
' to OM. " Sir Gregory Page Turner," \aid to him, 
L " Mm* Barney, authotcsh of ' Evelina.* " 
I A> whkh Lady Say and Seic, in fresh transport, 
I J^fa araac. and raptumusly again repeated — " Yt», 
I •kc't aatboma of ' Evelinal * Have jou read it ? " 
■- 3 



L 
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"No; is it lobe had?'* 

** Oh dear, yes ! it's been printed these two yean ' 
You'd never think it ! But tt\ the most clccm 
novel I ever read in my life. Writ in such a style ! * 

"Certainly/' said he, very civilly; "I have cvcty 
inducement to get it. Pray where is it to be kid? 
cverjwhcrc, I suppose ? " 

" Oh, nowhere, I hope ! " cried I, wishing at tlol 
moment it had never been in human ken. 

My sijudrc friend. Lord Say and Sele, then pottiai 
his head forward, said, ver)' solemnly, ** I'll purchast 
it:' 

His ladv then mentioned to me a hundred noveh 
that I had never heard of, asking my opiniao d 
thcrn. and wliether I knew the authors; Lady Hawtc 
only occasinnally and languidly joining in the 
course; and then Ladv S. & S. suddenlv 
Lt^'Litd me n<it tn move, fnr she should be back 
It; a minute, and tlew tn the next room. 

I t H.k. Imwcver. t!ie fust opportunity of Ladv 
M.tWKc'-. La^t::..: (!i»v\n her eyes, and rcclmin^ htr 
(!'.!.. .i:v i.ca 1. t) n:ake awav from this tcmbie set; 
a:.:, ju t as I was ^ot by the pianoforte, where I 
hj'.r! ra..Li.!'.:< :ti \\( uld soon present himself, llr^ 
ra:adi%c a^a:n L^nvj to me, and said, — 




** MiM Banwy, Lady Say and Sele wishes vastly 
to nltiraU your acquaintance, and be^ to know if 
Uw may hax-e the honour of your company lo an 
•aacmbly at her house next Friday ? — and I will do 
MjRMlf the pleasure to call for you, if you will give me 



Her ladyship docs me much honour, but I am 
tnoalely engaged," was my answer, with as 
pnHnptncas as 1 could command. 



m> n certainly an cflective conversation-piece, and 
a very strikini; li^ht Miss Uumey's almost 
power of scixing the " humours " of certain 
of society. The simpcrint; Lady Hawke and 
loquacious wondering Lady Say and Sele 
" to the life," and are quite as \-tvidly 
1 any of the characters in her fictions. 
We trmnscribc another scene. Among the friends 
boa the popularity of the young authoress drew 
bcr was Urs. Delany, that admirable old lady,* 
B friend and correspondenl of Swift, who ha-s left 

* It ^M mM td ttet thai " she luil «>ny vinur thai rould 
■* the Inhmb hMft, ailh a nuiul %u pun and im unmniini- 
■i fer dw «a*U, ikM li wai nuttrr nt utnnithmrm l«.* the 
M kaa* H**d ia to man iplndid ■ren** tmhoui brini; i4tntr>l 
fe mm timtfu Umm of to faUjr or mditcicuon.* 
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so pic.isant a sketch of herself in her * Autab» 
Kraphy.' At this time she was in her hjrd year. 

At Mks. Delany's. 

I spent one hour with Mrs. Thrale. and then calkd 
tor Mis. Chaponc [born 17^7, died 1801, the didactK 
authoress uf the once popular * Letters on the la- 
provcmci'.t of the Mind*j. and we proceeded tof^tbcf 
Id St. J:imes's Place. 

Mrs. Delany was alone in her drawing-room, which 
IS entirely hun^ round with pictures of her iytun pust- 
iii}^. anil ornaments of her own desi^nmg.* She casic 
to the (l«>or to receive us. She is still tali, thouc^ 
Sir me r»f her hei^^ht may be lost ; not much, hcmctcr. 
for she IS remarkabK upright. She has no remax» 
ot i I .tut\ m teatuic, but m countenance I ne\'er bot 
once s.tw m«'re. and that was m my sweet malcRuI 
CT.ii.dmi t}:er. r*enevolencc. softness, piety, lad 
•^( r:t!f. ;:t.ss ale all lesident in her face; and the re^ca- 
I'i.iri*. \\\\\\ wliieli she struck mc to my dear f^nad- 
r: • :!.ir. ii: i;er r:rst appe.u.mce. ;:rew so much strorctr 
t:*'-:. ali ii..it v.iii;i t!<>rn her mirul. \%hi(.h seems \^ 
L'*:.t.ii . I.- -::.;:..; lj.:t purii> and natnc humility, that 

• \- • ■ '.' Ii. '.r-. Ki.l ...r.H..JrTalj;c %L:n XT^ fwl 
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lociBcd to erabrace h«r ; and I am &ure if I 
had, the reoollcction of that saint-like woman would 
have been to fttrong that I should never have refrained 
iracB crytDg vnt her. 

Mrv Cbapone presented me to her. and, Ukin;; my 
haad, abc aaid, — 

•• You muftt pardon mc if I give you an oM-(«shioned 
laccptton. (or 1 know nothing new." 

And tbc taluted me. 

"Can jrou forgive. Miss Humcy." she continued. 
** ikn crtat liberty I have taken with you, nf asking 
lor jroor company to dinner? I wished ko impatiently 
■■ ant one (ram whom I have rtccivcd such extraor* 
plcaHiFe, that, as I could not be ulune Ihis 
could not bear to put it off tn anoihcf day ; 
and. rfyou had been v) ^fio^ to come in the cvcnmg, 
I ma^aX, perhaps, have had company ; and 1 bcrn so 
9 Iknl I eacttot, as I M-ish 10 do, attend tu more than 
•nc at a time ; for age makes me stupid even 
■CR liian I am by nature ; and how f^ncved and 
■iBliftiit I must have been lo know I had \\\%\ Uurncy 
• Ibc roor- ■•"'' not to hear her t " • . . 

lira. Chapnoe tben made mc Kwk at the paintint^. 
•Mdl I crcally admired : particularly a cop>- of 
[Lady Dorothy Sidney, celebrated at 
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• Siaxliarissa* by the poet Waller] » from Vand>ke. 
There was also a portrait of Madame dc Sc%iga». 
Mhich struck mc ver}- much ; and, while I was noix- 
in^ the K'iicty of its countenance, Mrs. DcUny, with 
an arch IckA, said, — 

" Vcs, it is very enjoure^ as Captain Aresby [a charac- 
ter in • Cecilia '] would say." 

Ar.il aflc^^va^ds of &ome other, but I have forfol 
what she said, — 

*' I don't know how it is, Mrs. Chapone, but I canscver 
lu<»k at that picture without thinking; of poor Brljuid 
You must fi>rj;i\c us, Miss Hurney ; it is not ri^t to 
talk uf these people; but wc don't know how to speak 
at .4!! now without, ihcy are so always in osx 
minrls : " 

S<-*n alter we went to dinner, which was plaa, 
neat. \^i.il L<'«ike(I, and elegantly scned. Whca S 
was i\iT, I h<.^ari tn vpe.tk ; and now, my Chesiaftoa 
*i-'iit :s. l.-jk lo \«jur^elves! 

m 

•• \N ..; v.-u i:.\L ine leave, ma'am, lo a^k if j-oa 

rtrr.t:: * e; .ir.\ :.•!;» -f tr.e ;.ame of Crisp ? " 

C . ; ' ■' <:.' \ ^J.i ; ** what ! Mrs. Ann Cnsp • ' 

. . ^ ■ ■ •• 

1*1 1 til.* 

'(» .:c!> ! c\trimei\ well! a charming, aa 
ciLc.cnt wcrr^a:. si.c wa^ ; wc were very good 
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: I vinted ber at Burford, and her sister Mrs. 



Then came my turn, and I talked of the brother 
[** Daddy" Criip. ber old and faithful friend and 
adviser] ; but I won't write what I said. . . . 

Mn. Chapooe then asked me a hundred questions 
abool Ur. Criap, and said, — 
•■ Pray, ia be a Uoctor LytUr ? " 

** I don't know Dr. Lyster, ma'am," cried 1, very 
ly, for the book was bo wholly out of my head at 
, thai I really lhoui;hl vhe meant some living 
They both lauched verj' much, and 
! they should soon teach me to remember 
• better, if I lived with them. 
Tbta C hcuoRtonian talk lasted till we \veni upstairs, 
sad then she showed me the new art which she has 
Mvcnicd. It is Btaininc paper of all possible colours. 
ami then culttng it out. so hncly and delualcly, that 
when It is pasted on paper or vellum, it has all the 
IfpcanuKc o( being pencilled, except that, by being 
nmtd, it baa still a nchcr and more naiural look. 
Tkc effect is eitremcly beautiful. She invented it 
H aevcMy-five 1 She told mc she did four tluwxrs the 
ftm ycmr ; sixteen tlie second ; and the third ibu ; and 
lAcf tkal many more. They arc all fiom nature, and 
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consist of the m(»st curious flowers, plants, and 
that arc tf» he found. She has been supplied witli 
patterns from all the ^reat f;ardens» and all the grvat 
florists in the kin;;dom. • Her plan was to finish looo; 
but» alas ! her eyes now fail her, though ibc hat 
onlv twenty undone of her task. 

She has marked the places whence they all 
on the hack, and where she did them, and the 
and she has put her cypher, M. I)., at the comer of 
each, in different col<»ured letters fur every dificrcflt 
year — such as red, blue, Kfccn. etc. 

•• r»ut,'* said she, " the last vear, as I found nnr 

eves L'rew verv* dim. and threatened to fail before mt 

. •» • • 

\V(>rk uas Lf>n^pkteJ, I put my initials in white, for 
1 seemed t<» m\self already working in my wisdiac 



si'.tet/' 



1 erii:!ii iilrr^r.st have tried at the mingled 
\\* V. :tr.(i ^;\:i: X uith which she made this melancbolr 
sjtt^h. . . . 

A: .il' ut ^e'.en i.M«»Lk. the Duchess Dowaf^r of 
r rt! :. i V. I ::■.». . Sl:c is not nc.ir so old as Mrs. I>elaaY. 
w :. t' rr.r. js ht r ft^e by any means so plcasini; ; bot 
*.'! !:.(.:t 1-^ swe'.tru . ard (!i;;nity, and mtellt^ciKC 
\\\ w. Mrs. Dcl.t:.'. Ttcti\C(i her with the sane 
rcspc.ltui tcrcmi-riy as :t it were her first visit, thoa(h 
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ifc* npilmrty goes to her ever>- evening. But what 
A* M flnt took as in honour and condrsccnsion. she 
has io much true humility of mind, that no use can 
wak* bcr sec in any other light. She immediately 
pnMBled me to her. Her Grace courlc&icd and 
■■flad with Ibe most flattering air of pleasure, and 
and ibe was particularly happy in meeting with 

We then took our places, and Mrt. Delany said, — 

** Mb* Bun)e>-, ma*am, is acquainted with Mr. 
Cmp, whom your Grace know so well: and she tells 
■t he and his sister have been so good as to re- 
■imbcr me, and to mention me to her." 

TW DndicM instantly asked me a thousand 
fMliani about him ; — where he lived, how he had 
kis bcahli, and whether his fondness for the polite 
arts Kill continued. She said he was one uf the 
WMt isgcoious and atfrecable men she had ever 
kaown. and regretted his having Mqucstcrcd himself 
M Bodi fTDfn the society of his former fnendn. 

Thia ooavcrsation lasted a long while. ... In the 
^ of it 1 found her very charming, high>bred. 
t. tettfible, and ipirited ; not merrly free from 
hce from affability — its most mortlfyini* 
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After this she asked me if I had seen Mrs. Siddo&i. 
and uhat I th<iu:^ht of her. I answered that I ad- 
mired her vt-rv much. 

m 

"If Miss Iturney approves her," said the Ducbcsv 
'* no appr<il)atii>:i, I am sure, can do her to much 
credit: for no one can so perfectly judge of character 
or of human nature." 

"Ah! ma'am/* said Mrs. Dclany archly, ''asd 
does your (iracc remember protesting yoa would 
never read ' Ctv i!ia * ? " 

•' Yes," s.iiil she. laujjhinj; ; " I declared that fire 
\olumes coulii never be attacked ; but since I becia 
I have rea«l il tliiee times." 

"() terrible!" cried I, "to make them out 6f- 
teen 

" the reas -n." continued she, " I held out so 1ob(C 
ai^ainst rea i;:.^ them, was remembering the cr)* there 
\%aN in ta\> \,\ ••! ' Clarissa ' and * Sir Charles Grandj- 
si>n'ui.'jr: li.i.'. >..i:r.e out; and those I never coti*d 
real. I \\as t'.i • 1 into tr^in^ both of them; b^ 
I u.tv <!: .;.:•! ^'ii their tediousness, and could noC 
reaili!t.'.i: i'.*.!'. : >. w ilh all the etf<>:t I Could make. 

S'> m*^.:. .it .: ::.; >i Ui^ ai;J mv brothers, and all B% 

• " • 

CS tl«.l4 ...» .. .tttt 

" l»ut It >• ^: ti:a^e had K^'^^ *'" ^>lh ' Clan^sa*'" 
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Mid Mn. Cluponc, "the Utter part must certainly 
have affected yoa. and charmed you." 

" Ofa ! I hate anything so dismal ! Ever>'body 
tlut did read it had melancholy faces for a week. 
* C*cilia ' is as pathetic as I can bear, and more some- 
tinea ; yet, in the midst of the sorrow, there is a 
iptnt in the writing, a fire in the whole composition, 
that keeps off that heavy depression given by Richard- 
Mo. Cry, to be sure, we did. U Mrs. Dclany, shall 
yov ever (orget how we cried ? But then we had so 
■aeh laughter to make us amends, wc were never 
Wl to sink under our concern." 

I am really ashamed to wntc on. 

" For my part." said Mrs, Chaponc, " when I first 
laad tl, I did not cry at all ; I was in an agitation 
Ihit half kiUrd mc, that shook all my nerves, and 
■ade f»e utiablc to sleep at nights, from the suspense 
I«a* in; but I could not ay, for excess of eagerness." 

" I oaly wish," said the Duchess, " Miss Bumey 
laalil have been in some corner, amusing hrrsclf 
«iUi listening to as, when Lord Wcymoulh, and the 
o^ Exeter, and Mr. LighifotH, and Mrs. 
. I, were all di^cus>mg Ihc |H)int of the 
So earnest wc were, she muot have been 
4iv«rtad with as. Nothing, the nearest our own 



1st Ml Is .in<! intiTfsls, could have been debated mort 
w.iiinlv. 1 he Hishup wus quite as ca^er sl^ any 4.: 
us ; but what ctuilcd us a little, at la&t, wai Mr. 
Li^htfoot's thinking we were seriously goiiig to 
quarrel ; and while Mrs. Delany and I were ditpotui( 
about Mrs. Delvile. he very gravely said, 'Why, 
ladies, this is only a matter of imagination ; it ia 
a fact, don't be so earnest.' ** 

"Ah ! ma'am." said Mrs. Delany. "how hard 
Orace was upon Mrs. Delvile; so elegant, so 
so judicious, so charming a woman/' 

[This plain, straightforward, matter-of-fact 
of criticism is sadly out of vogue in our Ksthctic dayv; 
t)ut so. indeed, is so plain, straightforward, aai 
matter-of-tact a novel as Miss Bumey's 'Cecilia*! 
W'c deal now in ' the objective' and 'the suhicctivCv* 
the ' sensuous * and ' ideal,' and goodness knowa whgL 
We wnndcr what the Dowager Duchess of Portlaad 
and Mrs. Chapnne, .Mrs. Delany and the Bishop of 
Kvctcr. would liave said to * Daniel Deronda ? ' Or 
%%hat kind ut reception would they have pven fa 
'Jane Kyre ? ']. 

" 1 sh.ill never forget." said Mrs. Delany, " 
Oracc's earnestness when we came to that part 
Mrs. Delvile bursts a blood*vessel. Down droppad titt 




heok, aod jutt with the tame energy as if your Grace 
bad beard KKne rea] and important news, you called 
oat. ' I'm Klad of it with all my heart ! "* 

" What disputes, too," said Mrs. Chapone, "there 
aic abottt BhcKv I waa in a room some time ago 
wbcD aoraebody said there could be no such character; 
■ad a poor litiie mean city man, who was there, started 
«p BSkd laid, " Hut there is though, for I'se one 
mfttUr" 

**Tb« Harrelsl — O, then the llarreUI" cried Mr». 
Oibnjr. 

" If jfou apeiak of the HarreU, nnd of the morality 
tt tbc book," cried the Uucbeni, uiih a iiolemn Mtrt of 
vsioc, "we afaall. indeed, never give Mi&s itumey hct 
4«t: M athkini;, so pure, so gcnumc, so instrui;- 
!■*«.** 

** Yes," cried itn. Chapone. " let us compliun h«\t 
wt will o( the torture she has given our ncrv'ci«, wc 
muuit alljotn in saying she has bettered us by every 

faM." 

** No book,*' said Mrs. Dclany, " ever was so useful 
■• tkia, because nunc other that is m good was ever so 
w eb read," 

I thmk (adds Miss Bunicyr, I need now wntc no 
■MR. 1 could, indeed, hear no more ; fur thi^ last m* 
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serious praise, from characters so respectable, to 
moral, and so af;c(l, quite affected me ; and thoogb I 
had wished a thousand times during the discounc to 
run out of the r(K>m, when they f;ave mc finally this 
solemn sanction to the meaning and intention of my 
writini;, I found it not without difficulty that I oo«M 
keep the tears out of my eyes ; and when I told what 
had passed to our sweet father, his quite ran over. 

ilirr acquaintance with Mrs. Delany effected a 
remarkable, and wh:tt eventually proved to be a 
deplorable, change in Miss Hurney's course of lik. 
Mrs. Delany introduced her to (^)ueen Charlotte* who 
frc({uently \isited the ^ood old lady in a house which 
h.td been provided Tt her at Wmdsor. Our author's 
dtM.nrtj -n of her tirst mlcrview with rovalCv i* 
L.tpiiallv t 'l-L It was after dmner, and Mrs. Delasv 
\\.is cnjMV w:^ i!i*. privilti;c «if a^e. a nap. Her Irttlc 
;;runilLliiI'l, a ;^:ii of seven, and Miss liurney 
«.:.,:t^'. J r:.'..i:;v.i:;lL- in tl'.e dra\vinj;-ro«*m, m 
Christ ma, ;:.i:r.ts, Sudiltnly the diHjr opened, ai^ 
■' a ;.4:^c ::•. i::." :ri dttp mourning;, entered, shuttiag 
i:.'j i!- ■•: aftt : :.::::. uiti.^-jt spiakini;. Miss BufDCJ 
r.t.d r> \A\A, ir: ! \ ;. \\,k star ^Iittcrin^ on his breatf. 
knc:'.\ 1.:::: l* \.*. i:.c Ki:;;: ! A ;;cneral lauxi f^i 
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; but Mrs. Delsny, who had come in, reassured 
Mm Boniey, and introduced her. The inienrogative 
Uicot <A Gcor^ 111. was immediately exercised. 
Havias told tbe delighted authorc&s with how much 
tDtcmt and pleasure he had read her ' Evelina,' he 
Mid — 

" Bot what ? — what ?— how was it ? " 

** Sir — " cried Miss Uurney, not well understanding 

•* Bow came >-ou — how happened it — what ? — 
«tut?" 

*• I— I ooly wrote, sir. for my own amusement,— 
«aly in some odd, idle hours." 

•" But j'our publishing — your prinlinj; — how was 

•* That was only, sir, — only because—" 
Hen Miss Bumey came to a full stop, being 
■awilliac to enter upon a long story. But the 
wksi ! was so repeated with so earnest a look thai, 
faicad to say something, she stammered out, — 

" I tbodght — sir — it would look very well m 

Afterwards she flattered herself that this waa the 
■Bim >pcac h she had ever made ; but it satisfied the 
food natnrcd monarch, who, laughing heartily, ex- 
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claimed, — *• Vcn* fair indeed ! that's being \^xy i 

and honest ! " 

Into this cross-fire of question and answer m 
broke the Queen. The Uumey was duly prescoti 
and (jcor^'c III. repeated to his consort all the i 
formation he had succeeded in extracting. A lo 
conversation followed, in which the royal couple be 
their part with great good nature, and Miss Bon 
with becoming diffidence, Mrs. Dclany coming to t 
icscue (»ccasionally when signs of a deadlock «t 
discernible. 

In a lew days the visit was repeated, and, as nu|; 
Ik; e.xptctcu. .Miss Humey was more at ease. S 
was not clo<imt'l. moreover, to so formidable an % 
amination. i he Kin;;, on this occasion, gave rati; 
than sou^iit fi>r information. lie ciiticised a pamphi 
by Kuiiaid Cumberland; he condemned the r 
lendeiiL) <i \ t'itaire's works; of Kousseau he spo 
uith n.i'ic t..\' 'jr. lhou;^h by nu means \%ith appi 
bal;i'i. : OiVt-r^.:.;; lo actots and actresses, he bestow 
uf^ii .Mr -, Sii. :nIt^ ti:c waimest praise ; then he OOI 
plair.cc. as ; ' ' t •<- i:a\t al\s.i\s complained, of t 
great \\.ii.t <: ;;< t d rr.t.iein comedies; and naaL 
taikcU i.i:.». i.« :.'(.i.*e Tc*.pei.lin|^ Shakespeare. 

"Wab ti.c.'c <.\l:,' tiled ihc io\al critic, ** 
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M gnat part of Shakespeare? only one must 
ijr M ! But what think you ? — what ? — Is there 
Ml fluff! WTial ?— what ? " 
e«, indeed, I think bo, sir, though mixed with 
txccIlcDcei, that — " 

b ! " cried he. laughing good-humouredly, " I 
it b not to be »aid ! but it's true. Only it'a 
■; and nobody dare abuse him." 



I it was the Queen who pUycd 
nt of critic. Botwell was going to publish a 
Dr. johnton. Well, he was so extraordinary a 
that perhapi he would de^'ise somcthJnf; cxlra> 
trj. Did Miftt Bumey like the ' Soitow« of 
v'? Mtts Bumc)- had read only part of it, and 
I a pprove of what the had read. So more rlid 
■MB ; tlie cootidcred it written by a bad man 
MOCK* lOopatock's ' Me&iiah,' she said, cun- 
t law OMit perfect lines on religion. Then »he 
aad Milton, and Wickliffc, and Cranmcr; and 
bed against the Roman Catholic superstitions. 
■I ■ssaiurml result of these interviews, and of 
lia logral condescension, was, that the belter 
«nt botb of Frances and her father gave wsy U\ 
m flf ddiclit half-uQconscious self-exaltation ; 

.U. 6 



h2 



Repnuntativt Wonun. 



and 1)11 tile (Queen's uffcriiif; the pobl of keeper of the 
royal rcbcs, vacated by the retirement of a Gennaa 
lad>. to the successful novelist, she unwisely aoccptcd 
it. She had better have remained faithful to literature. 
The pubhc was a more liberal patron than (^ucea 
Chaildlte, and was willing; to ^ivc her not only reputi- 
ticn but a handsome competency, while allowing her 
to utain her freedom of action and to enjoy tbc 
hapi'iric-NN of her home-circle. It i& a&tonishmg that 
Misrt l>ui:;ey, with her prudent and well-balanced mi&d, 
shuuiil r.ot lu\e appreciated these considerations. \^ 
what hail the (JULcn to ufi'cr ? lioard, lod);ini;. the 
atterulariLc of a man-ser\ant, and jfjoo a \ear * Is 
iLiuiii lor this, TraiKcs had to consent to an alcn^n: 
C'^rr.i iLie separation liom her family, to what vas 
htilc list than a painfully cl<>se imprisonment, and tbc 
dciu.iWir. of ail i.tr faculties to the observance of i 
fat..:-...::.; ar.J I;li:LU^'U^ eli^ucite ! She had to £;ie 
u{ \\\K. LXLiLi^eif tl;l>^e remaikable talents by «h.ci 
si.t i..i i aroused ar.'i l^^tIUvted thousands. In^''^*^^ 
of >:n.:i:.;^' nri c(|i.al tcin.s with the distinf;uished 
ar;.! v\ ::.l:. • 1 li.c tii:u. >i;e ha;i to accept the forced 
. :.;p \A li«c ciiitl' keeper of the robes ** A3 
:-::i (jL-r:r.an>, k\ ::Kan understanding, of 
::.i:.:.ci .. a.'.J o! temper uhich, natuiaI2j 
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had bees exasperated by ditease." For sucli 
of pottage did Frances Bumey surrender her 
It I Never was a more unequal or more 
bttrgaui made. 




IV. 

It is not tu be doubted that both the King and 
ijuccn tiinu;;nt they were doing "the Bumey" a 
kir.dr.css by thus admittin); her within the charmed 
citlIc of the rovai household. It can as little be 
(iouLtcd that I>r. Hurncy felt himself honoured in 
}:is d.iu.i;hti.T. and rc;;ardcd her appointment as a 
s'lmI cIcAati'Ti of conspicuous brilliancy. Fanny. 
ii:'.'.:^!i Si 'HK- what da/zlcd bv the condescension oi 
ui:ivl] ^l.c h..td been the object, seems at the last to 
\\,i\K: }:l- .ii.itcd. and after she had cr>nsentcd would fain 
r..i\(.- draw:: l;.i(.k. liut. in Macaula\\ picturesque 
|'..:.i-*.. I)r. I'.:r:;t.y seems to have been of opinioB 
t:..i: ^' ::.;: t* l< urt was like K'i^^ ^'* heaven; that 
I (.e {:::..(.. .1:. i princesses was a kind «»t beautiful 
\: : :. : li-it ti.e (.\ijuisite Iclicity enj^ycJ by nn'al 
)i: ■ r.-t^L-) -A .IS :. .* <. -luined to themscUcs, but was 
<. :: ::...:. iw a! e^i i>\ ^-'rne nnsterious c!!!u\ ur rcflectioo 




ta aU «Im» wcr uiffered to lUnd at their toilettes, 
or to bear tbcir trains. 

So be combated his daughter's objections, over* 
ntlad ber Kniples, and with flashing eye, step elate, 
■■d bead uplifted, escorted her to the door of the 
prisoB-houtc. It opened, and it shut. For Faony 
tbcn was DO escape; nothing but a tender regret 
far tbc past, and an uneasy anticipation of the 

Tbca her slaver)- began- It endured for five 
yttn, and tbc slave has described its various phases 
ia bcr Diary with a minute faithfulness which shows 
bow deeply she lutTcrcd. For an active mind and 
a qnick fancy no life could possibly have been more 
dmry. It was the climax of miserable monotony ; 
il was the acme of gloomy uniformity. Day after 
4bj tbc same dull round of trivial actions — the same 
vomII talk — the same almost incredible exaggeratiun 
ol Ultle things. Day after day the authoress of 
'Cecilia,' whether well or ill, was called upon !•• 
fiH and dress early, that, at half past seven, she 
■i^t answer the ro)-al bell. For half an hour it 
•a* bcr pnnul pnvUcgc to attend in the Queen's 
-roocn, to lace the royal stays, and put on 
tDjil boop, gown, and neckhandkerchief ; neces* 
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^.iry ilutics, wc ;:rant, but duties which the rca%: 
0i>:r.mi*npl;icc mind could have performed a% well at, 
liT Lvcn heller than, the authoress of ' Ceciha/ The 
::'.<irnin;; was occupied in finding; a place for c\zr\' 
xh\:\'^, and pultin;; cvcrjthin;; — especially the ro)-a2 
i::xr\ — in its place. Afterwards, the Queen had to 
!k- piwdered and dressed; and twice a day the rojii 
:. I'.r I.ad to be curled and cr^'peJ after the monsiroos 
i.i^i'.i-n of the times, — the process consunning some 
s:\tv mjp'ites. Abnut three o'clock in the aftcmooc 
Ira'.KLs ua* dismissed, and she could then couBt 
i .". a couple i.>f h'»-.irs for herself; hours which she 
.!•.-. It. c! to hllin:; in. in her I>iar\', that wonderful 
p:.l'.:rL uli:\.li txp-'-ts so vividly the rigorous idc- 
■ ^r:ty, ar.d painful dulncss nf a court life. 

\t !:\e MiNS r.iirne\'s worst penance be{;an ; for 

'. u.ts \:.f.'A rii|'.:iiei! to attend iier colleague, the 

:■ ::*.. «,'.:L:'.i!- '.;-. f-aise, and selfish German t\Taz:. 

\\.i \.:r\\: S^I:L!it::l.tr;;. Sl:e made full use \.4 kcr 

i ■ !;. J v.l: 1 \'. \ ar.d afflict r«Hjr Miss liurae) . 

•. M: ' r.;;:r.t\ }-..is li.id h.cr rcvcnj;c. In the pa(r» 

• :'::i Pi.ir;. s} «.- is txpocd In scorn and indii;natioc 

■ ::^' .1'^ Kr.Ii ): li'.tr.iture shall exist. The ili- 

:tiJ «.<L{;'. v.Lit r.'LcJ to endure each other^t 

'.!>. ' :: i:; t <<...!- i-^s. fnm hvc till clc^es . 




frvqoently without any other company, except between 
afbt ami aioe when the equcrncs came to tea. At 
tHBC* Wm Bumey sought to escape to her own 
, bat wai always pursued by a volley of 
k ukl reproaches, and complaints of shameful 
Her absence was as little agreeable as her 
Madame SchcUcnbcrg hated literature ; 
DO doubt with her abhorrence of the popular 
wa» miied a good deal of fear of her por- 
tzatt-taking capabilities. She knew she was the in- 
fcnar of the author of ' Cecilia '; and she sought to 
caapduate h«nc1f by heaping on her every insult she 
floaM deviw. The only possible means of securing a 
tolmbly quid evening was to engage the tyrant at 
a^Baof cank; but as Miss Bumey detested cards, 
Aim rtmcdjr affonled vciy little relief. How the 
nioiead wbcn, aoon after eleven, the bell rang for 
hm to attend ibc Queen, and assist in the operation 
•f oadreaaing 1 How still more heartily she re- 
joiced when the day's miseries were over, and with 
woiy heart asd brain and body, she wai free to 
mil* to rot! 

The labour we delight in physics pain. But this 
«aB not a labour in which Frances delighted. She 
«aa too kccoljr Moaiblc of its indignity, too keenly 




88 Riprismtatnt Womin, 

alive tn its terrible sameness. Fitted by nature arJ 
cduLatinn to enjoy society, and with a lively apprt- 
ci:it!>>n of the pleasure of literar}' and muMcal cob 
panmnship. she bent beneath the yoke of the dull 
etKjuette that doomed her to almost solitan* bi^nda^. 
She l(>ath(.«i the removal from Kew to Windsor. a:>i 
\\'ir.(Ki>r to Kcw. She cared nothing; for the chac{c« 
in th.e /c-r r:F2(7 of the royal household. She co«li 
r.i't UitLiest hervelf in the paltry objects wkic^ 
h.eld ^<> Lii;^e a place in the eyes of cquemes aad 
n^'iifis-of.l'.i'Miur. We fear it must be said thai clotcr 
.t-^ j'.i.iir.i.iiiLe with Kin;; and (Juecn did but c ur. %is:c 
r.cr l}:at very ordinary people may wear star^ i:^ 
I. '-Id kvrts ' 

'I i.t K::".::*s vi-^it l«» C)xfi>rd, however, assumed tbt 
{:>;il! ::s it an event. Miss I^urney was draped 
i:: il.t \%.ik'j of Majesty t'» Xuncliam, where *^ 
w,t % \^l.- !!\ i Mr locked in the crowd, and had cqiul 
dir::^-.;i!v *:; •tLUiir.L* a l:airdresser*s scr\ices, and a 
?::. ii:..; ::.• \\,i\ t ■ hti litdr'H.m. Oxford she entered 
\'.\ i:.' ! ■ : ■:' tl:c !■ r:^ strmi; of carriaijes »hxi 
L- v.; i :;• f;..i! pr«>te^si«)n ; and then it fcSi to 
i • : ! '. t : \\ \\ tl:e Ouetn m al! her pcramboU- 
.tr : I* '!:ir.d. >:.ilt ('.l.i 1 with fati(^c tfd 
'.- Nt.i' t\ p.irto'V: with );o(xl a|«pctiM 
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of a somptucnu collation. She records that, being 
left aloae for a moment in a room in Magdalene 
Callc(c, «be uak exhautied into a chair; whereupon 
a btunane e^uerr^' iihared with her wmc bread and 
• lev apricota which he had managed to conceal in 
bb pockets. But the door opened : in itrode the 
QlMCn: equerr)- and keeper of the robes sprang to 
their feet, concealed their refreshment, and hastened 
to RMUBe their duties. 

Ib apfte, however, of exhaustion and hunger, 
OlJard rcTtved in her mind a consciousnes<i of plea- 
OT which had long lain dormant. " She furgot, 
4snnK one moment, that she was a wajtmg-maid, 
asd (ell at a woman of true genius might be 
eipectej to feel admidti venerable remains of an- 
ti^nity. beautiful wiirlu of art, vast reposilories of 
haowlcdge, and memorials of the illustrious dead. 
•be still been what the was before her father 
her to take the most fatal step of her life, 
I caaily imagine what pleasure she uould ha\c 
n a rttit to the noblest of English cities. 
BiKht, indeed, have been forced to travel in a 
chaise, and might not have worn to fine a 
of Cbanbrey game as that in which she tot- 
I aft the ngnl futyi but with what delight 
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wiiuld she Ilivc then paced the cloisters of Macdil 
compared the antique f^loom of Milton with 
splendour of Christ Church, and looked doiftn 
t!ie dome of the KadclifTc Librarj' on the maj^r.ii 
sea of turrets and battlements below! How g 
uould learned men have laid aside for a few \ 
rincLir's Odes and Aristotle's Ethics, to escort 
authi»r of 'Cecilia' from college to college! ^ 
r.(.at little hancjuets would she have found set 01 
il^tir monastic cells! With what eagerness « 
I :.t.:rcs. med.ils. and illuminated missals ha\e 
l:»«'j;;!:t f- :lh from the most mysterious cabir.ct 
I.ilt amustnuT.t ' ll«>w much she would ha\e hi 
i.' .ir \\\A tti tell ab' ut Johnson, as she \%4iked 
r. :r.l)r -ke ; a::d ah'iul Kcvnolds, in the ante-cl 
• ! N\a ('••l!t^t ' r»i;t tl'.cse ir.d'.il;:cnccs were nc 
■ :.•: -aIm h.t ! -W lierscif into bondage." 

Or. tJ-.'j otJ'.tr li.ind, it must be confessed that 
r..;rrx\ \ -ts :: I seem to have been an adept i: 
J :.:! J \.\ • I r:;.!^::-.^' tl:e best (»f thini^s. The "I 
.■..:?. " V. as ?-.a!* f'.il. r-.'» d«»ubt ; but she put fc»r 
:.■■ tff ;t :• I:^:.!'.". it. She was alwa\'s et>| 
'.'.(.:;;!.::.; ;.• : .:.a:r:s. and the more hea\ilT 
wci^lit! \\.K, : t'.'. I ^hc was pleased. There 
^u^.^.\ ^\ li. f v:i t • . uri life, if she would have 
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I wd «n the put boUi of King and Queen we most 

to* KB boDcat desire to treat her with all possible 

0MM. They could not know what she suffered, for 

V had not her sensibilities i nor could they by 

f cflbil pUec themselves at her puini of view. 

|ir ripd iaststence upon the etiquette lo which 

f bad ahri>-s been accustomed did nut proceed. 

fCm Bomcy confesses, from hardness of heart. 

pa wsa oo hardness of heart in cither of them ; it 

It 6Din sheer ignorance and want of personal cx- 

Macautay here, as elsewhere, has been led 

by his fondness for painting a stiiking picture. 

hs would have us believe th.it the established 

of the court was, that all sickness was to 

as a pretence until it proved fatal; 

only way in which the invalid cuuld clear 

xm the suspicion of Rialingcrin^, as It is 

lliB the army, was to go on lacing and unlacing 

aft the myal feet ; he is unqucMion- 

^■ky td exaggeration. Things were bad, but 

la so bad as that. And they were bad, 

both the King and Queen were allowed to 

■I loolisli ignorance, and no one Attempted 

9 them ly wiser. They supposed that all 

Mm cou not but be happy in breathiag the 
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sacred .itmosplK-rc of the court, and such a c«:« 
Mvcri Miss Kurncv made no exertion to di^ibs 
them of the false impression. If she were a ix? 
she was at all e\ents a willing, or, let u» laj, 
unresistinL: \iLtim. Vet she lived in a coca 
whcic she ci'uld certainly have claimed her freed 
if '.he had liked. 

It 1^ a prii.f (if ht-r timidity and, we fear »e bb 
frankly say, her seivility, that she set aside the (K 
tures I'f that accomplished ddmc St\pr\l^ Uadi 
(!e (ler.l:^. (•ii her \isit to ICn^land in 17^5. ! 
atirr.iied Ma<!.ti:i(- de (ienhs ;;reatly : prDnour.^ei ; 
\\\K sAL-LtC'l .11 wlII as the most ac^ornplsfti 
I n: . :.u<>rv..i:'. '<);e h.td e\er met %«ith: but beet 
■ i.t V..1. i:i) f.:\';;:i:'. \\:th the lCn,;hsh Cour:, 
p. :".. \ 1 <.\t:: :■» .4!. w^x her " \ery ele;;ant little ac< 
Hei 'itit:.- • •: htr Li-r.luct is n^t satisfawtorv .— 

■ 

::..:.i. ■: I'.:." ^I.'- unlti. "as of one n! tr< \ 
a::.- r .; \\ \\.k\. — I ic he: Iwll of talents and cha; 

I .1::. v..!!::.. t' litlR\e her K'****!! ^iftu^^uv 
-i.. :.:•.: . ;.;. \\\\\, .ill :!iis, tlic cry against br 
^ \. !*:.: ..:. ! . i;:.:\tr^al, and trv belief is 
::.:.'..•.::.•. « \\\. !'.;. ■.;;:^upp-»rted by pri>t*f IS 

i.i\ L.r. ': .i:.\ ••;.•- .ii^--.;m:nt than internal ccc 
t: r., !r< ::. v. )..:*. I . lj-.e:\ed uf her conduct 
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tcrv and c o oww iion, when I saw her in London, 
I bum Dot how to risk a correspondence with 
till better able to tatisfy others as well as I am 
■iBiAcd myvtVL" She was more gracious towards 
dc la Roche, the friend of Wicland, the author 
Obcron,' mod adnuttcd her to an interview ; though 
k 4or» not seem to have been satisfactory. But few 
t tbc smiles she accorded to another of her 
i^ admircn, the French a&tronomer, Lalande, 
ia her accoont of the meeting between them, 
' kc delected a nice flavour of Hubacid humour. 
What a reception awaited me ! " she exclaims ; 
pw aatopectcd a one from a famed and great 
■■Macr! M. de Lalande advanced to meet me — I 
wan be quite positive il was on tjp-toe, but 
■inly with a mixture of jerk and strut, that could 
kc qaitc flat-footed. He kisMd his hand with Ihe 
«l a f€tii-WM%tn, and then broke forth into such 
of tlaftt, so solemn with regard to its 
and importance, and so /aJe with respect 
hs Htlla pcnooace addressed, that I could nut help 
ttaf k locky for the planets, stars, and sun, they 
tmft boBod to bear his cummcats, though obliged 
mm hte calcolatiodt. 
Ob wj part, soodry profuand reverences, wilh 
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it has a Kood look ; but assure yourself he never 
expected to tee this day.' 

"* Bot would he, if guilty, have waited its chance ? 
Waa not all the world before htm ? Could he not 
haTc cboacn any other place of residence ? ' 

•* * Yea;— but the thame, the dis(;racc of a flight.' 
*" IKlut ia it all to the shame and disgrace of 
eoKtkUi gaWt ?' 

•* He made no answer. 

**' And now.' I continued, 'shall I tell you. just in 
tfa« HUM simple style, how I have been struck with 
the apcakers and speeches I have \'et heard ? ' 
" He eaceily begged me to go on. 
***Thc whole of this public spcakini; is quite new 
to MC I wa* never in the Houitc of Commons. It is 
•D a orw creation to me-' 

•• • And what a creation it is ' " he exclaimed ; ' how 
mM*. bow elevating ! and — what an inhabitant fur 
il!' 

** [ nceivcd his compliment with K^cdt cou^e^y, a<> 
IS cacouragcment for me to proceed. 

' I then began upon Mr. Ilurkc; hut I must give a 
vary brief sararaary of my speech, as it could only be 
JBli nic'hl' *t full length from your having heard his. 
I lold him that his opening had ilnick me with the 
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hij;hcsl admiratiun of his powers, from the cloqucnvc 
the ima^'ination, the fire, the diversity of expre%vi«.« 
and the ready flow of language with which he %cemc< 
^'iftcd, in a most superior manner, for any and ever 
purpose to which rhetoric could lead. And when b 
came to his two narratives^ (I continued ^ when b 
iclattd the particulars of those dreadful murdcn 
he iri teres ted. he enga^^ed, he at last overpf^wcred r=t 
I felt my cause lost.*^ I could hardly keep on tta 
scat. My e\cs dreaded a single glance towards a cii! 
s ► actu-td as Mr. Hastings; I wanted to sink or. ?S 
!!i<:, that they mi;:l]t he saved so painful a \\;^\ 
I \\:\k\ n<» I'.'je he cfuld elear himself; rut ar- :.**ei 
u:n!: in l:i> fa\«i:r remained. iSut when fr. rr. !h:i 
r. i: :.::i':'. Nfr. I-iiikc pH'^eeded ti» his own v.«»r".me!:ti 

•. : i!' .l.ir]Mt:ir.s — when the el:ar;:cs <if rapa^:'.!. 
x\\\\.\\\. t\:.t::'.\. were L'er.er.tl, and made wi:h all !?< 
'.:'!t:. ' •: ;'!'rMl t!ttesiati«»n, and ei'r.lj.^uci *:^i 

.-.:.:'..!• i ".'.:•.:. ■..: a:'.\ furtl'.er f.tLt i<r illj^trit: * 
r!'" ::i:v .'jp.ttt! rr.'-re nf stud\ than .f trsir, 
r' ::v. • \\w tii.tn <=f justice ; .irid, m \h t\, w 
: jr : ! rTv.;Ji <'f passion, that m a \xr\ 
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I began to lift up niy head, my seat was no 
■ nncaiy, my c>xs were indifferent which way 
tbry looked, or what object caught them \ and before I 
«B» nyieif aware of the declension of Mr. Burke's 
ypw « r > over my feeling, I found myself a more 
•pBCtator in a public place, and looking all around it, 
««tb my opera-gla«» in my hand I " 

It ramt be admitted that Miss Bumcy had the 
oaiir«cii of her opinions. 

The Diar^' also lupplics many curious particulate 
«f ibe Kiog'i illncu, though in discussing its political 
aipccti ftbe writei too much like a partisan, and 
aska no allowancea for the difficulties which beset 
tW p«th of the responsible advisers ol the Crown. 
Sbt cvm resents as an insult the action of the House 
«f C^mtmons in investigating the character and pr>'- 
pna di the maUdy- She did not rctlcct that the 
Kinc's government must go on ; if not under tlic 
4inict influence of the King, then under that nf 
■ BcKcnt. Her natural lo>alty was u strengthened 
aad tntcntiftcd b>- her sympathy with the aSuted 
■saanfa tbat she was unable Id look at ihc qucstn'n 
«ilh Wlpreitidked eyes. It would have been a fair 
1 of inquiry what rcstnctiuns should be entailed 
I Um regency, and the was quite al liberty to 
7— » 
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cIkxisc between the plan proposed by Pitt and t^ 
plan promised by Fox. But Miss Uumey would hai 
no re^^ency at all ; and apparently thought that ti: 
countf)' could be j^overned just as well under a nu 
kin^' as under a sane one. 

I'"<»r two years after the Kin^s recover}- Miss BurM 
lemair.cd at Court, though it was c%'ident to b 
frunds that her health and spirits were failing. S 
^rew weaker daily, and it was only at terrible c<m 
both physital and mental, that she accomplished b 
duties. People openly said that the life was lullu 
Miss riurnev, and wondered why her fiAther did d 
:nt(:kre. The fact was that he saw nothing clear 
in the iciamour of deli;;ht which surrounded hia 
the thoj^Iit of his daughter's intimate relations «i 
r(»yalt\. lie was an afTectionatc fatherland i;cncra] 
a {Tudcr.t > ::e ; but he could think of nothing ido 
e\.i!te I or ;:rat:fMr:;; than to live in the constant p« 
scfiLc * : the K:n^' ar.l (Jueen. "Accident,*' ho«rr 

• •:. the j'-th of May, X7';«>, brought him into cooti 
w;th \.\\ (I.ii:.;}:ter. ar.i! ensured a three hoe 

* •:?:'.:..•. — * :i.e «'r.l> eonfcrcntc of that iexxgtl 
they l.a ! \.a\ :n f>ur \cars. She sei/ed this opp 




■ of dndosiog her feelings. To use her own 



I spoke my high and constant veneration for my 
Bgrmi UiMrevs. her mcritx, her virtues, her con- 
sod even her peculiar kindness towards 
t^ But I owneil the species of life distasteful to me ; 
wsi lort to all private comfort, dead tn all domestic 
I wat worn with want of rest, and 
with laborious watchfulness and attendance. 
ty time was devoted to official duties ; and all that 
t liie was dearest lo me — my friends, my chosen 
icictjr, my bnt affections— Ii%*cd nctw in my mind 
rif hf recollection, and rested upon that with 
but bitter regret. With relations the most 
dear, with friends of almost unequaltcd 
! lived tike an orphan — like one who had 
• aalvra] tict, and must make her way as she would 
f thcMc that were factitious. Melancholy was ihc 
where happiness was excluded, thi>ut;h n't 
It cotild be made I where the illustrious 
who were senxd possessed almost all 
acelleiKC, — yet those who were their srr- 
tlwugh treated with the most benevolent 
auior could never, in any part nf the livclonf* 
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day, command liberty, or social intcrcuursc. or 

W'c have a suspicion that Miss Uurney unbov>cr.ei 
hcTscit to her father in less rounded periods. Hov- 
ever that may be, he could not resist her sad tc^sn 
.ind her pale sufTerini; countenance. His c\es hilcd 
wiih tears, and he sobbed out, — ** I have long bett 
ur.casy. though I have not spoken ; . . • but . 
\i \« u wi^h to resi|;n — my house, my purse, my ansi 
sl:;ill be ready to receive you back!*' 

Miss Hiiiney now entertained a hi»pc of speed) 
rcliase. lUit she had not accurately appreciated 'Hi 
lA'.tr.l «•!" htr father's \eneration for ru\alty a: . iv 
1 < i'r.^ir.L;s. It was, in one sense, a disinteretfc^ 
MP.ir.iti'n; f<»r Miss Hurney had lost rather tha: 
]:• ::t(.d l)\ tier c«>nnecti<>n with the Court, and bi 
).:tTistl! Iiad nt»t been a whit the better for it. Still t 
w.i> pU.i^.iTU to speak of *' my dau;;hter. the kccpr 
• I i::t I'-hc."; and it was a privilcf;c to see bei 
v.: rr.r.^ \:\ tlic r<\al tiain. The pleasure And tJM 
I ■ r. :'.«.,, t wtic liis : liic niiNcr)- and the prostration %icn 

- !.ti:. :.:•.:'-.. N- 'tw iih^tanilm^ his effusive affect wc 
.. • !!.t:r *' L-r.ltrt:.ce,** he tc^.k :u» steps to secure hi" 
i: .:.^:}.tt :'v i^.tit) , and mai.\ bi.;;an to think Uu: 
t: : Ir; ••! re lea a* " Wfv:!d be signed only h\ 
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Death. She grew pftler; the suffered from tremblings, 
Imn bneathleuiMSK, from sharp pains in the sides. 
She took tuarlE, and she took wine, and she took 
; the doctor* resorting alternately to stimulants 
d«Dod)iteSi — to vain, everybody said that nhe was in 
decline. Thrice and four timea in an evening she 
« foftcd 10 leave the card-table, and crawl to her 
rn rootD. that b>- do«es of hartihom she might 
r^ bcnclf from swooning. It scemt difficult to 
B that the Queen was i|;norant of her condition, 
mtA ywt equal)}- difficult to believe that she realised it. 
Far the was certainly fond of the Iturnty. and neither 
•he nor the King could wish to immolate a ket:pcr of 
Aa robes on the altar of etiquette. We suppose that 
Myal eyes (iancc but carcleHly at ihcir inferiors ; and 
IB Hits Uumc>' made no sign, the Queen pmbably 
unsuspicious of ihc real dan;;cr cif htr 



At Icsfth Society took up the victim's cau<<c. 
Honce Walpolc wrote to her m termi that did htm 
" Wen j-our talents," he said, " given to be 
in obscurity ? You have retired from the 
4 to a closet at Court, — where, indeed, you will ktill 
' mankind, though not disclose it ; for if you 
I penetrate iU characters in the earliest glimpse 
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I'f its supcitiLics, will it escape your picixinf; c>e 
when it shrinks from your inspection, knowing; thit 
\v\i have the mirror of truth in your pocket?" Mr. 
\\ indham was su justly indignant with Dr. Humn 
tii.it he determined to set the Literar}* Club i:p.a 
htm. ImiswcII ohtained an inteniew with the inan\r 
.it the choir ^ate of St. George's Chapel, and pourti 
• •i:t his vuluhle ani;er : — '* I am extremel) fHatd to ^ce 
Mil. imlttil." he cried, "but verv sorrv to see \v" 
here. My dear ma'am, %%hy du \ou st.iy ? — it woct 
ii«». ma'.im ! \nii must resign! — we tan put up »i:h 
It I'." longer. I tilJ my f^iM^d host the Hi shop f 
L.l:ll^!(. st< List ni;;ht ; we are all ^rown q*..:? 
<;;tr.i;;Lt>ijs.'' Or. her aa\ir.;: the Lhurch, he ac«.c!r.- 
;-.i:-.:cii }'.er. ivmarkii::;, "It yi*u do not quit, mi'asi. 
■»ti\ •»<::. s- ir.e Mulei:l measuies, I a%sure \uu, «:11 
; (. :.iki:.. \\ (.- ^i:.i!I addiess Dr. liurnc\ m a budi : 
1 irr. :L.ii\ *«•< ir-.tke ti:e }:.tiar.;^ue nustlt. We sh^l 
:.ti. ..; :'.!.:::: .lii .it iir.Le." Tdmund I'Uikc was lc%s c-^ r- 
; : .. 1 ..t r.< I li V * /call 'US in her cause ; and he «i« 
..; ; :'.•. '. i ;. ^-.: J> ^i.u.i Kc\noh!s. and all the Icai.r^ 
- '. :. • : :;.' \v< :! i : .i:t .ir.ii letters. The result «At 
: : .-: I >:. I;..: :.'. ;. : ;.; i: i::-.ni Is tcrv.pelltd tn set aside i.:« 
:•. . *.. :. :•- i > .t). a:..: ^wl I ranees |'<rmissios u 
'.'.: \:\ I'cr i<.:ti: ■! :*. .:^'::.it:on. I lien arose a httj? 
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dtficntty with Frances herself. See could not 
•BBunon coun^ to present the memorial ; her heart 
alway* Uikd her when she saw the Queen's entire 
f rew loni fmn tuch an expectation ; " for though " (she 
^y>) " I was frequently so ill in her presence that 
I coold hardly stand, I saw she concluded me, while 
Ufa rcinaioed. inevitably hers." 

At length, the memorial was written and presented, 
tkntogfa Mrs. Schwellcnbcrg. But here, fur the 
kCBcAt of those who know nothing of the awful terrors 
«l life at Court, we must quote ^(iss Bumcy'ii own 

"Mr*. ScbweUcnbcrg look it, and promised me 
her icrviccs, but desired to know its contents. I 
hcoed nunty to be excused §pcaktng them. She 
pmitted. and I then was compelled to own they con- 
tMasd my resignation. 

** How acbast she looked I — how inflamed wtlh 
wmtb \ — bow pctrilicd with astonishment ! It was 
miy ■ dreadful moment to me. 

"She caposlulatcd on such a step, as if it led tu 
4eKn*ctkn: she offered to save me from it, as if 
the peace erf my life depended on avcrlinf; it ; and 
ike OMaaccd me with its bad consequences, as if life 
n these walls, would become an evil. 
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** I plainly recapitulated the suflTcrin^ «ta:c i 
which I had lived for the last three months : tl 
difTiculty with which I had wa.!ed through even tl: 
most common fati;;ucH of the day; the constraint < 
attendance, however honourable, to an in^ahi 
ai.d the impracticability of pursuing such a \\V 
ulicn thus ent'cchlcd, with the smallest chance of tw 
le (tvcrin,;; the health and strength which it hi 
dimi>li .hed. 

** To all this she began a vehement cuiogiw 
(>n the superior happiness and blessing <'f m 
lot. while Hinder such a protection ; and ar.^ 
exliorltd me not if) fiirfcit what I could noi 
le ;.!!:'. 

" I t!un frankly l)e;:);cd her tf) forbear so painfi 
a li^'-iNsiijn, and told Jjcr the memorial was from n 
l.itlxr as wt.l as myself - that I had no nght k 
ai:t?.<<:ity t<> hesitate in delivering it — that tl 
n:;itr. !:e:M!l was prepared to expect it — and thj 
I iiuti p:. ::.:scd n:\ father not to go again 1 
W'::. i. >r till it \\.is presented. I entreated be 
l!.'. rtt'Tc, to ;:a\t tl'.e ;:t>«»dncss to !khovr it 
<«: . • . 

" This was ur-.ar.vwcr.iUc. and she left me with tl 
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paper in her hand, slowly conveying it to its place of 
dntinatioa- 

" Just 1.9 tbe wu gone, I was called to Dr. 
Giabome; or rather, without being called, 1 found him 
k By room at I relumed to it- 

•■ Tliink if my mind, now, wanted not medicine 
tb* (noM ! I told him, however, mj corporeal com- 
planU; and he ordered mc opium and three glasses 
of vine in the day, and recommended reiil to me, and 
tm application to retire to my (riend% fur »ome weeks, 
a» freedom frum anxiety was as necessary to my 
natoration at freedom from attendance " 

What Miu Bumey really wanted was a liMlc mure 
malatioD. Why had she such a craven fear uf the 
SckwcOcnbcrg ? such an exagj^eralcd awe of the 
Qaccfi? We arc forced to the conclusion that with 
al bcr talents she was dchcienl in mental energy i 
m dw we must suppose that the life she had led for 
ftvc year* bad cru>hed out her sclf-rcltance and scU- 



Tbc Queen received the mcnional Kraciuusly, but 

iBMnd of accepting the resignation, suggested leave 

I af abacncc (or six weeks. This wuuld nut do. 

L Ham Borne}'! nervous system had utterly btoken 

I 4i&mmi aad the doclon predicted the worse cunsc- 
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ijucntts if she were n«>l entirely relieved froni \ t 
biinlcn that pressed upon her so heavily. I>r. Huree^, 
thop'U^^hly alarmed, u-cd plain lanf^uaf^e, and in%i%:ci 
that his (laui^hter should and must retire. " A sctXJt 
alm*)si horrible ensued, when I told Ccrbcra [Mn. 
SLhuellenl)erL: the «»ffer was declined. She «a% to 
rr.iith Lnt.ii^'ed f'>r disguise, and uttered the OKtf 
fuiioiis expressions of indignant contempt at (wr 
pr<>cee(!in;;s. I am sure she would K^^^'} ^-^^^ 
c<>r.;'::.'. ! u^ in the F^as'.ilc, had Mngland such a mitcn*. 
as .! fit pi. I (.e l'» hrin;; us to ourselves, from a danr; 
s'l = ■.:t:a;^f '.;'. .ii^ainst imperial wishes." 

r.\t::tiial!\ t!ie Oiieen promised that, after the rcit 
]i::!l: !.i\ . l!.e r»iiiru\ should be released. The proc:*c 
\\a^ :: ! \e:y pur.Lt'.ially kept; but in July %he •!» 
:'..'.!;. ■•. ! frtt. The pr;sMn-d'*<ir was throur. L-pc" 
.1:. i l!.t ^.ijtiw w.ilkt! r»rth, with a pension of /ioj 
.1 \t.tr. !'• L- :. ^' I'w hir f-T litr fi\e \ears' scr\:tudc. 

M'. r 1.1 ! .'.ttrxicA with the Ouecn is thu* d«- 

" V. :• •■ :::•. (,>„•. -.n ».'»n'.mandt(l me to f.»Ii..\* her tJ 

!•. : '.t I V. I . ::; \\\, in muth cmf»tx<>n ; but I V-i 

''. i'.. .1 v.ii.i! ;..! I jM'^^t^l fr.rn Mrs, SvhwcIIcnbc.'X 



::.:.: •'..(: ^':\i:'. me t«i under %tand h<r 






M.t't !\ -A .IS r; ■ t I .r. htr munificent intention, n<» 
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wtthrtmding wlut I had most unaffectedly urged 
•C*inst it — 

*"C«rtftinIy/ she interrupted, ' I »h:ill ccrtatnly 

" * Yet M little,' I continued, ' had 1 thou(;hl it ri^ht 
•• dwcU upon such an expectation, that, in the 
Micf your Majesty would yet take it into further 
ntion, I had not even written it to my 



"'Yoor father.' she again intemiplcd me, 'has 
Uac to do with it ; it i« «olely from mt to 



** * Ln rac then humbly entreat," I cried. "Mill in 
MCBC measure to be considered as a scnant of your 
Majefty, either as reader, or to assist occasionally, 
if lllk. Jaeobi [her successor] should be ill. 

"She looked most i^ciously pleased, and immc- 
(T cloacd in with the proposal, sayinp, ' When j our 
ll is restored, — perhaps sometimes." 

**l then fcr\-ently poured forth my thanks for all her 
goo^DCM. and my prsyer^ for her felicity. 

**Sbc had her handkerchief in her hand or al her 
Kjmk the whole time. I was so much mci^cd by her 
I— ill irrnrtinf; kindncas, that as soon as I got out o( 
ibc ck»ct I tkearly sobbed. I went to help Mile, Jacobi 
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to put up the jewels, that my emotion might the Ic* 
be observed. The Kini; then came into the mora, \\ 
immediately advanced to the window, where I \\c<% 
to speak to me. I was not then able to comport cr 
self steadily. I was forced to turn my head away \t< 
him. lie stood still and silent for some minute 
waitin;: t(» sec if I should turn about : but I could n< 
rec(»ver mxself sufficiently to face him, &trani;e at 
was tt» dn f'lherwisc ; and pcrccivinj; me quite o«n 
comt. he walked awav, and I saw him no more. 

*• Fli^ kiiv'.p.ess, his ;;oodness, his benij^nity, nr»t 
shall I f«»r;:ct.— ntver shall I think of, but with frr* 
j^ratilude .ml rcNtrintial affetlion. 

•' T!u\ wire :: "W all :,'«»iM^ — I took, for the las: wtta 
the l1' ik <'f the Oueen, and, putting it (»\er ht 
*.h ".! it: . sl:::h.tly vir.tured to press them, earrietth 
li:<;:.:!i \r. a \\\ M^ite. ^ayin;;, * fiod .Mmi^hty bki 

'■ S? • :i:::.t ! :• '.iivl. and, putting her hand upon e 
ur::! At ! i: !:"•.. prvssvd it with the jjreatcst kindnrw^ 
.in ! ' i: i. • \\ i\ '.••■: he happy ! * 

" ^'.•. !*. :t •"'. « \? '\\h.elmcd with tender i:ratit9ii 
'IVt :}.:«.'- t". !•. t F'riT.Lessfs were in the next rooB 
t:.t\ ;.i:-. :• ' • vv tht rr. ment the Queen went onw»n 
Prir.vc^v A;.-.. :i ir. 1 PrinLcss Mli/abcth each tec 
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a band, and the Pnncess Royal put hers over them. 
I cxNiM speak to none of them : but they repeated, 
'I wUh >-ou happy! — I wish you health I* again and 
tf^ia, with the sweetest rnj;crness. 
•• Tbcy then set off for Kcw. 

** Here, therefore, end my Court Annah ; after having 
liw«d in the tervice of her MajcMy (ivc years within 
tta day*^from July 17, 1786, to July 7, 1791." 

On tlw whole the impression which an unprejudiced 
will gather from a perusal of iht- Diary \%, wc 
faiTognible to the Royal raniity. Miss bumey 
00 her own bhuwin);, tu have hccn treated 
bf- both King and Queen, b& well as by ihe Prince^^ct, 
with gRat good nature and considerable kindness, 
HicMne want of lhou(;hl may be charj-ed a^ain^t the 
it may on the other hand be ur^cd that she knew 
of the really khous character ufMis» Itumcy's 
Bncaa. and that when ohe did. khe \«a% far from treating 
ilvkh inditfeTence. In giving her a place in the Kuval 
khc prubably thou);ht she was confcrnni; a 
bvour, by secunn^ her against the accidents xf 
making permanent pmvisinn for lier 
\Ve are not sure that the duties were »a 
1 «M>DV»aa MauuUy suppose*. That they Mere inappru- 
I priMt Ibt MUa Bumey, and that the t>cpaiation which 
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they entailed from her family and friends acted r:r< 
injurit)usly upon her ncn-ous system, may be jpar.tei 
but \vc do n«»t think they exceeded the ordinary- *trcr;-r. 
of a healthy youn^ woman. Nor are we disp^>vci to 
a^icc with those who condemn the royal pcnsi'-r. ai 
nu-an and inadequate. According to the then standard 
cif salarits, it was certainly no insufficient acLr ^ 
Icd^mcnt tif <»nly five years' ser\-ice. The diiicomfjcr. 
and haiJships which Miss Bumey undoubtedly €i|«c- 
licnccd were really due to the tyrannical r/^nv o^ 
tl'.c SLhwtllcr.bcrj,'. So far as the royal family arc cjo- 
«.tir.til. they appear to much advantaf;e in )!:%% 
r.;:inc>'s faithful pa;:c^, which afford in all rcspettv. :- 
n..atLi as in st\lt, in subject as in treatment, a plcav- 
i:..: L«r.iiast V' ihi-sc i'f the Clerk of the Cl:>*c:*r, 
(k i-t IV., iht late Mr. Cirtvillc. 



V. 

S«lUK>tTiio&l> by the comforts of home, and the atten- 
tiemM of her friends. Mits Burncy soon recovered 
her heslth aixl »pintii. She tasted once mure the 
fUrttun of bright and witty conversation. Once more 
ah* fauod bcf>elf the centre of a brilliant coterie of wits 
amd statesmen. Inucad of migrating between Kew 
ami Wrndtor, and Windsor and Kew, bhc was free to 
travd where the li%ted ; and by ea&y stat;cs &hc went 
fevai place to place, viuting stately LalhcdraU and 
■^lonac beautiful landscapes. Wi: read of hct as 
miiin, country to the lovely shores o( iiidmouth, pass- 
ive through Famham. Wmchesicr, Salisbury, Wilton. 
lad Dorchester. Crossing the Hie, she inspected 
Fawdcrham C«ttle; thence she journeyed to Collump- 
tio and ita church, " an extremely nch Gothic 
Mrwrtarc"; to Taunton, BridKcwaler, and the ruins 
of Glaatoobury Abbey. By way of Wells she paued 
«• ID Baib, and revived the memories of Mrs. Tbrale, 
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Mrs. Munta^u, Nfrs. Cholmlcy, and others of her < 
friends. She met there with Miss Trimmer, daughter 
the Nfrs. Trimmer of educational celebrity ; with t 
beautiful Geor^iana, Duchess of Devonshire, and I 
future successor, Lady HIi/abcth Forster. Of Duchi 
(jtor^iana, she says : — *' I did not find so much bcjiut; 
her as I expected, notwithstanding; the variati^t 
accounts ; but I found far more of manner. p«>htcfi( 
and gentle quiet. She seems by nature to {><>%%«%» 1 
hi;;hcst animal spirits, but she appeared to me i 
happy. I lhou;;ht she looked oppressed uithin. ihoc 
tlic:c is a native cheerfulness ab<»ut her whuh I fu 
Scarce ever deserts her. There is in her fa 
especially when sh** speaks, a svsectncss ^A got 
lium \ir arul obli;^inj;ness that seem Xn be the rata 
an.l i:. ^tifiLtive (jualities of her disposition; joined 
an optnr.e^s <'f countenance that ann(»uncc% I 
e:v:<'UL 1 1a nature with a eharacter intenJcJ «bc 
\t V i.*'::e.l\, l.iiir.ess, and ^ood purjM»scs/' 

K'. t.r:.:: .; t«> LMp.lun, she re-^uined her Iiteran p 
su:t^. a:. ! L;.tire<l a^ain on the old pleasant I.!c- I 
sisle:. :. '.s M:s. Thillips, was settled near Lcathcrfac 
i:\ S.:rre\. a:. 1 I lances paid her tiequent \iMtv. i 
a!s ■ \i-ti:c ! her father's old triend, Mr l^Kk, i 
i.ved at N'-rLury Park, in the same neii;hboaibfl 
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she became acqaaintcd with a "i colony of 
hencb exiles," who had taken up their residence at 
JBttrprrHall. She had strong prejudices, at (inil, against 
: few »he was the very incarnation of Torjism, and 
■•these immigrants were all attached to the democratic 
BiDMituti'm of 1791, they oRcnded her Royalist prin- 
ciples. But she could not long resist the attraction of 
• tDciely which exactly suited her taste. She was 
fend of brilliant con%'ersation, and no conversation 
CMiU excel that of those polished and clever French- 
■OL. She was keenly sensible to the charm of line 
■■■aen; and )>etter>mannered pcrwins could nowhere 
Wiowidthan Madame dcStaiM— Talleyrand— thr Duke 
•I llocilinorcnc>', and the cx-mini\tcr, M. dc Narlxmne. 
Bow could she remain insensible to m) much wit and 
much knowledge of the world, and *uch 
itic subtlety of observation ? 
with M- de Narbonne mui^t be named his 
and des'oted friend, M. D'Arblay, who had 
^Moad distinction as the Adjutant-Gencr.1l of La- 
fclrtU, and commanded respect by his amiabU- 
tasle for letters, handsome [>crson, and 
aianncn. 

Kin Barney was soon at home am mgst these new 
wA Micbtlol friends. Of Madame de Sta*l she 
8-» 
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writes : — ** She is a woman ut the Ar&t abilii;e%. 
think, I have ever seen : sihe is more in the ^\lc . 
Mrs. Thrale i!) than of any other celebrated character 
but she has intinitely more depth, and ftccm» a 
even piutound politician and metaphyMcian. She hj 
suffered us tu hear some of her works m MS., whx 
arc truly wonderful for powers both of thinking aa 
expression. . . . She exactly resembles Mrs. Thrai 
m tlie arili»ur and warmth of her temper and p«; 
tialities. I rind her impossible to resist...." I 
M. dc Nai bonne she speaks as bcarm^ the h:f;hci 
charaLter l«»r i^oodness, parts, sweetness of mai.ncr 
and re.tJv wit. Talleyrand is ** one of the »ri 
ii'.t.ir.l)eis. and one ol tlie mo^t charming, vf :^. 
c.\qi:iMtL set. His {Hjwcrs nt cntcrtainmcr.i a: 
ast 'i.isiiir.^', both in intoimation and rail^n 
W'i.Ke a^ IT M. D'Arblav, he is "one of the 3^^ 
sin^ui-:i!;« iiiteiestin;; Lliaracter<k that can e%cr ha^ 
l)(.c:. t 'iiiX'l. lie has a sincerity, a Iranknrss, h 
ii:.,t.:.u«^i «'i{.:;i;cs^ ut nature, that I had been uc;«^ 
cr. '..^i; : ' i:.;:ik louU not beion^ tii a iTcn^hma: 
W i::. .li. ti.i , ^vhuh is his muitary p it:on, he . 
|*ass; :..!:(..> !<•:. i t<t liteiaturr, a mosl dcucaS 
cdtiw ;.". ;<; > 'An Ia:i^uar;c, v%cll \ciscd bo&b i 
luiian a...l iic:;:ia:i, and a \ci} elegant poet. H 
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kas JBsl amfertaken to become my Frrnch master 
far pronondation, and he ^ves me long daily lessons 



The rcMilt of these daily lessons wB<i soon ap- 
pwrat. Frances fell in love with the ruined, penni- 
Ins Fnncb imigrf, and he fell in love with her. 
Al kni^th, on good assurance that it would not 
be RfuBcd. he made her an offer nf marriage. 
Dr. Borne)' reluctantly consented. As the loving 

had only Miss Bumey's pension, a small 
and her litcrar\' talents, to depend upon, 
Ike relnclance was not unnatural : but the marriage 
waa celebrated in Micklcham Church on the jist 
rf July. '793. 't proved a happy union, in spite 
mt difference of age, creed, and nationnlily, and 
anther husband our H-ife had cause to regret it. The 
fckaonabtc predictions of prudent friends were never 
Mofv completely faltificd. 

Madame D*Arblay at once set to work tn prr^vidc 
br her husband and herself. She completed a trageily 
•hich she had begun in the time of her Jurtm at Kew. 
aad shortly after the binh of her first child, rn 1795. 
it ««s acted. But her talent was not dramatic, and 
the gods had not made her pidical ; its 

therejorc. need not cicitc our surpnse. 
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• Fdwy and Klj^iva' ran only one ni^ht. At a Iatct 
pcrmd she wrote a comedy, entitled 'Love mtA 
I-'ashinn/ which was accepted at Covcnt Gardcr. . 
but her father prudently interfered and induced he: 
to withdraw it, though she thereby lost £4<<«i. the 
sum nffered for the copyright. jf4«>o, hnwcvcr, coiiii 
not ha\c compensated for the probable injury' to her 
reputation. In 171/) she produced her third novel. 

* Camilla.' It was published by subscnptimi, ard 
met with so ^reat a success that, in three monthi. 
'•nly 5'»o copies remained of an edition of 4(to»t.>. Trc 
!«rlunate authoress realized upwards of y^^^ ^u*"ca» 
\i\ this venture. Yet the critic is compelled .j wi\ 
that 11 exhibits a marked decline of power. Thcrt 
IS rr..;s.!i lively character-paintin;;, but the plot :* 
p'M.:, .iivl the St vie laboured and oppressi\e. Sl^vi 
Huir.iA I-..1S lo^t tlie li;:htncss of touch, the vi\ac::t 
.ir.<l :;.t e.i'^e \\l:iLh. m.tke * I:\elma' and ' Cecilxa ' %o 
».ii.*ry::i::.:. 'I l;e l.eiiir.c. Camilla, ho\\e\er, is *.:- 
:t'.i:.i1*;'. ; .1:: 1 Itw nt Miss lJurne\*s characters at 
h»!tc: t' :...t:\ti «■! m-ire clcirlv dr.iwn than Carr.ilU'* 
-. i:^!' . ■■ \ tl.tTT'.f:-.: a:; 1 smiple as a child ; ii^norart, 
i.". 1 .«:::.'{■.:.:.; .1!! \.\^ rrist-ikes t» li:s ur.!\»:tuna:e 
\\ 1:.! : (f:('. K .•.:-. 1 I..!?!!:. tl:i re-^ult ••! an idle \<^«th« 
i.c :-. \':.v k::. 1'. ! i.e.titc !. avA r7*.«>Nl uijudiwioui ct 



^■a. Especially delightful in his innocence ; it 
iaresU htm with a delicacy which creates vcncra- 
boo. Hit goodness might be the result of a warm 
heart, bat hit ingenuous ignorance of evil has some- 
tktaK sacred and child-like -, whilst the pertinacity 
villi which he considers ever>- blunder the result of 
baok igoorsncc, and every good or courageous act of 
book koowledj^, is as provoking as his strange fancy 
far malcfa-inakiDg." 



ne D'Arblay's literar)' career was interrupted 
ly the peace of Amieni. Her husband %ci/cil itie 
■fpor t anity it offered of returning tn hi^ njtive 
hmA; bal war again breaking out in 1803, he and 
^m family were compelled to remain in France fur 
tkc ikczt ten years. Through the influence of Laurih- 
loB aiMi Lafayette, he had received from the French 
[ a promine that he should be reinstated 
t mihlary rank : but i>n his m.-ikini; a stipula- 
that he should never be compelled to sene 
M bia wife's counlr)-men. Napoleon rc\ukcd the 
and ordered his commission to be can- 
He obtained, however, a subordinate position 
m one ai (he ministerial office*, and on its salary 
aad ft uull pcttftkoa, contrived to support his famil) . 



T20 Repre^tntaHvi tfomrft. 

In i^ij. when Nap<»lcon h:id set «»ul «»n hi* fatal 
Kir sian expedition, Madame D'Arblay, with her %«, 
obtained permission to visit Newfoundland. THn 
set sail from Dunkirk, but the ship in which thct 
hid embarked was happily captured by an Eni^iih 
cruiser, and they were safely conveyed to Enct^nd. 
Her favourite sister, Susannah, was dead, but her father 
was still living, though bending; beneath the wetchf ol 
ciL:bty-six years. He lived for more than a iwehr- 
month after her return : lived lon^ cnouf;h to witncw 
the publication r>f her last novel, 'The Wanderer': 
her last and worst. Pecuniarilv it was not a failorr; 
but, as a work of art. it is almost beneath cootcmpi. 
and we can only regret that Nfadame D'.Vrblay rrer 
wrute It. Its stvie is. as Maiaulav justlv %a%*v ** • 

:t of broken Jr)hnsonese, a barbarous patois^ 
jr.: the Name relation to the lani;uai;e of' Ka%i 
wl.uh tl'.e i:ib!)erish of the nei^rrnrs of Jamaica 
t» tf.e Ii:-.:;!ish of the House of Lords. Simctiisc« 
;: rirr.irHs i;s «.f the f":r.cst. that is to say. the ^ilcfl. 
; i:: «1 Mr. (lalt's n'vels; sometimes of the pcrora- 
t: : *« ' t l:\eter Hall ; sometimes i»f the IcadiBC 
.•r:ilfs .t the .U"r»:;»;.' /* .'. Hut it most rc^nblcs 
:; v J ':ffs li Mr. K'uland ar.d I>r. (ioss. It maStcfV 
r. ! ^%hat ideas are clothed m such a &t\lc. 




I of Shalupearc anil Byron united, would not 
w* « work «o written from f;eneml derision." For 
ovnclvn «e waded through it some yean a^o : but 
bare rrcentiy failed in an attempt to accnmplish its 
Rpcntaal. 

'The Wanderer' was published in i>Si4 ; and in 
ibm wuat year her ton Alexander, a young man of 
Mcb pfoniw. was sent to Cambridce. The restora- 
taoa of the Bourbons «hcd a gleam of sunshine on 
tfept fcrtnnei of the D'Arblay family. The General 
vas tcitored to his rank and its emoluments, and 
•■■bM to ukc up that social positinn which he so 
taBj deaertTd. But, as is so often the case. thi9> 
iMc sommrr was destined to be a brief one. In ihe 
of 1817 he was seized with an attack of 
x- This was followed by an internal com- 
I. which baffled the skill of his medical attendants. 
He tried the wafers of Bath, but with no Roud result. 
Weaker he Rrew, and weaker, until his wife and 
•■■ were compelled to recognise, what the sufferer 
Uaadf bad for some time rorescen. the beginning of 
a« tad. In March, iSiH. he revi^rd a little; but 
Apfil fooftd him suffering from intense pain, and 
tmniUf eihauMed. On the 1st of May he rcccnxd the 
ImI rilts of the Roman Church ; and on the jrd he 
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died. His last iiuurs arc thuh dc&cribcd by M^^i 
DWrblav. 

*' ilc bent fiirward, as he was supported nearly a^ 
ri^lit liy piilows in his bed . . . and taking; my hand, 
and i.nldin;; it between buth his own, he inip:c%- 
si\ely said. *Je nc sais si cc sera le dcmicr mX 
mais Le sera la dernii re pensi*c — noitt rimmtcn ' . . .' 
Oh, uoids the most precious that c%'cr the tcndcrctf 
of huNb.mds left tm balm tu the lacerated heart d a 
suiaIm:^;^' wife! I fastened my lips on hit kned 
hanil >. but sptike not. It was not then that thiMC 
\\iird>. were u)\ blt^sin;;! They a\\ed — they thnlle%i— 
m>>ie than i\:l\ vLiced me. IIuw little knew I ihca 

m 

X\.,i\ he slu'uld sjH.ik to me no more! 

*' T«>\vaids eve!;ir.^' I sat watching in my ar=- 
l!..i:i, a: il A1l\. iema:ncd constantly with me. H^i 
sIcLp ua-« ' cahn th.it an hour passed in which I 
i:. iL.i^t ! ti.t h<<} e that a fa\i»urable cnsis was 
.i:::'>::.:. I:.. it a tuin \\«'ulil take place by whi»a 
I.: < \::.ii ] .'.r:s v.< i;Id be re^to^cd . . . but • . . whta 
t: '. :.:;.:: u .1 . .i^iL:{.d bv another hour, whes i 
^.i■A .1 ..:.:m: .il -tilir-Ls^ in the uhfic frame, such at 
t.i.;: .1'.' .i\\ .i:> ;;nd. I bc^an to be stran^iv 
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r. M :. ' Ai' \. ' ' I \\:.:->pered. * this sleep is cntiwal ! 



•1 v.:i->i'> ar:iM. 



I':.i\ (jod— Almighty (jod .' 



jyAMay. m 



■ ih be far — * I could not proceed. Alex, looked 

■ 4|hsM, but 6nn. I scot him to call I'ayne. I 
<Mnn»tcJ to bcr my opinion that this sleep was im- 
yrlMt, but kept a composure astonishing, fur when 
■o ooc would Rive an}- encouragement, I compelled 
■I'vclf to appear not to want it. to deter them from 
smog mc despair. 

** Another hour passed of concentrated fcelinj;^, of 
hraalhlcM dread. 

" His bcc had still its unruffled serenity, 
tat mctboocfat the hands were turning cold ; 
I covered them : I watched over the head of my 
^ d e^ v A ; I look new flannel to roll over his feet ; 
tkc tfiUnesa grew more awful : the skin became colder. 

**Alca., my dear Alex., proposed calling in Mr. 
Tador, and ran off for him. 

** 1 leant over him now with :.al vuUtilc u* 
hu temple, hii forehead, the palms of his hand^, 
hM I had DO coura^te to feel his puKe, to touch his lips." 

" Mr. Tudor came; he put hi« hand upun the heart, 
X uf hearts, and pronounced that all was over." 



This fTcat affliction was not the only one which 
Madame D'Arblay was called upon to endure before 
afcc bcndl passed from the weary scene. She out* 
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I:\til ;*II the nxmbt-rs <'f licr family, and. (!ccpc\! c^r 

• f .ill. ^hc survived her r»nlv son. This able ard i: 
cnn-.plishcd ^:entleman, who inherited much o< hn 
nviiher's talent, had taken holy orders, risen irto 

m 

]*«>p::larity as an eloquent preacher, and a% minister 
of l'I\ Chapel. Ilolbom, had opened up to him a wvie 
*-j!uie of usefulness. Hut he wa* sei/ed mxth *2 
a!!.tLk nf intlucn/a, in January*, 1*^37. which he had n^ 
^tr-r^rth to resist : and after an illnes\ of onlv thrrc 
V. cck^. succumbed to its violence. The blow wai 
•-••. tre: and thoui^h the bereaved mother bore it with 
r-!:.:i'iiis subrr.issinr, it is scarcely an exa;;i;cratiae tr 

• <\ i!:;tt she never smilcil a;;ain. In 1^30 her fricadi 
r !M(i si^T.s of >;rtat and increasinj* debility. Her 

• :!;t a:d hearint: nearly failed her. Afterward* the 
■ rf':' I nvith frcm s!#.cpless nights and spectn! 

v^. She became more and more feeble: hef 
V ' \ ?:i'iutr.tly uardered : but in her interval* of 

!•.!•■ !::t^s and c<»mp'surc, she v»'as perfectly chccr- 
: !. \ !• :;• 1 :'.!:.;!•.!•; !!y to p/irtions of St. Johs't 
'■ ;•' . •' I sjtr.t Tr.".i?: time in silent prayer So at 

\ \'. • f-r: ! '. t-'v: : a peaceful end; anJ t^n the 
'•■ •• J.i: ■.;•.:;.. i ^ ;". the 4i'th ar.nivcrvar^' cc 
:': ' '■.•..»!}: •! ) •. : :•! *.« 1 sj'«ter Susannah, Hithcc! 

•.:..^^'.e •: .i .;:• jt. I ranees DWrblav paucd t« 
l.tr re^.t. 



MRS. ELIZABETH INCHBALD. 
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have DOW to tell the slor)- uf a Woman who in 
: n^pccu Ruy (airly be considered Kcprc&cntativc, 
|b «fae made no vcr>' conspicuous figure in what is 
m aa Society, and docs nut occupy a very hi^h 
in the republic of Letters, licr lilc was 
remarluble than her works, and her chaniclcr 
more inlcrcstinf; ktudy than her life. Vet hdd 
lOMCucd les> of marked individuality, and h^d her 
t permitted fewer noticeable incidents, she munt 
bare been remembered as a ilramati»t uf some 
J, sad I novelist of no mean order ; a^ the 
BT of ' Such Tbingi Are,' and of ' A Simple 
r,' and ' Nature and Art.' In ' A Simple 
f ' tbc pretcotk u* with one of the mi>kt 
bcroian in English fiction; and lu ' Nature 




126 Reprisintative Womun. 



and Art * she has conceived one of the most pathetic 

and striking situations. 

HIi/abcth Simpson was born at the fami of 
Standinf^ficld, near Bury St. Edmunds, on the 15th 
of ()ct()bcr. 1 75 J. She came of a^ respectable Romaa 
Cath(»Iic family, and was one of eight children. Like 
her fcur sisters, she was distinf^uished from childhood 
by her personal charms ; unlike them, the 
fnr some years from an imperfection of utti 
uliich rendered her almost unintelligible. TUi 
c:rLum^tance induced her to turn for amusemeat to 
h'.r biMiks. and her multifarious reading went (ar to 
i-tTipens.tte for the defective education which was aE 
sl.e L'-uKI procure after her fathcr^s premature death. 
rnl .t!.I\ It also originated that desire for ** scetag the 
\\>:! 1 ** 'A!::Lh ilevcloped into a passion before the was 
t:.:::t-i;: \(..irs old. All the family seem to hare had 
.1 ; :•. !:!i .:i';) f>>r the sta^e ; and Elizabeth carh 
i!« :i:r:-.i:.i ! "H embracing the dramatic profeMaoa. 
l-r ir.:» ;M::ppsc she set herself to conquer, or at 
It..i>: ::..:■..; iv . S.-r diffieulty of articulation. Wnti^ 
I .: ..!! t:.i a : N whKh proved stumbling-block« to a 
!: c -■ ■ \ *>iKeLh. she carried the manuicnfl 

u! \\\\\\ 1.'^: c\er\ where, and in spare 



I 
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UwiB AkMidt ilowly and distinctly. Her 
i opp(Min( bcr wishes, as friends generally do, 
aba wcrctly addressed herself to Mr. GriRith, the 
Norwich manager, tolicitin); an engagement. Hts 
polite rcfaftal led to further correspondence, and the 
nsiAOtic Elizabeth fell in love with a man she had 
■c««r Men. But neither lettcni nor love fulfilled her 
jcAniing after " the great world " ; and on the i iih of 
ApnI. 1773, ahc left her mother's house early in the 
unperceived, and by the Norwich stage 
to Londoti, — a daring adventure fur a girl 
•f dcblcco, of lovely person and romantic disposiiign. 
Her conbdcnce in herKlf. however, was complete. 
md abc waa troubled by no emotion of fear. She 
«sa fkot abtolutcly a stranger tu London, having 
viMcd il in the previous year, when »hc made the 
■eqowotancc of her future husband. Mr. Inchbald; 
■ad khc had friends under whove roof she hoped to 
ted an aaylum. Unfurlunatcly, they had left for 
Wak», and then for the lirst time khc felt Mjmcthmg liLc 
The owner of the hou^e, otnen mg her 
I, invited her to remain mth his family fur the 
She accepted the nR'cr with gratitude; but, 
f rrnembcring the sturies of London rugucr)- 
fMchrd the quiet villages of Nuflolk, 
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she took fiif;iu at the appearance of an cldcTi> 
female, and ^natchini; up her bandbox, ni^icd ovi of 
the house. 

As she hurried along the btrcei with ditordcrtd 
&tcp>. she saw in a window the well-knovki) card, 
'* Lud^inj;s Id Let/' entered the houhc, and rcprc* 
senied herself a& a milliner'i apprentice* whoit 
misticss had occasion for her bed, on the amval ol 
some unexpected visitors from the country'. She had 
seal eel} delivered herself of thi& wild invention, wbca, 
tuiiuii;; her head, she saw behind her the kind-bcaricd 
mail tMini whose house she had tied, and who iud 
n.ituraily loliuwed her in quest ol an cxplanatJOA. 
A^l.anu-d «>f hci { oMtion, she again meditated flight ^ b«l 
li.L (i( I'l was U.Lked upi^n her. and a constable '» ictct* 
\i :.ti>ti: till eat ened. Ilappil\,a bo\ ot t\%cU'e» uhu »ai 
pu^Li.;, sMi.pathiNed witii her distress, and burumf 
II.*.' iL.ii •. iicciuied '* he would ne\cr go to ftchuul 
.i.,.i;:., u:.1l «s t.:ey let the }oung lad> go.'* 

I': :..i..eii .it hi^ request, this beautiful youn|; |^ 
\\.i:.,it:L 1 .ill ut the streets until tuo in the monu&c 
\i..t:. .i::.\i!.^ .it tiie \\ lute Swan on Ilolbom lindcv, 
-lie rij :. It. :.:<..! iitistll as a traveller disappointed a 
i>: 1.i:m:.^ a } ..i.c in t;.c ^ixk stage, and obtained a 
Uii:i ::., — i:.'- \wach, huwcvei, ti.c miUiu*IS» 
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hoMoi to^ care to lock her I Here «he remuned 
fcr ico lUyt, Koing out to dine with imaginary friends 
OS r«pa«ts aa uotubttantial as Duke Humphrey'&, 
aad mlly aubsating on penny rolls and cold 

Sbc had a aicter, a Mrs. Dorothy Hunt, " married 

aod wttlcd" in London; and her house eventually 

aflarded her a aafe shelter, while she used the most 

iadifatigabtc excnioas to procure a theatrical cngage- 

Ooc of the managers to whom she applied 

a Ur. Dodd. He wa& struck by her beauty and 

her tenni ; but presuming; on her youth and him- 

ffecity, made love to her in auch wise that the 

^todsd tady daabed a basin o( hot water in his face. 

■■4 finally broke off the nc^ittialion. By this time 

ike «m» reconciled to her mother, and »urr<junded bj 

Imt fricoda. She renewed her acquamtancc with 

Mr. lochbald, who advised her on the best measures 

fcr fslfilling her hopes, and ventured to address her 

as « Mutor. He had proposed to her while she was 

•dl •! Standtngficld. and been refused. Now, 

Klavsvcr, be was more fortunate. Lliitabelh saw 

^■Aa 4ami^a% 10 which a beautiful unmarried wuman 

■•««M be cxpoftcd in the theatrical world. «nd after 

HiBMi alicl bculatioa accepted Mr. Inchbald's uBer, 
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cooditioD, lor the knew fthc could not hope to 
and cmquer (he world in her profession. But 
s coamjfcouB uid * resolute woman, she would not aban- 
4aa the path Khe had marked out for herself. If she 
caoU ool triumph throuf^h genius, bhe would win a 
loccew by application. She availed herself, 
of ber husband's advice. The two walked 
■bnMd — up hill and along the sea*shore — reciting their 
^■fta, and studying expression and gesture. She took 
■vary opportunity, moreover, of storing her mind with 
kaowledcei v<d read attentively every book that 
caac in her way. It will illustrate the labours of the 
Ifc— Irical profesaion, and, at the luimc time, demon- 
■tnlc the industry, intelligence, and varied capacity 
«l Mim. li>chb«ld, if we transcribe the li&l of characters 
wkacfa ahc perfonned in a single month : — 



Oct. a. Ura. Strickland in 
H 4. Imoftcn 
„ 5. Uisa NeviUc 
H 9. Locia . . 
. 10. The Qoccn . 
. ». Iliw Aobny 



Suspicious Husband. 

Cymbclinc. 

She Stoops to Conquer. 

Cato. 

Spanish Friar (Drydcn's.) 

Fashionable Lover. 

Venice Prticrved. 
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Oct. i6. Dcsdamona . . Olhcllo. 
Traffic Muse and 

Rosalind . . . Jubilee.* 

,, rS. Monimia . . . Orphan (Otwij*'*). 

,, 10. Palmira .... Mahomet. 

,, 20. Fanny .... Clandestine Marriaipt. 

„ 25. Silvia .... Recruitini; Officer. 

M 26. Jane Shore . . Jane Shore. 

,, 30. Calphamia . . Julius C^sar. 

What drudgery is here ! What an incef^&ant 
on the faculties ! Flow could the renderinc of * 
many and such diverse characters be other thai 
mech.1nic.1l? From Imogen to Silvia what a leap 
But pn>hably Mrs. Inchbald contented herself wtl 
lookin:: charminj^, deliverinjj her speeches prettih 
and prt^cntin^ a fairly intellectual version of ead 
charatttr. She did not attempt to ••create." Aii4 i 
she fa:!^d to astonish or command or enchant kr 
audicrAt**, she did not offend them. 

In Jcr.c, 177^*, when at Kdinbury^h. Mr. Inchbald hai 



• I:.. * . .Ik '.'I I'f ir.iv; :*•• i.!r :n tuliKh Sh&k»prafr% 
f\,\\ : *.r: , ir-r :r.!r ■ «! .. f*! I? %» in written for the 




■ tfiifnitc with hit audience, which induced him «nd 
hi* wife to throw up their engagements, and quit the 
dty. He had »omc skill with the brush, and desiring 
!• iinprQvc it by le»>on» from a French artist, he 
naolnd on going to Pant. His wife rejoiced at the 
ifipui tuntiy of studying the language. They spent 
•BOM pleasuil weeks in seeing all that Paris had to 
■h a w; and then, as funds failed them, returned to 
KMf^Mtid. At Ant, being unable to obtain any en- 
Its, they suffered very great distress; several 
« wbik at Brighton, dispensed with dinner and tea, 
net, instead of dining, went into the fields to cat 
Mr. Inchbald. in November, procured an en- 
mt at Liverpool for himself and his wife. It proved 
lale one, for it led to their acqunintance with 
Mn. SitUoos. whose star was then scarcely risen above 
Ikt bcwuon. and, through her. with the Kembles. 
PMbi Liverpool thc>' proceeded in Janu^iry, 1777,10 
y«k, wberr Mrs. Inchbald lirst felt a desire to give 
■ion to her thought and fancy, and began, in 
her ' Simple Story.' Iter leisure %hc cm- 
in reading, and reading methodically. This 
warn a l»ppy period of her life, nutwiihstanding 
•ecaatooa] disagreements with her husband, due, 
MBsbsca, to bar km of admiration, which provoked 
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his jealousy, and sometimes to her exactncM in mono 
rnattrrs, which irritated his temper. He was devotedly 
ttiaclud to his beautiful wife, and &he, on her pan, 
•vims to have cherished a sincere esteem for hiB- 
1*1:1 s!:c uas still in the prime of her youth, while be 
*A.fs aihiincin;; towards middle af;e, and she could aol 
<irny hiTsclf the pleasure of receiving the homa^ of 
}ur admirers, conscious as she was of her power to 
!' 'riul licr self-respect. Moreover, her temper was 
sinL:i:larIy variable; and in a moment the sunshex 
V. (HI shed from her lr>velv face to be succeeded br a 
!:i.i\y (.jiiiid. II LT imperil lusness knew no b.^undt . 
s?:e expected instant nhedicncc if she expressed a 
nr uttered a command. Mr. Inchbald. as we have 
p.iir.ted — as he acted — '* indifferently well." He was 
.t! A.i\ > niakini; portraits of his wife, which failed td 
L' nvey any accurate idea (»f her charms. Hut ooc 
(i r. . }.( J.. I i ^."pied with snme skill a likeness of Gar- 
w.'k. :\vA u.is so en^Tussed in his succes\, that wbca 
:•«'! !'• rlinner he ft»r:;(»t to obey. This nei^Wct 
. • Tf ! Nf:s. IrKi.hald t'* such an excess that %he «ctKd 
r ; •i:.*:::: and t-re it in pieces. 

I;:' Kf TT.Mes AvA the huhhalds were now so ifitJ- 

.!• \\.a\ !l'.e> trj\' llrd t'«^»ther, lived toi;ether, read 

* .'tl.rr, ar. ! aLti.l toirither. This artistic hamaeT 
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prrruWil for levcnl months, until the Kemblcs and 
lln. Siddoos were called away to Livenxwl by a pro- 
J cngEffcincnt. Mr. and Wrs. Inchbald went 
I to CuilcrtKin', where they met with Holcroft, 
I an actor, afterwards of some repute as a novcliu 
and dnnutirt. His ' Road to Ruin ' sttil holds the 
caice. Their next destination watt York, where old 
Tctc Wilkinaon, the well-known eccentric manager. 
1 them a pcimancnl position. They left York, 
May, and mtgrated to Leedtt, where. 
Ml tike 5th of June, 1779, iheir married life was ter- 
■MB»«d by the sudden death, from dihcasc of the heart, 
•f Mr. Inchbald. " A day of honor." wmtc Mrs 
tecfafaald, " followed by a week of gritf, horror, and 



Mr*. Inchbald was now a widow at the af;c of z6. 
la dM tbit months of her bereavement she was for- 
ttaala bi sccsrini; the advice and a^isiancc of John 
nflip Konblc, who conducted himself like a true 
■ and a sincere friend. She appe^n In have 
a ttrasii; admiration for his many ccncruus and 
I qualities, and, in her own landid phrase, 
J have jumped to have him"; but thnuKh he 
1 and admired her, be fell no warmer feclinK^. 
Oa tfaa other hand, her suitors were many ; some, 
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prcsumin;; on her defenceless position and her pr.izt- 
sion as an actrt-ss, venturing upon di%honounb< 
proposals. whJLh were promptly and sternly rejected, 
not a few, like Suctt, the comedian, caf^er and wilhn< 
to enter int>> a matrimonial alliance mth so charmxcf 
and prudent a woman. 

Towards the close of Z780, Mrs. Inchbald quitted 
the provini (.s, ana navinf; obtauned an engagement at 
Covent (lanien Theatre, made her appearance bcfarv 
a London audience. As Ladv Touchwood, in Slru 
Cowley's cle\tr comedy of 'The Belle's Strateges.' 
^he was toUialih successful. She also acted Ucllano 
in l>eaum'»ni arvl I'letcher's ' I'hilaster.' but suffered 
by c<<::ip.iii < n vvith Mrs. Yates, who had fomeriT 
p!:i\ed th'. pet. The manager, Colman, though: 
sut::cunti\ a'.)! •>! her abilities to raise her salanr tc^* 
tiirec p -J!. ! . .t *.\f ck then rt^'ardcd as a very satislac- 
t :\ :(.:!v.::.' : t*. : n ; but insisted on the disagreeab'^ 
cr.-Iitin:: :': it sl.t- shi>uld walk \n pantomime. Meaa* 
li::\:. , }.' -A . .!y employed in writing farces, though 

expcru:. :. - iiltle difTiculty in gettmg them acted. 

I: u.is r. !. :•. :- !. ur.tii the 'ith of July, 17S4, thu 
s:iv nul^i' .• i 1:: pr'Klucmi; ' The Mogul Tale' at tbt 
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HajrmariMt. She acted in it, and it "went off with 
peat ■ppUnae." 

Here wt may pauK to present an inventory of the 
diaimt of this remarkable woman, as drawn up by 
wtme fond admirer, and endoned by herself on the 
manuicript, " De&cnpiion of Me." Thus it 



Agt. Between thirty and forty, which, in the 
of a Lady's birth, means a little turned uf 



" Hitgkt. Above the middle si/e, and rather tall. 

" Figmrr. Handsome, and strilcinf; in its general 
air, bat a liltk too stiff and erect. 

** SkM^t. Rithcr too fond of sharp angles. 

'Sim. By nature fair, ihough a little freckled, 
■■d with a tinge of sand, which is the colour of her 
aylaihi-s. but made coarse by ill-treatment upon her 
ducks and arms. 

" Hmr, Of a sandy auburn, and rather too blraiKht 
■■ wcU aa thin. 

"Pact. Beautiful in effect, and beautiful in everj' 



Pull of spirit and swrectness ; 
ly interestini;, and. without indelicacy. 
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*' Prew. Always becoming ; and verj' seldom wociii 
so much as ciKhl pence." 

The gentleman who drew up this cola/o/^u/ rjiuMM 
may have been an admirer, but was certainly do 
flatterer. As a set-ofT af^ainst it, let us take the letter 
which Jiihn Philip Kemble addressed her on the 
^uiecss of hcT hrst dramatic composition. It 1% dated 
Li\crpo<il. July 17, ijb^ : — 

*' Next to your sW/, nobody can be more inclined to 
think highly of your pfodncUons than I am; bat, 
.'lias ! my poetical days. I believe, are Rone by. Is 
my best pretensions, I was but an indifferent rh>'mcr . 
ri'T in my vainest m(»mcnts ever thought any thiac ' 
r!i 1 fit \n he called poetr}'. I have ransacked bt 
I'l.tins for apt parallds. but to no purpose. I caasoc 
Y i\ you a compliment in verse too hi|;h for what I 
tr-.ily think of you in prose ; and I might tell >tni, tlul 
;"'.try is too essentially fictitious to answer tbe 
pirpiscs i.f real esteem, and to express, 
[:.(]Nt-. The fault, however, at present, is la 
r: •! in th.e art. I repeated you some lines of Bjr 
tr.i:.' iatmn from Ovid, uhen I was in town: I thovfltf 
t • l.ave t:nishefl the Kpistle in the country; bot 00 
^-:ih thing. I have laboured and laboured so tooiC ■ 
\a:n A\ It. that it is now thrown aside from an alMoitftt 
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Kc of wmsting to much time to no manner of 
The trath ia, my health declines evcr>' day. 
e neither tpiritt (in which I never abounded) nor 
\ (of which inclinatiun, pcihaps, wholly supplied 
tbc pUce> to attempt any thing for my improvement in 
^obte ktten. You know me. I believe, well enough 
•b ied (or me when I uy. but with all my ambition I 
•■• afraid I shall live and die a common fellow. Vuur 
npUar and continent life Rives you the assurance ol 
naoy healthful >-ears; and your uncommon talents, 
9 forced themselves into notice, will crown 
with growing reputation. If I could wntc, I 
lid : 1 cannot — so you muht receive esteem 
of fiallery, and sincerity fur wit, when 1 
ir there is no utnuMtt 1 mote truly admire, 
any mmm whose abilities 1 mure highly 



Mfs. lochbaM's success as an author did not tail 
• infnair her attractions as a wuman. Among 
feaaa who dangled at her heels was Sir Charles 
7. a wit. a man of fashion, and a wntcr u( 
: Mn if 5oci^. He called frequently upon 
ktr. though not always admitted to an audience ; he 
«««■ losmcd on ber walking out with him, and she 
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thought at one time that his attentions were bccomicc 
very particular; but. after all, he never got be>ood 
friendship. Perhaps he was alarmed by the capnciow 
ness of her temper and the hauf^htincu of her inde- 
pendence. She appears to have cherished, we must ow, 
a ver}' cordial regard for this accomplished gentleman: 
and to the last always spoke of him with affectionaU 
esteem. Yet it may be that she was not capable of 
love, and that her coldness had something to do vttk 
the indecision and ultimate retirement of luch mca 
as Sir Charles. Certainly she had many honounhk 
suitors, and many eNcellent opportunities oi cob- 
ti.iLtin;; a reasniiably h.ippy union; but somehow sr 
cth.cT the former alwavs withdrew, and the latter 
w.is r.e\cr completed. It may seem a small thxn^ to 
s:iv ::i \.<'rr.n:cn(lation of Mrs. Inchbald that thn>uC^ 
\.\\ ti.L- \ u : .^-iliit'ts of l:cr c.ircer she prescn'rd bcf 
^•.!t-:L^; c^t, ar.d th.it \\\%: most malignant scaniai- 
r: :'L:cr r.t\i:r dared to asperse her reputattos. 
I:: ::uti;. :t \^ a I'.i-^h eiil'»-ium. For Mrs. Inwhha^ 
V. .« :.< t •>::!> a I<\tly and f.i scm at m^^ woman, but as 
.1 :r'.'^: ar.l in tii-'su d.ns chastity was the Utt 
\. ••..». t'l..tt a:: a^tre h w.in suspected of pc>%%e%S£zag. 
I i :■•• • ! \\'zx .ii:t"?)i«"^'r.iphical fragments Mrs. 
I W-.kA s.i\N : — 
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" To hive ftjced the degrees and shades of female 
viftae, poaaewed at this time by the actresses of the 
Ha>'marfcct Tbcatra, would have been employment for 
an able casuist. 

** Ooc n-ening, about half an hour before the 
cvtam was drawn up. some accident having; happened 
is the dreautiK-room of one of the actrcHscK. a woman 
«f known intrigue, nhe ran tn ha^tc to the dressiag- 
rsom of Un. Wells, to finish the business of her 
MOct. Urv Wells, who wax the mistress of the 
««ll-kBOwn Captain Topham. shocked at the intni- 
■MQ <A a reprobated woman, who had a worse 
character than herself, quitted her own room and 
na to MiM Farrcn'ft, crj'ine, * What wtiuld Cap- 
tain Topham say, if 1 were to rcTnuin in ^uch 
eonpany ?' 

** No sooner had she entered the A<m\i, to which 
as an asylum she had fled, than Miss Farrcn 
flew out at the door, repeating, ' W'iiat would 
Lord Derby say. if I should be seen in such 
coapaoy ? ' " 

With this Mra. Wells, however. Mn. Inchbald 
farmed a clo»e intimacy, which ^hc refund to dia- 
csatwoe Dotwithttanding the evil reports thai were 
ctvariaiad trf bcr Eriend't (ollica and vices. And it ii 
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to the credit at least of her charity, if not of 
prudence, that her friendship followed the unfortui 
woman to the close of her sad career in the madbc 
and the K^ol. 

In 17^4, her first comedy, Til tell >'ou What 
the title was Colman% — met with a fa%'oar 
reception at the Haymarket. The cast tnds 
Parsons, Kensley, Palmer, Bannister, Mrs. Bi 
Mrs. Hulkcley, and Miss Fairen. It is not, be it s 
a vcr>' f^ood comedy. The characters lack distil 
ness ; the plot is not clearly e\'olved ; and 
lan^ua^e is commonplace. There are two or tl 
passages of questionable humour which we cc 
wish Mrs. Inchhald had never written. One 
the smartest speeches is that of Colonel Do 
ri^ht : — 

*' I don't like to see a woman cr)*, but I can't I 
to sec a man ; his tears come from so deep a too 
— A man's tears always appear to have come a I 
journey ; and therefore I notice them as strafl| 
that ha\c ^'one through fati|;ue and trouble on ll 
way; — \%hiic a woman's tears I consider as a 
neighbours that can call upon you when they like* 
generally drop m on all occasions.** 

.Mfs. Inchhald \sas fond of money, amd 00 doubt 
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I the Csoo that represented her share of the 
Ifncced* of her play, with peculiar satisfactioD. It is 
walkf juM In u)', however, that &hc was a woman 
^ abundant charity to whom the distressed never 
■pf ah il in vain, and that all her relatives profited by 
hm boonty. 

We must return once more to the story of her 
wnton, who were as numerous and as pertinacious as 
c's. A Mr. Glo%-er, who had first made her ac- 
Kc at Hull, had followed her tu York, and aftcr- 
vaffcto London. Convinced that her f^cnitis, beaut) 
aad virluc might adom any station, he u^cred her hi 
haad, prf>p04inf; at the same time to settle upon hti 
^y» a jear. But she was still dreamm^; of becoming. 
Lady [lunbur>'. Another votar)- was " Peter I'in 
4v,~ the noiDTiout Dr. Wo 1 cut, but he dues no' 
Mgipisi to have been ^'cry earnest in his attentions 
At a later date (1788) she became acquainted witl. 
Dr. Warren, a (ashicmable physician, and a handsunu 
aod afrccable man. He was married, however; and 
•kc limited their intcreoursc to a I'latonic fncnd- 
rilip. There can be no doubt that she admired 
bia greatly, and. after her candid unconventional 
faabioa, openly professed her admiration, walkioi; 



14^ Reprt^entative Womtn. 

up and down S;Lckville Street, where ht resided, is 
t^rder to l«>ok up at his window, and contcmpU- 
tin;; his portniit as eagerly as any female devotee 
the portrait of her favourite saint. He died ifl 
1797, and she affected to be penetrated with 
sorrow. It was a wild, fugitive fancy, — a capncc. 
— a whim, rather than a serious attachment : asi. 
indeed, wc art- strongly inclined to doubt whether is 
the \vhi>Ic course of her career Nfrs. Inchbald'% hint 
was rcallv mt)ved. 

Wc p.iss ovtT her various farces t.*^ ome t^ 
the pr".i;:.:i.iM rjf her comedy, * Such T>.:n^\ A"?/ 
in ir**r- "i'"* brought her in a comfort- 
little I :! ir.L- uf /"t/X), which, with her usual pr 
IcTivt, '■« i:i\'.stcd in the funds, makm.; no aIk 
tion 1:: ! M frup^al mode of living. It \s a 
*■ lii! J \ work, with some *«!r:fc:r4 *:•.»• 

i: r.s. ''V.^tin;; plot, and a vtrikm^ crntriH 

• f y.\. ' iv. the arbitran' Sultun ar.J tSe 

?'.:•.'. M.. IlaswcII, a stu!*.. \.\ !hc wit. 

■ f :;. , :!i: 'pi .t Howard. The r-al^r^I ha- 

•'. .: • '. r.irners and the M T.-'-rable Vr 

Tw.:.-. .."■ !.: !)c relished, perh.aj •, c\cn at tbc 

I 
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Sodt Tbin^ Are ' wai followed by several 
fitfcea, two of which, ' The Midnight 
* and * Aoimal MagnciiBtn,' still hold the 



II. 

Hum III* Mis. Inchb.ild*s fame had been t r.rir.tJ 
withiiitli'. liotdcts (»f the theatrical world; but in I7«:. 
her m>vtl. 'A Simple Stnr>/ e.Ntendcd it Hhcrc\er ::? 

ICnL^li i: l.tn::ii.i::f \%as read and sp«»ken. This. ur. ^-?^• 
lIo^..l^i\. In < r.c «'f liic mastei pleats <»t I';ni:lish r^t. " . 
.ind i.'-y.L \t\:i a woman ^f real ::tnii;s t'>'jl! ha\e »:.V:- 
II. Vtt. t" <itl:nc its special nuiits is r;««l ca*') T:c 
la::.,.i.i,:« r:t\ir rises int«» a ;;l<'^Mr.j; «'r pawi-r.*:; 
ti- ', :• :..(. . .1:. i tml)"djcs n»»ne i«f tlj-sc pre^jnar.! r?::s.- 
ti. r. .1'.: ;•:;:! 'phiw.il maxims whicl: uc ha\c IcArr.ci 
!•■ .. !i:..:t .: :l.c p.i;;t.s "t (iti«ri:e Iwr«»t. (>: ;-'t 
• :i .:.;:. ;. :;.(.:?. i^ \t.ry liltic ; aiid that little vl <\ - : 
.ilt.i::' : : ;.'. : r^t, p:Lt;;rt .(|Ut.r.tss, .tr.d r;Jcl::) '. 
C :..i i ::• !•. •.•'' SKct.hc^. I he pi"t is iLi.i : .• 
It.. :.:. ::•.'. ::< ::; •tri'-ati' r.al ti-nij IjL^ti*-:-.* . a'O 

::.'. .. .... :• :. 1. 1 i. ■ ::'..iikcd :i.iii\iJuaiit\ t" :.':-.|fc\* 

ti.'. : . ■ ::.' IV, a-, is tilt La^e Hith thovc C 
1 .(..«.: Lit. I'erhai s the titic i;.^ci .v 




e to tbe excellent quality which has secured for 
Mn. lochbald't work an enduring reputation. It is, 
in very truth, i ttm^ story. In all Engli&h ficlion we 
kaow of nothing more natural, more unafre(;tcd. The 
patboa, aa well as the humour, is spontaneous ; there 
Mn no sifma of effort, no attempts at elaboration. The 
Banvtive flows on like a clear, full, and tranquil stream, 
t the reader with it in a dcli};htfully easy 
We forget — we do not notice — the literary 
ve care very little about occasional 
4efacta (rf laate ; we do not trouble ourselves in inquire 
wfaelbcr tbe author has studied the canons of criticism 
m has any idea of the conditions which govern the 
oovdist's art. Here is a touching talc, cxquisitv in 
ila ««y want o( ornament, which rivets our attention 
frocB the first word to the last, which has mnny halting 
•ortcncc* but not a supcrlluous line. We read it. we 
wijoy it. we do not want to criticise it. It is nothing 
too* that in its composition Mrx. Inchbald wove to* 
Ctthcr a couple of novels which she had previously 
attoBplcd ; that she borrowed a hint in doing so from 
•The Winter's Talc.' The book is all her own; the 
fresh ovtpouring of her brain and heart ; and it is 
J book which he who has once read will never forget. 
The beroinc. Mist Milner, it young, beautiful, and 
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lovable : with a strong will which leads her frequently 
into trouble, but a tender heart that alwan %eccrf^ 
for her a sympathising friend. She \% the ward { 
a Romish priest, named Dorriforth^ who is naturallj 
generous and endowed with strong sensibilities, bvt 
has trained himself to observe an inflexible standari 
of duty. The death of a relation opens up hrs 
succession to a peerage, and the Pope in cense* 
quence dispenses with the vows of the priest. Bet 
his acquired asceticism does not desert him ; and his 
admiration (^f the rare gifts and graces of his ward 
docs not blind him to her thoughtlessness and lott 
of ple:ivure. He has ample opportunities of obsen:r{ 
her faults, f.ir she resides in London, in the sasc 
house with him and two Catholic ladies, Mrs. Hortcev^ 
and her niece, Nfiss Woodlcy. He complains of bcr 
Kaict:is, and oSjects to many of her fashionabi^ 
visitors. esPtLi.illv to a Lord Frederick Laikuln. 

mm 

the \<*i:r.^cr sin of a duke, a handsome man, axvi a 
p:ofl:.;.it-. H'j wish.cs her to favour the addresses rf 
a R.' !• ! ^\\\\ :, Sir liduard Ashton, the austerity of 
\v!.. *.•.■ xrtvjt . I'.' wever, is far from agreeable to M:« 
M '• ' r 

Ore ::: Tnir^-. as he meets his beautiful but ua- 
t.i::.c 1 ward L^on the staircase, he accosts Imt r*^ 




**'! hope Mitt MUoer, you pau thi& evening al 
hone?' 

** UopfvparKl fur Ibe ladden question, she blushed, 
■■d replied. 'Ye«*i though she knew she was en- 
^Iged to a brilliant asMmbly, for which her millhier 
had been consulted a whole week. She, howe^xr, 
ittlcrcd herself that what she had said might be 
Mcvacd as a mistake, the lapse of memor>-, or some 
atkcr trifliDE fault, when he should know the truth. 
Tbe tmtb was earlier divulged than »he expected; 
IvjaM as dinner was removed, her footman delivered 
c to her from her milliner, contcrnint; a new 
a fc>r the evening — the prtunt evening panicularly 
Her guardian looked astonished. 

***I tbought. Miss Milner, you gnvc me your word 
ifeM you woald pai>i this evening at home ? ' 

*** I mistook; (or I had before given my **ord that 
I iboald pass it abroad-* 

** * Indeed ! ' cried he. 

** ' Yea. indeed ; and I believe il \\ rif;h( thai I 
ihovU keep my finx promiae, is il out ? * 

** * The promitc you gave me, then, >uu do not think 
M tmf consequence ? * 

*• ' Y«^ certainly, if you do.' 

-'Ido.* 
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*' ' And mean, perhaps, to make it of more coaie- 
([ucncc than it deserves, by being offended ? * 

**' Whether i>r not, I am uffendcd— vou &hall fifid 
I am ? * And he hxiked so. 

'* She c.iu^jht his piercing eyes — hers were in- 
mcdiatciv cast down ; and she trembled, either w:t^ 
shame or with resentment. 

" Mrs. Ilorton rose from her chair — moved the 
•Iccantcrs and fruit round the table — stirred the drt, 
.m'l Lame hack to her chair af;ain. before another 
was uttcit<i. Nor ha.I this >;ood woman's aihcn 
l.iS'ljrs i.iktn the least from the a%%kwardncNs ol the 
sikr.cc. which, as s«ion as the bustle she had rontniTd 
w.is i\i:. returned in its full fi'rcc. 

" At la»»t. Miss Milncr, risini; with alacnty, was 
: ; m:::::^ t^ :;'i <'Ut «»f the room, when I)omf«^nh raited 
1:: ■ \"ici:. ir. ! in a tone of authority. »»aid : 

''M:-< M. !:.'.:. \ou shall not Ica\c the h<>uftc tktt 

• 

* " •^^ 

'* ' S.: * * s;:t exclaimed, with a kmtl ni doubt ci 

••.: .\ : '. } .1 ! ^eard ; a -virprisc whuh fixed her hftsd 

• ': !'.e I ■ r -he l:.t(l h.ilf-i pmcd, but which now she 

v. • i !:t.:'-t'.! irre !i;tc wliethcr to i'pcn wide » 

k\- :: .r..v, « : t- s*:;it ^ul'n:issivclv. Hcforc she cocid 

!'.i. ht :-c fr-m his chair, and said, wilb a 




fate* and wannth tbc had never heard him use 



*' • I commend you to stay at home this evening.' 
And be immediately walked out of the apartment by 



ll will easily be understood that in spite of, or on 
■ cco uB t of. tbc«e bickering!). Mi» Milner and Dorri- 
fartli fall in love with one another : a result which the 
iMacr** lotor and friend, a Jesuit named Sandford, 
with dismay, and endeavours to render 
It is said of him that he knew huw lo m- 
the sentiments and sens;itii)nM of all human 
i but >-et be hid the forbearance not to " draw all 
towards him." There were wmc whose hatred 
k* Ihoncht it out unworthy his pious labours to excite ; 
■ wliidi be waa more successful even than in awaken- 
ll was an enterprise in which he rapidly 
with Miss Milner. .And hardly could il be 
when he was continually holding up to her as 
a pattern and an example a cenain Mi«s Fcniim. the 
pmndt of Lonl EUnwood, Mr. LVimfonh's cousin, who 
«M ■ rairrar of all the virtues, and nut less lovely 



At lcii{tb, Mba Milner cmiarnts, in compliance with 
bcr (oardiaii't wiabet, to retire into the country, where 




154 Rtf^rtstntativ€ Womtn. 

hcT bch.iviour for six weeks is all that can be dc\xrcd 
Then Mr. Sandford, by extolling the excellences flf{ 
Sir Kdwanl .\^hton, vigorously provokes an outbont* 
She proceeds to encourage the addresses of Led 
Frederick L;iv. r.Icy, though protesting that she 
not marry him. and by her wilfulness arousing the 
anger (if Dorriforth and causing the distress of Mi 
Woodley. Lawn Icy, unable to reconcile her smika 
with her refusal of his hand, not unnaturally attributes 
it to n40Tifott!:'s inter\*ention. He charges him «iik 
monkish h\pcctisy, and Dorriforth refrains fraa 
reph ; but wlan the young Lord hastily covers Una 
Milner's h.md with passionate kisses, he lu%cs ka 
self-control, and strikes him. A challenge, of 
follows, whicli Mr. Dorriforth, a man of honour 
well as a privst. does not hesitate to accept, lie 
Lord I-'rclcriLk Lawnley this reparation, and noC al 
the ar^uriuM^. entreaties, and menaces of SAndfari 
can shake l;is ; iirp^se. Then, in her remorse at tbt 
e\il site !:.is w: u^ht, and her terror lest the cad 
shriuld bv I> :::i'rth's death. Miss Milner thfwi 
herself at ).!s int. and, as her only means of savvig 
him wh'j:n s!:f. m..ic:1\ lo\es, pretends an affect loa far 
Li*: J I'itiif.::v f. La\i:ilc\, and exacts from Domfactk 
a promise th.ii l;c Hill nut fight him. Wbca kft 
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with MJM Woodl^ the begins to realise the 
t «f the ncriflDe the has made. In reply to sn 
vstioa of her friend's she exclaims : 
Do foo snppoM I love Lord Frederick ? Do 
rappose I can love him ? Oh ! fly, and prevent 
mr (lurdian from Iclting htm such an untruth.' 

\^'hat can you mean?' says Miss Woodlcy, 'I 
fRMcst you terrify roc,' 

Ply,' the repeats, ' and prevent the inevitable 
■ eoDaeqoence which will ensue if Lord Trederick 
■hoald be tuld this falsehood. It will involve us 
•■ ia prater disquiet than we suffer at prcKiit.' 

***Theo what hat influenced you, my dear Miss 
Hibier?' 

"'That which impels all my actions — an in- 
nmottotable instinct — a fatality that will for ever 
nadcr me the rvosI miMtable of human bein);^, and 
yd fOQ. ereo you, my dear Miss Woodlcy, will noi 
pfeymc.' 

Mias Woodley presses her in her arms, and \av>% 
thai whik sbe is unhappy, from whatever c>u», slic 
■fll win pity ber. 

*" Go to Ur. Uonifonb, then, and prevent him from 
m Lord Frederick.' 
Woodlcy icjouiB : — 
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*' * Hut that imposition is the only means of pre%^ai- 
\r\^ the duel. The moment I have told him that ytm 
affection was but counterfeited, he will no Ioniser refim 
accepting the challenf^e.* 

"'Then/ she exclaims, *at all events, I an 
und >nt* ! for the duel is horrible, even beyond cvcn- 
ihini; else' 

"'How so?* inquires Nfiss Woodley, ' since yo« 
h.'ivc declared that you do not care fur my Lord 
Irederick ? * 

" ' Hut arc you so blind,* returns her fncnd, 

•.is t«t believe I do not care for Dorrifonh " Ofe, 

M:as W'liodley, I love him with all the pasuce 

; a mistress, and with all the tenderness c4 a 

\\i!e ! ' *' 

'.fiNS W'oodlcv is a Catholic, and this avowal of V?«t 
t r .1 priest is ver\' shockiof^ to htr. She insists that 
M: s Nfiir.er shall remove from l>ornforth's house, aarf 
!:- !^ .1 pretext in a visit to a friend, iiut. torn b« 
••: tv'i'.: r.s, '-ur heroine falls dangerously ill. Os 
:r. -.cry she Icams that Mr. Domforth. throejc^ 
::. -^ s-.:(iilcn death, has become Lord Flm^ 

• i ' ■' !.i:nr(l a dispensation from his vows; 

:• 'wr. th.it he is ab<iut to act as a substitute for 

). (iecc.iscJ Li'usin and marr)- Miss Fentoa. Ob 
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ft Uut follow we have no Bpice to dwell ; 
•■r dcbteentb century novelists were by no means 
[ of their invention ! Enough to say that Lord 
I atcertaint from ^(i»s Woodley the secret of 
Miu Uilner** love, and is overpowered with the 
Mrmcth of hit pauionate joy. He breaks his 
cncacnnent with the immaculate Miss Fcnton. who, 
IB CTcr>-body't relief. take» the veil, and avoW'. 
hMMif Miss Milner'» adorer. The youn^; lady nuw 
nMUDct her waywardness, and tcstft his dcvuliun by 
a variety of capncc^, until (the goe<> too far. The 
appearance on the »ccnc of Lord I'rcdcnck Lawnicy 
m more than even Elmwood can endure ; he addrc&Ncs 
to hi» too charmlnK but tormenting ward a manly 
letter of farewell, and prepares to visit his cMalcs \\\ 
tke Wcai-lndies. 

The partinic ftcenc. or what the lovers intend fi-r 
tkc puitng. u dewtibed with inhnite grace and 
•■■dcnMsa. Lord Elmwoud, wrapping himself up in 
hi* pndc. and intent on the contemplation "I hit 
■Miinil anguiah, regard* Miu Milncr'a diMrevit Hith 
ippafccil indiSerence. Uul it louchck the heart i>t 
Saadford; her p«le (ace, her tearful cyc». vutiduc him. 
WImh Lord Elmwuod hab taken Miu Milncr's hand, 
■iitiil ui tpMLk kit he should betray himself, Sandfurd 
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steps between them, and exclaims^ "Separate thii 
moment, or resolve to be separated only by death.* 
Frum a book-case he takes down "The Office% of the 
Church/ opens at the marriage service, and as they 
kneel before him, exhorts them to mutual forgiv 
Then he makes them husband and wife. Who ci 
imagine Miss MilneHs happiness as the looks froa 
the window, and sees the carriage that was to have 
borne her lover away for ever, driving away eaply 
from the door I 

Such is the first part of the story. It coiKladca 
with a tcuch which prepares us for the shadow aad 
i;l<>om of the second part: "Looking on the nq( 
wl.ich Lord Elm wood had put upon her 6nger 3 
h.'tste when he married her. Miss Milner pcrcciv^ tf 
\u ht ;i mourning rinj;.' 



If 



Tl.us ^-racefully ar.d ingeniously docs Mrs. InchbaM 
;:! !l ' \cr ti:e lon^ interval between the two d^'isaoss 
< : l.tr sl-rv : — 

" N-t ar.y event thr(>u;;hout life can arrest the 
n*'-..t: r: (f a t!:<*'j::};:ful mind more powcffuUj. 
' : !'. r. t St I.istir:^ ar. impression, as that of nctui 
; a ;!.!«.'. :Lft'.r a feu \cars* absence, and 
a:, cr.tirc alurAti.n in respect to all the persons wbc 




•■ce lormed the neighbourhood. To tind that many 
who. bat a few jrears before, were left in ihcir bloom 
•f jxNith and hcahh, are dead ; to lind that children 
IcA ai Kbool are married, and have children of their 
•wn ; that •ome, who were left in riches, arc reduced 
ts poverty ; that olhen, who were in poverty) have 
Wcoim rich : to find those once renowned for virtue, 
mam detctled for vice; roving husbands grown con- 
MaM: constant husbands become riivcr> ; the firmest 
friteds chuiKed to the most implacable enemies; 
faded ; in a word, every chaiii;c to demonstrate 



!■ traailiarr on ihU side thr kiavc' 

"Gvided by I wish that the refleclint; reader may 
the scn&ation which an alteration to 
ices like thcM must excite, he >% desired to 
urrmUen ytan cUpscd since he has seen or 
of any of those pervins who, in the foregoing 
h«%-e been introduced to his ac(|uainlaoce ; 
wmk then, supposing himself at the period of 
dnae •evcnieco ycarv, foUow the sequel of their 

The I hifiii wbicb bavt taken place arc startling. 




Durriforth — the pious, the yifioA^ the tender \^<.Tr. 
forth — IS latpmt" a hard-hearted tyrant. 

When \vc rcmcmhcr his gravity of temper aa 
intk-xibility of >vill, wc shall see that this is but \^ 
natural dcvcl(»pmcnt of his character, alUmzn^ ij 
unfavourable circumstances. 

The l)eautiful, the beloved Misik Milner i% » 
Ioniser l)eautiful. no lonf^er beloved » no lonjcer- 
tremljJL- while you read it! — no longer t'lrfiMwi. 

Niir Is this a forced and artit'icial change. a% tr.< 
auth<»r in the tiisi volume took care to show u% M.\< 
Mihui's t\*.essi\t \\.ivuardness, her want i-l r.irJ 
priruipiLN. an^l hf.r love of admiration. 

l.id\ l.lin-A«-i»i is now thiity-fuc. I)u:v.: .'c: 
lr;sl).i:ii\ .il)sti'.v.e i:; the W'esl-Indics, rcr. icri 
!;ti L . «.i:\ 1>\ business. :in<l rr<<lracted b\ ilircs^, %i< 
h:iN M urv.Lil lier ai^iiuainlance with I««ird i-;cicrv«j 
L.tA :.!•. \ . :..i . »» ^..-i-l ll:e pleasures ol ^a\ sti^:c!>. !-•*: 
Is.i^ U'.tf..^ '. :( I !' I t«> a (li^hitn'iuiable suit. AwA4t* 
ir. . : .1 ■•:. ! '! )ki i^uill. on bcarin.: c! t,v. 
1: . 1 .-.:. : . :''...i:'. i. r-.v. she tlies fr -m \\\\ h .«. 
Uf.:-..: :•:.;:.! :.• : .i Itller m whuh she su^;.:.i:ci 
I : :. ::.;.•:«. I -.it l:e str.^i^ htr sj\\\\l Aitc: bcr 
.»•..: :'.!.i:i . ■■^;.i :;t\tr nie iilhcr t»f l^cs 

;i.'i . A : w.w. I. i.i I'rcilci:i.k l.Awnic\ fvl*..«» 
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end Um latter te Mirdy wounded and disfigured 
b>' tbc outraired husband, who, however, remains 
tmpUcabic. 

We are carried next to a lonely house near the 
Border, where Lady Elmwood is dyiriK- Her 
ler, Matilda, the child of sorrow ; Mi&s Woodley, 
ibc by*] friend ; and Mr. Sandford as gentle towards 
Che vnbappy penitent as he was severe towards the 
wilfol beauty, are by her bedside. 
" • In the name of God,' says the priest, ' Lad> 
of that God who suffered for you, and. 
knew and pitied all our weaknesses, — by 
wno has |[iven His word to take compassion on 
's lean, I bid you hope for mercy '. by thai 
which you once lived, be comforted '. 
ly the wrrows you have known since your degrada- 
liao. hope that, in some measure, you have atoned 1— 
If the sincerity thai shone upon your yuulhful 
Ih* when 1 ^ned your hands, and tho»e thousand 
you have since given proofs of, — trust 
jrou were not bom to die the death of the 

A* be spoke these words of consolation, her 
mshliaC bands clasped his ; her dyinj; eyes 
tencd ■ rsy of brifbtness, but her failing voice 
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endeavoured in vain to articulate; at lcn{;th, tixxn^ 
her looks upon her daughter as their Ia\t dcai 
object, she was just understood to utter the word 
V rather." 

"' I understand you/ replied Sandford, 'and by ali 
that influence I ever had over him, by my pra>-ers. nnr 
tears/ and they flowed as he spoke, ' I will impkrv 
him to own his child.' " 

She could now onlv smile in thanks. 

" ' And if I should fail/ continued he, ' yet. whik I 
live, she shall not want a friend or protector — all aa 
old man like me can answer for.* " — Here hi» tcart 
interrupted him. 

Lady IClmwdod was sufficiently sensible of hi% »oc^ 
and their import, to make a si);n as if she «it\hcd to 
cmbr:i(.c htm: hut tindmf^ life leaving; her fa^. sbc 
reserved this List ttiken of love for her daughter ; miih 
.1 *^tru^*::lf she lifted herself from her pillow. cli.nc la 
l:cr c!i:l 1, ami ilied in her arms. 

S.ir. !t : i l>c;>''>k hmiscif to L€>rd Mlmwood'% bus- 
si> r.. .■;.(! { laLcd in his hands an appeal ifthuh ki% 
w.!'.. i'Miy IaI' re l.cr death, had written on bchaM 
« ! ::'.'. :r k.\\\\ i ** ' I d.» nut ask/ she wrote, 'a furrBt't 
f'!;*.e iei-:.ir'.^' .it lur a;'proa«.h — I do not e\ca ai4 
K'T iatr.cr t-i bLli'iil her: but let her ii%'c under bss 
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For ber gimnd&ther'i sake, do not refuse 
tba child of his child, whom he entrusted 
to jvur care, do not refuse it.' " And she concluded in 
of profound pxthos :— 

FvTwell, Dorriforth 1 Parewell, Lord Elmwood t 
before you throw ihii letter from you with Con- 
or ADlcer, cast your imagination into the grave 
am lying! reflect upon all the days of my 
life. — the anxious moments I have known, and 
wikat has been their end I Behold ffw also ! In my 
wtLenA iace there is no anxiety, no joy or sorrow ; — 
I is over \ my whole frame is motionless, my heart 
at* 00 more t ' " 

Tbc mother't object i« partially attained. I^ady 
accompanied by Miss Woodley, is allowed to 
•t Elmwood Castle, on condition that she 
colcn her father's presence, and that neither 
iiDc nor her mother's is ever mentioned in his 
Any breach of these terms will be punished, 
h Ifce case of a aervani, by dismissal : in the case of a 
Ifaad, bjr losa d friendship. Even to Sandford him- 
ld( Elnwood uys: — "*I am not to be controlled as 
I— iilj ; ny temper is chanced of late — changed 10 
«Aal it 1 . ori|;ioally, till your rcli^^ioui precepts 
You may remember how troublesonve 
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it was to conquer my stubborn dispoMtion in ej 
youth ; thtn^ indeed, you did ; but in my more fti- 
vanccd ay^c you will find the task too difficult.* " 

Ladv Matilda and Nfiss Woodlev continue to rtudt 
at i-.lm\v(K)d. Mis Lordship meets with an accident; 
his Ic^ is almost shattered by a fall from hn 
horse. Jud^c of the distress of his dauf^htcr wte 
would fain hurr>' to his side, but is not allowed !• 
;ippri>.ich him ! He recovers rapidly, and rrvism 
his usu.il occupations. One day he has been otf 
shooiin;^'. •tnJ on his return Matilda and he accidcf:tAl.r 
meet on t!ie staircase. 

** She h.id t'elt something; like affrii^ht before hbe 
sa\%- hirii ; hut her reason told her she had noth:n< :» 
tear, as her father was away. Hut now, the appeanaec 
It a ^irar.^er whom she had never before seen; tte 
ai;th rity ir; his looks, a^ well as in the sound \A \ 
ste; . . a reserT;h!ancc to the portrait she had 
s::''.\ri ii \\\\\\ \ a start ot astonishment which be (i«t 
K\. I/' :.• i !:r:^ i:er ; but abo\e all her yV«in, conaracA 
i;ir :;..i: ;: \^a^ him. Siie ^Ji\z a scream of terrcf— 
I ..'. • .1 i.ei t:er:.Mir;^' hands to catch the bAlustrair 
1- : ..; ; < :t--r:.;.sed them — and tell motionless 'J^ 

lit. va..,:.: i.er, as, by the same impuiiCt br 
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miU bare cau^t any other person falling for want 
efud- Yet when he found her in his arms, he still 
kU her there, gaxcd on her attentively, and once 
I pvBHd ber to ht« bo»om. At length, tnHng to escape 
Iktmn into which he had been led, he was going 
Mkm ber on the spot where she fell, when her eyes 
Iftacd, and she uttered, 'Save me!* Her voice 
MOMBOed him. His long- restrained tcarit now burst 
fartb, and teeing her relapsed into the swiwn, he cried 
W cagrriy In recall her. Her name did not. however. 
one to his recollection — nor any name but this. — 
' Um Miloer— dear Miss Milncr 1 ' " 

He recovers himself, however ; commands his 
■nraid to tear away her hand, which convulsively 

■ ' hit coat, and when he is released, hapten", to hi» 

chamber. He gives immediate orders that his 

and her companion should leave the Castle. 

1$ lake op their ^r^idence at a farm-house, und 

iaj of Matilda's happiness %eems as far di\tant as 

L And Dot only Matilda's, but that of her cousin, 

Mjr Rosbbrook, the heir-male of Lord KImwood, 

■ baa conceived a passion for the beautiful and un- 

pri which he darts not avow. It happens, 

that tome profligate companions of a Lord 

:, who is also in love with her, succeed m 
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breaking into the retired fann-house» and carr>ini; b 
off. They are seen and followed by a tenant of Lc 
Elmwood's, who makes his way into the dreaded f 
sencc, and boldly informs the stem nobleman of 
child's danger. The father's feelings arc sudde 
aroused. Turning to Rushbrook, he exclaims* ** \Vb 
are my pistols, Harry ? " Sandford, starting from 
scat, seizes his hand, and cries out, '* Will yon tl 
prove yourself a father ? '^ Lord Elmwood o 
answers, ' Yes,' and quits the room. 

The denouement will now be clear to every cs: 
ricnccd novel-reader. Matilda is rescued ; is reccr 
to her father's heart ; Kushbrook confesses hi* lo 
which Matilda reciprocates, and Lond £Iin«t 
approves ; and all goes mcrr>' as a marriage bell. 

The b<K>k is full of truth and power, and could hi 
been written only by a woman of genius. 



HI. 



Ma^ Ircmbald's industry never flagged. She nas 
ahn^ at work ; writing original farces, or adapt- 
ioc tbcm from the French with a skill and vervt 
vfaicfa Kcurcd i certain amount of originality. In 
'7W •'•■ produced her veiy clever comedy, ' Every 
One hat hit Fault,' which equally bcnchtcd her 
icprtation and her pocket, and would, wc think, with 
■ |ood cast, be as acceptable lo Victorian as it proved 
M Ocorpan audieDCCH. In 1794 ahc again essayed 
tka paths of fiction, and gave to the public her second 
aad last novel ' Nature and Art.' The general 
t of critics seems to be that it is inferior to its 
r; but wc confess that wc do not share this 
Wc will tioi speak of its philosophy, which 
is fc imu we d from Rousksu, and consists in subordi- 
[ the morality of the child of Art to that of the 
1 td Nature ; a philosophy more justifiable in those 
I of h p patfcct kaowkdl(« than it would be now. 
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\Vc- refer t(» the dramatic conception and admxnblc 
wf»rkinf; out of the plot, the force and realism of the 
characters, and the traffic power of the pnncifal 
scenes. The burden of the story is the \tartli:>c 
contrast between the fortunes of William NonrjT.r.< 
and Hannah, the villaKC-Rirl whom he ha% bctn\cd 
The former attains wealth, honour, and influence, ir.i 
tisis t'l the judicial bench; the latter Mnki into the 
l«'\\est depths of degradation, and \% at lenf^th, en a 
capital char/^'e, l)rou^ht up for trial before her %cd'jcrr. 
The situatiiin. it must be allowed, is intensely trajpciL 
ar.d Mrs. Inchhald handles it with cnnsutreii:c 
tfftcl. We can permit ourselves ui\\\ a brief qu:<4- 
ti- n : — 

•' Siur.ned with the enchantment of tliat 
kr: "wn t'lni^ue directed to her she st«HKl like 
ji:l petr::;* d - - all \ital power \*4s suspended 
.\::.iin l-.i J It tlie (juestion. and \*ilh these adA- 
I: 'rMi »-e:*.ttr.Lcs. tenderly and emphatically de- 
li vt:e<i : 

'• * K'.v' llett v*»::rse!f — have vou no witnesses? No 
y: i -ri y \\r hch.ilf ? ' 

*' \ irai s'.I'.n^c f-'l!t)wcd these question^. 

•• Me then n.iMlv. but JiTcihlv, added : 

" ' What i:.i\c \'U to sav ' ' 




* Hoc a flood of tean bunt from her eyes, which 

• bed eunestly upon him, as if pleading for mercy, 
tile the Unily articulated — 

"'Nothing, my lord.' 

"After a short pause, he asked her. in the same 

idUc but benevolent tone. — 

" ' Have you no one to speak fur your character ? ' 

"The priaoner answered, — 

-No.' 

"A Mcond gush of tears followed this reply, fnr ^hi; 

ltd la mind by ahotn her character had fir^il been 



"He summed up the evidence, and every time he 
■■i compelled to prcs» hard upon the proofs against 
■t, ibc shrank, am) seemed to Etai;i;cr with the 
fayijr blow, writhed under the weight of his minute 
|MkC( more than from the pro\pcct of a ^hamcful 
IML 
' "Tki jury consulted but a few minutes. The verdict 

-■Onihy!* 

"She heard it with composure. But when William 
Ihnd the fatal velvet on his head, and rose to 
IMMHKC be sentence, she sUrtcd with a kind 
tf CMmUive motion, retreated a step or two 
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back, and, lifting up her hands with a icreafli ci- 
claimed, — 

•' 'Oh, not horn you!' 

*' The piercing shriek which accompanied tbcic 
words prevented their being heard by part %A the 
audience ; and those who heard them thought httlc of 
their meaning, more than that they eaprcsicd bcr 
iear of dying. 

** Serene and dignified, as if no such eaclamauoo 
had been uttered, William delivered the Catai ipccci. 
ending with — 

••• Dead, dead, dead ! "* 

It is probable that this passage was in Lcri 
Lytion's mind when he wrote the scene in his * Pad 
Clifford/ in which the latter is tried and scntcacri 
bv Iws unknown father. Sir William Brandon. 



It would be of little ser\-icc to the reader to 
Mrs. Indibald's successive removals from slrcct tj 
street in search of cl;capand quiet lodgings, no vnazMam 
('! her ir.comc abating in the least her pasaioo kx 
frii^alitv. lie may be interested, however, to 
that the * Simple Story ' was written in a 
1 !;th Street. Soho, uhcre the successful 
i-^cupicd a Mr.;;Ic apartment. Afterwanb abc 




I to a Mr. Shakctpcar'H in Leicester Fields, ■ lew 
Aoon to the left of Cnuiboume Alley ; and here her 
* Nature and Art ' was composed. In tSoj she 
1 to Annaodale House, at Tumham Green, an 

abliihmcnt principally supported by ladies of the 
I communion. She was driven from it by the 
M lampir of the mistress, or superior, a Mrs. 
Wfalt; and then sought refuge in [he house of a 
MsM Baillic, a milliner in the Strand. Here she 
cccvpicd an upper slor^', w'.ich, whatever might l>c 
■s discomforts, afforded her a wide and plcu»ant 
praapeci 

" Hy present apartment," she writes, " is m* timall 
that I am all over black and blue with thumping my 
kody and limbs against my furniture on every side; 
hut then 1 have not far to walk to reach anything I 
wmnt ; lot I can kindle my brc as 1 lie in bed ; and put 
•■ my cap as 1 dine, for the looking-glass ia obliged to 
Mukd on the same table with my dinner. To be auic. 
If tbira was a fire in the nighl, 1 must inevitably be 
hvfBl. far I am at the tup of the house, and su removed 
fe«B the front p«r1 of it that I cannot hear the least 
•••■d of aasrthtng from the street : imi them. I have 
hm a srcat deal of fresh air ; more daylight than 
■Ml paeplt ia Londoo, and the tnchMihmg view of the 




lyi Ripri%€Htativ€ Women. 



Th;»mcs. ihr Surrtv Hills, and of three wmdmrlli, 
often throwinj^ their ^i'^nt arms about, secure frwa 
evcr>' attack of the knight of the woful counte- 



nance." 



In iSjo \vc hnd Nfrit. Inchbald residini; in St. 
(itc»r;:c's K(»\v. in a house rented by a Mr. Clarke, but 
l)i.lnr.;:ini: to a .Mr. Msic. Her expi*rience^ here ihe 

shall htTsclf describe (October I, lS2o) : — 

*• Sir Charles [Hunbur)] was prophetic: I think he 
n^tcn is sf». Y<»u have frequently heard me *ay that, 
witb.fuit the le.ist «»st»'ntati»»n (»f krowlcdije, I r.e'*er 
krtw a persn:i pussess \i> much. When I wa* de- 
s. riMpL: t<» him all the j^'ond properties belon^rin^ !;? 
ti.v'-e my li»fli:in;:s, I a'lded. ' And I have the Kevcrrci 
Mr. I!«*te my next-d«»nr neichhour/ Sir Charles 
:• ; liifl. • \\\!!. that is a r'»mf»rt ! do n^t en\-\ i-^c: 
\\\ k\ I I all a rv-i*^ fortune.* Now reailv I did rot f-irr»ee 
t}::^. httaii^e 1 kr.rw I should have no ac quaint ar.cc 
\\:\)\ I'.im. a:: 1 ^•Lausc. ho\M'\cr ill I may bchA\e la 
I tl.tr p* ; It's l:- :is». s, m myr/*jn I am most partics- 
I.i:'". :::- rrtr^ivt- !■• all around me. Hut. unfortunate!^. 

m 

Nf: I .!i- l^ ::• t • :.!v my ncii:hlK>ur. but the propnetof 
« f t!:» 1'. J V I i:\'. in; wht^h had bt»en artfullv coc- 

m 

«• t]r.\ If rr: rvj !:!! \hv r.:i:hl hcfire Nfichaelma« Pai. 
V. '.t::. J>ct\\ti:; tUvrrj an J twelve o'clock, Mr. Etfc 
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[, hii Mm, and one or two more accompanying 
tbcai. taade the most dreadful knocking and calling at 
o«r door for Mr. Clarke, the landlord, that I ever 
heard. I had no doubt the man had committed 
wtne horrid offence, for the maid was 
from the window that he was not within, 
tfaon^ 1 could hear hit voice at the same lime bidding 
htr my i», and to protect that she would not opon the 
daor. To calm my fright, he a»ured me the pcmuns 
■I liw door were only Mr. l^stu and hiik I'ricnds, who 
were cofBc to force some paper into the huuse, which, 
ri be could prevent, he mi^ht still keep po^icssiun uf 
the bou«c for a longer time than il Ihcy Kuccccdi-d in 
^Elhcfiltg thii written warning. 1 was astonished at 
that danger of his hcmj; turned out (the vcrj' reverse ot 
the predicament in which he assured mo he stood with 
kM Undiord, and )-«t it was less fnchtful than what 
■y faan had before suggested. Again, Mr. hsie ri-> 
ttfiMd to the atuck ; and now he, with his own lipit, 
called out—' Where is the woman on the linl tloor ? 
1 can Mc her* (my ihtittcis had been closed the whole 
■Mcning), ' and I kitow who she is. Mrs. Inchhald' 
Un. lochbaJdl Hrk lm:hbald!- His voice is re- 
■arfcabJy kwd ; and now a mub was gathered, and ■ 
(BO pUcad out o( iba window oi the floor above n 



t2 
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I thought I should have died ; but now %kawu wi% pr^ 
dominant over fright. Though the riot ended iboot 
twelve. I dared not go to bed ; and the next momioc 
the rapper I found was taken off, and the hou%e ke;< 
cl4>sed tin after twelve at noon* when the paper «at 
of no m'>re avail to );ive waminf; ; and we ha\e bees 
quiet m(»stly since." 

Mrs. Inchbald's later compositions included the 
play of * Lovers' Vows,' adapted from the (jermir. d 
Koi/ebue. and an ori;;ir.al comedy, 'To MarT>- or n"< 
t ' Marr)/ which aLhie\ed a permanent success. Hr: 
literary reputation had widened greatly her circie d 
aLfjuaintance ; she visited, or was visited b\. :r5 
I>-.:Lhess f.f I)evj>nshire, the Abcrcoms, Lady Mi^.e? 
.tr.l I..iiv Mni:n!cas|:tl ; she was on intimate tcrrt 
\\.\\\ ("r '1\m:\ tl:e lMi:eworths, Mrs. Opic, Mr*. Hi:- 
I i::'. !. ar. ! M:**. Kaiilifff. Tti the la^t she prc^enri 
\ r\ t. "f: ir.iL.il r- :":^ ; but her chanties t'^ward^ r.?? 
ri'l.i!:\' s .i:. : I::ir. is wne unfailing;. As she ai\ar..ri 
■ \i.irs A.K \\::}..!riu !ri»m s(H.ietv, and iiaxe hcrw' 
; i;. :.:•!;. ! ■ <!' \ -it stuiiies. Her life, on the mh.:jc 
.1 ..i; ; > ir : .*" i- :•■.:: eii "r.e, almost rcachei :ic 
1' i:::*.:-! -; .i • . S:.f w.is m her f»«jth \car. %khcr u-c 

•i.t I t«l A. ..;.-!. i^ji.nI.l- passed a\%av alter a \cn 

■ • • 
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Tbe admirer of genius will find her 
prnvc to old Kensington cburcbyard, by the side of 
the monument which Canning raiwd to the memory 
c< hit ooljr and belored ton. 




THE COUNTESS OF BLESSINCTON. 

A.D. 1790-1^49. 



I. 

MAKi.ri.KiTi:. Cuuntess of HIc&Mnf^ton, once • 

famous in London Society, thouKli now htllc sur 
tliari the shadiiw uf a name, was the third child aa 
'CLond dau;^htt-r of an obscure Irish squire, 00 
Mdir.uTid I'uwLT, of Knockbrit, near Clonmcl, m t^ 
t'lmiy of I ippcrary. She was born on ihc xa 1 
^•. J iLrnhcr, I7v'»- Her mother, ol the na.T.c 1 
Siitcii). IS dcsLi:hcd as a plain uncultivated «usa2 
Willii'Ut iuu:. -:«ns to wit or beauty; \o that ■ 
i: ;:.'«: j;'}'>^L ihi: daughter to ha\e inhcr;:ci hn 
;::*: ■ .1: : ^,:.lL(. < IZ' in \\lt fathet's family. 1 i:c ^mH 
\%.i^ .t.::a::.:;. a ha:: !^ome man, ar.d th;ou«;S.'^ 
I.j;'.;a:> \v.i. k:. fAri as " lieau Power." He "J 
al • a :<.cr.i'. ::i.in, ••! the old biit happiU c\f.j>ic 
t\}-. !•: I:. :. i.;:: ii«>i.!s ; li\in>; profu-vcly on a %su 
■»:..' : . . '..\< : : .: i.I^ da\s to huMiiip:, and hi% :;^~: 




Mafg. The inflocnces which Burroundcd Mar- 
's childhood were, therefore, as unfavourable 
Id well be imagined. A pale and weakly child, 
n intellect much too keen and quick for the 
ody, the wai regarded as surely doomed to a 
lure gra^'e ; and no one thought it necessary or 
vbik to develop the mental powers that everybody 
hL She was left almost entirely to herself. 
ra mten. who afterwards became respectively 
■tCM Canterbur>- and the Cumtetnc cic St. 
ah, were not wanting in affection, but they did 
dentand ber. So she lived in a world of her 
M children so often do— a world of dreams and 
t; pcr|iclually pu^iling her young mind with 
aiiont which no one comprehended, and questions 
BOone wBi prepared to answer. Happily she fell 
h a frietu] of her mother's, a Miss Uwycr, who 
•ecffl to have been no ordinary wom^n. She 
iatod the talents of the solitary imaginative child, 
Mrmcd herself lo the task of cultivatini; them. 
Md w»a Mtfflciently rich to repay the labour 
nd upon il. Marguerite became known as a 
mm I at first for the exclusive benefit of her 
n and sisters, but aflcrwards, when her parents 
WBcd to admire her graceful invxntions. she was 

. U. 13 
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called upon to repeat them for the entertainment of 
their friends and neighbouni. 

The necessity of providing for the education oc 
their children induced the Powers, about ibou, to 
remtAe to Clunmel ; and here Margueritc'i health 
greatly improved, and she found herself able to jcr:n 
III the usual games of childhood. The removal »a% 
a (iisastiuus event, however, for the fortunes of the 
t.iinil). Mr. I'uwer had accepted a scat on the bcaJ: 
(ii L<iu:.tiy ma;;i^trates. In this position, though a 
Knman LathuliL. he set to work \%ith much \i^our to 
hunt dou:i tlie p:"Si.rii>ed rebels of the '•/). Lntcr^z^ 
iiittj a k;r.d of alliance \%ith the Irish Ciovemmcci, ic 
sl.i:t(.^i a r.e\\spaper, the illunmcl G^zetU ; Mzi 
h.i\::.^ 1:; tills double capacity acquired cons;i!erab.s 
ui ; {..i.iiU}, ar.il wasted the lemains of his iyjn\^t. 
Ik { .i:^i..t cii a paiinership m a Watcrfoid hris <A 
n.c:«.li.t:.: . i:. ::.>. h pt: nl retries in^ his los>cs. T:^k 
nu.i-..it. :i:l: \\*\\i ti:e vvar.t ot success that n;i«:r.'. 
h.r«<. :*.(.:. .1:.'.: ..} .I't i , a:. J Mr. Power's dithwult.cs 
ut:t :. i t ■. :. : .1!! icri;'. J*i . 

1: .: '.;:(..: »\ :. i.: . lc::;pei was unpleasant f^: Lj^ 

f.i: ... i'^t li'.N •:. . :. 't ?:'.('iieratc his lu\c of ccrmr^^ni 

• • • • 

111 :.. I t i- :. : : iii'leus Ii\ir.^. LUnnicl was a 
;;a:. : a:., ::.c ^a:i; >• n suj plied a suwccssicc jC 
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■Be piesU. Among them came in 1804 two 
9«of the 47th, who were both struck by the budding 
inew of Marguerite. The attentions of Captain 
n^ the young beauty received with pleasure ; 
t oT Captain Farmer instinctively awiikencd 
Rpvlaion. The Utter was not slow to jverceive 
bet, but with great coolness betook himself to 
itthcr, making an offer of his hand, with the moat 
r1 propoftali a large fortune enabled him to frame. 
Bwtiilc, Captain Murray declared his love to 
[Ueritc herself, informing her of the course 
led bj- his brother officer. The poor child — she 
Dol fifteen — was overwhelmed by the intelligence ; 
» far aft mbe knew her heart, her affections were 
I to Murray ; and the had an instinctive dread 
'■nikcr'a violence of temper and abruptness ol 
Bir. Bat ihc soon found that her parents had 
booed bit addresses, and that she was not at 
tjr to reject them. The embarrassed father 
lljr (naped at an alliance so advantageous, in a 
Ay acfMe, (or one of his children; and Mar- 
fU fcscw that it was hopeless to appeal to a man 
■ debt and drink had reivderrd ungovernable. 
did abe meet with any aympathy from her 
har. Sbc waa not asked to love Captain Fanner 
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but only to marr}' him ; and in spite of her lean and 
prayers the marriage took place some time in the 
course of 1805. 

Such a marriage could have but one result — un- 
happiness. Marguerite had not been long under her 
husband's roof when she found reason to believe that 
he was subject to fits of insanity. She lived with 
him about three months, and during this brief pcnod 
frequently suffered personal violence at his hands ; 
he was wont to strike her on the face, to pinch her 
until her arms were black and blue; when he »er.t 
abmad he locked her up, and frequently left her 
without food until she was nearly star\'ed. At len^^h 
he was ordereJ to join his regiment, then encamped 
on the Curragh of Kildarc. Mis wife seued the 
opportunity to regain her liberty; she refused to 
ac«.<>mpar.y him. and eventually was permitted tv> 
return to her f.ither's house. Captain Farmer, kwc 
attL-r resuming hi** military duties, quarrelled mith 1 
supcri'T ctYiLer, anJ drew his sword uptm him. T. 
a>>>i! a «.i'Uit-m.ir:i.il, he sold his commission ^s^ 
<ji::::eii tl'.e servuc His friends then induced hia 
t ^1 t'.» Ir.'iM; but his wife resisted all proposali 
to t'llow him. 

She soon discovered, however, that her pretence was 
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: lo her pftFentt, and her high spirit 
[ arabrage at their coldness, she left them, and 
Mogbt thcltcr with sn aunt. The next few ycxrs of 
her life were spent in wandering to and fro. In 1807 
flhc was living at Cahir ; in t.So<>. at Dublin. A few 
■nnths later she was secluded in Hampshire. A 
rtSi of obscurity hangt over thin period of her career. 
When it is lifted, wc find her residing with her brother 
Kobcft in a bouse in Manchester Square, London. 
Tina was in 1816. Notwithstanding, we arc told, 
the troublous scenes t}irou)*h which tihc had parsed, 
•ht had bloomed out into a brilliantly beautiful 
wonan : ai>d bete in London, in some way ur nthcr, 
•he gained immediate access tu a tolerably distin- 
pnafaed cirvle, and became at once the observed ol 
all observers. Among those who admired her personal 
and iotcUcctual charms was Charles John Gardiner, 
Earl of Blessington. The death of Captain Farmer, 
which took place in 1S17,— he was killed by falling; from 
a window in the King's Ilench Prison, in a fit of drunken 
madnca*. — enabled the carl tu declare his admiration, 
and 00 the l6th of rcbruar)-, \hl^, Mrs. Farmer 
: the Counless of Blessington. She had been 
months a widow ; the Harl scarcely 
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four years a widower.* He was in his 36th year : 
the lady in her 2Sth. Of the Earl it may be Mid that. 
with some vices and many grave failingi* he had ooi a 
few virtues. He was f^enerous to a fault and of an 
amiable temper. For literature and arta he had a refined 
taste and moderate capacity. He was a shrewd obier^Tr. 
and had read much and seen much. Unhappily his ea- 
pcricnce of life had not been of a kind to itrengthca hit 
judgment or elevate his ethical standard. He knew 
nothing of that law of duty by which the ChriUtaa 
mind seeks to regulate its actions. As for the 
Countess, she, too, was of refined tastes, %vith a lore 
for the Ml€% Uttm, with conversational gifts of &o 
mean order, and those shouy talents which ta a 
beautiful woman an eulogistic world is pleased to 
c.ill genius. She had the warm impetuous nature of 
her countr) men ; a kind heart and a ready hand : hot 
she had never been taught, and she nc\xr learned. 
to l<»<ik up<in life as having its responsibilities and its 
opportunities. To surround herself with things fair 
to liMk upon; t) attract the homage of society; t3 



•H.% UTM w:fe «4% 4 »Mov. *- Mary Campbell, vidov «f H^w 
I'.r imnc ' .As ti^ t.inc (i^ h.% ftccond numa(t bt had ••* 

i!aj^h!rr living 
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wing tbc boon with elegant putimes ; to fancy her- 
•eU ■ woman of letters; to amuse and be amufted, — 
ibcte were her objects. There was nothing solid in 
ber, no menial power, no calm judgment, no delicate 
perception of right and wrung. She w.(s a butterfly 
of Society, enjoying the kunshinc of summer, and 
■parUing ver)' brightly in it ; but with no resources in 
benelf when the blight of winter came- That she 
was capable of better things may be surmised from 
occasioDal passages in her works ; but somehow or 
otbcr circumstances were against her, or, more 
conectly speaking, she was not resolute enough 
to ihapc circumstances in the proper way. The 
Mipcrficia] brilhancy of a part of her career must not 
htiDd us to its real shabbinc^s. Whether as Mrs. 
Fanner, or as the wife of the Eail of Ulcssington, or as 
the "friend" of Count D'Orsay, — whether in the 
m k kn profusion of her father's house, ur the 
apfeodid ek{ance of Seamore PUce and Gore House, 
or the last poor attempts at refinement in her Parisian 
rctrvat, abc never knew thai peace, that punty, and 
that latisAcd affection which are implied in the word 
Hmmtt. For a home she never had: she lived in 
and lor the world, and the world behaved to her 
na H behaves to all who become its slaves. 
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There can he no doubt that she wa« si fa\cxnAi:r^ 
woman. Her personal ^ifts were unquestionably di ro 
c(»mmnn order. Her form was full, but cxquxsitcii 
prnportioncil. and in her cver^' muvcment wat a spoc- 
taneous ^race. The f^rcat charm of her countenaact 
lay in its \\(»nderful variety of expression. " Tbc 
instant a joyous thought took possession of her (am}. 
you saw it transmitted, as if by electrical af^eoc), td 
her ^lowip.;^' features; you read it in her sparklxQC 
eyes, her laii;^hin^ lips, her cheerful looks; you hcird 
It in her rir;^m;; lauf^h, clear and sweet as the c>? 
joy-hell s«,unils of childhood's merriest tones-" Tbi 
IS in M.idd(.r/s finest style, but it embcKlies a tr.t- 
uhith e\er\hi»dv acknowlcdired. It was "the vcx:>i> 
tl'.e nu:siL Ircathm^ o'er her face," — the potency o< br? 
^'I.tr^cc ar.d smiic. the tone of her voice, the y;ncc d 
her ^rtsiuits. the vivacity of her manner; — it was tic 
ct>ml>:nati'>n i>f all these which made up the mapc ^ 
her ir.t!i:tr*.we. Yet \*hen in her presence yoo tvi/i 
ni't att(.:r.; ; t<> ivtine t'> \ourself the nature of the spcU 
uhicl; l:.i ! ii\ertaken }ou. It was enou|(h that }«« 
s.i\\ thl^ . :iui\, f^ra^^iiius, enchanting woman la all 
\\.\: r:;iri s 't }:cr tiiirty summers, and seeing;, ai- 
mirt'!. A:.;. ;:(.;;.. !iLe \ou had concei\ed acamit bcr 
\.i:.iv}.cd i:. *.:.( s:^rishinc ot her lo\eline&». NoC bc?% 
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the coU pcffectioD of a muUe statue ; not here the 
froltlctsacsa of feature and figure which distinguished 
the fanioaa Gunnings ; not hers the imperious beauty 
flf a Caatlcmaine ; but to briKhtnesii of eye, and glow 
ol cmplcxioD, and grace of outline, she added a 
vnracity and an i^piigUne that were all her own. 
How much was natural, how much was artificial, it is 
hard to say ; and no one when in her company cared 
to ioqoin. " Her daxtlingly clear complexion, dark 
hair, and rich dark cycbrow» and lashes, delicate 
J Mturti , evtr radiant with the light of her mirthful 
■atnre, small mouth and thin pink lips curling with 
playliil irony, small white hands, tiny feet, and mcom- 
parable shape, were the theme of universal admiration, 
Bel less than her frank, generous, and cordial manner. 
— Irish in its heartiness. French in its piquancy, and 
Pnc*'*'' in its delicacy and rclincment ; and her rich 
mA voice, which, alike in laughter and in speech, en- 
Bvcofd its hcarcn with a sense of new-found happi- 
ness. But what most elicited enthusiaiitic praise was 
the perfect harmony of her entire appearance in rest 
aad actioo. The emotion of the moment was as 
■•nifaat in her step, bcr form, her slightest alteration 
of anitude, as in her countenance. She was young 
■ikd Iriiunpbant, gentle, and of a constitution naturally 




1 86 Reprts€ntahv€ Wamum. 

mirthful these were her halcyon dayt : ever)* mo 
brought with it a fresh joy» and the dcli|;ht she 
ricnccd, manifested in the strangely subtle lan||;uj 
her beauty, was itself the quality with which, h 
all her other charms, she swayed the affection 
imaginations of her astonished and almost incred 
admircrn.*' She was, of course, an actress ; a 
ever}' beautiful woman is ; but her art was so coi 
mate that even the closest obser>'er could seldom < 
it. And if this must in truth be said, yet it wo« 
unjust not to own that she had at least an act 
ready sympathy, contempt for the purely convent 
and f;cncrosity of feeling. 

Toctical tributes laid at the feet of such a « 
as the Countess of Dlcssington must not be take 
literally. The language of compliment pcm 
certain amount of exaggeration. Un the ocbcr 
if they were wholly unfounded, if they selects 
liaise qualities that did not exist, they would bi 
tl;e bitterest of affronts and the keenest ol si 
Only to an acknowledged b«.*auty, and a qw 
Sv>v2etv, could Landor have ventured to 
lines as these : — 
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Qaonaun oumiRc le alloqnar decenler 
Vcn nomine dicta MBTEariu t 
Senna e>t dunor Anxlicanui : ai'iui 
Tucu* ditplicd : eir enim vigorit 
Espen : aptior «t quidem Latinus ; 
Alqae non ulu ut mihi libique, 
T« wnno Ailicut uniti- decciet. 

Wkidl bff that tnntlated :— 

Ului Unpuve, let me think, is meci 
for 7<n, «eU called ibe Matjjuenie. 
Tlw Tmaut luu too wckIc a lonr, 
Too rm^h and ti^Ml i.\ our uwn ; 
- Tl» Latin— no~ii will oot do, 
TW Attic i» alone for you. 

Here »rt two sianxai. eminently characlcristic of 
Laador'B polished but (rigid vcnc, which occur in one 
of Ui IcUcn lo l^dy Ulcftsin^on, and appear to have 
kMS ■miirtiil b)- « icnicncc of her own. — " I have 
■et fafCOttcD your fa%'ounle old ballad : will you hear 

h?- 

C«aM^ f|naUe (m ikii biumc oa tht txcast, 

■m( ■• iIm *anc<i coluun uiiu \k^^\ 
TWi now •tocatdy oa to roartilc ml j 

Stev na tu iP ti i and Cpun frnli and bngbi. 
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\Vake<l at thy voice and touchy afaio the chard* 
KcMorc what €n\ ichi« ycar^ had moved a«ay ; 

Kc!kt(>rc the glowinj; c hceki, the tender words 
Youth'4 vernal noon and I1eaittre*t t mnw ef day 

I^yron also, as is well knoH'n, burnt incenic at i 
fair lady's shrine. The following verses were wnt 
at (lenoa, and are in that jog-trot metre which retais 
us of Shcnstone and his pastoral inanities. As i 
(focr a SI Off they may pass, but a great poet shot 
hardly condescend to anything so trivial :— 

You have asked (<»r a vene —the r e qu cu 
In a rh)mer 'twere »trani;e to deny ; 

Fut ni) HtpfKKrene wa» but my breatt. 
And tny feclin|*% its fountain) are dry 

Were I now xs \ wa«« I had Min^ 

What I^wTence had painted lo well ; 

But the strain would etpire oo tny toogve. 
And the theme \\ too Milt for my fthcll 

1 am a»het where once I wrm» iie. 
And the bard m m) bofom u desd ; 

U \\ja I U>%-ed I now merely 
And m> heart x\ at grey as Oiy 
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Mjr Dfc !■ not dated br yean— 

Tlwre art moment* which act u a plough ; 
And tbnv i« not a furraw appcan 

B«M it deep in my m>uI ai my brow. 



Ld the younK •"•) 'tie brilliani atpirt 

To iIbc ohal I gaK on in vain ; 
r« wrtow ha* torn from my lyre 

71w Urint which wa* worthy (he strain 

Tbcae puerile conceits, embodied in language the 
■( vtiftcUl, with a metrical form which is dcHcicni 
In io pace and ktrtngth, are xurcly unworthy of the 
Ifaoraf * Manfred-' They elicited from Lady Bless- 
Etoa a reply which ■« at least equal in merit, though 
e Ust •taiua ii a fair example of the bathos : — 

When 1 aikcd fix a *t-r*e. praj bdiet« 

T«a* not tatttiy uryrd tbr dcun : 
Far an man can my mirror dcfcivc^ 

No not* can I potti tmpite. 

Time has Tuwrhcd with rod* Anceri my farow. 
Am) the rote* hare fled from my <heck ; 

AadiiMTclywviTfBllrilao* 

I t)M pranc daa la baawy •boald Mcfc. 
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And xs pilgrims who visit the thrinc 
Of v>me saint, bear a relic away, 

I v>u>:>it a memorial of thine 
As a treasure, when distant 1 stray 



Oh ! say not that lyre is unstruni;. 

Who^ chords can such rapture bestow. 
Or that mute is that magical tongu« 

From which mu»ic and poetr> flow. 

And though sorrow, ere )outh )ct has fled, 
M 1% have altered thy l«»rkV )ctt\ hue ; 

The rays th.it ennrr le ihy head 

I fide the ravaging mark« from our vie« 

Our quotations arc premature in order of time, bet 
it may be convenient to brm^ loj^tthcr here a few d, 
the lyrKiii c curtesies paid b\ nistmicui%hcd men to 
this Oucen of S«»<,iety durinj; the course of her bnlhast 
iei;:r.. Tiitle-^ iiLCht as air, they seldom pov«cs% ac} 
mtn:.^: \.ilue. b;.t they show lx»!h the nature pf the 
hc[i'.a;;i that uas laid at her feet and the i»idc 
c'f tJiL circle s};e drew around her. Merc 
ih.i:;T:N c'tulil r.<<t have exercised so i;rcat and to 
< r:>!;*ri:',^ an i:.tli:encc. 

1 . Janus Sn.ith, or.c of the authors of * Rejected 
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,' is due a graccfal if Mmewhat far-fetcheci 

Tht Bird of I'araUiie, thai Aim 

(^n bieu ArAbia'i plains, 
Dn'OMt (rf (cct, forbcAn to n>e, 

Aad where the reiti, renuin*. 

\Ak her U footing reft, I Cakn 
Would leck jrour blwt dommtuni, 
Aed tbne. conient till death, remain, 
Dui, kh '. I lAck ihe pinion* 

I poetical compliment, we suppf^sc. it is allowabk- 
oqrrt oitc'a natural histof)- ! 

cry few persons nowadayx read ihu wTitint;^ uf 
P. Willi*, though hift proK and venc arc con- 
raUe in quantity, and some forty ycam aRo were in 
M demaru). There is cicverncs'i in both, but only 
CTDCtt. The »parkle is forced, the wit artificinl, 
■catimciit intinccre. Since the epoch of the fxipu- 
ty of ' Pencilling^ by the Way.' a school i»f writcry 
amen of which America has good reason In be 
(d; and so long as Emerson and Hawthorn, I..owcll. 
■dcU Holmca, and Longfellow arc remembered, N 
ITBlia WKj well be forgotten. His ' Lines ' to La>]y 
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Hlcssinj^on, wriiicn in 1840, are a \'cry fair ipecimcn 
<»f his average poetical productions :— 

The nwiwc c»f the waken d Ure 

m 

Lies not within the (juiverini; fttnn^ 
Nnr burn iJ alone the minstrel* fire 

rptin the hp that trembling %\ng\ ; 
N^r chines the moon m Heaven onteea. 

Nor %hut% the il<mer it% fragnuit cellt» 
N«>r >!ee(>% the ffKintain't wealth I weea 

K- r c\cr m it* %paJT> »elU ; 
1 hr * h-um* <»f the em hanter lie. 
No: :r. h:% own lone heart hi% own rap< ear mm! riv 

Merc ^^c have the poctastiV* recognised %tock-u:- 
irarfc : eyes and trembling lips, moons, flowers. fo«c 
i.uns and sp.irr\- wclK ; and these well-known articles 
appear and reappear in all Mr. N. P. Willis's poetKal 

<-mp<.»siti"ns. 

I ,:.i:r .;;w»n x faf r x\ fair 

\-. r.rr mad** a l:p ^4 Heaven 
F am*. a:;, d It* mu*:< pra>er ; 

i :.'• :• <: \\*. \\jkx *i summer eren 
"-j.f.'.^% \ Ai r v» s~A\\\ <»n the oe, 

N -r ,;r «% « 'S «a! hini^ hatf »o brif(te« 
*» ' • I •> *:**cfi tif the Utjr, 
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a of heaven the dearett light 
I where th«i ihope ii Men, 
"Thf jKwIb'i angelic dream wa« of that form and mien," 

Y«W A<Mgfa «« deem the u^trt are blot, 

Aad anrjr in oiu gnef the flower 
TImi hmn but twecmei* in tt» brcotl. 

And prauc the rachaitlcr for hii power. 
And tore iha ntiiutrel for the tpcU 

H« wiada from out hit Ijria m> well ; 

Tte Auligitt doih the wanderer blew, 

TW \yn the llMener'* tear* bcgode, 
Aad, lady, in the lovdincM 

Uoih Ivht lo-dajT thai radiant tmile, 
A lamp u hi in Bcauljr'i eye, 
Tlwt mmU, tlM Im on earth, rcmemticr jngcli \>y ' 

Bjr wsjr of contrast we quote some lines wntten by 
rhomas Moore, in 1834, though it must be admitted 
Ami tboe arc not in the Irish poet's better style : — 

Whaithall I lingthcc? Shall I icll 
or ibM bnght hour, remembered »«U 
A> tho«Ch ll ihooe bui jrcwerdajr - 
WbM, M I Mured iB the ny 
or A* nrai MM, I hMfd o-eriwMl 

vDun. u 
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\\\\ i:.i:itr. .It h\ vjiiu* spirit, »aitl, 
.\:i«i I'M.Wiiu; \\\\ ".iH two bright c\"r* 
ANi\r inr from a cawrncnt %hinc-- 

Haz/Iin.: the heart with *urh «urprifte 
As :hr\. nho viil lir>f>nil the hne, 
feci, when new %\^t\ abcne them x\yt * 
Anil It w.-i% thine, the voiic that »|Mike, 
I .Kc Ariel s. in the blue air then ; 
Ar.il \\.\v\r the e\e» »hoiclu*ire britke^ 
Nc\er to lie fur^nt a^am ! 

Wh.it vJi ill I •»:np: thee * Shall I «ea«e 
A N -t;^' ♦•! :h.i! Hweet summer e*e 
■ ^.::i;inrr. nf i»h:« h the ^unniett part 
\V.l^ th.it whi- h ea< h had in the heart i 
\\ hen thnti, am! I. and one l:ke thee 
\\\ i.fi- .i;;t! lieaut), to the v*u»(! 
• •! ■•.;! .'iir. Srr.ithict% t:iir.«*irl%%. 

r .t : :'»• rr i ivi will wear)' of these spcctmcn% <rf t^ 

• ■ 't ' w!;:vh r-'Cts and men uf abilitv cas 

I' :-.!:i:'- !•: t::f sa^c if a s mile from a (AS4.ir.j 
^^ • ■ • I J.'. L!c\crt -t 'iliir:;; xUuch Madden 
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SB his heterogeneous volumes was written for, rather 
thmn to, the Countess of Blessington by the humourist 
mod dnmatist, George Colman. But the humour, 
like the sentiment of the era of the regency, is at the 
present day somewhat fadt and uninteresting. The 
iolcnral between Colman and H. J. Byron is suRicienlly 
wide, — wider still between Colman and Douglas 
Jcrrold or even Albert Smith. Our grandfathers 
wDttld seem to have Uughed or wept on equally small 
provocation : — 

How )u«c I ivurn— ami iworn to deep. 
No man 10 put tnr fticndi lo ileep. 

By *Tiiin( ciambo Un 'cm ! 
Khjrmea taj amuiancnl once I nude, 
WkcB Voulh and Kolly (t»ve me *iA. 
bM HBce ihey have become m/ tr^Jt, 

I nvM, i4 ctKtnc, abbor '««• 

EMlrdr |<iwnw« Mr. Thnle, 
Who mM hroam fioui and hap); ak. 

Was alwart land of fiv ing, 
CJfwhamSan Jabuoa tald onedai, 
' Tlr^ womM ci*« aarihiiiK awaj 
RallKv Ihu porter. I datr >ar> 

hf which be nukct hu Uviof ! ' 

ti— a 
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Yet the illusion hold% not here— 
Mine is but Poetry's small beer. 

And ever\' line will show it : 
ThrsUe brewed more potent stufl^ I wcett. 
From Thames than 1 from Hippocreae 
So there's no parallel between 

The iJrcwer and the Poet 

Still, why a^am be scribbling ? Litt ' 
lliere is a Pair I tarn'/ resist, 

Tis now no drudj^ini; duty. 
The /t/ciitfijcfims demand m> strain. 
And who rert»rd« against the K''^*'^ 
ills spark!in>; con%T^^e and rhampai^ne. 

And her more s]>aiklini; beauty ' 

Hut hold ! I fear my prudenre sleeps 
Her I^d) ^hip an A!l>um kee|n, 

\Vh"\c lra\f s thi»u-h I ne'er %|ned 'cm^ 
Arr ^Ta* c<l with \rr*e from wj»» (iroira, 
r.4fi!>. li\ ApcII" h:,;hl\ Wr*t . 
N«» iImuI*! thc\ \r done their %ef^ brst. 

How >hall I !f»'k be%:de em * 

I».i;r I, iri lainr ard \M\ pride, 

H» M>ic where H«»,;rr» \*»\r% to ^lide. 

\Vl."v- *»cr!iv %.ni}iir mcas^^re 
Make cr«\icrs ol i#enius 



^1 "^^^^^H 
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IMl(lu the oflnl. MMbe the Md, 




(^TC //»««)■ /(A^ a mi, and add 




To .Vtmorj^i grcamt Fltattirn. 




Or. >f I venture, cbeek by jovl, 




With the Anacreoniic wul, 




Thaimaucr, Inaliitle, 




Of ekfani Cfoiic lore, 




Then they, who my Hrcak page c.plore, 




Will reckon me much \t\\ than More, 




Nm half *o Gnat as Utile.* 




WcU, well, no maiter. Mill 1 feel 




M)r laknt'* dearth tuppl.ed liy teal ; 




Away thou Ixue dejection ■ 




Tbto icrawl, whate'er its •ant eS -it. 




If Ladjr Bleniivt<m tbioki lii. 




So my much lo bcnour it. 


. 


May iwl in her collection. 


1- 




*im 


iSltf to 1822 Lady BIcs&ington and her 




Eari't tmrn-boute, St. Junct't Square. Under bcr 


• icw4 


■• rMBiad the reader that Moore poblitbed h» InnUa- 


tfM» hmm Aaaowa, a^ ku earlier poctnt, nndcr Ui« name ol 


LMkr 




ift^ 


^ 
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ilii(.-^tin:) it became the rival of Holland iiuu»«. 
^^I'lTH uh.it mole Hnhcmi.in in character than tr.r 
i.i'.tci. pcih.ipN, with a tieer and mi»rc f;cnial atn: 
spiicie; hvii att(a«.tin;; all uhf> were celebrated, r 
ui^hel to he Litnsidered celebrated, or thought tho 
oiii^i.t t" he celebrated in arts and Icttenb. in p-'htui 
.iiiil s<»(.:elv. Nearly ever\b«>dv who wai wiir.r. 
n:im-.m:;:; was t'l Ik* met there : the vertatilc Canning. 
Tiu .iLcinphsiied Lansduwne ; Castlcreaghy clever ard 
I ••:n{'(jNeiI ; L^id Talmerston, then better known a% a 
(i i::-l\ il;an a pohtiLian, but whose haU-concea.r^ 
; i.veis were prupeily appreciated by the few: >.* 
I-:.i:kis Iiurdett, not as \et the peoplc\ hero; I^ :: 
J :::) Kus>eil, ju^t beL;iriMn:: Id rise mto imp^irian^c . 
.N> iileit, m-isl pcrsuasue tif ad\ucate%, and Jek>^. 
riiiie^t m| epi;;rammatists : C urran, the In^ orat^^ 
r 1 Lrsk:r.'j, the witty Sc •:tish law\cr. And with thr^ 
:!.i:*..;lei avl<!<>» musiLian^, p*K;ts, scholars, --* SI oort. 
I'^^s'i^i; I. IS iwn song's with a charm of expre^MoA th«: 
w'.'i ;;i!r.:n:; to h:s swectiy feeble \uice ; La«rrocc« 
■.vn.i p.i:r.!e i the p*rtraits el hi% contemporanc« with « 
V ;<.::;.:■ Ls ^'r.i^e. \\ liKie, crowned with the 
: :.:^ ;-a::i'.ti. pictures ui domestic history; 
.«'■'.'. ^! of mrrr.iwS and m-'St taenia! of 
Kc.'vi^lc, who seemed burn to play the bcfOCt ol gottccl 
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oomcdy ; Koccn, meditating an epigram which should 
omnoctalttc the weakness of his dearest friend ; Dr. 
Pitt, with wig almost as tremendous as hia erudi- 
lioo ; Lottrcll, always ready and fluent ; and many 
•Cben whoK names arc already beginning to fade from 
tfK dtuty record. Tliey furnished the " materials " nf 
» MifficieaUy succe»sful entertainment ; but to blend 
then ftod harmonize them was a task which few 
•Mild have accomplished so gracefully and easily as 
tb* Cotioteu uf Blessington. Night after night her 
rooms »■«* crowded ; night after night 
the quiet collision of quick minds, and the 
tbrusta and parries of rapid wits : and night after 
night each guest went away with the conviction that 
the enjoyment he had tasted was due. not to himself 
«r to tbc eminent men with whom he had come in 
contact, but to his channing and amiable hostess. 
The conrer&ations on these occasions embraced a. 
wide rmnge of subjects — from grave to gay, from 
lively lo »e\'ere — dealt «Hth social themes or grave 
of statesmanship ; discussed tbc last new 
the last new play, the last new picture : 
rouad a famous statesman, or diverged 
Um acandal of the hour ; but the Countess 
u always equal to the demand made upon her. 
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could bandy repartee with the gay. or cichangt 
reflections with the grave. It might almost be Mjd 
of her as Johnson said of Goldsmith, that she 
touched nothing which the did not adorn ; at Icau 
such was the feeling of her guests, for who 
criticise the sentiment or analyse the jest that 
accompanied by a flash from the da/zling eyes, aad 
a smile that had all the glow and warmth of smwmrr 
sunshine ? 

It must not be forgotten that among the misors 
to St. James's Square^ about the beginning ol iSiJ, 
were the Count de Grammont (afterward Doc dc 
(luichei, and his brother-in-law, a young 
of threat personal attraction, prepossessing 
and varied accomplishments, who, as the Count d*Onay 
— Hyron*s "Cupidon d&:hain^" — was afterw ard s to 
play a conspicuous part in the later scenes of Ladv 
IMessinRton's career. 



II. 



Iv iSu Lord Mn6 Lady Ulessington, weary of the 
yitMona of London Society, set out on a continental 
tov, with the intention of reuding for some yeara in 
tbe •oath of Europe. They were accompanied by 
Lady Bleuioeton's youngett si»ter, M'l^i Mary Ann 
Power, and by Charles James Mathews, the now 
cckfaraied comedian, and veteran of the stage, then 
A yoong man about twenty years, intended for the 
fnkamoa of an architect. Lord Klc^kington, a man 
wy capable of generous impuKcs, had offered his 
iubcr to take charge of "young Mathews," and fur- 
Btah him with every facility for pursuing his studies 
■o Italy. The offer was gratefully accepted, and for 
^■■rdt of two years be remained with the Bles&ing- 
Mas, proring, through his humour, accomplishments, 
aad ««natility, a welcome addition to their pvty. 
"A merrier man," says Dr. Madden, "within the 
luBtta ol becoming mirth, it would be difficult to 
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l:::^. lie w^is an atlrr.ii.iblc mimic, had a m:irAc. ..^ 
t..vility in catching peculiarities of manners. p:«.'^ *: 
1.; the <liftcTcnt diaUcts of the several partt of It^ 
i.i {.rstil thnii:;;!i. Hut with all his comic ta'.er.t 
i vc <•! fur. and frnlu, ludicrous fancies, and c%;'- 
t: u::.^ K*i><-^v iif heart, he never cca^d to be i 
;.<.:. lie ni.in. and ti> a^t and feel hke one." 

1:^. Tans the lMessm;;tons met with Karon Denoc. 

• nc I f the s.i:.iFirs who had shared in Napolec^ i 
i.^\} ::.i;i e\pcditii>n. Lady Mlessington describes r.;-r 
.. . a L )mp •i;n<i of \JiJKt and ffUt maitrt^ who sccn:e. 
i^{u.iii\ at i:iiii;L' wlien discnursm^; on pyramids ir : 
•jiiir'Acs, ciiiitiiint; tiic ;•..': ihjpfju of a fashior^': r 
lcai.*.\, dcsL.tr.t;n^ on th.c i^rfcctions of a nunnery 

( r :r..::Latini^ tiie cle^.int contour of a wcU-turT.e« 

Tassin*; i-a to Sw::/t.:Iar;d, the iilessinj^tons visitri 
t'..c famnu-k haunts and Ileuses of poets and philoS'-^beri 
!•:; t!;c sii<:cs uf the Lake nf (iencva and the " cry 
Lc:r.an/*~thc plat.es asMiciated with the metscr. 

• : K- usscau and (iihh<>n, Madame de Starl, Byr.e. 
^:.d .s:.t!Icy. In i"*.*) the party crossed the frontim 
«: I:a!\. and at AIl).ino Lady HIessincton made ibc 
;.. j.ia;;:tar.cc i*i r*\r>'n. It is curious to read tbc^ 
Impressions uf one another, as conUBO&iCatsd b? 
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th* Ladjr to tfaa pablic, and by the Poet to his 
friend Moore. 

Tbe htf;h cxpcctstioni of tlic Lsdy do not seem 
to have been realised. She declares (in her ' Idler 
in Italy'} that never again uill she allow herself 
to Cono an ideal of any person she desires lo see ; 
aa the inevitable result is disappointment. Though 
Byroo had more than usual personal attractions, he 
UI short of the imaginary portrait she had drawn. 
Hta Uu|;h was musical ; true, but he rarely indulged 
in it, and when be did, it was quickly followed by 
■ graver aspect, as if he were ashamed of his mo- 
■ aatai y exhibition of hilarity. If asked to point out 
tit prominent defect of manner, «hc was disposed 
to Rply that it was " a flippancy " unworthy of the 
astbctf of ' Childe Harold ' and ' Manfred,' ami a 
wit of self-possession and dignity, unbecomin)* in 
A omu of birth and genius. 

On tb« other hand. Byron writes to Moore: — 

" Your other allies, whom I have found verj- agret:- 

abk persons, are Milor Ulcssington and ^potur. tra- 

witb a very handsome companion, in the 

■ of -a ' French Count ' (to use I'arquhar's phrase 

M ' Beaux' Stratagem *). who has all the air of 

I d fcfa a lo l, and ti one of the few speamena 
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I have seen of our ideal of a Frenchman fti/OT tkc 
Kcvolution, an old friend with a new face, apoa 
whose like I never thought that we ahoald look 
a};ain. Miladi seems highly Itteraiy. to which* aad 
your honour's acquaintance with the family, I ami- 
bute the pleasure of having aecn them. She ia ako 
vcrv' pretty, even in the momtng«<-«a apecica of bttoty 
on which the sun of Italy does not thine lo frt* 
qucntly as the chandelier. Certainly. English ranca 
wear better than their continental ncsghboon of the 
same sex. Mountjoy (Lord Blessington*a aecood Mk' 
seems verv* ^ood-natured, but is much tamed 
I recollect him in ail the glor)' of gemi and 
boxes, and uniform and theatricaltv and i| 
our house—' I mean of peers/ — I muit refer yoc 
to pope, whom you don't read, and won't nppR- 
ciate — for that quotation (which you mnit 
Ik poetical^ and sitting to Stroclling, the 
t I be depicted as one of the heroes of Agiaoosn. 
' with his Icmg sword, saddle, bridle, whack (al dc/ 



etc. etc." 



From Byron's allusion to D'Onay, 
he made one of the Blessingtona' party. 
t" the Countess, they and the poet were 00 tht 
cordul terms during their reaideacc at 




afae even hinti that her smiles tcmponuily charmed 
mway moch of his misanthropy. On the other band, 
the Countess of Quiccioli informed Madden that he 
4ad OM pay more than five visits tn all to the 
C— lUis. and vn can well believe that he limited 
ktr opportunities for making a book about him. 
SyOmy be liked from the first as clever, original, 
and onpretendrng, and be sat to the accomplished 
Cotmt for his portrait. 

The intimacy, whether as close as the one Countess 
aftnncd, or as scant as the other asserted, is admitted 
bjr Moore to bare exercised a genial influence upon 
tha mind of Byron. And be ascribes to Lady blessing- 
Ion a very important service, — (he revival to some 
t of the poct'k old regard for his wife, and the 
from a moral point of view of the 
r cantos of ' Don Juan.' Un one occasion he was 
to the Countess of bis daughter Ada : 
** Her mother," he said, " bas feasted on the smiles 
•f bcr infancy and growth, but the lean of her 
■utohty shall be mine." Lady Ulessington happily 
that if be loved his child so deeply, he 
t Devcr to write a tine that would bnng the 
I of MHTow to her check, or the tear of shame 
cr qrc. "Yon arc night," exclamicd Ujrrun; 
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" 1 r.cvcr ML lilcctcd this. I sun jcalousK tenac;.u% 
i: t!:c ii[it!i\ulv'! s\mp:ithy of my dauf;hter : and i hi: 
\^(•Ik 'Don Ju:in>. written to b€f;uile hour% of tniu-^ 
and wretchedness, is well calculated to Itx>%cn en 
hold on her affeLtions. I will write nn more of it.— 
uouhl that I had never written a line.*' 

While in this f:entler mood, say& Nfoore. wuh vmi 
loves and old mcmnries, and the tenderett of hnmaa 
s\;npathieb, :i!l tending to soothe his pride and BUti- 
^.ite his an;:er a;:ainst Lady Byron, he wa» inlonacd 
that a near friend of her Ladyship was in Genera, 
.md he re | nested Lady Hlessin^on to procure far 
him. throui:!; tl:is fticnd, his wife's portrait. He h*d 
been ir;fo::r.ed that Ladv Hvron feared he wa% abocX 
to return t>» Ln;:!and for the purp<'se of ciaiminj; hii 
(iau^i'iter. In rei{ucvtin>; the portrait and rrfutini; the 
It J. rt. he urott !o Lady Hlessin^on : — 

■ M\ recjue-: amuM he for a copy of the msr.iatsrt 

• :' L.tly t'l.ul...:; 1 h.ave seen in p«>ssesston of tbr 
\.x\': L>*.!y N 'ji. as 1 have no picture, or traced 
r:-.-:-.nr..i! o! .i::y Vw.A x\ L.idy H., as all her letters 
ut:- .•: ; cr r -^r. ji.s'.c-si 'n before I left Mna^lAAd*-* 

■Ai- i.a'.? :..i ! I.- i'rrcsp<»ndcr.ce smce — at leA%: 

• :. :•: ; i:!. '■!> i:'.t .i.:l \\\\\\ regard to the icurt 

:v.;:. ti ! . c!:v.i. il.at in the event of asi 
.::.•. ' . • .: to the iT^other, and my rrmamiac 
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the niniTtir, it would be my wish to have her plans 
carried into effect, both nith regard to the education 
«f the child, and the penon or persons under whose 
cvc Lady B. might be desirous that she should be 
placed. It is not my intention to interfere with her 
■ any way on the subject during her life; and I 
pRsumc that it would be some consolation to her to 
know (if she is in ill hcilth, as I am given to under- 
hand), that in mo case would anything be done, as 
fisr as I am concerned, but in strict conformity with 
Lady B/i ovm wishes and intentions — left in what 
aasuker she thought proper." 

When Lord BIcssington expressed his intention of 
kaviBg Genoa, Byron urged him to prolong his stay. 
and to take a residence adjoining his own, named 
** tl Panuliso." A report got abroad that he intended 
to take the place for himself; whereupon it was 
cynically observed that the Devil was once more aboji 
Is enter Paradise (" 11 diavolo i- ancora entralo in 
ftradiao'^. The remark suggested to Byron ihc 
' lines: — 



TW rccbimed l'ata>l»c 

SfcoaU be lice as ilw frvmer (rnm eiil : 
Bm tfthe Be* £fc 
For •■ apple thcMild (xne, 

WiM OMnal *«aU a« pby ifcc dnil • 
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The allusion to the new Eve is thus explained. Loid 
Hymn had announced that he was foinf; to a tth^^t^ 
ball, and invited Lady Ulessington to accompany him. 
Some li^ht jests passing to and fro in r c f crciK c 10 
the character she should assume, it ift-at indccofooaly 
proposed that she should go as Eve. Byron imac^ 
diatcly rejoined, " And as some one must plajr tltt 
devil. I will do it." He made but a sorry sort of 
devil after all. There was not much of the Slcpk»> 
stophclcs in Hyron's nature ; though there was pride. 
and vanity, and affected contempt of the world, and a 
good deal of constitutional recklessness. 

In the early part of June, tS^j. the Hle^singtons 
left (ienoa, and we have it upon Moore's e^ ideo ct 
that IKron was much affected by their departure. Oi 
the preceding: evening he sat CHn\ersing for nar 
time. He was cMtlcntly in low spirits, and after es- 
pres^in;; his rr;:ret that they should leave Genoa 
bcf(»rc Ins t:mr cf saihn;:. pn^ceeded to speak of his 
liMx; i:;tcr.;!'.J \' \a;;c in a despondent tone. "Here.** 
sui.l he, "^^c are all now t«'gether — but— -whcn« 
wl.c!c, •^iiall ue meet a;;ain ? I have a sort of 
th.i! uc *ec c.n.!i ether f«»r the last time; as 
t}-..:.^ :e'.i^ i:u I ^^l.all ne\er again return from Greece.** 
A::e: v.:.tinu:;:^ :n t^.:^ melanLholv strain for 
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^mam \aatja, he leaned bis head on the ann of the 
coach where they were sitting, and, bursting into 
lean, wept (or some minutes in a paroxysm of emo- 
tioo. Though bis conversation had been solely 
^irtrlT^I lo Lady Ulcuington, all who were present 
•oak Doticc of, and were affected by, this apparently 
(MMOe display of feeling ; while he himself, ashamed 
■f bi> weakness, endeavoured to divert attention from 
il bjr «o ironical remark, spoken with a kind of hys- 
Tt*"*' laugh, upon the effects of nervousness. Fre- 
eio — to this scene, he had presented to each member 
of tbc pATly some little gift ; to one a book, to another 
« frint (rom his bust by BartoUni, and to Lady 
I a copy of his Armenian OrAmmar. with 
aipt remarks of his own on the leaves. On 
; with her he solicited, as a memorial, some 
E which she had worn, and received one of her 
; m return, he took a pin from his breast, con- 
■ a small cameo of Napoleon, which, he said, 
had king been his companion, and presented it to 
tba CouDtcsa. Neit day the latter received from him 
tta iDOffwinf cbaracteriatic note : — 

" Alhmta, Jm4 2. 1823. 
* Ut tWAlt Laot Blmsinotok, 

" I an) My 1 1 ifttiinii, and have recollected that 
*Di- n. 14 




2 to KfprtsiHlalive Womin. 

memorials with a point are of less furtunate mu<iir>. 
I will, therefore, request you to accept, instead c4 
the pin^ the enclosed chain, which is of so slight a 
value that you need not hesitate. As you wiUsri fcr 
somcthini; worn, I can only say that it has be«n «- «^ 
oftcner and lonf^er than the other. It it of Venetian 
manufacture, and the only peculiarity about it i«. that 
it could r)ni\ be obtained at or from Venice. At Ge?) a. 
they have ni>nc rtf the same kind. I also encl<^*%c a 
rinf;, which 1 wnuld wish Alfrti to keep; it is too la-'c^ 
to ucAT ; but it is formed of lava, and so far adapted t.* 
the t:rc <*f his years and character. You will perhap 
have the v:'^"^''**-'^^ to acknowledge the receipt ^A thi* 
note, and *^tr.d back the pin 'for ro^kI luck'i 
wb.icli I sb.ill value much mf»re. for havini; 
niL'ht in \(<'ur custody. 

*' I:\L-r faithfully ycmr obliired, etc. 

" r.S. 1 1:« re \iur wrnri are well to-dav. ar-i mJ 
Ci:'.t:r;;;t' t ■ tV-urish." 

1 !■ :?: <:•.:■. I ll:c Hltssin>jt"ns pnKeedrd, h\ ma* 
«'f !;■:«: '■ .iT. ! K- mc. ti» historic Naples, where \hij 
4,....'!':' \. * :• ^\'.\x: ' u\ the iiran Hretai;na bcccL 
1. .' : ;r ! t: . ::.ir.!i 1 r>ay, wi'.ich from all time {vds 
\ .-.'. i'.' :". their SI rt:. a::d pamter^ %u«2i;bt \m 

I :w* .:t ' : i:.'.;: Lar.\.i*.. 1 he bri^-ht joyous %<eaer%. 
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sunshine, the warm luminous air, — 
who has not heard of the charms of the classic 
pBTtbcoope ? . . . 

** When the Baiui ocean 

Webcn, with air-like motion, 

U'rthin, sbtne, around iii bowers of slany green, 

Uoring ibc >ca<flowcri m ihme purpte cave«i 

F.*ra » the ever uormlcu aimoiphere 

nd«t> o'ei ihe El)r«ian realm." . . 

The impression which they produced on the mind 
of Lady BIcsungtoo, a mind keenly susceptible to the 
keaiftiful in form and colour, in recorded in one of 
her most graceful sketches, ' The Buy of Naples,' 
which appeared in the 'Book of Beauty' for 1834. 
As it it short enough for quotation, wc give it as a 
iyscimcn of her better style : — 

"It is evcaing, and scarcely a brcc2c rufBcs the 
cya bosom of the beautiful bay. which rcumbles a 
lart lake, reflecting on its glassy surface the bright 
a^ abon, and the thousand stars with which it is 
MiMad. Nsplcs, with its white colonnades seen 
■■Um the dark foliage of its terraced gardens, rises 
A* >B amphitheatre : lights Urcam from the windows, 
amA fan on the sea beneath like columns of gold. Tba 
I 14— i 
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castle of St. Elmo crowinng the centre; Vcsmriaft, Uke 
a sleeping; f;iant in grim repose, whose awakcnmg aD 
dread, is to the left, and on the right are the rior- 
crowned heights of the beautiful VomerOp with their 
palaces and villas peeping forth from the groves that 
surround them ; while rising abo\-e it the co oic B l tH 
Camaldori lifts its head to the akiet. Resina, Pofticx. 
Castcliamirc, and the lovely shores of Sofrento^ reach 
out from Vesuvius as if they tried to embrace tile Isk 
of Capri, which forms the central object ; and PaosilipD 
and Misenum. which, in the distance, seemed joned 
to Trc'LicIa and Ischia. advance to meet the beaotifal 
island nn the ri^^ht. The air, as it leaves the 
IS laden with fragrance from the orange-trees 
jasmir.c. so abundant round Naples, and the soft 
mu^ii ' t the guitar, or lively sound of the 
markir.^ the brisk movements of the tarantella, 
on the car. 

** I*ut, hark' a rich stream of music, sileoci^g aC 
other, t^ heard, and a f^ojdcn barge advances; the can 
keep t.rr.c to the music, and each stroke of then hbAi 
forth .1 !l\cr^ lif;ht ; numerous lamps, attached to the 
i>< at. ^:.\c It at a little distance the appearance of a 
Vast shell cif tnpa/. floating on a sea of 
Nearer and nearer draus this splendid 
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■wit bill more diitinctly on the charmed ear, and 
«M was that ha dulcet sounds an produced by a band 
flf ffittcrins musicians, clotbcd in royal liveries. This 
\ barge is followed by another, with silken 
overhead, blue curtains drawn back to 
admit the balmy air. Cleopatra, when she sailed down 
Ac Cydnus, boasted not a more beautiful vessel ; and, 
aa it {Udcs over the sea, it seems impelled by the 
■HMSC that precedes it, so perfectly docs it keep time 
•• its enchanting sounds, leaving a bright tr4GC be- 
feiod, like the memory- of departed happiness. But 
who is be that guides this bcautcou<> bark? His tall 
aad alight figure is curved, and his snowy locks, falling 
vns ruddy checks, show that age has bent, but not 
hnikcnhim; he looks like one bom to command — a 
bosiy Neptune, steering over his native element ; — all 
«gpca are fixed, but his follow the t;littcting barge that 
fWC c J ea him. And who is she that has the scat of 
koaov at bis side 7 Her fair, large, and unmeaning 
htm «can a placid smile ; and those ligbl-blue ejres 
amA fair riaglcts speak her of another land ; her lips, 
toob wast the fine chiselling which marks those of the 
lomy dime of Italy ; and the expression of hnr counte- 
maatm has in it more of earth than heaven. Innumcr- 
jMa beats filled with lords and ladies [oUow. but 




ai4 
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intiiiilc not cm ihc privacy of this royal bark, which 
passes Inrforc us like a vision in a dream. He who 
sltcitd was rc:(iinand, KinR of the Sicilicv* and »h« 

who was beside him, Maria Louisa, cx-Kmprrw c4 

I« If 

■ran ft*. 



In July, i**j;. the Ultssinj^tons rented the Villa 
Hel\t !ire. nn t);e Vomero,' a mansion, in itself and 
in Us s\jrr(ii:rulir.;^s. wcll-tittcd to receive a (^ecn at 
lie.tuty. The \Mndo\vs f>f the principal salons opened 
upt'H .i terr.iLt*K-trt!tn, surrnundcd (»n three ssdes b^ 
a ni.iiMe I'.tlu-tr.iile. and en the fnurlh crtch^^cd b^ i 
r- h!e ^al!iT\. t:!leduith Lhoicc works uf art. T>? rr^.i 
(I tl::s (jailer), uhich was df considerable Icnc^.^. 
.1 massy terrace : and at its extreme end r.^c 
!:•'::. with i>pen arcades, and t1<M>r of rr.artiC. 
Ml .i i:I'iri 'US pmspect was commanded by thii 
y i\:\. r.' — iJ-.l L:!eaminj; bay. with the Rrren 
• T.t s -'s S'rri:-.ti> nn iJ-.e left; the beautiful isl 
: C .1; :: ir. the «.ir.tre, like .in emerald vet m sapphtfi. 
\\:X\: N: :!.4. V: ^:.\,i ar.J its hcn'lL memoirs, Isc^tfL 
::.'. } ::.'. • I \if.cri.i Cid«»nr.a. and the wm^ied pr^ 
: : :;. •! MiNer.'jm !<• the r:j;ht ; fr«i:rant 



f.»rmt 
a p.t'. 
.••it • • 



• AtTTm.i-.' 



«ic!clt Vrnwn a« " Kini; IU»nb* * 
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and pQTplc vincyardf filling up the roreground. The 
rich odoun that roK from the masses of bud and 
n the grounds around the pavilion, and the 
' of (he Spanish jasmine and tuberose that 
gmrUtMlcd its walls, rendered it a delightful retreat. 
To tbc daughter of the Irish squire it must have seemed 
bkc a dream out of falrj-Iand ; though in all such scene* 
«be moved composed and Klf-posscssed as if to the 

Yet wc are diaposcd to believe, with her biographer, 
tbal never did an English lady of rchned taate enjoy 
the beauties of Naples, or visit the memorable places 
in its neighbouriiood, under happier auspices than 
LaAy BIcssington. 

Her personal charms, her grace of manner, her 
Urdy and intelligent conversation, and her repute for 
literal)- culture drew around her a crowd of notabilities, 
all eager to place themscIvcH at her disposal. Under the 
Mcoct of Sir William Cell, who so strangely combined 
Cha characters of a virtuoso and a man of the world, 
who played with equal facility the parts of the learned 
■atiqtuuy and the courtly chamberlain of Queen 
Canliac. abe visited the buried cities of Campania, 
the Cities of the Dead, Pompeii and Herculaneum. To 
raalum. and its rosea and its temples, where — 
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'* In M>1cinn liciuty, thrnuj^h the cicv blue hc^t. 
The Doric ro1umn« rear their awful het|;ht. 

she was escorted by the late Earl of Carlisle, aa 
accomplished nobleman, who had the poet'« txuc 
though not the poet's power of cxpre^Mon. To the 
Muscum!i and (lalleries of Naples, with al! tbcx: 
treasures u{ ancient and modem art. %hc va% 
accompaniiil by Millini;cn the antiquanan. L'n«i£« 
the painter, or Richard Westmacntt the ftculptor. It 
she went In the ()bser\alor\-, to sur\'ev "the raoc»ofi 
cif the hcaMRs," ^hc was attended by I'lax/i or S:? 
John HcrsLhcI. Happy the pupil who was fa^x>urri 
with such instruct'^rs. 

The visit to I*nmpeii was commemorated by lecse 
*^rr.<f>th ^t:ip./as, of which the fu!Io\%m^ arc fciveii at 
^pcLImc^l^ : — 



f -Ii vfcj.r: r \\\r vv.:l hA« Artl, 
I • r. r./ s: .! .ijx.n th> Ia. e 

* J. .1 '■. ' i jr. ! |ir:. \.*e ^'^e 
\ •.*-•' ! i"» ■ , .ic-.t-l il:\jf'.ay, 
'.S \. '.'■ \'* :'. ir'.;irtl -Ji-in frail t U», 
'•' • ■*•■.::;; rr»\ f !Sr rn.nj 




Hera we catch a very dlstioct reminiscence of a 
fSMafi in BjnvD's ' Giaour,' with which every reader 



" FuTwell, city of the dead I 
O'er »bo*n ccniuhn have Aed. 
Leaving on jronr buried face 
Nm one mark Time tores to mce ! 
Donb •• EcTpt (o^psc^ you 
Smofciy meet oiu anviout >jc*« 
Sboviog to the ca^cr kjuc 
Bin raid tttU *hadn at ancient ■)a\i.'' 

Of coune Lady BIcssington a&ccndcd Vesuvius. 
For an account of her entcrpriitc, however, the 
r must be referred to her ' Idler in Italy.* 



la 1836 and 1627 we And the Blessin^tons at 
Florence, Mill extending their circle of dittinguiahed 
aeqaaiaunces. and gathering around them the men and 
WMDCa moat famous for their sayingn or doings, and 
ifccir wit, fatbioo, or accomplishments. Here, for 
iOMple, tbcy visited or were visited by the frince 
remarkable for his FjihtafFian proportion* 
as the huaband of Napolcun's beautiful titter, 
; Prancia Hare, afterwards one of ibe authon 
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of '(iucsscs at I'ruth ' ; Lamartine, the French poet 
and statesman, and Walter Savage Landor. The Uit- 
M.imcd has iCLiiiiicd some particulan of hi% introduc- 
tion t>i the Lhaiinin^ Countcs& :— 

" Kcsiihn^' in t!ic Palazzo Medici at Florence, the 
(|uinsc\. my annual visitant for fifty &ea»on%, confined 
nu- til :r.\ rMu;:i. At that time my old friend, FrAAcst 
llau. \\:m h.til l}i:cn at Pisa on a vi&it to Lxmi aad 
Lad) \W si:.i;iMn. said at breakfast that he mutt 
rctuir. i:]sta:'.ilv \^^ I'Morencc. Lord and Ladv B- 
j'lLcil \\\\\\ \\\\\\ nn sii sudden a move, and inw%ted ct. 
kn^win:: ti.c .'r:<.' icas<>n for it. When he mentior.ri 
my nanK* a:.xi ii'.y xukncss. Ixird HIe%&inf;too fta.i, 
• You d-'n't i:u.4:s Walter Landi>r ?' * The ver\- tnan/ 
fcphcil llaic. Ills Lordship ran^; the bell, aad 
«rilLr(.-J his i:-:sLs to be put instantly to hit camaKv. 
lie- h.ad ^1 :.(. t • Tisa for his health, and had rcislcd 
a ht«.:sc on a tii:n ^^ six months, of which only locr 
h.ail c\; i;li!. 'I he i.cxt mornm^ my scn'ant entered 
i:i\ i:.:.i;r lir.rA :;:;;-:. M'm, \%hcrc I wa& lymg on a M^ 
\A\\\ anr.<>..:.^t i L- rJ Hlcssin^ton. I aaid I knew D» 
s«iLh 2([s :.. >k immediately entered, and 
*L<jnu'. c ::u, La:..!is ' I never thuuf;ht you 
relLSc to ^cc an old friend. If you doo't 
i^tcssin^'tun. )^-u may remember llountjoy/ Tt 
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ytMJt bdbra, iriien Lord Mountjoy was under the 
tMlMO of Dr. Ruidolph, he wu always at the parties 
«f Lady Beimore, at who&e house I visited, more 
particolarly when there were few besides her own 
lamily. I should not have remembered Lord Mount- 
fof. In those days he was somewhat fat for so 
jDong a Rian ; he had now become emaciated. In a 
fcw da>-s he brought his lady ' to sec me and make me 
well again.' They remained at Florence all that 
ycftr, and nearly all the next. In the spring, and 
■Btil the end nf autumn, I went cver^' evening from 
my nila, and spent it in their society. Among the 
cddwTticB I met there wa^ Pocris, and, for several 
w U i. the Count di Camaldoli, who had been I'rime 
Miniatcr of Naples, the Uukc de Ktchclicu too, and 
O'Onajr't sister, the Duchess dc Guiche, besides a 
Inr of the distinguished Florentines. \\'hcn I 
•cCumed to England, soon after Lord Bletsington's 

my first visit was to the Countess. Never 
. treated with more cordiality. Her parlies 
(Bore of remarkable personages than ever 
■■r* asaembkd in any other bouse, excepting, pcihaps, 

e dc Stall's." 



At FloRSCC, DO the ist of December, lii-j, look 
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place the marriage of Count D'Onay with Lod 
lUcssin^'ton's dauf;hter by his first inamai;e, tbt 
\.Ai\y Harriet Frances Gardiner, then a child of Uttk 
more than fifteen years old. A child in phj-siquc aad 
appcariincc and a child in manners, who oui;ht to bivff 
been kept fiir another year or two under the charct 
fif Wise- and thoughtful tutors. Afterwards she 
(!l\ tipper! into a woman of ^reat beauty and is- 
tLlli;;t.nLC ; but at the time of her marriaj^e Oic was 
:;rc.ttly more immature than w common mith mott 
l:i.ilti)y Dn^hsh ^irls of fifteen. I^rd Hles^iRfii^c 
!..r! (!tLi'!c(l iip<>n t}ic m^itch, in ^^hich his dau;;htcr'i 
ir.tiin.t'.inns were \%hr'll% unconsidered, as far back i% 
.\pril, i"jj. when, .it (ienoa, he received the news c€ 
t::'j 'i'j.tt!; cf his dr.ly son and heir. Lord Mousl^ 
11;. :::'it:*. e^ it is imp'ssiblc t'l i;ucss at. unless «« 
lf!;'.'.c w:::: I>r. .Ma<iilcn, that *' he was Iab:'un:;c 
'..:: ier a p.iit;«.'jlAr kind of insa:;ity. man:fe\:ed h\ as 
I' :.i!j.i*.i •:; .ir.'l ir.:criwrity ('t mind in his cond.;ct «7ii 
I \:.\ !' I.:s ta:n:l\ affairs, though quite sasc X 
'.•:. ' :;.rr •. .l.jeLt — wiMth unfitted him to dtsf^MC ci 

;..!!:'.:. at that juncture.'* Hut Lady 

. ,/ ::.::.:(.r..e • \ir liim was vcr}- great ^ asid 

: i .:.'.- :. ! \:.\f::U:x: tu p:« tcct her stcp-dau^btcr - 

A. {•.; t:.c b:iJ'.^ri'm, Count D'Ursay, who rcccfvri 
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Oyooo, as tbe marmce-portion, his conduct seems to 
to have been utterly unworthy of a gentleman and 
■an of honour. He cared nothing for \n% girl-wife, 
1 speedily separated from her, though continuing to 
I with the Blessingtons, and afterwards holding 
Ml can only be called an equivocal position towards 
I wife's step-mother I The utter selfishness of the 
■at's character, his want of principle, and his 
lenuice of or disregard for the laws of Chnslinn 
vmlity, must not be forgotten in the admimtion 
died by the variety of his accomplishments and 
EMoal gifts. It is impossible to excuse any one of 
I parties concerned in this shameful affair, which 
cw a shadow over a young girl's life, and was 
tluabiogly cjTiical in its extraordinary baseness. 
I (alhcr — the step-mother — the bridegroom ; each 
I equally guilty, and each equally merits the 
it'i stentcsl coodcnuution. 

a Jane, 1S38, the RIessingtons arrived in Paris, 
I took up their quarters in the mansion of tbe 
■fclul Ney, which ihey proceeded to redecorate 
I reforaisb on a scale of unexampled splendour. 
\ DO taste for upholstery wc decline to dwell 
details ; but wc may quote Lady Blcssington's 




-» ^ ^ 
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dcscnptitm of her bedroom and boudoir^ which were 
fitted up. unknown to her, under the direction of her 
husband : — 

" The whole fitting up/* she u>it " \% in cxquintt 
tdstc ; .ind, as uhual, when my most gallant of all 
^Mlhint husbands that it ever fell to the bapp>' lot cf 
woman to possess, interferes, no expcnic bai bees 
spau-d. The bed. which is silvered instead of ph. 
rests (in the backs of two large Mlvcr swant. to 
cNtiuisi'icIy sculptured that ever}' feather ii in ak» 
ri-iicvd, and hniks as fleecy as those of the Itr:s|( 
buii. The recess in which it is placed is lined vith 
white-iluted silk. Ixirdercd with blue*embos%ed lace » 
.t!ul trom the columns that support the fhe/e of the 
retess. pale blue silk curtams, lined with white. 
a:e l.'.;::»;. which, when drawn, conce^ the rrccss 
all'i^tther. . . . 

" A ii^ered sofa }:as been made, to fit the side cf 

i::e !•' <::; i';'p<-Mte the fire-place, near to which stands 

a rr. •»«! ::.\.:i:i,^ *.r^-re. An r^nlotn occtipics oee 

; r- \ .1 V > ik-st-iril the (>:hcr, and a rich coffer for 

:::.'» .1 {i.r..!.i::t ti> a similar one for lace cr 

] !..ia!s. a ^.i:pit «>f uncUt pile, of a paic 

.1 il^cr l.i:Vi|\ .ir..l a Tsyche glass; the oraa* 

•:^c:L.i, :■ wr:c.p»riil uiih the dccoratioes 
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«f the daaiber, complete the furniture. The 
of ihc dresaing-room are oX blue silk, 
1 with lace, and trimmed with rich frills of the 
\ material, as are also the dressing-stands and 
r Umfw, and the carpet and lamp arc similar to 
t k4 the bed. A toilette-table stands before the 
, and amall jardini^rtt are placed in front of 
each panel of ]ookinf;-glass, but so low, as not to 
impede ■ full view of the person dressing, in this 
taautiful little sanctuary. The satU de bain is draped 
vriUi white rauilin, trimmed with lace ; and the sofa 
■ad Ukc ttrgin are covered with the same. The bath 
■ of marble, inserted in the tloor, with which its 
— rfcn is level. On the ccilinj; over is a painting of 
Fbn, icatleruig Bowers with one hand, while from 
the ether is suspended an alabaster lamp, in the form 
ef ■ lottts. . . . The effect of the whole is chastely 
biMMitnl, and a queen could desire nothing better for 
herewn private apartments." 

Tbc Blessingtons now plunged into a world of 
blc gaiety, and the HAtel .N'cy became the 
■^uwicrs of all thai was brightest and most 
m» in Parisian society. Hut this butterfiy 
! was destined to an abrupt and melancholy 
On the 3jrd of May, ibig. Lord 
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lilcbsin^lon died suddenly uf a fit of apoplexy, aai 
the Cuur.ltss was left a widow with a jotaist« 
(It /'jiKiti a year, secured upon estates whici 
the Lite Karl's e\trava(;ance had &criuusly cocaB- 
be red. 

This chapter will fitly conclude with a Idle; 
.td dressed tn the widowed Countess by Walter Sava^ 

"Too well u.ts I aware how great my pain ir.ai: 
. e in reaiiin;^ \fur letter. So many hopes are thr.^? 
.iwa) li>>rii us ))\ this cruel and unexpected blow. I 
c.(r'.:i"l pait witii tl;e cnc of which the Kr^^^t^cu ir*: 
the justness of \our ;;:icf almost deprives me. \tXi 
\ii:; will recover \"ur health and spirits. I: twO 
ciiuLi let urn at ur.Le, ur vcr>' si>on, you «rouli be 
or.\M':ti:y df th.it Io\c which the kindest and br^: jc 
hurr.ati hc:::^ • la\i^i:e.l i>:i Vou. Lon|;cr hfe wai a.t 
:i».n;>sar\ I -r :.::n t i estimate \uur affection for .*-^ 
.i:.i: !h*-c i::.iwi. ■ tt st ul which vuur beaut\ is t\ 

m m 

\.\\,\\.\*.'\ k\.\\ I .;*. !.i:r.tlv si'.adiiwed. lie told mc t^ 
ML we:-, ic ,-.;:-^;!t t ) !.:-» i.appincss, and that he coc^ 
r.-'t live wit:. -.;*. \> .i. Sup^xisc then he had s'j 
\. ... i.:s .:r;.i::..:c in t::at case c<>u!d n-.»t have 
v.. 1 .1 ;. a^ :'. '•^.l-«, u:'.Li-.".si.:uUs c*I pain, cf 
It. i: .c... .:.^ :t l.Lhiiivi. 1 am w^^mforted at t^ 
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that M gentle a heart received no affliction 

the anguish and despair of those beloved. You 

oAcn broufflic mc over to your opinion after i 

;e rather than a powerful conte&t ; let me, now 

in the right, bring you over by degrees to 




III. 

In November. 1830, Lady Bletaangtoo, with thft C 
and Countess D'Orsay, returned to 
afterwards, a formal separation was arranged bet 
the Count and Lady Harriet ; and the former, in 
sideration of a sum of £100,000, payable in 
mstalments, surrendered the claim to the llli Mintl<a 
estates, which the late EarPs will bad gimca 
Lady Hlessinf^ton, finding it impotaible to 
on a suitable scale the splendid mansion in St. J 
S<iuare, which her husband had bequeathed to 
disposed of her interest in it, and rented a 
in Seamorc Place, furnishing it with great tait* 
splcruiuur. Here she took up her residcocc la iSji. 
Count I)'()rsay Ii\inK in Curxon Street, near at 
I hrowin^ open her salons nightly, ahc tool 
a Lcntre of attraction for the c< of 

and the notabilities of literature and att; wi 
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as ■ tocUl mtrtprtntiat. Lady Cork, Lady CharieviUe. 
and even the imperious hostess of Holland House. 

In Crmbb Robinson's ' Diary ' we find some pas- 
nCM descriptive of Lady HIessington and her re- 
— ipwj. Thus, under date of September sSth, 1X32, we 
md:— 

" Between nine and ten, I went by Lander's 
desire to Lady Blesnington's. to whom he had named 
ae. She is a charmin;; and very remarkable person ; 
•ad though I am by no means certain that I have 
ianacd a lasling acquaintance, yet my two intcoiews 
ka«« left a delightful impression. Lady Ulessinf^on 
m much more handsome than Countess EglefTstein. 
krt tbetr countenance, manners, and particularly the 
tone of voice, belong to the same class. Her drna 
hcfa. and her library most splendid. Her book about 
La«d Byron* (now publishing by driblets in the New 
Ma mtUjF UMg^rine), and her other writings, i^ve her 
ia addition the character of a M ttprit. Landor, 
tea, aays that she was to Lord Blc^^ington the most 
4c*o(cd wife be ever knew. He says, also, that she 
waa by br the most beautiful woman he ever saw. 



i^ 



with Lord B^rTaa,' •fterwanli pulitiihn) la one 
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" She i« no loDger Jont m premiirt jtuntat. Stilt 
dtc looks ■omething 00 the sunny side of thirty. 
Her pcnon it full, hut preserves all the fineness of 
an adminble shape ; her foot is not pressed in k 
Mtie tlippcr, for which a Cinderella might long be 
•oogbt in vain ; and her complexion (an unusually 
bir akin, with very dark hair and eyebrows) is of 
cTcn a girlish delicacy and freshness. Her dress, of 
Uw aatin (if I am describing her like a milliner, it 
ia bccauac I have here and there a reader in my eye 
«bo will be amused by it), was cut low, and folded 
•cnaa her bosom, in a way to show to advantage 
tbe rvund and Kulptured-like cur\-e and whiteness of 
a pair of exquisite shoulders ; while her hair, dressed 
doac to her head, and parted simply on her forehead 
with a rich jitonitr of turquui&c. cnvclupcd in clear 
a head with which it would be difficult to 
I iaiilt. Her features arc regular, and her mouth, 
: moat expressive of them, has a ripe fulness and 
uf play peculiar to the Irish physiognomy, 
I cxprcMivc of the moat unsuspicious good humour. 
4 Id all this, a voice merry and sad by turns, but 
I musical, and manners of the most unprelend- 
■f tkcancc, yet even more remarkable fur tbcir 
«iM^ kindnesa, and you have the prominent traits 
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of (^nc (^f the most lovely and fascinating; womes I 
have ever seen." 

Willis proceeds to speak of the celfbriiie* wbocB 
he met at Seamore Place. There wa% James Smzth, 
the author, or rather part author, of those most ad- 
mirable c»f parv»dies. the ' Rejected Addresses.' H;s 
bn>thcr, the novelist, whose ' Hrambletye House* n 
still remembered as a fairly successful historkai 
ri'n^ar.ce. writes, that " in the wide circle of hn 
London accjuaintances, one of the houses at whxfc 
he most dtli;;}Ucd to visit uas that of Lady Blrss- 
mctnn. T" lh:s lad\ he was in the habit of setsiir^ 
'Ctasional epii^ram^. and complimentary* <t pur!::r-x 
notes. I-\ r ix.imple. when the lady rem-ived frc«: 
Scamnrc I'lacc to (iorc House. Kcnsmf;ton. he 
\N :i>tc : — 

)*f' tf ?•*• v TT:*"rr »r%;i»A;il rri;i«*ft% 
^riK •- •rr.ar'.rr! and iT^*' ^ 

\S . 1 > ^ ... m,'f»' Uktc and »p&rfMiouf« 

\ * .»! r.r: • i.^-' n attcnU her 
! ••).rr '., \.i mJr /irr vocie 




Tbm wms itao Sir Henry Bulwer, the diplomatitt, 
lAcnrudt Lord DftlUng, "» small man ; very slight 
■ad (catJcman-like ; i little pitted with the small- 
pox, and of very winning and persuasive manners." 
A frequent vibilor wa» his more celebrated brother, 
Ibc Ute Lofx) Lytton, who, a% poet and dramatist and 
■uviliat, was to often near supreme excellence, and yet 
■ever attuned it. He was in the flu^h of his early 
fame, and everywhere sought as the author of 'Pelham'; 
•ookcwhal of a dandy, but always a Kcntteman and 
aadtoUr. 

To Scunore House, a« aflerwardt to Oorc House, 
CMDc the present Prime Minister of Eot;land. then 
ymmg Ur. D'Israeli, gay and airj-, the gU%s of fashion, 
•ad as the author of ' Vivian Grey.' the observed 
frf all observers. " Patent leather pumps, a white 
tfick, with a black cord and tassel, and a quantity 
«f cfaaios about his neck and pockets — lividly pale — 
his ty* black as Erebus, with the most mocking and 
lyinc-in-wut sort of cipression conceivable. His hair 
MM otraordioary as his taste in waistci»ts. A thick 
heavy mass of jet black ringlets falling over his left 
chsak altnost to his collarless stock ; and on the rigbl 
psftad and put away with the smooth carcfutneta of 
A flrrs; and shining most unctuously 'with thy 
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incomparable oil, Macas&ar."* Such mas L^ r: 
Kcaconst'icUl in 1*^34; since then, many things ha^e 

happened. 

Thorn.is Ndxirc was often a f^est, and Wilhs i:i\r% 
an interesting account of one of his appearances At 
a sin;^cr. "We went up to coffee/* he \a\\, " Aai 
Mooie lTi;;htez*.e(l up a^ain over his {kaiu-%j/'\ ar^ 
went ^iittLiir.^ un with criticisms on Ohsi, the deliw2^*» 
s<)p.^si;c^>» ri'>w ravishing; the world, whom he p'.accd 
above all but Tasta; and whom he thoui^ht. »:::: 
the e\».tjt;<-n that her le^s were ten) ih'Tt * , 4.-. 
incMmpar.ti/lc «. feature. This introduced mu%K \z"; 
t:atur.tii\, a:. 1 uilh a ;;reat deal **f diffiv.ui:% he «»«% 
taken to tiie { i.ir.<>. My letter is );ctlin^ 1 r.*:. Ar.i 
I ha\e t.<> ti:::c t'l descrilic his sm;;in^. It :\ «c.. 
kr.'w::. 1. w. '«*:, tliat its cfTcLt is only C4uallcd b* 
tb.e ije.ii.t) • ■! i;i^ <>\vn Wf>rJs: and, for one, I c•J^^i 
ia'. t :•./.'.:. :.;i:. i:.!-. ir.v heart \Mth mv dch«:h:. Hr 
r:..ir.'. ^ :. .I'.utrip at music. It is a kind of adm.rAl.c 
Uv.«:a:.\e. .:. \\i..^;: every shade of th"Ui;ht 1% ft\.lab«.ri 
.1:. ! <':\\: : ..; :.. ..;ij the sentiment of the w^r.^; |; <t 
!:.:■•....:. .: K "1. warminj; you to the \erj e)c 
!. 1*^. .1: . !.i:!;:.^' \<ur tears, if \uu have a w-«l *f 
i:.'e ::. \ .. I ha\c hc4id of wumen faintxn|; a: 
.1 *> : - • I M . and 1! the burden of it an%«crei 
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bjr dunce to a secret in the bo»om of the listener, 
1 should think, from its comparative effect upon so 
old a stager as myself, that the heart would break 
with it. We sll sat round the piano, and after two 
■r three songs of I^dy Blcssington's choice, he 
rambled over the keys awhile, and sang, ' When first 
1 met thee,' with a pathos that beggars description. 
When the last word had faltered out, he rose and 
look Lady Blessington's hand, said ' Good-night,' and 
was gone before a word was uttered." 

Memnttme Lady Ulessington had entered on a 
literajy career with the view of augmenting an income 
which was insufficient to meet all the expends of her 
akgant establishment. As early as I.S22 she had 
ftren to the world a little book, flimsy but cte%'er. 
ottitlcd ' The Magic Lantern ; or. Sketches of Scenes 
in the Metropolis.' This was followed in the same 
jmr by another vcitmuUi of ' Sketches and Fragments, ' 
Uk character of which may be inferred frum its 
coatcou :—' Blighted Hopes— Marriage— The Ring— 
Je«nul of a Week of a Lady of Fashion— An Allegory 
^Pasl i diousness of Taste — Coquetry— Kgult»m — Re- 
Ensibility — Friendship — Went ward Fra^- 
Thc sentiments expressed are conventional, 
caprcssion is conventional, except where it vt, 




2j6 
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1:'. I'lrbolit al and artituial. There is rv:^V. rr r* 
t •I'T.l displayed in her * Jnurnal f»f ConvcrN.it: ".^ w.:' 
I. id I'yrun.* puhlishetl in i^*,z. The narr.i!:-. r ^ •* 
f-:^ in a sirrsplc arif! iinexa^ iterated st\Ie. an! \\ :^ c". • 
<Kr.l I'nrn vari"Ws shrewd hints and atule ' *- mi!: "^ 
ll:at tl:e uritir f'.ad f«>rnu-d a ven' just fpin: v. f I.- "- 
r.\: i/. ■ iMiatter. I>r. Madden hints at t;.e •■\:!er.r 
«1 a (iTt! i?cl::^:: «'f pifjiie, — and this ma) hj\c prr 
\ivtt I !.; r fr -TV. !■• :n:: hlintlcd t'f the faults • "he t-i- 
1 V t!:*- f.iTT'.r "f t;:r p"et. 

I. I !y U!f ^ -.::.;• r.'s r":rst n"\»l was '(ir-Kr Ci*«> :« 
• r !:.'. K* ; • il- : ,* ■ :r i in I**;;. A-. t!".i- 1 /'r • fi.iTr- 
♦. ■ f A'".' ' ;iv. ! j : , :. . iv I::-!:. ,ivA \:\\ \ -•. .»■ •? — 



; !: .i!. 
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i at will by the author, but otherwiie wboUjr 
wuvcopiisable. 

' Meredylb,' in three volumes, waa published in 
the unw year as 'Grace Cassidy,' on which it fthowa 
a tlight improvement. The publisher records (hat 
only 3S0 copies were sold. Lady Blcssington wrote 
too quickly to write well; for in iSjs she produced 
three DO\'els, ' The Follies of Fashion/ ' The Two 
Fneods,' and 'The Victims of Society/ In the last 
the evidently delivers herself of the anger, and the pas- 
•ioa of humiliation, excited by the treatment ahe was 
receiving at the bands of the htutu monJe. Her brilliant 
aaactnblics, it is to be noted, were attended by men 
only. This is hardly to be wondered at when we con- 
■ider that the Count D'Orsay was by this time esta* 
Mtfh^ under her roof as the ami dt la maison. It is 
tna that he was ten or twelve years younger than 
t^y Blcssington, but she was still a Beauty, and as 
N. P. WUlis has told us, preserved a wonderfully 
yovthful appearance. That Society was scandalised 
ii^ tbcrcfore, no matter for astonishment. Undoubt> 
tHj, Lady Blesstngton keenly felt her isolation, and 
her leeliogs will explain the bitterness of tone pcrccp- 
tibk in almost every page of ' The Victims of Society.' 
For the rest, it is a commonplace novel enough, which 
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owed the amount of attention it received to nointnr.i:: 
merit, hut to the title and fashionable reputatioo :t 
its author. Lady Ble&sinf^ton had no talent for Da%tl 
writing. She could not frame an intcre^tinf" plot : %hc 
had no idea of constructing; situations ; she was unab> 
to conceive anv distinct and individual characters. The 
hemes and heroines of her stories are as lifelcs* ms4 
as unlike life as the models in a cheap tailor^s iritido« 
She had no imagination and no passion. She ssc 
cecded best, thnu^h even then her success was ocS 
partial, when she described those aspects of " jof*i 
s(»i:ielv " with which she had fur manv \-ean bees 
acquainted. Such descriptions suited her li|ckt mt4 
tluent style, and i^.iined a certain amount of frr«hac« 
(rum the way m which they elicited her sense -r 
humour. 

To (iore Utilise, Kensin^on Gore, formeriy tic 
residence < f W'llii.im Wilbcrforce, Lady lilr%\zntt€« 
rcmoNed in i::e sprmi* of xNj'j ; and here she held br 
r':«»:iPi:s on a l.ir^cr scale than had been pos^ibSc ? 
Sc.iiv.urc l'lai:e. I'«»r upwards of twehx years a cce- 
t:::.:eJ t>) be t::c rendezvous where the sisitoc 
<.;rc *}i mcct::i^ with the lions of the day, « 
o! t:omc-KrtJ^^**h 'T imp«irtcd from abroad, wbetbcr 
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«f tbe vword or of the pen, whether diplomatisti versed 
lo tbe intrigue! of courti, or philosophers practised in 
the " oppotitions of Kiencc." Let us quote again 
from Crabb Robinson : — 

" Reached Lady BIcssinKton's after ten. With her 
wen D'Onay, Dr. Lardncr, Trclawncy, Edward 
Bvlwcr. A itranger, whose conversation interested 
aad pleased me, I found to be younR Disraeli. He 
talked with spirit of German literature." 

"At half-past levrn, went to Lady Biessinf^on's, 
where I dined. The amusing man of the party was 
a yocng Iriahman — Lover — a miniature painter and 
an author. He sang and accompanied himself, and 
told sofBc Irish tales with admirable effect. One of King 
OToole and one of an Irish piper. In both, exquisite 
absurdities, uttered in a quiet tone, and yet dramati- 
cally, constituted (he charm. Among the other guests 
wen Cboriey [the novelist and musical critic] and 
tlM American Willis. Count D'Orsay, of course, did 
the booours." 

A fr«quent Ruest at Gore House was the Prince 
Lsaia Napoleon (afterwards Napoleon III), tallow- 
!d, with drooping c)'elids and long pointed 
■ and furtive glance, — alwa)>s ready lo listen, 
\ reticent in his imn speech. La Lady 
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IMcshir-Ktiin and tlic Count he found devoted fnca^i. 
^lu) nc\cT wc.iiicJ in their efforts on his bchAif. az^: 
excited tir him all their social and pohtical in£uc&cc. 

The expenses of (iorc House, and the Klfi%hcjitraiA 
^anccs i't Ci u:.l D'Orsay, compelled Lady UIe>\tx;c^^ 
to enrol hcrsLit amon^ professional /i/WaXmn, aad &«> 
dii\L b.i[^ai:.^ with biNiksellers ai eagerly axkd a* 
cli>scly as a;.\ "sla\eofthe lamp." She conlnbctej 
lai;;cl\ tti the ' Annuals ' which were then to popular . 

I 

and !t>r se\eiai Mais she edited the ' liook of Ucaut} 
LaJ.\ \\ ilde uiT'.aiks that the whole s>stcm of tkctc 
illustiated \earlu i ks was a speculation baicd oc per- 
sonal \ar::!\. CKuit-beauties— and some who vert 
nui Ciutt-Ltauties — paid for having their ponr&.:i 
en;;ia\ed in i:.e u:. natural and sukly- sentimental s:;*.^ 
tlie:. IP. \i ^'^L . aiiii the ed.tor afterwards ordered jK:jbc 
oi \e:sL- to :....: t::e ; "rtia;ts. The wives and m-jchen 
o\ t:;e ^ii<.i wl.isses having been exhausted, a ra<td «&» 
niailL ..\ :. :..'. i.l;:idie:i ; rniiXe extra\a^ant p«.'rtra.:i^ 
anil :.. ix, \: .c .i:.d vcinc. A \arxatiua waA <a,^- 
shiiali} ;:.::■ L:.t.J; a landscape cnf;ra\cd from ftooc 
^H>} u!.i: 2''^*^*^t '• a ^;iuup i>l figures, and thiA vat 
ai.v ::.;M:.;e^i \'\ a tale vi a tupu^iaphical ftkctch. Tbe 
Lu.'.ti.. »:> :a ULie f;enciall) the (i lends of the editor. 
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wbe in tbit manner repaid her for her hospitality and 
helped to twell her income. It cannot be said that 
their work wai often worthy of them. Yet amonR 
them we find such names as those of Lytton Bulwer, 
the Ute Lord Strangford. the late Eart of Carlisle, Sir 
Aubrey dc Vcre, Jud^c Talfourd, Landor, James Smith, 
Barry Cornwall, Disraeli, Captain Marrj'att, and 
Mr«. S. C. Hall. The kind of poetry furnished by the 
titled editress herself may be inferred from the follow- 
ioK fpecimen. It is entitled ' F6Ucit^,' and intended 
to illtistrate a drawing by Maclise in which a fcmnu it 
dUaiArr. with an evident air of satisfaction, is "tr>'in|; 
«« " a handsome dress before a looking-glass : — 

" Oh ! wouU I were a Udy 
In cottly ulk* 10 ihine ; 
Who then could ttand betide me f 
Whai figure nuirh with mtnc? 

" Who'd rx*« »bout mjr mUtrcu 
Wlih her fuk and Uoiniid tscc, 
II they cooM *m mj pink cheeki, 
E4c«d round unih Umitd* Ure? 

" How wen her up becotne* me ! 
With wtui a >iunty itr 
!**« placed it off taj farehtad. 

To ihow iM)' duninf hair t 
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^ And I dcrlarr thc%c ribaml» 
Just suit me to 4 shade ; 
If Mr. John rc*uld %re me, 
Mv fortune would be made 

*• Nay, look ' her braielett lit me. 
Though just the Ir^st too tijfht ; 
To wear what io%t w> much, mutl 
Aflfurd tme i;reat deh^ht. 

** And then this pretty apron. 

So Umcd and frilled and Uced, 
I hate I! «>n rn\ Riistrett, 
Thouich well It fthowt my waiu. 

•* I must run d*»wn one m:nute. 
That Mr J.ihn mas *e« 
How \\V\ and la^^c and nUandt 
Set otf a >;ir! I.ke nte 



Yet all <-f !hrw ii»^Tthef, 

A^, \^ xi\^ ar.*! li.^niondt tod^ 

\Vou!i! f.» ! *.-^ T*..ikr m'nt ladin 
A^ wr.; as I know »ho' 



These verses. It m'.:st Ik c<>nfc%scd. are belcv tfc 
a\rr.i;:c even of * li.^k i>f licauty ' and * KccpMftf 
l.!c:a!.::r. Still, the a:rr. wxs alua)** 10 low, and tk 




il u vapid, that one cannot but be suqirised st 
the comparatively long reign of the Annuals, and at 
the feeble digestive powers of the public for whom such 
li|:ht viantta were prepared. 

Resuming our sketch of Lady Blessington's literar>' 
career, we note that in i6j8 she published her best 
work of fictiooi * The Confessions of an Elderly Lady,' 
—'** Confessions " were at that time very popular, as 
the reader will perceive if he glances at an old cata- 
logue of a circulating library of "the period:" — in 
idjQ. 'The Governess': and in the same year her 
'Idler in Italy,' decidedly her most fini&hcd literary- 
work. Here she was upon safe ground ; she had only 
to relate and describe, not to invent ; and she was able 
to enliven her pages with anecdotes that invested them 
with a certain freshness of interest. Its success in- 
duced her to publish in itS4i her 'Idler in France.' 
Thia, to tome extent, brings her into rivalry- with Lady 
Msrsan. whose aupcnonty of talent, however, was 
jpcBBt cs table. ' The Lottery of Life ' appeared in 1^42. 
Mat came ' Strathcm, or Life at Home and Abroad.' 
k waa first issued as a weekly /tuiiUtom tn the SutJay 
Ttma ; and if we mistake not, the proprietors had good 
nmaon to desire its speedy conclusion. Afterwards 
it waa published by Colburo in four volumes. As the 
)6- 1 
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result of the double publicatioiii Lady Ulc^Mni;t<in 
realised about Amk^; but the publishers lost scnou%l\. 
The public did not care for her ladyship's novels. How- 
ever, she continued to publish^ and, throui^h her socul 
influence, to find pubhshcrs, though she never achic^rd 
even a moderate success. In 1 846 appeared the 
* Nfemoirs of a Femmc de Chambre/ which seems to 
us to show l)uth a moral and intellectual detenoratioo 
on the part of the writer. And the same detrnoratioo 
IS evident in ' Licncl Deerhurst ; or. Fashionable Life 
under the Regency ' 1 IN^^^, and ' Marmaduke Herbert . 
41. I he I'atal Hrror ' ii>47;' Her last no\cl. * Countn 
<^)u.irtcrs/ ran thr<iui;h successive issues of a Loc- 
dun weekly journal in l^4^9 but we ha%e never rrsd 
It. 

'I i'.e liJifilur^h Rcrtrw, in xSjS, thus spoke of tbc 
lit St of her wcirks of fiction : — 

" Modern si>v.iety. \%hich is not ver)* nch m matc- 

ii.ils tiir the sta^e. produces the exact vanetir\ ni luc 

•t :\i\Mijr.ibIe t" the genius of the novelist. Tbc 

c->::'.:l dr.imaiist iti;ui:cs strung; contrasts and marked 

c:r•..:^: ar.J tl.e wi.Ui the distmctions between ranks 

. :. 1 vij-^is, tl'.e liicpcr the divisions that circtim- 

^•.-.'.N diA'Jv lit\v(.c:: ir.un and man, the better for 

; ..:]' scs • t :': t ^!a;;c• '1 he nos*clist9 oe the 
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caotrvy, more subtle, analytic, and refining than the 
dnmatiEl, inclining rather to delicate fidelity, to 
nintitc deliiU, than to bold cxiKgeration of vehement 
contraats, finds scope for his art precisely where 
•octety appears most level and uniform ; and in pro- 
portMMi to the apparent similarity of the general flock 
ia the skill and beauty with which individualities are 
diteovered and enforced. 

"The novels of Lady Blessington are strongly 
characterised by the social phenomena of the times — 
they are peculiarly the Kanxans dt Socirtr — the 
characters that move and breathe throughout them 
are the actual persons of the great world, and the 
reflections with which they abound belong to the 
philoaopby of one who has well examined the existing 
maimen. In her writing there has been a marked 
and progressive improvement, as if by the self>&tudy 
that belongs to application, powers previously un- 
1 to herself had been gradually developed. 

"The 'Confessions of an Elderly Lady,' and ' Con- 
\ of an Elderly Gentleman.' are more popular 
hi their nature than ' The Victims of Society,' and 
nof« aparkling in their execution. The>- contain 
■Mch fehrewd but quiet satire, and much subtlety of 
abacnation : while here and there, in the toidst of 




•4^> 



A\/'Py^til/tiflTY ITi^WrM. 



liitii ir.Ms! li\tl\ sM'nv. their arc charnun^* : \.:.zs 
itfk<.li\c ir.i»r.i!ily and unLonsciuu^ patlit»s." 

ll'.is ci;i« .:ium, \vc will not call it crit:».:'.m. r*:-*! 
s';ri-Iv have been wrilttn hv ;in iia'^itu* nf < i :c H-u** 
W c .'I'lrr.il that the * C«»nks%inns * arc l^i\ 
r»icss:ri:tin*s best w«»ik m the department t* •;,:; -. 
h::t ll'.L- ■* s'.;htlely <»f <'!)Nervali'>n." ar.il the " t jcSe% 
<i I .il/. "•>» '* txisl only in the Reviewer's ir::a«;jri- 
ti r.. 

\:\ te.u! '! n.akir;;: a:'.\ qi:i tat tons trom thc^c r \ci^. 
\\i:ulj wi'ui.l r.t*.i ■'*'arily i;:f!"tr b\ heir.;: 1 rr :r "• 
\:.v.: V. :-.:t\t. ut piii: !■■ .;i\c as spe*.irr.cr:N ** La: 
llit ^i::^! i."s ri:lt.li\(. ^t\Ics'mc extracts t: —. !. : 
I •- lit ti.f 'W.tiis ar. i Sii.i\ s I'l Th-ui;;::.' *. ..:..:c- 
I; Im. M.i!ii.n III [V. ill-: C •■!:*. n*."n- 1 'i^.e l--**^ 
I:.' v.-! .1 llt'--l\, u-:f •.■■ttt i i!'A\n t- : l-c ;v :.!•:? 
.:■:.:: \ k" :t-.. 1 ;:'.■ it.tit: will jcr^cnc ::.-»; :.t?. 
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" It U le« difficult, we are told by Brissot, for « 
I to obtain celebrity by her genius, than to be 
{■rdoocd for it." 

"It is doubtful whether we derive much advantage 
from a constaot intercom-^ with superior minds. If 
our own be of equal calibre, the contact is likely to 
excite the mind into action, and orii^nal thouf;hts are 
oAen struck out ; but if any inferiority exists, the 
iniefior mind is quelled by the superior, or loses what- 
«Ter originality it mif;ht have possessed, by uncon- 
tciomly adopting the opinions and thoughts of the 
superior intelligence." 

"Half the reputations for wit that pau current in 
Caihiooable life, arc baud on ill-natured sa>-ing) of 
pcraoDS who would have found it difficult to have 
any notice in society, except by censorious 
Uions; they are oi' the class of whom mention 
is made in the French verse — 

' S*!! n'nt biaI [utl# <lc pcnonne 
On n'ctil januui poitj de lui.' ' 

" Borrowed thoughts, like borrowed money, only 
atww Use povtrty of (he borrower." 

"A woman should not paint sentiment till she has 
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ceased to inspire it.*' [From a French source. 
evidently.] 

" Memor}- seldom fails, when its office \% to Uk« 
us the tombs of our buried hopes.'* 

" A woman's head is always influenced by bcr 
heart, but a man's heart is always influenced b% 
his head." [Is not this more antithetical thaa 
true ?! 

*' St>mc good qualities arc not unfrequently created 
hy the belief of their existence, for men arc generally 
anxious to justify the k^kxI opinion entcrtamcd of 
them." 

'* Great men direct the events of their \\tm% — «i«c 
men take advantage of them— weak men are borcc 
down bv them." 

" A vtiun^ woman ou^ht, like an angel, to pardoa 
the faults she cannot comprehend ; and an ddcriy 
unman, l:kc a saint, because she has endured 
trials." 

" i'cf pic are seldom tired of the world till the worii 
:s t::c.! i I them." \\ \arution, if we mistake no<. c^ 
I r.c ( : I. a KfK.hcf(i:LauI-.!'s maxims.] 

" \\ c make temples of fur hearts, in which «e 
\% \\\..\ ar. iJ 'I, ur.'.:I vie discover the object ol ouff 
i \c '.%as a false g"^ ; a'-d ti.cn when it lails, it is loC 
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tkc idol oaly that is destroyed — the shrine is rofned." 
[Soggcsied by a. passage in one of Lord Lytton's 
emriicr essa)**, entitled, we think, ' On Infidelity in 
Low.'] 

"Sbeil describes one of our statesmen as a man 
who Doited the maximum of coldness with the mini- 
■HBM erf tight ; ' he was an iceberg with a farthing 
nnh>Iiclil on the summit.' " 

" We are never so severe in dealing with the sins of 
others, as when we are no lonjjcr capable of commit* 
tine them ourselves." 

" Sceptics, like dolphins, change when dying." 

" We render ourselves the ministers [tnstru- 
acau7] of the fatality which our weakness ima- 



ma ruyvaa to the staks. 

* OMftat M M(, <•« an the lUn of esnh, 
Aad iW we bomsfe paji' to jrc on hit;h, 
LMUof oat fragite bcadt lo view ymit bnchioeti. 
Aft f« BM (breed \a let )owr thininjc c)o 
Onil M u dcBMcni of the favouivd eanh ^ 
FofBCd bf Ibt MRM AlmisKt)' Cute of kll, 
Ta loak 4bvb on yi, from yattt •hit feldv 
Aad «• fran Mrs tfgrttn Vxk sp lo )w> ' 
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Dccitlcdiy Laily HlcsMni;ton's forU was njt bli: 
verse I 

Ant! thdu art ^^nt fri>m earth, like wmie fair drearrv. 

hchclil in slumlicr, lca\ini; noU|;ht brhtml 
iWit MicMMry, III tell (lia! i)i<>u hdk%t been ; 

A:;il tlkcrc for cxcrmirc s\\a\\ be cnUkrincd 

A^ nI::2>^ that v.iil upxin the )>i)un«lle%\ <leep, 
Vrt Ir.r. e n«» Ira* r ; nr nn» jri!« in their i!-|jh*, 

\% ^ r«!N whi- h c Ira-.r !hc blue ami ambient air, 
I r.i'.r :; • ;::iprrN> .ir.d Mxm are \<^M to «:i;ht 

>o !hn«»c wj... !•» r'rrr.i!) <l«^ I'»*S 

\.Xv sh I ! At «i ^ i;*;". If. .im! nttu^ht rema.&ft 

Ii. \v'.\ ■;^ :?.• . :..*.! .-•<:» "u: a< h.ri,; hcaxT» 
\:..l ;....: \: .". ^ •*•.. '. ::ic:::Mr\ rcta.nt 



' Mv hc.ir: :^ like a t:i»/cn 1 'untain. over >»h:^.-. :i 
i.c :-. :■ '• i.i: i : .lil'W «'f ti.c stream bcnea::; v, »;r 
\%.t:; \;,: .:. ::.■ ;:^ii tr:..j^h \^ \it4!ity rcrr.a.r.* \ 

:. IK'. ::.5. »....;';.; r.i'- ^ -.ft k \\\,\\ tii\iic% :l% nate 

■ ■ f f 

'!..:::. '. \\ .ir:!: :. :i ihal falU on u% rtr.i» U 
'. ■. .i .i;..i .•.: . . ''wt .1!. ::^ li.irkncNs/' 




AHlictioo ii the s°^ man'* ihining scene ; 

Proipenty conceals hi* brightest ray : 

Ai nishl lo Man, eve* Iumtc givei to man.] 

** Pitality is uiothcr name for mi&conduct." 

" Onpcrate is the grief of him whom prosperity has 
hardcDcd, and who feels the lirst arrow of affliction 
•tnkc at hi« heart, through the life of an object 
dcamt to him on earth." 

" Religion converts despair which destroys, into 
mignation which submits." 

** How many errors do we confess to our Creator, 
which we dart not discover to the most fallible of our 
(ellow-crcatureft 1 " 

"The separation of death is less tcrhblc than the 
■oral divorce of two hearts which have loved, but have 
c— wd lo sympathise, with memory recalling what 
Cbqr ooct were to each other." 

TbcM are fair specimens of the wntimcnts and 

* It la chanticn«>c ol Lady Ulcsungion's [inriic^] laiw thai 
■ i» uf of her works lu Keats, ^bclley, Col»> 
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reflections which Lady Blessington scattert throoc^ 
out her novels. They arc not ver>' atriking or oricmal . 
they are not without faults of taste, and thcjr art doc 
always true. Hut they arc e\idently the pfodact d 
a quick and ready mind, sharpened by contact ^tr± 
the world, and educated by a wide and looK capc^ 
rience. 



IV. 

Xlt Blbuikotox's literary career was not, as we have 
9, 1 racccssful one. At the outset, indeed, while her 
aMiod reputation as a leader of fashion attracted, and 
the heyday of prosperity of the Annuals, she made an 
sow of £3000 a year ; but this rapidly declined, a& 
t public grew weary of ' Kccpsakoi,' ' Books of 
•oty.' and discovered that a woman might be a 
Icauty," and a " Queen of Society," and yet wnte a 
y poor novel. Unfortunately, cnntcmporanenus 
[h the decrcaM of her income from her pen was ihc 
Veaic of her income from the Blessintrron estates. 
CM Mtflered icvcrely from the effects of the Iriiih 
»tf>-(iminc, and the Countess's jointure, therefore, 
s vcfy trre^larly paid and often larKcly in airear. 
iBttiriulc, the expenses of her eslabhshment did 
t daniniftb, and the Kllish cxtravai;ancc of Count 
Onsjr knew no limit. In the social circle the poor 
Ijr BMtntained her uiuai liveliness of manner and 
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bii^htnc^s nf LouiiU-niincc, but bhc was Mck aX sica: 
and turn \m:Ii a thuusand anxieties. When the />j^ 
SiU > Was Started, she accepted the post of punes'.^ 
Fashionable Intelligence to its column* at a tiaian 
£>«H> a\var; but dissatisfaction MMin sprang; up c 
both sides, and after a six months' trial *he caoccji 
the en^a^tment. In other ways she strove to is, 
mcnt her ie-.i>urccs, but in vain. It is only just to y 
that no smail portion of her expenditure was d;jc ^ 
the annuities she allowed to members of her Usi^ 
and l;cr Ll...rities were as numerous as thc^ vc 
un(istentati('L.s. 

At length, the crash came. Count D'Orsay, to av-o 
ariest, was v.uin{H:iIcd to escape to Pans. Isacd 
ately aftcr\\a:ds, in the spring of I>4<>, the CuustCM 
Lt editors, l.a'iin^; become aware of her prrcarw 
posithTi. bi;;.in a simultaneous pressure. An cue 
tifn !••: £ ; -' ' en account of a bill for silk, la^c. a: 
the liKC. u.t- {"jt into (jure Mouse. "Some arraac 
niLi.:« ULiL- ::;.! !e. a lite insurance was cflectcv!. bi 
It I'tw.irv.e :.'. .ts^ai^ tn determine on a sale d li 

m 

w}.< .'. • ! ::.'. '.::(..*.. un the interest oi ail the creditor 
Si:\(.;.u : :.-.'. :..:i >•! Lady I*icss:r.A;ton uriQeti ^^ bi 

)i^..: ..'; a ' *..i:.,.e, \v:.:wh wuuIJ ha\e prefer, ted Li 
: ' • ■ s : ■, 'la..:: .: up t::c eslabi;si;meR!. Rwt ti 
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I ofGert of this kind. The £act wu, thmt 
Lady BIcMinRton was sick at heart, worn down with 
cuvt and anxieties, weaned out with difficulties and 
cabAmstmcntt daily augmenting, worried with in- 
eeaunt cUimf, and tired to death with demands she 
wold ftM meet. For years previously, if the truth 
IKre known, she was sick at the heart's core of the 
ipkndid miKer>- of her position— Kif the false appear- 
ance* of enjo>-nicat in it — of the hollow smiles by which 
it was surrounded — of the struggle for celebrity in that 
vortex of fashionable life and luxury in which she had 
bccD plunged, whirling round and round in a species 
«f continuous delicious excitement, sensible of the 
wM"*" of remaining in the glare and turmoil of 
•«cb an existence, and yet unable to stir hand or 
fool to extricate herself from its obvious dangers and 



The sale at Gore House will probably be rcmem- 
Wnd b>' many of our readers. It was a nine days' 
wotkdcr. and attracted a large assemblage of the 
Ulcrs of London. The amount realised, about 
£ttfioo. paid Lady Blessington's debts, and left 
her cooiparatively free from pecuniar)' cmbarrass- 
■wnl. Afterwards, in the year of the Ureat Exhibi- 
lieti. Gore HouM waa taken and hiied up by the 
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celebrated chef, M. Soyer, and in one of Mr. G. K 
Sala's papers will be found a lively account of lU 
new decorations and remodelled interior. ''Soitr^i 
Symposium/' however, proved an utter failure. 

On the 14th of April, 1849, Lady Blcaaiagloa. 
accompanied by her two niecet, left the iccfic of kcr 
not inglorious reign, and departed for Paris to j/m 
Count D'Orsay. Her jointure of £2000 a year was dov 
her sole dependence. She took a tuitc of apuftacati 
in the Kuc du Cirque, close to the Chanupt filjrtica^ 
which she furnished and embellished in a very clccist 
style, and there she began to receive the viutt of her 
friends. In selecting Paris as their place of 
both the Count and herself were actuated by 
anticipations of the patronage of their former 
the IVincc Louis Napoleon, at that time Prcsadcot af 
the French Republic. There seems no doubt tkM 
the Prince had not onlv received at the CooiiCcfla's 
hands the warmest h«ispitality. but that her inA^cac* 
and the Cfur.t's had been freely exercised m far- 
thrr.ir.Le ('f his ambitious projects; and bencc tkac 
thi-\ ha'I cstaM;shcJ a claim upon his fricadihip ■ 
r.iff hour ft need may be allowed. But w af* 
ir:«.Iincd to Jiuii*. whether the claim 




OS the Coottlest's biographer would hsve us believe. 
Aad in any ca»e the Prince must have found it diffi- 
cult to render effectual assistance to a broken-down 
man of fashion, with many accomplishments but no 
"specialty," or a dethroned "Queen of Beauty," 
wboae powers were rapidly waning. Among the 
■any faults of the late Emperor of the French, that 
of inKntitude to those who had bcfriendid him in 
■dvenity can hardly be imputed ; and there was, 
dovbllcttly, good reason for the reluctance which he 
k alleged to have shown in extending his assistance 
to Lady Blessington and the Count. 

And yet there was not much delay. The Countess 
lhr«d only five weeks after her arrival in Paris, and 
litis brief period barely afforded the President time to 
cooaider how he could relieve her. Mcr death was 
vcfj todden. On the 3rd of June, when apparently 
ia 0ood health and spirits, she was attacked by an 
■peplcctk malady, complicated with disease of the 
heart, and after a brief illness, passed away in the 
t7aiK|ijillity of unconsciousness. Her body was after- 
warda embalmed, and interred in the vaults of the 
Maddetoe, prior to its removal to a mausoleum. 
for its reception from the designs of 
D'Onay. This monument is a p)Tamid of 
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granite, very finely situated. " The fpenina wlbck kai 

devised it,'* saya Mrs. Romer. ''has 

cheating; the tomb of iti horrora, withoot 

of it A impo&inf; f^^vity. The aimpk pottal 

mounted by a plain maaaivc croaa of 

a door, secured by an open work of bnMUSv 

a sepulchral chamber. AH within breathes tht balv 

calm of eternal repose. ... An atmoaphctv 

seems to pen-ade the place, and I could 

that a voice from the tomb whispered* ia 

Dante's Beatrice >- 

' lo MNio in pare?* 

" The li^ht of the sun, streaming thnmch a c|aaa< 
aperture above the door, fell like a ny cf \tmmai^ 
hope upon the s>-mbol of man's redemplioB a 
ciful copy, in bron/e, of Michael Aagelo'a 
Saviour — which is affixed to the wall fad^ tke 
entrance. A simple stone sarcophacua ia 
either side of the chamber, each one 
tifttj \ihite marble tablets, cncnistcd ia tba 

walls. " 

I.arf) lilcssin^on's life seems to 




of the power of personal beauty and 
ion of manner. To these gifts she owed the 
of celebrity and social inHucnce which for 
■o many years she enjoyed. It was these gifts which 
drew around her so large a circle of men famous in the 
mioua departments of arts and letters. Her amiability 
of dtapoailion cannot be doubted ; but this would have 
iiikd to move the admiration of Society. As for her in- 
teUectual qualifications, they were scarcely above the 
a*cragc. We have spoken candidly of her novels ; they 
have aothing in them to tc»cuc them from oblivion ; and 
her other compositions arc of a very feeble charactcr- 
Sbc had no genius for Ictter-writinR. like Lady Mary 
Woftlcy Montagu ; no such talent for shrewd obser- 
vation at Miss Berry displays in her ' Diarj-.' Yet 
ia many respects she was a KcprcKnialive Woman; 
aod that consideration may well be given to her 
career which her published works assuredly do not 
nerit. 

But we must acknowledge, in conclusion, that 
bi(bcr estimate* of her talents were formed by some 
qI her contemporaries — and those, too, men who^e 
jndgmcot deKTves respect— than we have been able 
to put before the reader. It is an act of justice, ibcre- 
latt, to record them in our pages, as a balance 
17— » 
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:it:.'imst iiir unl".i\<»ii:;iMc tnlicism. TJ.c rca !rr w. 
CMursc. rcnu-mltr ih.at they were wnllcn l> Jricr.1% 
r.ail felt tl;c ^'pt-ll <»f her li'velincss ar. 1 her r: 
t:r;icc**. ar.fi th;it in th.iir t'-mpoMtifn the *fcr::ers 
h..i\c IxTTt in \v-\:\\ iht- ^:cneitus ild rr.a\:rr. h: ••- 
Kil HI I /•;:<»»:. AttiT n^ikini; iheve ai. >wAr 
h.i'Wcvcr, '!;:c ^^t:.:?^t must l)c iCivcn t' the *.p:r.: r 
iUciMvclv t\:'!f t ! I'V li.irrv Cornx^all Itnan \\ 
Tr-'Ctcr an i \\ .il:cr S.i\ j:^c L.ini»r. 

I l.c t'l-rru: \\\ \v ::-.c t'-ll"\\in^ inscript: ts. »;... 
set up w;i:.in ih*.- miij*^' !t::rn : 
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Tb* tnbjomed epitaph was written by Landor : — 

lafrs Mpultum CM id omne quod Kpelliri poteM 

M alien* quo ndatn pulcherriimr. 

Ingenium luum tumino studio coluit 

Allonim pari kdjuvu. 

BcBC&cu MIA ceUre novii ; ingcnium non its. 

Erga omni» eral Urgii bonitatc 

Pcrcgnnit elcKantet ho^piulii. 

Vmil Luteduin rariiionun Apnli ntcnte : 

^uano Junii die uprcmum »uum cibiu. 

Thai Bngliihed by its author : — 

to TU MEMORY or UAKIVEKrrt, COUNTESS OF BLESSINUTUN. 

UvlencAb i> biukd >ll tlut <ohIJ be bunnl of a woman oiKe 
■Ml bcMRifuL She cuiuvaied ber gcniut tntb tbe gteaim teal, 
tmk fmcRd It in otbcn wiih equal a>tiduity. The bcncAii the 
B w fc fKd Uw coold conceal, ~hct lalcntt nut ElcKaai in her boipi- 
ttiry » Mnnccrii cbaritahk to ill, Uie rttind to fan* in Apnl, 
mA dMTC «b« breathed bcr lait, on the 4lh of June, 1849 

At the riik of wearying our readers with quoutions, 
wc coodcoK Mr. H. F. Chorley's /n .Vemonjin notice, 
•■ it appeared in 7kt AlJunaum. 

He ipcaka of her writings as fairly repicwnimc her 
Kifta and cracei, her anecdottcal rcMurcci, her vivacity 
ti fancy, her cordiality of manner, and her kindncu 
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of heart. They were hastily and tlifchtly thrown off 
by one with whom authorship wai a pureuit 
rather than instinctive, in the tntcrvali snatched 
a life of unselfish f;ood offices and li\-cly locUI i 
course. [There is no reason to suppose, 
that under any circumstances she could hcte 
better. We believe that she honestly gave the 
had to give.] 

From each one of the men of all classes, all 
all manner of acquirements, and all colour of poiitiral 
opinions whom Lady HIessington delifchtcd to dfa« 
around her, she was skilful in gathering the 
teristic trait, the favourite object of intertsl 
fineness of appreciation which was excelled Oidjr \rf 
the rctcntiveness of her memon*. Hefioe« 
family bereavements and the pressure of 
health — [may we not add, the sad consci 
pecuniar}- embarrassments and of an cquirocml 
t:on?]. — s< mcwhat dimmed the gaiety of her 
her L(T.\crHati«>n had a variety of remiai 
ft!:^:ty (f Jf^rcfci, and a fascinattoa. of whick 
M::!ir.K^ "^^r few traces. With a child's 
.t mused and persuaded herself as easily at the 
and persuaded others. And to her credit ht it 
that she was alwa)-s earnest in d tfc P M flf 
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, IB protection of the unpopular, in advocacy 
of the ODknown. 

In her own family she was wannly beloved as an 
tadc&ttgable friend, and eagerly resorted to as an 
sBwcaried counsellor. 

Sudl. in the opinion of one who knew ber inti- 
, and was no incompetent critic of men and 
, was Marguerite, Countess of Biessington. 



A few words may be added respecting Count 
IXOrtay. He was born in iIk>i ; the son of a general 
ia the Preach army, and of a daui;;htcr (by a mor- 
gmnalic marna^fe) of the King of Wurtemberg. He 
inhchted his father's attachment to the Bonaparlist 
canac. and to bis death continued its firm supporter. 
It wia not unnatural that the Napoleonic legend 
tbould daxzle the eyes of a man so bnlliant and 
vcnatile, but of such superficial accomplishments. His 
■nqocationable talents were never conKcratcd, however. 
lo any noble purpose, and even his artistic facultJe* 
wera bat half developed. He exhibited some skill aa 

r and aa a sculptor, but attained to no special 
■ of exceUeacc, and his highest ambition seenu to 

D to fcifo in London aa the king of the daodiM. 
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After his withdrawal to Paris, in 1849, he attciDpccd 
to turn his knowledge of art to account na a meaat d 
subsistence. It ia to' his honour that he diaapproicd 
of thu coup d*etat by which Napoleon III. ovefthrw 
the Republic ; and thenceforward ccaacd to hold acr 
cordial relations with "the President/' thoofh tbc 
latter, on hearing of his death. cJLcIaimcd, ** I hare 
lost my best friend." He died of tpinal 
the 4th of August. 1S52. having but a 
prcviuusly been nominated to the post of "d ir c cUf 
dcs beaux arts." He was a man of cofiaidcrahic Oh 
tellcctual gifts, of rare fascination of manner, aad 
great kindness of heart ; and. under happier awpKrs, 
might have left behind him something better than tbc 
record uf a wasted life. 



CHARLOTTE BRONTE. 

A.D. 1817-1855. 



I. 
TUK Rcr. Patrick Blundcll, who afterwards assumed 
Uw name of Bronto. was a native of the county of 
Down to Ireland. HavisK been educated at St. John's 
CoUq^, Cambridge) he took orders in the Church of 
Eagland, and was appointed lo a curacy in Essex. 
Hence be moved to Hart»hcad in Vork&hire, where he 
made the acquaintance of. and married, Maria Bran- 
well, a lady of singular gentleness of disposition and 
of much quiet intellectual power. After the birth of 
two daughters, Maria and Elizabeth, both of whom 
4kd in childhood, Mr. and Mrs. Brontu removed to 
Tbomton, the birthplace of three remarkable sisters, 
Chariotte, Emily, and Anne, and of tbcir brother 
Fttrick. Later, the health of Mrs. Bronte, never 
robust, began to show symplomi of decline; and 
tbcM tacfcascd in severity after the emigration of the 
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family to Haworth, to the %'icaraf:c of which Sir 
Hrnntf was preferred in February, 1820. She dwd 
in September. 1821, when Charlotte wai only fiit 
years old. It is unnecessary to indulj^ in ibc 
usual commonplaces respecting the loss which a 
family sustains throuf;h the death of the moCbcr. 
Unquestionably, it would have been well for ibc 
three Bronti-s if they had not been deprived of the 
f^entle maternal influence ; unquestionablyp had ihar 
mother been spared to train them* many of ihdr 
angularities of character would ha\'e disappcarted. Oa 
the other hand, it was the self*education to wfaick 
they were doomed that strengthened their individoably 
and helped to make them what they were. ChasioCSe 
mi^ht not have written ' Jane Eyre,* Dor Eaity 
' Wuthenng Heights/ had their mother Uved. 

We propose to tell the stor>' of the life of 
hut that life was so mixed up with the bvca of 
sisters, that the threads cannot be wholly 
t-izi^lcd. Nur is it desirable that they should be 
considering hnw largely the three acted and 
u{xjn one another. 

We are great believers in the power of 
stances to shape and modify the character; 
bchcvc that the sights and sounda which 
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■• ia our childhood produce each a strong impressioD 
tm the mind and heart. We would say that there 
is a sironf; flavour of Haworth in Charlotte Bronte's 
writings, that her genius was sensibly affected by 
the tooe and colouring of the scencr>' in which she 
•pent her early years. We feci the breath of the 
tfrang Yorkshire breexes in her style. We are con* 
■cioMof the solitude and silence of the wild Yorkshire 
moo ri anJ in ber thoughts. Hawonh was hardly 
tb* pUcc io which a lyrist of the Thomas Moore 
•lanp could have grown up and sung; hardly the 
film to have nourished a 'Wild Irish Girl' or an 
* Bvdinm.' But it was no unfitting home for a ' Jane 

Itt botiiea, mostly built of a dull grey stone, 
•trctcfa irregularly along a dull highway road, which 
•D (Tccn banks or leafy hedges enliven. A "beck" 
or atream flows at the base of the hill, which 
rim quite abruptly to a point crowned by the grey 
old Btecpled church. This venerable structure stands 
a tittle distance away from the village street, and 
is obtained to it by a small lane, that also 
the pianonage and the bcUricd achooK 
English parsonages arc frequently very pic- 
: in themselves and their surroundings; but 
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Ilaworth parsi)naf;c has no picturesqueness that 
should desire it. — a two-storiod houftc. of the pre- 
vailing Kt^^y stone, with a small checriesi Pardee r: 
frunt, which i^nly a stone wall separates from t£« 
cheerless churchvard. The church is of considenbic 
antiquity, but all that mif;ht have been intertsti^^ 
in it has disappeared, and it is now as gaunt aai 
cheerless as the parsonage or the villa|;e geacf alh. 
The interior is blocked up with high old«fash»aoc< 
pews, of a very dark uak. The archacolofpst will vxl 
in vain ft>r the halt -illegible brasses and the caoopri 
aitar-ti»mbs in wiiuh his soul dch^hts; but the ^c^t; 
oi letters will tuin with sad curiosity to the su^^'mc 
memorials of the Itrontu family. Amoni; tbca arc 
inscriptions reviriim^ the death of the mother. Mam 
Itrunif-, September 15, x.>ii, a^cd y}\ of the t«j 
daughters wxw* {^assed a\%ay so eariy^ and left do si(r. 
nt ti:e ua\\v.irii. i;ittcJ son, Patruk, who died la t&4\ 
a^'eJ ji ; y^ Mm:ly Jane, that woman of altnoaS asr 
e(iuaued tra.;:^ genius, who died in the same fatal >Ta:. 
a^cJ jy. if :;e; .* .ter Anne, also only 29 whca sdc 
(iie.l 1:; t:;e 1 'il '^::i^ \ear ; and of the most ^^**v?Qf ai 
the tiirce, \%::' i'.a* left s«i enduring a mark oa os? 
l.:;»::r.h i::e:a:..:i. L.'iarlotte, who died m 1^55. KB tte 
j>:h year of :.cr a,;e. 
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In tin bnincdiate neighbourhood of the village the 
ic co cry \% not calculated to remove the impression or 
dreariness derived from the village itself. The air is 
heavy with the smoke of factories ; sparse and stunted 
t* the vegetation ; there is no pleasant shade of oak, 
dm, or beech. Instead of bright green hedges, gar- 
landed with eglantine and honeysuckle, or the creeping 
coovolvulus and the wild hop. low stone dykes divide the 
ticrile fields; and instead of a waving expanse of golden 
wheat or bearded barley, we see only some patches of 
boni^-looking, grey-green oats. But let us push for- 
ward, and before long we find ourselves among the 
•nsKiy which Charlotte Krontn knew so well how to 
dcacribe. Par away to an undulitting barrier of bold 
nidcd bills stretch the dim nnd purple moors j and 
wlMfv the barrier is broken wc look tlinmgh the gap to 
other bills beyond, all alike in colour and outline and 
character, and all suggesting, with their wild blank 
aapcct, a strange feeling of loneliness, aImo«t of aban- 
4afuiM9t. Nowhere else in England, wc think, could 
the itory of ' Jane Eyre* have been conceived. It is 
a atory instinct with the Northern spirit ; and so is the 
laadKapc A little further, and wc tind the breezy 
moorland intersected by a labyrinth of glens, each of 
which TCfeounds with brawling waters, and each of which 
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is made by its garniture of tree and ahnib and ci 
plant intd a kind of Eden, at contrasted with tbc 
wilderness around. The dwarf oaks and dense 
wood which clothe the sides of these Arcadian holkwt 
are replaced near the summit b>' clumps of tall 
firs. At the bottom the loud stream plunges 
strangely devious course ; now whirlinK and 
af^ainst miniature headlands ; now bubbling oin 
led^e ; noweddyinf* round some gnarled and twistcdi 
root. The way is everywhere besprinkled with 
wild-flowers : with blue-bcUs, bright as the arch of Hea- 
ven. r)r pearl -white blossoms that spangle the 
like humble emblems of " some starlit spot in 



The father is never a good substitute in a faanljr iw 
the mctthcr ; but a won^ substitute than the Rev. 
I'atruk Hronti* it would have been difhcnh to iai. He 
had n«»nc r>f the i;eniality which is commonly, aadmc 
incorrectly, re^^irded as natural to the Irishman; hn 
rescr\c was almost ascetic, and his tempei 
caul: >uslv cold and serious. There was fire 
neath as unilcrncath the snows of Etna* bat it 
hufNt the b<>ruls of a n^id self-control. He bvwd •• 
mill h :n himsiif and to himself that his chtldies 
fttrcfi to make their own society. Happily* they 
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wcU able to do to ; their tffection for one another was 
■tnwK and generoui, and they were gifted with inquir- 
ing and reflective minds. They sought out amuse- 
ment* for themselves, and amusements which wxrc 
wetUadapted to exercise and develop their intellectual 
facottiea. The eldest, Mana, who survived her mother 
about four years, carefully read the ncwspipers, and 
Boch interesting and important intelligence as they 
conuincd. »he duly reported to the little family; su 
that at an aj;e when most children are pleased with 
BOcnnBidcred trilles, she and her sisters discussed high 
politic*, and the weighty affairs of Church and State. 
Almost aa toon as they could read and write, their 
tOTcntivc ability found scope in the composition of 
bttle playi for their o^-a acting. In these the Duke 
of \Vcllinf;ton, Charlotte's great hero, — she seems to 
have been attracted by his sclf-collcctedoess and pro- 
found sense of duty, — invariably appeared triumphant. 
The Uukc was the constant subject of their debates; 
■a were also Cvaar, Hannibal, and Napoleon. A 
■nance illustration, almost a painful one, of their 
mental preparedness in the very flush of immature 
cUUbood, has been recorded by Mr. Bronte. We may 
•ddoct M in illuatration also of Mr. Brontu's pcculwr 
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iasjffat into the piychological idiosyncrasies of the 
BnmtM. 

The practical management of the vicar's household 
was placed in the hands of Miss Branwell, an elder 
sister of the deceased Mrs. llronte : unfortunately, she 
was not a woman suited to win the confidence or 
attract the love of children, and intellectually she was 
not fitted to tj-mpathi&e with or to understand her 
oieccs. She was kind to them after her way ; but no 
doiriit she regarded them as mystcriouK [luzzlcs, the 
exact QsefulncsB of which in the economy of the uni- 
verse was not very apparent. We think that even 
Mr. Darwin might have failed to keep pace with their 
I dcTcloproent. Their edutaliun at fir^t was 
a by their father, lhou);h he led them con- 
siderably to themselves, and they K'thcrcd stores of 
iefDrmatioa from their incesxani perusal of whatever 
books came in their way. In 1S24 the two eldest girls, 
Maiia and Elizabeth, were sent to a Khool which, 
a year or two before, had been opened under the 
SBspiccs of a Rev. Mr. Wilwn at Cowan UridKc fur 
the dau(hlers of clcrK)-mcn. Partly charitable m its 
object, it was assuredly conducted on principles of 
mj ; bat these principles were pukhed 10 an 
I which threatened almost the itar^-alioo of 

TOL. n. 18 
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the inmates. It is n<it nrcessarj' tu dwell on the rr «- 
takes of management which were committeii. T>.^ 
arc set fiirth in the paj;es of 'Jane Eyre* inth i:^ 
aLcur.iLy >>f a close observer, and the sympathy of cec 
\\h<> h:i<i suffered fnmi them. Perhaps a little t\K' 
^L-:.itiiin is disternihle; and it must be conceJed \W. 
the r»rii:Uis, as naturally delicate children^ were A.-tt 
I .isiiv :if!tcte.I than others bv the unfavourable inSuc^ts 
«>i the place. I^nou^h to say that Nfaria and Elixabcts 
;^rew we.ikvr evcrv dav. weaker and udder lai 
n'.nre (ii;:(.s ed. thou;:h durir.;; the latter portioc A 
tlieir ^< ji>::r:; m the iMUse of b>>nda;;e they dcri\Td Sj.2 
ctinif' ri fi« m the c mpany ff their si«ter» Chai;. :'.e 
a:-, i n::i:!y. In the spring c»f i'^.*3. the illneft% of Mara 
^^.l^ s • .il.trmm;^' as to necessitate her immediate rt- 
TV. \ li. ,t:\ : she returned home ; but it wa% only to &€. 
I uc < : 'A \\eeks later she was followed by Eli/abctl 
\\\: I li: .:t:'. ! i*:-.ly a few miinths. A* it waa now r«i- 
(!(.:.: t:..i; ( >wa:\ IU: li;e meant death to the Br^^tf^ 
C !.-!>-*.*. t .i:-. 1 I:;r.ii\ were brou;:ht back to liawori:: s 
t: ' * tl.e \c.ir wh:wh had deprived ihcs d 

i) z ■ : .'.I. ■.-.!•. rs. 

I . : .'*.:!% w.is thus reduced to f>ur. T^ 

I .-.a:.i: if!'. .: : !:': .!c.i:^.^ t'f Nfana and Elicabctli «ift 




to iatciutfy all that was most individual in the charac* 
ten of tbc survivors, aiid to force them still more com- 
pletely in upon themselves for subjects of entertainment 
9t reflection. The children — they were still children — 
cotttioued to read, and write, and think. Poems, plays, 
ramanccs, and cvsays flowed from their prolific pens; 
tbcy read all the books they could procure, from dusty 
blioa to trim modem octavos ; they discussed the 
owCivca and actions of great men. and the consequences 
of peat events, in debates which frequently became 
^oitc impassioned. Charlotte, by virtue of force of 
cbaivcter rather than of supreme mental power, took 
IIm lead in these symposia, and formed the centre, as 
it were, round which the others ^-ravitated. Her 

* Hiatory of the year 18^9' supplies us with an !□• 
I picture of the inner life of Haworth Vicarage, 

lay be advantageously compared with certain 
1 in Harriet Martincau's Autobiography.— 
** Ofkcc papa lent my sister Maria a book. It was 
an aU seosraphy book : she wrote on its blank leaf, 

* Papa lent mc this book' This book is a hundred and 
twenty }-cara old: it is at this moment lying before 
Be. While I write this I am in the kitchen of the 
pvKHsace, Haworth ; Tabby, the servant, is washing 
mf the brcakfaat thiitgs ; and Anne, my yoimgest 

18-2 
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bister uMarui w.is my eldest), is kneeling un a ciu.: 
lotikiiiK' ^t st>mc cakes which YAbby hat been bak.:^ 
lur us. Kmily is in the parluur bnishin^ the carpet. 
Tapa and liranwell are ^onc to Kci^hlcy. Aunt t% ;.;- 
stairs in her nnjm.and I am sitting; by the tabic wr.:.:;; 
this in tlie kite hen. Kei^hlcy is a small lu«c i'^ 
milts from l:vrc. I'apa and Hranwcll arc ^onc i-yf Uc 
r.eusp.ipcr, the I.ccJ^ Intiuti^nucr, a most c&ccllcr.t Tx> 
newspaper, edited by Mr. WtKxl, and I he pn.*pnrt:f. 
Mr. Menr.eman. We take two and sec three nc«^apen 
a u f e k . W c t a k e t i : e Lif.L I n iclUf^cn^cf i To r> , . an - :.•< 
A.../ Mif.ury \\h\^ , edited by Mr. Haines, ar.i r.* 
bi< *J:er.M»n-iri-Iaw. and i.is t\%() sons Kdward and Tal>t 
\\ t sec the 7- '':»: Z*':*.'.' ; it is a hi;;h Turj, \cr% \; -tr* 
Mr. I):>\er lends us it, as hkcwisc lilj^ku.».\fi Va.i- 
z:*::, i::v n^Msi able per:i' ileal there is. The ri.: • 
is Mr. Chiisti.pher .North, an old man K\er.t>-: v 
\i.i:^ < t .i.;t ; t:.e t::*-t ni April is his binhda\ : hit ..jc- 
p.i::\ .lit I :::: ::-.\ I inkier. Murvran OT>i>hen\. \lA*.r.- 
\::: M>>:tii..ii. M-.;'.ii'i:i. Warncll, and Jame% M .>C£. < 
:: .i:. < 1 ::.< ^: i \t:.i<r.!:r..iry genius, a Scottish %hcp^:«rt 
u.r I ^i> -^ \\i:e is:.t':.!;-*:;e<i : ' Youn^ Men«' June i^^. 
'(»..: liWw./ j^.y x**J7; ' I slander v' Dcccste 
i^.;. li'.L t a!', i 'J: !h:ee ^rcat pla\« that are DOC kefC 
dc«.:c: ' . l.:y.;i} s a:.J my bcbt plA>« ii< 
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the itt of December, 1S37 ; the others, March, 1828. 
Bctt pliys mean secret plaji ; they are very nice ones. 
All our pUya arc vcr>' strange ones. Their nature 1 need 
Dot write on paper, (or I think I shall always remember 
I tbem. The ' Voun^; Men ' play took it; rise from some 
wooden MiMicrv Branwcll had ; ' Our Fellows ' from 

* Stop's Fables'; and the 'Islanders' from several 
events which happened. 1 will sketch out the origin 
af oar plays more explicitly if I can. First: ' Youni; 
Ilea.' Papa bought Branwcll some wooden soldiers 
at Leeds. When papa came home it was ni^ht, and 
WB were in bed ; «) next morninp Hrunwdl came to 
ow door with a box of soldiers. Emily and I jumped 
oat of bed, and I snatched up one and exclaimed. 

* Tbis is the Duke of Wellington ! This shall be the 
dokcl' When I had said this, F.mily likcwittc toolc 
sp one, and said it should he hers ; when Anne 
caflW down, the said one should be liers. Mine was 
tlM prettiest of the whole, and the tallest, and the 
■MM perfect in every part. Emily's was a grave>look- 
■■( ieUow, and wc called him ' Qravcy.' Anne's was 
a queer little thing, much like herself, and wc called 
bin) ' Waiting-Boy.' Branwcll chose his, and called 
Mb ' Boonaparte.' " 

The wide ran|^ of Charlotte's observation and 
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i:;(juiry is further shown by a list of painters, " wac%« 
udiks she wished to sec," drawn up when «hc «ii 
scarcelv ihiriecn : — 

*' (fuidi» Kcni, Julio Romano, Titian, Raphael. 
Michael .\ni:el(), Corre^Ki^* AnnibalCarracc;. Lcoeardc 
da Vinci, I'ra UartolDmco, Carlo Ciy^nani. \ aadju. 
Kubens. nartnjnmco Kamaf;hi." 

To enable the reader to appreciate the ppcuIxantKi 
cif her f^enius, as they developed them%clvrft wkur 
she was siil! in her early youth, at an a^e. tadcc^ 
when niMst ^irls are mere "bread-and-butter mi%w%,* 
we m.ike a couple "f extracts frt>m Mrs. (jaiacl « 
ncmjtjr. Th.c f:rst is taken fri»m the ir.trc«d'iXt>.^ 
t>' a j\;\er.ile l -nip»sili<»n, entitled ' Tale^ tA tbr 
Hi^l-.laiultrs.* ar.il is of a political complexion : — 

'* r.i:!:ar7Hr.t was opened, and the C'eat Catbcoc 

• . :t*-tivn u.i-* b:t)i;;:ht fnr"ward, and the L>uks*t 

rT.c.i^;.rts ucic diNcIosetl. and all %i;i% %lai>ic' 

\.!i:.Lt, jMr!\ •'-;*:r:t. and c(*nfusiim. Oh* I&mc 

■;\ :•'. r-.tl;-.. I: rv. :l:c time of the Kirf;'% %pecch v 

\. '- •.:.:' N :. !;. ».«'.:!.l urite. think, i»r %peak ce 

• ..'' \^\ \,si\ t:.t C.it!:"!:*. question, and the I>sJU 

: \\ '. !;::-..:t':.. .i:. i Mr. iVcl. I remember the Itv 

::■.•: I: :•.!.:.:• r:.c l.\tra<*rdinar}- came mith Mr. 

r.'.i'. s;(.c.:i i:: i:, L«>:'.:ainini; the tcnn% 
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tbe Cilholica were to be let in I With what eager- 
Dcn Papa tore off the cover, and how we all gathered 
rauoil him, and with what breathless anxiety we 
bstcDed, as one by one they were disclosed, and 
cxpUioed, and argued upon so ably, and so well; 
and then when it was all out, how aunt «aid that she 
thought it was excellent, and that the Catholics 
could do no harm with such good security. I 
rancmber alio the doubts as to whether it would 
past tbe House of L.ords, and the prophecies that it 
woold not : and when the paper came which was to 
decide the question, the anxiety was almost dreadful 
with which we listened to the whole affair : the 
opcsinK of the doors ; the hush ; the royal dukes in 
tbcir robes, and the great duke in gfttn i^iA vmA 
■Mttfetfo/ ; the riling of all the peeresses when he 
nMc; the reading of his speech— papa saying that his 
worda were like precious gold ; and lastly, the majority 
«# one to [our (>i<) in favour of the Bill. But this is 
a digression." 

There is here a graphic power of ordering details 
which shows the future author of 'Jane Byre'; in 
our nest specimen, the imaginative, the water's fancy 
Vk too vehement for her language : — 

** It is well-known that the Genii have declared that 
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units 1 ilit\ i^Lil'»rm LL-rtain aitlui'iis tlulic* c\c:-t 
(•t .t ::.\ l'. : :• ':^ ii.ilurc, ail the wtirlJs sn •:.', ' 
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nii:;!.!) .;''U-. uhuli will im!1 \\\ sniiiar. »:ta: 
ll.ii ::..!i ll.f \.ist wililtir.tss if spai.c. ir.h.iVitc . 
by :I:l !- ;.: \\\.\\\ pinuLS <•!' ll'.c dtriSi till t.rr'.c 
Iv wvxJt.!'. i l\ Mttir.itx ; .ir. ! i:;c irnpu it*:.;. '. 
1 ■ \'.\ ;■' it j.iialUlul l>y ar.nthtr uf \\.k\z ^s\". 
I i!r.':\. •!:•..;: !.\ li^ir m.iju irji'i.t lht\ car. :: 
l;:* \\ :! : I • .1 lit Lil. the pi:rt»l waters t ■ >!: 
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Thf Wtnindfii Stag. 

Pkwinf mntid ihe decpm ihade 

Of ihe wond'# Mimbrc hcan, 
Lui ni);ht 1 uw * wounded deer 

Uiid lonel) uid apart 

Such liitht a» pierced the rrowded bought 
(LichI •ratlered, vranl and diml. 

Patted through the fem that (ormed his couch 
And centred full on hini. 

fain mtnbled in hit weary hmbt, 

Vun filled hit patient eye, 
rAin-cniUied amid the thadowy fern 
Hii branchy craitn did lie. 

Where "rere hii romradei ? where hi* nutr } 

All from hit death-bed gnne ? 
And he, thui (tniclc and desolate, 

SuSeTMl and bled alnne. 

DU he fcel what a man miKht feci 

FrleAd-lcft, and sore dittrett ? 
Did Pain'i ken dan and (•nrf' * tharp Ming 

Striva in hii mac^led brca*) } 
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Rtpresifitativt Womtm. 

I)-.<1 Imipiir;^' fi>r .iir<-i \a\\\ \os\ 

\\.\\\^ r\rr;t iir,u!l\ il.irt ; 
I.<ivr Mnrr;i.ii<l, ar.ci Kuith bcfriyctl, 

I ':il tht'^r ifirincnt hi> heart ? 



Nn ' Ir.ivr to m.ir. h^ jirnprr iloctm ! 
'n.r-r .trr the |>-*r.^'s th.i! x\sc 

When A<l.im"4 offspring die^ ' 



II Lunri'.'t l)c denied ll:.il ihcsc vcr«% cihib:! a 
^.L-it.iin irrc^ul.tiitv < f iluthm. and a want of fetl:::^ 
!T lliL rr.cl'.dv «•! \c;;sc. Il is true als*> that t>.c 
i!:iu;;l:l s- mtlirr.ts ^^tcrv.s itx* larj;c for ihc wr.tcr i 
..liti.t::cc. Yd C l:.ir! tic r.nr.'.t \ charac!cn*t:c* i* 
:.' \l1: t arc j !»iir.!;. t- rt -i-.i^i- wed in the i:ivi 
i iLti.rt <f tl.t. W''l.:;!lI 'ta,^. '.\:r;>; rt^-nc arr.ii tbc 

t:.r ..;i. !:.•. :: •.•.;!. t: ,;!e ! Ir.ir.Lhes al>'»\c hirr., a« alv 

I: ::.'- ": \ ! ». ti.t !.-.:;.t: • I ti'.e ir.jr:, t:*c [vjctcM i* hcrt. 
■.'.:. '.■..:■:.:!;.. ::.■_ ::.. :).tr «f i;:e n«>\clisi * And •« 
•.'. i. \\ ::.'. ^ r. i.ti'i.s «■! Charlotte Broetr i 
..:• . .1: : :!.t .:::.-:.•. -..r.ii: wr.ich her intellect »*» 
: at..:.:.^, a.i 11:. .t. : :::c- i^l.tlv tu culour her fcfiict 
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with th«t profound melancholy which we recogniie in 
ber three ereat works. 

We may here attempt a de&cription of the presiding 
s|NrH of the Bronto family. She was very- small in 
icorc, ■ perfect Queen Titania, but not at all dwarf-like 
or ■tnnleJ ; for her head, and limbs were harmo- 
BKMuIy proportioned to her slight and delicate body. 
Soft and brown was her abundant hair ; her eyes 
were larj^e, luminous, well-shaped, and of a deep 
icdduh brown, which, when closely inspected, uemcd 
to be made up of a great variety of lints. Their general 
cxprcMion was one of calm inlclligeiice ; but at times 
tbcy flashed out a sudden light, like that of a lamp 
ncw-kindlcd. Mrs. Gaskcll says she never saw the 
like in any human creature. As for the rest of her 
features, they were plain and irregular ; but it was 
Ool easy to dwell on the large nusc, or mouth slitjhtly 
awry, while one was under the spell of her glance 
or of the power that spoke in e\cr}' lineament of her 
covntenancc. Of course she had small hands, and 
feet that might have befitted a fair>'. As became so 
trim and rc&ncd a creature, Charlotte Urontv was 
renurkably neat in her personal attire ; and the small 
hands and (cet were alwa>'B set oil by well-made shoes 
■•d glOTCS. 
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Ir. Jar.'jar.. x *".;!. she was «ent to «cbooI 
Ttr ttj.?'.tr b'-ir.^ a Miss \V ", who mided at Roe 
Head. ' r. t'vc Lrcds anJ Huddenficld Road. Mnt 

\V \v;*s .1 Anman of tact, ability, and in%ic^: 

^hc ptrrLci^cr! \\\i hi;;h qualities of her pupil, ar.d iA 
l-.cr hf*! !'• it\cl'»p them b>' careful trainini;. A 
t\\tl\«.rr.'<r!:.'^ imtinn from this ladv benefited bcr 
;::t:it!;. . Kttjrr.ir.;; to Ha«rorth Panonai^, she rt- 
surr.t;'! tr.r f\.\\\\ r*rdcr of her quiet life. In the 
mrimr;:. frrm. nine till half-past twelve, she prac- 
tisc-i f?r;i\\:r.:. .ir. ! superintended the lessons of her 
M^ttr*^. A 1' r.^' m wirland walk occupied the tiae 
i:r.l:l (i:r.r cr. I'ctuctn dinner and tea. needlc«Y>rk . 
.ftu: !t:i. uirtir;:. reading, drawini:. with the occa- 
s: r.il '!:\t'rs-.r r. r^f a chat with one or two ol Mr 
I'.r- : t' s !;r' !}:cr.c:Icr*^'\mcn. Ilcr principal SflMie- 
rrtr.t. {."u*. \(.r. uas reading;. She read codUBvaCj 
;i: I. I:^'. r.- t str< n^ minds, she read omnhnorovsh 
A h'a!!:\ .:.t'.!!tL! in\ariablv assimilates whatcrcr n 
^' ! .1:, : \\\\ ":t:c in a be M>k, and rejects wiialrfrr 
v:..^\.\ p:"vc :7.j.:::'>us. Hut Charlotte Bnmto 
( : I;. 7r.('!. s:.c ri:!cLtrd ; she analysed what the 
.ir \ t rrrt 1 a larcful judt^ment upon it; IB 
c..!ti\at:r:;: a hahit of close and accurate 
1 K.r miscciljr.c(L:*^rcss c>f her reading !• 
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\ which khe give to an old school-fetlow, who 
had aakcd Charlotte Brontv to recommend her wme 
boolu (or ber peruMd. 

'■ I will do to" she says, " in as few words as I 
can. If >'oo like poctj>-. let it be first-rate ; Millon, 
Shakspearc. Thomson, Goldsmith, Pope (if you will, 
tbonch 1 don't admire him), Scott, Ilyron, Camp- 
bell, Wordsworth, and Suuthey. Now don't be 
Martled at the names of Shakspcjire and llyron. Both 
these were great men, and their works arc like them- 
•dvca. You will know how to choose the f;ood and 
avoid the evil ; the finest passa^c^ ate alwaj-ft the 
poiest, the bad are invariably revolting; ; you will 
■ever wish to read them over twice Omit the 
oonwdics of Shakspearc, and the ' Don Juan,' perhaps 
the 'Cain' of Uyron, thuuKb the latter is a macni- 
ftccat poem, and read the rest fearlessly -, that must 
indeed be a depraved mind which can K'tbcr evil from 
*Hcnry VIII.,' from 'Richard III.,' from 'Macbeth.' 
and 'Hamlet,' and 'Julius Carsar.' Scott's sweet, 
wild, romantic poetry can do you no harm. Nor can 
Wordaworth'a, nor Campbell's, nur Southey'a — the 
(nsler pert at least of his; ^ome iit certainly objrc- 
rimiHt For history, read Hume, Rollin, and the 
* Univenal History,' if you c<im; 1 never did. For 
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hctinn, read Scott alone ; all novels after hi% are worth- 
less. [W'c slmuld infer from this sweeping conges- 
natiun lli.it C'ImiI <tte Hront<* had read but little 6«ti:e 
Si.c wduid ntit have called the work% of FicUir^ 
and Kithardsnn "worthless/*]. For bio);raph\, rvAi 
Johnson's ' Li\cs of the Poets/ Uoswcll's ' Liic A 
Jt>hns('n/ S<iuti)cy's ' Life of Nelson/ Lockhar:'% 
* Lite of Hums,' .M(K>rc's 'Life of Sheridan.' Sloort i 
' Lite «»f r.>ii.n/ Wolfe's 'Remains/ [Miss Brcrt; 
rctcis. \vc suppiisc, to the Rev. Charles WoUtp »:.!. 
rL-mcir.bLiL(l .ts the author of the touchmi; hr:,. 
' I i'.t I'liiiial it Sir Ji»hn M<M)re.j For natural hivl.r^, 
iL-ail HcvviLk, ar.d Audubon, and Goldsmith, a=id 
\\ i'.;ics • HistiT) i>f Sclborne/ For di\inity. jctr 
l)!<:}:i.T \\:1I aJu^c \iju there. I can onl\ sa\. adhcrr 
t" sta::dard aui::urs, and .ivoid r.o\cIt\/' 

I:. Ji:I\. I'^.o. Lharlnttc, then in her twentieth J^ar. 
\\i:.t I - M:^s W'.'s. at K<>c Head, as a teacher, aw- 

i I..',.!-:.! 1; i.cr sistc: FmiK as a pupiL 
i.i::^:. :-. 'al\' :, :: \\\ wed symptoms of the Aw 
\%' '/:. (I \'. : s<» t.it.il to her family, and as 
p:: t : .irtvr t!'.t \\kA\ hree/es of her belo^xd 
i.' : :i!..::. \. wk Iciamc imperative. Duna^ the 
nrv. '. ' '..: (f i'.^: !;fc, a brief as it was a 
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, kbe left the lonely parsonige only twice ; 
Int. ior iix moaths, when &hc dragged through the 
wcafjrdayi aft a teacher at ilalifax; and again, when, 
far l«Q months, she sojourned with her sister at 
BroMcla. The character of this strange self-reliant 
wooun allbrda one of the most interesting psychologi- 
cal Mudict we know of. Her organrntion was subtly 
•cnsitive, yet her courage wii% supreme. Though she 
felt paifl with terrible acutenciti. she bore it without 
■ murmur, proudly rejecting sympathy when offered. 
Her imagitution was equally active and daring: yet 
abc could confine herself to the most commonplace 
details. In sheer strength of intellect she surpa&scd 
cvco Charlotte ; there is nothing like her ' Wuthering 
Hctchts' in the English language. It always produces 
opoo as the same effect as an .lischylcan tragedy ; 
the aamc sense of hopeless ulruggle against the arbitra- 
Bcrt ol an irresistible Kate. 

Cbvlotte Uronte seems to have enjoyed a period 
flf nst and happiness at Miss W.'s, until her scrupulous 
: of bcr duties and her devotion to her 
, plunged her into ill-health. As her phjtical 
failed, her imagination overpowered her 
»l, and she sank into a melancholy and 
mt condition which was by no means natural 
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to her. During the Christmas holidays, liowrrcf. 
the " smile upon the check of Home/' and the con- 
panionship of her beloved sisterm, revived her spihts, 
and she found herself able to retame her Iheraiy 
efTorts. In conjunction with her sisters she submittel 
some poetical compositions to the judgment of 
The veteran returned a kind and thoughtful 
acknowledging the merit of what they had 
to him ; but earnestly dissuading them from 
literature the business of a woman's life. 

Kesi^nin^ her enf^a^ement at Miss \V/s in 
Charlotte Hronttr returned to Haworth to take the 
management of the little household, which 
needed her patient KiM>d sense and methodical 
tmn to business. Clouds, however, gathered owthe 
hiimc which had once been sn* bright. Her 
Hianucll caused terrible anxiety by his wild 
hiritics. which constantly threatened a conflict 
his father and himself; and her sister Anne 
with a p.iin in her side, a cough, and a difioakj d. 
breathing, wliiv^h reminded Charlotte only too 
tulU "f the illness and death of Maria and 
In iier dcvntion t*! the mtercsts of those tt 
}:er. she rejected an ad\antageous offer of 
vhich was made to her at this time. 
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Brants'* income was limited, and it too soon l>ecame 
appartnl that, with the increasing demands made upon 
it, it would not sufhce to keep all the Brontes at 
borne. In 1839, both Charlotte and Anne again 
cuaycd the experience of " Kovemessing " ; to both 
it proved a bitter eupcricncc. Charlotte found her< 
ttnendursble, and in July returned home. The idea 
then occurml to ber of starting a school, but for this 
ptnpow ft amall capital was necessary, and that 
capital wu not forthcoming. ThuA she was driven 
back upon the old plan of going out to teach. 

We learn something of her wishes, iriaU, and modes 
of tbooght from a letter, which in Augu»it, lS.)o, she 
addrrwed to a much-valued fnend. It is printed by 
Mn. Gaakell :- 

"Have yuu seen anything of Miss H., lately' 
i wiftb they, or somebody else, would get me u 
■itualion. I have answered advertisements with- 
out number, but my applications have met with no 

" I have got another bale of French books fmm G., 
upwards of forty volumes. 1 have read 
r. They are like the rest, clever, wicked, 
, and immoral. The best of it is, they give 
19 
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:::'-■ r.t.-: •■■-i.'»!::utc f-r Frtr.v.h ci»r. versa:: r. thit I :.*•: 
rr.'.t V. :t::. 

** I J' i::*. tly have r!'»lhini; mere lo sa\ t • \ .. • - 
I .'.:-:. ::. .i tjpiJ i'.umour. Yuu musl cxc-sc th:^ icv.:- 
• •. !-.;:-.^' .-itt as Ii.r.j as \»ur own. I h4\c *: :':' 
: ■ . :: ti-.al yi»u mij^hl r.«»t i"ik after ::.c p- '••.- 

• • \ .:.. rrtstnc this urilir.^ jn a cur: •».:. - 

*. ' ■i:':;- -I t:.:::k it is exquisite — all bnlii^r.t ":.-.k 
i '. • . •.:: i v.::l:!v !:!t::!blc letters. 

h r*. t !:.L- ^' ur..! th.trtuf. h-t cir.*-! r. I ici! «::-• 
i! ::.'.::.. r. r wl.itlxr it *^ ethi* T:;jt. I i^l.c^r 
"^ • •• ••. . *:■.' :;.:!: ::: "Ah-i! Lh.ipttr r N - k, -■: u •-.::• f 
:•. .:!\ (,-.: tt !, I can't p- ■:} !\ va\ H vir-^c 
■ :r.t :•■ '.Milt a Ittter t » a \'.ur.j w-...fr.a- 
: jry.'. if I!.. \\\\]\ \v!'..':n I was rr.^c a* ,-A:r.:r : 

I .•.:".% ::.-.:. \\;,!t! :r.c tn \%r:tc to her v. — ■ 

I: • . tl ..:!. I !..j\e :: thir-s' t-' saj — I e'ca ^: 

■. ! . :■". . t:!l .i* la^t. fearinc that *hc w... 

:'.::.• !•*.' I :\.cl L r.straJMd I ■ Mt i •■-:: 

.1: : '.:.''. .1 !- !::• s t .:(.-t}'.er. whiLh ikt R^'i\ %a!! a 
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•mumaxi expecU KO«e in this production, she will Sod 
bencU miwrabty disappointed. I shall dress her a 
dith of ulmagundi— 1 shall cook a hash — compound 
a stew — toss up an omeUtU iouJfl''e ii h Frani^ai^e 
and send it her with my respect*. The wind, which 
iivet}' high up in our hills of Judieu, though, 1 xuppoKc, 
4own in the Philiilinc flats of B. parish it is nothing 
to speak of, has produced the same cfTccts on the 
coatents of my knowledge-box that a quaigh of usque- 
baugh docs upon those of most other bipeds. I see 
everything couUur di row; and am strongly inclined to 
dance ■ jig. if I knew how. I think I must partake 
of the nature of a pig or an ass— both which animals 
arc strongly affected by a high wind. Trum what 
qeartcT the wind blows I cannot tell, for I never could 
in my life : but I should very much like to know how 
tbc great brcw-mg-tub of Llndlington Kay works, and 
wfaal sort of yeasty froth rises just now on the 



11 of the name of Mrs. It., it seems, wants a 
tcacbcr. I wish she would have mc ; and I have 
written to Miss W., to tell her so. Verily, it is a 
dclichtfol thing to live here at home, at full liberty 
lo do just what one pleases. Uut 1 recollect some 
•cmbby old bblc about grasshoppers and ants, by a 
19— J 
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^-vMi-il'V t"l<l kn.ivi: VLlcpl -Km»p; the t:rj\\h ;^j"<ri 
^.::i^ .ill the s\irn miT. an>l starved ail the \\:r.:cr. 

* A fiisl.ml ul.ili-»n «)f mine. «>nc PjtruK lirjir. .*c 
I .!s '-tt «'ff l'» **ttk his fortune in the \\\U\, \\.ir. ic:.-^'. 
;i ivi rUiiioiis. I 'iTMiUiL, kni^ht-err.int-hkc vipa.;:. 
viiik <>n the Lcecls :inil ManLhestci r.nir a i. Lcr; .k 
.i:-.'! MaiKiu^ltr — where are thcv ? Cit.e^ :r. f: 

\N:!itir.e^ l:ke laJmni. jlus l*alm\ra~ aic :: f. 

!•.■■: ' 

•■ li.tie is nr^L- hltle trail respcs-tm^ Mr. W. u:....-. 
l.i:( !\ La;r.'. i » rr.v ki)<»wleil.:e. Mr. \N . i* .» ^ jl ;.^:^:r. 
u;. I- ■••.iMwt.s lier latlur, llui'ii^h ir-.^:?. i- ".^ li,*. 
.;:•.! : t:!:::^ i:t ilt;-., i-.a.i lieen Luniptliti t- c:.;^^' 
v.!.:,;. .::\'., .t ;^!:::p^e "I ihe htttei **. Ic •: . 

s... -.:.'. :■.:. I.i-.t s.it..:!.iy nui-.t i.e ha: r'tc* *.:':*-. 

iT". ..: i:: !:.e ;M:l"'jr wili: paj-a ; .xr.-i a>. :-.r wf: 

I ; r .i: : pap.i sa\ t • him . ' W ; -•! :s : : 

m * 

: : . ' ( ».. I ; :.': k:. u. r\e htt:: ! -cr a p- : 

'■ i ■ I'.r ::.'. ^ .;tr::'.:e:; icr.:.' N ■>* N.i*.- 

i :: . . it :.»::■! i't -t s*.!':- lai ir: tj.c >..r. li- 

; .1- :. V. '.:. I :•..:! i;:a!. I th i^i^ht I v*. ^.i ^ 

a :^ a^ I . .! : : It. he:. I J. J ^i.< i r. Vl.r.CA,* 
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, ami found her on her way to that ' boum 
: no traveller returns.' After Bitting with her 
Moe time, I happened to auk her mother if fthe 
Uwusht a tittle port-wine would do her ^aoA. She 
replied that the doctor had recommtndcd it ; and that 
when Mr. \V. wan last there, he had l>roui:ht them 
a bottle of wine and a jar of preKr\'CB. She added, 
that he was atwayn )''>*>d-naturcd to poor folk», and 
■ccncd lo have a deal of feeling and kind- hearted ne>s 
•bottt him. No doubt there arc defects in his 
character, but Ibcrc arc also good qualities. . . . God 
Uaaa him X I wonder who, with his advantages, 
woald be without his faults. I know many of his 
faulty actions, many of his weak points; )ct, where I 
un, be shall alwaj-s And rather a defender than an 
■ccoacr. To be sure, my opinion will };o but a very 
littlt way to decide his character : what of that ) 
Paoptc should do right as fat as their ability extends. 
Ym are not 10 suppose from all this, that .Mr. \V. and 
I an on verj' amiable terms; we are not at all. We 
ftfc distant, cold, and reserved. We seldom speak; 
and when we do, it is only to exchange the must tnvuil 
■ad commonplace remarks." 

Wc aee in this letter, as in all Charlotte Uronte'a 
c orr aa p u ndence, her thorough slraightforwardocst and 
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!uT pnwcr «)f formin;; a just, it not a \cry i:crcr \.\, 
ap]^rcti:iti"n (»f character. Ihit wc sec, t'>«\ that i^T:ti. 
that artiticial *• Ijn " which illustrates her ahv '..!• 
dctuitncy in the genial quality of humour. She hii 
ui'Tvicrfiil dramatic p'»wer, a rare faculty "f dc^.r-T- 
ti'-n. an absolute command «>vcr the finer err., ti -* 
a vivid ima;;inalion. a quick sympathy with nature : ^ -T 
s!u- I'.ad n-* humour, or what she had was either • ? i 
L'lirv.ly •:r«'ltsc|uc kind, or else assumed the shape 
s.itirt-. Ir. nil hi-i three ijreat ni»vcls. there is n^^t a pire 
whiih .iw.ii-.rr.s a hearty and irn^Kent !:r:.:h. Hf 
i.::r:!tis in ' Siii:l'\ ' art- rv.e;irt to he l.i'.:^'Vr ! a! ; > ,! 
sjv di^^^iits therrt ^ » liilterly. and exp-'^rs theT - 
r'.t ii^ilv '.■\ . tl:;t! We i.ir.rt't eh-^^e hut cmpa^*: ra!r 
Mm ! s;:e en'- yed .i keer.ir ^er.'^e ■ f t?:e nf:..- 
. J. 'I • h'j letn ah!e t'» rt pT«*.er.: the h-;rr.' r- -• 
!:er rv».!s \\ ■:!d h.i\e Vetr: w':: !evTf 
' . .t- ! }.'.•! i.i'r.v u- :! 1 have }^rr. Vr I'f" 

.-. wr- ,«, I ^' . •■ VI « • ^» t ^' r i"*^- .• I if • V * 1 •" 
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aims, difliercnl qualities of geniu», no bir comparison 
tft possible. They cannot be appraised by the same 
sUiMUrd. But it may be pointed out, that while it it 
not altogether impo\sibIe that George Eliot might 
hare created a Rochester, perhaps even a Shirley, 
it is quite certain that Charlotte Bronte could not 
Iwve conceived a Mrs. I'oyscr. 

In March, 1841, Miss Bronti' obtained her last 
«oca|:emcnt in England as a governess ; and it proved 
■a (onunate as her former experience had been the 
Her employers were courteous, sympathetic, 
HIS ; able to perceive and willing to acknowledge 
IIm Taloe of the service she rendered. Her life 
■Ddcr their roof was a happy one, and allowed 
Coll scope for her vivid and healthy nature to display 
itactf. But the rapidly failing health of her sifter 
Anne, once more called her home. £vcr)'body ^aw 
that the invalid needed the vigilant affcLiion and 
■coder guidance of the elder sister. To provide the 
ways and means, by which the little family-circle might 
be rrtmited, Charlotte once more took up her project 
4rf a school. Just at this time her old friend Mis« W. 
waa anxious to give up her cstablisltnent at Dcwsbur)' 
Moor, aad she offered it to the Bruntws on advanta- 
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gcous terms. On consideration the Meters. »h> 
were trained to judge each other and thcmKhcv 
came to the conclusion that they were deficient :z 
knowledge of a special kind, essential to the 
successful management of a school. This conciuu s 
led to an alteration in their plans. Obtaininf; \tx 
necessary funds from their aunt, Charlotte and KmiA. 
with characteristic independence, started for Hrvsiclt, 
\\\ order to study French and music with ipxatc? 
precision and completeness. At KnjsscU they iix- 
tunately obtained an introduction to M. Ht't^er, a enAr. 
ot musical ability, and of marked skill in tuitKr. 
\s r.o received them into his pfttitonnat at a \cn 
It isonable charge, and zealously devoted himself t .» 
li.e cuiti\aiion i»: their mental powcrv 
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Ik Misa Bronte's ' The Professor,' and in her 
'V'Ulcttc,' she has given uh a wonderfully realistic 
pictim of her life at KruMeU. L'n(|ucMionably it had 
■ ouuked influence on her genius. She paints with 
plkOtofTaphic fidelity the nuvct scenes that paused 
Wforc her ga^e, and the fresh aspects of character 
that offered themselves to her Mudy. It is evident 
thftt she was greatly struck by the quaint features 
•I tbc mediieval city, with its t:litterins religiou!! 
proccaaions, its national fe&tivaU. its old>wor1d relics, 
its ancient churches and houses, rich in fine carvings 
Bsd rare artistic details. She allows us to see hoM' 
■mac ■*> impression they produced. The daily work 
of tbc /nuMiMiif, and the idiosyncrasies of its teachers 
and pupila. are also exhibited with a startling boldness. 
Yet it is borne in upon the reader that ail reference 
to bcr inner life and more intimate personal experience* 
is tladieaaly excluded. She gives us Hmttels as it 
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I'l- :::• as sl:c Lirnl al r»rus>.Lls. In pc:*.:s::-.; 'J* : 
I!\:v.* ":■ it"- L'lir.panifP. futi^ns, \\c arc t :>!j-" 
I'l.Li! Ill a .k <'i:i NfiVLs : wIrtc diJ ihcir a-.:!;-, -r ..»v • 
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must haw lsun«d the pauion of jane Eyre for 
Rochester, of Shirley for Moore. 

M. H^er was not long in discovering that Char- 
lotte and Emily differed altogether from his average 
popilt. Mn. OatkcU tcIN uk that he seems to have 
rated Emily't genius as something even higher than 
Charlotte's, which, indeed, it was, though tt lacked 
Charlotte'* equilibrium. Emily, according to M. 
H'c^* had I head for logic, and a capability of 
aiptmenl. unusual in a man, and rare indeed in a 
woman. The force of this gift, however, wa« im- 
paired by her stubborn tenacity of will, which blinded 
her lo all reasoning where her own wishes, or her 
own tense of right, was concerned. " She ^ould 
have been a man — a great navigator," said M. 
H^r, in speaking of her, " her poM'crful reason would 
have deduced new spheres of discover^' from the know- 
ledge of the old ; and her strong imperious purpose 
would never ha«'e been daunted by opposition or dis- 
co'very ; never have given way but with life." For such 
popilt their tutor adopted a new method, throwing aside 
grammar and vocabulary, and bringmt; mto play their 
tntcllectual perceptions. He chose passages from tha 
bc«t authora ; read them, analysed them ; indicated 
thctr felidtici and peculiarities of style ; and then 
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it.'(;i:iittl \\\^ jn:|'i!s t(» pmilucc an (»riKir.aI frrp vt. - 
l>as(.'l i:p«r. tl:t U^snn they had just received. 

Utrc is :i ktiM written hv Charlotte in Mav, I'^^i 
•' I \N;i^ tuti:'.\-^;\ vc.irs old a week or l%%o ^:-.t 
:-n(l :tt this li; v time of life I am a %ch • \ Z' 
a:;!, k^w tht \\i.'»lL-, ver\- happy in that capaw:!>. I' 
!t!t \t.:\ ^!r.t::^f.* at first to submit to aulhwr::\ • 
^tt,i I ' : t ^' r<.i-i:;:: »t, to (iIk-v orders instciJ «.f i:*^ 'J 
t!:- :-. : )i-.i: 1 '.>.•. tii.it state of thing's. I rcturr.ci r 
i: V. ;!b. ii.L • .::.. .i\iility that a c<«w. that Ka\ i •* 
I ci : r.*.;: • :. ::\ i:.i\. rttui"' t'» l:tsh ^r^*^ I> ' " 
If...}: .it ::■.;. \'v.\\k . It is r..it-.Kal to rr'.c t-*^:- * 

• 1 ':.. :■ I !!:.:•. ^^vl;-"!, in whivh there arc ..:•-■ 

: :V. tv.'. ::i . «i (!.i\ -j up:I^. an! twclxe per.* •- 

■■.::• . ' : 1 .t: !•:•-. M.i l.irr.e !!• :;cr, the he a: » 

.•■ ..'.\\ '• :••.: C.\ li.e N.irr^c cast «■: mini. Jr^-:: 

!*:.■...•: ' . . '. ! .-.i.iiitv •:' ir.ttiit.t a& \\\\\ 
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*. ' : ! ; • iv.ts .'i:e a little s* ftenc.!, l<^i. -c 
i: .t; J- ir.teJ, and cin^c^-cr* 
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will be one. M»demoiKlle Marie is ulented and 
ariKUul, but of repulsive and arbitrary mannen, 
which have made the whole school, except my&elf 
and Emily, her biiter enemies. No less than se\'ea 
masler* attend, to lake ttie different branches of 
education — French, drvwing, muvic. Hinging, writing, 
anihnMtic and German. All in the houie are 
CatboHcs except ourselves, one other eirl, and the 
(Duveniante of Madame's children, an Englishwoman, 
in rank something between a lady's maid and a 
governess. The dtfTcrcncc in country and 
I makes a broad line of dem-ircation between 
■a wkI all the rest. We arc completely i&olatcd m 
tlw midst of numbers. Vet 1 think I am never 
■nhappy: my present life is so dcliKhtful, so con- 
genial to my own nature, compared to that uf a 
g uwi n csa . My time, constantly occupied, passes too 
npidly. Hitherto both Emily and I have had good 
health, and tbcrcforc wc have been able to work 

** There ii ooe indtvidual of whom I have not yet 
apahcft— M. HAger, the hu«baiid of Ma<Umc. He is 
yninaor of rhetoric, a man uf power as to mmd. 
hoi very choleric and irritable in temperament. Me 
it veiy aacT ''"^ ">* J'*** '^ present, because I 
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h.ivc written a translation which he ct;<'sc to whir., 
itri/c- a** * f:\k i* frc^t.* He did not tell rr.c v. : .: 
wM'tt the unr,l j-n the margin of my Ix^.V, jir.i i^^r: 
i:; \c:y stern phrase, liow it happened that r:> < r 
pn-.iti«-r.s were ;ilwa\s Inrtter than mv trAr.sIat. ■ 
ailviin;: ll-.al tl:e ihin^ seemed to him ine\p!:.A; r 
Tl'.L ta*.l is, snnu weeks a;;<», in a hi^h-fliun !.-r-. -• 
V.L It'll ade me t«» use cither dictionary or Krarr— .a.- 
::. tiar.shitinj; tl.e most difhtult Kn^lish Lompc>\.:. -• 
11. t' IitTcli. This makes the task rather ard. - 
.*:-. ! L' rr-ptls tr.f every nr»w and then t > :r.:r •: - 
.1:. I':^'.: !; \n« i !. wl^.i^l: nearly plucks the c>e% -• 
1:: l:t:i ! wj-.tr. !u- tts it. MmiU ar.d he J r.': :-.. 

w 

\\'\ I' .:'jtJ.t: :i\ .'ill. Tmilv wr-rks like a h rse. i" . 
•'i I'.t- h:i(! :::».. it t!;?Txu!tics tc» Lfrter.v! "»;:;. — -. 
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I cut perceive tbey have already excited much tpite 
and icalotuy in the ichool. 

** You will abuK this letter for being &hort and 
dremfy, and there are a hundred things which t want 
to teil >'ou, but I have not time- Brussels is a beau- 
tiful city. The Belgians hale the English. Their 
cxtemal morality is more rigid than ours. To Ucc 
tfcc Uaj-s without a handkerchief on the neck i& 
COMidered a disgusting piece of indelicacy.'* 

Charlotte and Emily were recalled to England to- 
wards the end of ihc year by the death uf their aunt. 
Ahcrwards the little Haworth r^mily spent their 
Christmas together. In the spnng Charlotte returned 
to Brussels : not as pupil, but as teacher, with the 
Rmuneration of £16 a year, board and lodging. This 
was not a wise step. Charlotte was hard-worked, 
vitfa little leisure for self- improvement, isolated, and 
cxpoacd to the ill-usage of Madame Hi-gcr, who did 
■at bkc bcr. With her customary truthfulnesii she 
dpcnsc* her feelings in a letter to her fncnd : — 

" Mary urges me very much to leave Brussels and 
fo to bcr ; but, at present, however tempted to lake 
■och a step, t should not feel justified in doing ao. 
To leave ■ certainty for a complete UDCcrtainty, 
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it it poti ble life can be monotonous in the centre 
•f a brillUat capital like Brussels; but ko it is. I 
feci it moU on holidays, when all the girls and 
tcachcn go out to visit, and it ivometinies happens 
that I am left during several hours quite alone, 
I with (our great desolate school-rooms at my disposi- 
I lioa. 1 tr>- to read, I try to write; but in vain. 1 
1 waxtder about from room to room, but the silence 
and loneliness of all the house weighs down one's 
t|kriu Uke lead. You will hardly believe that 
Madame H^ger (good and kind as I have de%cribed 
ber] never comes near me on these occasions. I own 
I waa astonished the fir^t time 1 wait left alone thus; 
when evcr>'body else was enjnyinK the pleasures of a 
/■r day with their friends, and she knew I was quite 
by myaclf, and never took the least notice of me. 
Yet, I understand, she praises me very much to 
everybody, and says what excellent lessons I give. 
She is not colder to me than she is to the other 
leachcn ; but they arc less dependent on her than 
1 am. Tbey have relaltons and accfuaintancc* in 
Bntsacla. You remember the letter she wmte me 
wben 1 waa in England ? How kind and afTeclinnate 
Ifaat waa; ta it not odd? In the meantime, the 
1 make at present are a sort of relief 
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which I permit myself. In all uthcr rcspc*.tN I *- 
well salisticd with my pusitiDn, and \<)u n\A\ vay v. : 
pci'plt who incjuirc after mc nf any one i -c- 
W'liti I') mc, dear, whenever ytiu can. Y.»u 1 i 
L!<i".i <!l.i1 when vmu send me a letter, r-r \o\i t rr.i." 
a \tr\ (lesfLile heart.*' 



I>"nustiL reasons, tlie mcreaiin^ un^lnJI;^.c^\ 
Mad.iiTi!. Ilr::er, and tlie w.mt i»f -iympath) bct^*::- 
i.Listll iivA liLT siirruundin^;s. induLcd L'hA:! v.r 
I'i» r.l' t'» :;i\e up I'.er si:,;.il:"n ar.d rctjrr. h -: 
She .It; I'. lI at Il.iWoitl: *■:: lh»e jr.J f J.ir: jar\ . :•.. 
Ariii .1 liitf le.l, ^l.L reneN\ei l.tr .i:.\i -j"* c? :: . 
a.;. :::.«.:.! the Iirr.ilt.i reN(»;:iLt^ "! J'.cr :arr..'.». - 
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,^^ h-aiJers. L r.f ilLr.ate!) . iJ: -^h •■: 
.. '.\ KA:.\.i^>i\ h.er !:ic::N anJ i4v .j-a.r.ti- . r^ 
..:■!'.: V .::•.». ; :: : was Ha'A-rth, rcrr. tc. rr. :.•* 
■.\ . a ; !.ue v..i»«.ul.4tt i t < a:t:a..l :.;- 

<* .....4. k««kifti fl.i l>iL •■ILC !'■ VI .AtA.-i ^ 

t • : : . .i:. i i .:. k:*.t 1 a% n1;c w4» i»;".h :' : 
' ■: 1 !'. 1 ; •» i.ir li-lher's ^%4\v%Arv!r.c^% a-; 
:. :.!.:.: ■:^1;:. vhc prc%cr\Cv! her cr-Ci^. 
. !': l:a\L- a:. 1 h'»pcful *pi::! Ir. .: 
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««« oooc in ber conduct. People who conceive of 
Charlotte Bronte as a romantic woman of geniui, 
pTcB over to poetic sadness, brooding among tlie 
" infinite silences," and feeding upon her heart in 
melancholy solitude, form, we arc persuaded, a 
OUMt mistaken conception. Mr. Wemyss Keid has 
clearly shown, what, indeed, was not difficult to dis> 
cover before, that she was really gifted with a verj- 
fcnial temperament, and in all her ways was practical 
aod Knsiblc. There was nothing of the Ilyronic in 
bcr mood. Nor had tihe the will or the temptation 
to play the part of the ftmmt ifuomprxM. She had, 
DO doubt, her hours of gloom, her periods of suffer- 
■D^} it could hardly be otherwise, considering the 
Celtic strain in her blood, and the condtliont which 
hampered her daily life. But, as a whule, she wa% 
not only a woman of genius, but » woman of great 
coamoa aenie ; and no one can read the story of her 
lifc without being the better for it. 

la the autumn of Ii^5. the three sisters were 
Maead to seek publicity (or their literary efforts. It 
cam* about in this wise : Charlotte fell in with a 
■aaoacript volume of verae, written by her sister 
Eanljr, and on reading it, was persuaded that the 
«ana waa of no average kind ; not the verse uf the 
w— a 
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Id Lady Uor:gui's case, with the weapon of penon* 
ality, or insulted them with an ostentatious flattery 
which was c\-cn more ofTcnsivc. 

We need not dwell upon the hcart-bumii)|;s they 
endured, and the difficulties they encountered, in 
ibcir effort to gain access to the public car. liut 
Bl IcDf^h they found publishers fur their little volume 
in UcMn- A>'ton and Jones, of I'aternostcr Row. 
It appeared in May, 1846: to meet with the scantiest 
poaaibic attention. Yet twu or three critics detected 
io it the ring of tnie metal ; and especially in the 
peeoia by " Ellis Uell," recotcniscd something frc&h. 
vjgDCDUB, and ori|;inal. Of the others it might be 
Hud that good as was their work it showed nc^'cr- 
iWlcM that the metrical farm wis a hindrance rather 
tlun a help to ihetr gcniua. 

Shortly after this event, Charlotte accompanied her 
Cttbcr to Manchester, where he %uccc»iJuIly underwent 
«D operatioo for cataract. On her return home she 
naonwd the litenuy labour in which she delighted ; 
■hk li wa>, in fact, a ncccsiiiy for her. Each sister 
had written a prose talc ; Emily's was ' Wuihering 
Hai^ta'; Anne's was ' .\gncs Grey'; Charlotte's 
* Tbc Professor.' Tbey endeavoured to find a pub. 
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lishcr for the three ; and when in this they failed, the 
three books were sent round separately. But pc^ 
lishcrs iire slow to recognise new and untried talent. 
Th<>u;;h ' The Professor' went the round of the tnde. n 
found acceptance nowhere, nor any acknowledgment c^ 
nurit, so that something like the chill of de^pa^r 
bcL:an to invade her heart. Yes; but she did n.< 
allow the fcclin;; to get the better of her. WTiiIe 
' The Professor ' was plodding; its weary way. she 
bc^an 'Jane Kyre.' The motive of that pomcrfj 
bo(»k was thus described bv herself:—** I once told n:i 
Sisters that they were wron^^^ven morally wron^- 
makini; their heroines beautiful as a matter of cour 
Tiuy replied that it was impossible to make I 
heroine interesting: on anv other terms. Mv answer 
w.i . • I \\\\\ prove to jou that you arc HTung , I will 
si. A \. J a h.croine as plain and as small as rojsclf. 
\%1: M'.ail he as ir.terestin^' as any of yours/ Ilcsacc 
• |.l:.'> I- vie '; l.;;l she is not mvsclf. anv further ihar 
t: at " (): tou:^c th.c heroine had to be rr presented 
.1 I XL ! a:;.l Inin^; and for this purpose it «a« 
p. ; .:v::e tw erui'W h.er uith a power of attractxoe 
V. ..;.). ^l.ouid dcpe::d on psychological causes. F^e 
c ur • wr. part \^e r.c\cr can believe that "Jane Ejrre " 
IS "2 lain." We know that she sa)*s to of hcnclC. 
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aod that other chsncters infer it; but we think the 
ifliptTsuon produced on the reader's mind is, that 
in »pite of her irregular features and even her green 
cyei, ~ the mu&t still have possessed considerable 
pcrvonal charms. 

In August, t&47, 'Jane Eyre' was finished and 
despatched to Messrs. Smith and I£lder, the only firm 
who had spoken favourably of ' The I'rofcssor,' while 
declining, fur businc&s reasons, to publish it. To its 
•uthor'i surprise and delight it was accepted ; and by 
the t6th of October it was printed and publiiihcd. 
Before the close of the year its unknown author was 
•cknowlcdged as one of the first of living novelists, 
and the name of "Currer Bell" had become a name 
to conjure with. 

The knowledge of her %-cnture had been kept from her 
fatber lest it should prove a failure, and that failure 
•hooldwldto his many trials. But when it had proved 
■occcnful beyond the must sarguine expectations, 
her aistcrt urged her to reveal the secret. So with a 
copy of the book, and two or three reviews, she 
entered bis study one afternoon. 

" Papa, I've been writing a book." 

" Have you, my dear ? " 

** Yea, and I want you to read it." 
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" I am afraid it will try my eyes too much " 

Cl.ailottc Hnrntt's handwrilinf; was quite mcrr- 
sc(»)':l in character; sini;ulaily neat, but f>ainf.l:> 
small. 

** My dear! you've never thought of the cxpcnv it 
will l)c ! It will ht almost sure to be a lo%%, for kc* 
tan \<»u j^et a book sold ? No one knows you or }^c*=r 
name.** 

•• r»i:t, papa. I don't think it will be a lo^* ; 
no mere will you, if you will first let roe rt*i 
you a review or two, and tell you more aS: .: 



11. 



a 



She sat down and read some of the re\*ie«- :o rcr 
father. ^Mve him the copy of 'Jane Eyre,' which %he 
h.i 1 ustrvdl for him, and left him to read it. \V*b-r. 
he came in to lea. he said : — '* Girls, do y-^u ka* 
Ch.t:i>tte has been writing a b<x>k, and it it Da«h 
betltr ihan likelv." 



It i- too late n-tw t<» criticise * Jane E\Te.* It has 
t.ikt:. \\\ pl.i.e am>n;; the masterpieces of En^jiisi 
»-•■ ^>? 'itt, in ieed, its p«>pulanly may ba^r 

.•'•' :• I ..:. 'j.!i;-t. in the uni\crsal cclebnty of Gei?r^ 
I-- :i '•. v! ; !).:! :t w,i^ harJly nccessarj- for M:. 

S'.\.: ..:r.c t- h.i.c set hi"* formidable spcmr in rest. 
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and nude ready to tilt against all comers, on its 
behalf. There can be no real fear that it will ever be 
lorj^iicn. Not as long, at all events, as men can 
afipreciate a style clear, rich, picturesque and inimi- 
tably vigorous; I power of conccivmg marked and 
UTci^Iar characters which is surely unique; and a 
rare (acuity of faithful and vi\id description. One of 
the tc»ts of a good novel is its mastery over the 
reader's attention ; and no one was ever able to put 
down 'Jane Eyre' half*rcad when he had once began 
k. lu interest is intense ; its situations have a 
4ramatic vivacity. Few finer pas&agcs of its kind 
can be found than the account of the (ire at Thom- 
fteld i wc Kc it as plainly as if it were put upon a stage. 

In December. 1S47, appeared * Wuthcring Heights,' 
hjr Emily Brontt-, and ' Agne» Grey ' by " sister Anne." 
Tb« latter is good in itself, but suffers by contrast with 
tfae more powerful novel. Powerful, in ver>- truth 1 
For anythmg like the characters of Bamshaw anil 
Hcnthdiff, wc shall search Knglish fiction in vam. 
TWjr arc painted with Titanic force ; and it will to 
all tima remain a wnndcr where the artift. a delicate 
A, living almost a recluse's life in the 
: acditudea, gathered the materials fur such 




3M 



Rif'Tf^fntativt Womtn. 



t\t:.inrtlinarv crciti'ii^. 1 1 mav be said that :J:r . i-r 
i !t :il : if so, every detail is as consistent as :!' the p :• 
trait had been drawn fri»m the living; individual. Th*: 
•W'utherin;; Heii;hts'is equal t<» 'Jane ICyrc ' we J r t 
preltntl ; it is less enmpletc ; therein less vane!> ir f 
K-^s irulh "f ib..iracter ; its st(»pc is limited, ar. I tr* 
.i:t!. I's ''einiis seems extlusivclv C(»nfincd t-- '^r.c • r!» ■ 
l\pe-'. r»iil we xer.luie to assert that that genius, hai t 
|-..td tinic for (ie\el«'pment, \vni:ld ha\e pr«>du;cd *-.* 
\\\\\\ as the Wiirld of readers would have K-Ad!\ tr?i 
••::?■!. It wni:M h.ive remained alwaxs an inic^vr. ir'! 
i:' :•.;■.;■«. di'-ria::::::^' t«» h>r:-'W — 'L«»rnin;; a'rr-'s! • '.rir" 
- -fi' m oil:*.r intelletts ; and it*, work w» uIJ ha\c :i: 
t: .tt i:;:t 'f irv.TTT-rt.il fresJiness which is ^;i\er. . r.!i ! 
:':.'. \\> :k < !' a ftw orii'inal minds. 



in (I..::! !ti I'.r- rt. *s life, as :n the li\cs *{ rr. \! • 
I. . v..\v.\ \ I ar •- ut :e tl.iik .ir.d drearv, hut nore "atrt 
.'..:: 'f.'.r .•.:.! tin.::*.:, jr; ^j :te <•! the reLeri ^u%.^e^* ' 
"JtM !>:'.' t-'-". I""-;"*- It h.ad I pened pleasA.-:!; 
i \\K\\\ . C!:.t:! :tt ar.il .\»^:',e*«, who^e se*.^'n.J xr.i \x< 
I \t: • T?.t Tf:..i: t . f WjMfe:: H.t::; wa» mthe pTT^%. 
rr. If.:::.: \].f.:r r:: ■! • lirruv t" I.« ndun. The\ •trr 
m:-. w.irn:!v v.»!,i ::-.».! l:\ tht:: ruhliskher^, Mrs^-^ 
Smith and KI ie:, w?:.'. up t ■ this lime, had not tcr- 
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tainly known whether Currer Bell wis man or womin, 
whether the name was rca] or fictitious. But at the 
ytMi grew, the shadow of a hca\->- sorrow fell upon the 
little parsonnRc. Kranwetl, the once brilliant and 
accomplished brother, sank rapidly into the grave 
which his own excesses had prepared. Suffering from 
frequent attacks of delirium, which alternated with 
terrible intrrvaU of black despondency, he could not 
be left without continual watchers, and these could be 
DO other than his father and sisters, who derived 
■trmcth for the duty from the unAelfishncss of their 
love. The end came at last. In anticipation we 
dre»d it, whether for ourselvea or other't; yet it mcanit 
nsl. and to tome how much of untpcakablc happiness 
b to that rest ! flerc is Charlotte's record : — 

" Brmnwcll died, after twenty minutes' struggle, on 
Ssaday morning, September 2ist. He was perfectly 
t till the laHl agony came on. His mind had 
me the peculiar change which frequently prc- 
h, two days previou»1y: the calm of better 
[ ftlkd it : a return nf natural affection marked 



" H« ia in God's hands now ; and the AlUPowerful is 
e the AH-Mcrcitul. A deep conviction that he 
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Day after day the persisted in accom[>li»liini; tiie stated 
buk. Not from any dread of death, but because she 
would oot own herself beaten. Even on the morning 
which proved to be the last she saw on earth, she rose 
u usual. As usual she dressed herself, though with 
many a pause which Khc resented, but, from physical 
debility, could not avoid. Then she took up her 
Deedk, — poor soul I — and sought to go on with the 
commonplace houNehold-work, — while her sisters and 
aervmnts looked on with wondering pain at this struggle 
between the frail humanity and the inevitable doom. 
About noon, however, the body triumphed over the 
mind, and constrained by a sudden yearning after help, 
•he aaid to Charlotte, in a broken whisper. — " Hem, 
if jTDu will send for a doctor, I will «c him." A tragic 
acntencc. which it is difficult to read without tcar%. 
Ah. that " now " — it signifies so much ' But doclon 
could do nothing. Boundlrss sisterly love could do 
aothhif. About two o'clock the struggle was over; 
and was not the victi>r>' won ? 

In the letter from Charlotte, which we here tran- 
scribe, the depth of h«r anguish may be seen under all 
ber assumed calmness : — 

" Emily suffers no more from pain or weakness now. 
Sha win never suffer more in this world. She is (ooct 
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atlci ii h;ir<l, '-ii'iit L<>nt1iLt. She died <.'n Tui\Jj\, ::• 
\i;i\ da\ 1 '.M'tL' lo you. I llniu,;hl it \c^^ p*i\i.':.e 
-iliL ::'.i;;l.: ': l 'A:;ii us still tor weeks; ^inJ A few ::^.*' 
allc.'Aaiil ', ^h'j was in eternity. Yes; there :\ ' 
I,n::I\ ir; tirr.c "i -n earth now, Yesterdj\ I>Cwerr.v 
J »ti. . wt ju;t iiLT p'M^r, wasted, m -rial frame «,'^.c:.. 
uri-ki l!-.c Lhuuii pavement. We are vcrj* talrr. a: 
j»:t*'-:.l. \\ i.\ ^i.'.iuKi we be otherv\ix:? The ar.*; — '." 
<it Lt:::^' htr ^"'-r isuvcr; tl;e spectacle of the pa*.' » 
!•: iv.itli 1- ^ :.L by; the funera! i!ay is past. U : 
;•.!.! :.t ; .it |(..i.t. Nu needs now !«» tr-'uble f r : r 
I..II : :;■ : a:.: ti.t keen wmJ. Krr.ilv ii»<s n : ::• 
t;.'.::. Si.*. ■:;<.: ::: .i l:i:ic «'f pri»nu^«.. We sa^ .:• 
I. If.' :.!:::...:• ;:. :: j iimi. liut •: is (j-.^'i's wil!, ari ". r 
; . I,'- V. i.t:'. !.'. . ., '.t :n beltir :i.a:; \:\aI sJ.e ha-* it": 
• <i : ;.a • . : t::.t.i ::.L. ;:; a v\.ii !'.:al I rr.arv:. ..* 
t; ; ... :. ..;. .:. :.\ .i I hu^l n.^t l- •:'.». ci\cd. I r. - 

. :.•.:. : . ;. : ;^ i '*i ■*• C**.;! i )■ u n ■» ^.* "r.e * 
.. : : :■...' V«.;i wi!l. I trLs'., nr.i -s fi- 
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^parent that tbe, too, wu to be taken away. It is 
pcottable that Anne's delicacy from her very childhood 
bad become m> bmiliar and conitant a fact, as to blind 
the eyes of her family to the more dangerous symptoms 
that within the Unt few years had presented themselves. 
At least it teems to have been a terrible surprise, when, 
in March, i&(9. the doctor pronounced her to be suffer- 
mg from tubercular consumption. All was dune that 
owdical skill and affectionate solicitude could do to 
check the progress of the disease ; but in vain. She 
wa» removed to Scarborough in the hope that she 
might derive some advantage from the sea-air. She 
•iTi\'«d there on the 24th of May ; she died on the 
•Stb. 

We quote oac more letter of the sur^'ivmt; loncl> 
■ttUr's: — 

"I got here [HawurlhJ a lillic bcfurc eif^ht u'clock. 
All was clean and bright waiting fur me. Papa and 
the servants were well ; and all received me with an 
afttclioa which should have contolcd. The dogs 
••cmcd in strange ecstasy. 1 am certain they regarded 
mtt as (he harbinger uf uthcis- The dumb ctcaturc^ 
thoocbl that as I was returned, those who had been 
ID loof absent were not far behind. 

"I left papa sooo, and wcni into the dining; room. 
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4;, and know that Solitude, Remembrance, and 
Loo^ng are to be almost my sole companionn all day 
throafch— that at night I shall go to bed with (hem — 
that tbcy twill long keep me xleeplesa — that next moni' 
tag I ihall wake to them again : — sometimes, Nell, 
I have a heavy heart of it. But crushed I am not. yet ; 
nor robbed of elasticity, nor of hope, nor quite of en- 
dcavoar. 1 have some strength to fight the battle of 
life. I am aware, and can acknowledge, 1 have many 
cotnfortt, many mercies. Still 1 can gel on. But I 
do hope and pray, that never may you, or any one I 
love, be placed as I am. To sit in a lonely room— the 
clock ticking loud through a still house — and have 
open before the mind's eye the reconl of the last year, 
witli tta shocks, sufferings, Iosks— is a trial." 



L 




l\\ 



\Vi. have thus seen what various influences 
brought to bear on the intellectual de%xlopnieot c^ 
Charli>ttc Hrontf : the silent communion with Naturt 
on the lonely moors ; the stranfje home-expcnexKn . 
the patient inquir}' and reflection necevftitated b^ i 
C'-r.^tant process of self-culture ; the insif;ht ioto Idt 
fl.i'.r.td at the Brussels pcmunnat: and. lastly, tbt 
tt.i^l'.ir.^' of bitter domestic sorruw. The effect ci the 
1.1 t pair.tul educator is plainly traceable in her tcccoi 
I.' \(.l ' Sl.irky/ tlie third \c»lume of which^ comnBcocir;^ 
\m:':: :1;c vl.apter entitled "* The Valley of the Shadow zi 
I >'..:*.!:." Was not be^un until after the death of Asls€ 
\:.\' ti.is b>><k, much more than into 'Jane E>Te/ 
C : a:., tti I".:.nt« seems to ha\e put her heart. Tbcrt 
' : Kt: elf than \\c find m * Villette/ tnit ibcrt 
: .. ;. n. :t « f her affection fur otherv ** Shiriri 

m 

K t:.i i.i: me, is a\o\%edly a prttcotmcfit ai 
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Emily Bronto ; not. indeed, as she was. but as she 
woold hive been under (he conditions imagined bji- 
the novelist. Evidently the portrait has been finished 
off by a tender and loving hand, anxious that not even 
the minutest detail should escape notice. The booic as 
a whole is superior to ' Jane Eyre ' in vigour of con- 
ccptiaa, in richness of colouring, and in healthiness 
of tone. The author has thrown ofT her morbidity. 
and has learned lo restrain her genius. She deals more 
finely with scenes of passion, and avoids that over- 
frankne«s or want of reticence which some ill-natured 
critica called "coantencsi," apparent now and then in 
the earlier novel. As for the pictures of sccner>' and 
action which crowd its pages, they are remarkable for 
their fidelity, their force, their animation The 
Chanctcn are not less real. Mr. HeKtine. the 
tfanc curates, Mrs. Pr>-or, the Yorkcs, and Moore,— 
tbcae are li%-ing individuals, whom we should have 
MO difAcully in recognising if we met them in the flesh- 
' Shirley ' was published on the 26th of October, 
•od proved an immediate success. The reading world 
w«at wild about it, as well they might. The identity 
of the author could no longer be disguised ; and she 
was invited to London by her admirers lu receive the 
e of Society. She was itot fitted, however, to 




3^4 Rfpresentativi Women, 

play the part of a ** lion." Hcr natural revcrvc hii 
been intensified bv her mode of life, and she shmr.i 
from contact with strangers. Society, in particulir. 
was disappointed ; thought there was not much is 
her : and it was only in conversation with such ir.c^ 
as Thackeray. Lewes, and Sydney Dobell. that she 
(lid lurse!f justice, and drew upon her resources ri 
thou;;!it and (»bservation. 

To one uf her old Yorkshire friends she wrxste x\ 
ff.ll<iws (»f her London visit [we quote from Mr 
Wemyss Keid's interesting monograph] : — 

'* I'llen it seems" [ICllen is the origmal of Caroline 
H'.;st«.ne in 'Shirley'" '*told \ou that I sper.t i 
ff;rt:'.i::l'.t in London last Hecemher. Thcv wished rr.e 
very rr.iKh In stay a month, alle^in;; that I shouli :" 
tl^it t:nu le able to secure a complete circle ^< 
av j-.i.iir.taru e : but I found a fortnii^ht of %uch excite- 
rr* • ! f;::^ ir..-'.!:/h. ; the whole dav was usual!v dr- 
•»'!'!:• ::.:•. '.in:;, and r^ficn the c\cnin^ >*as %per! 
1". *^ .:••% : :t u,is rr.'Te than I ci»uld bear f »r ar . 
!♦ ' . •.:■. ■ r t V"'. ( >:: *»r.c (ccasiMn I met a part\ of r-.-. 
.! ' . •:• • : t:.t:r.. Si-mc «»f them had heec rr* 

• *••: r ', ;:::!. li;t tJjiy were pri"i:^i»us!y <\\.\ 

r •. ■ 'i.t I }.♦ 'C LTentlemcn seemed innnitt!]! 

. ::, :•• ; ::.; ■ w^, dashin^*. sho^v, than the 
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few ■ntbon I uw. Mr. Thackeray, for example, i» 
K man of vcr>' quid simple demeanour ; he it. 
however, looked upon with some awe and even 
diitruit. His conversation is very peculiar, too 
perverse to be pleasant. It was proposed to me to 
Kc Charles Dickens, Lady Morgan, Mc&damc^ 
Trollope, Gore, and some others ; but 1 was aware 
these introductions would brint; a degree of notoriety 
1 was not disposed to encounter ; I declined therefore 
with thanks. Nothing charmed me more during my 
stay in town than the pictures I saw; one or tn'o 
private collections of Turner's best watcr-colourit 
were indeed a treat. Hib later oil paintings are 
UraJi£c things — thin);s that baffle description. I have 
twice seen Macready act, once in Stj^t/^lh and once in 
Oduilo. I astonished a dinner-party by honestly 
•a}'ia£ 1 did not like him. h is the fashiun to rave 
•bout bis splendid acting; an} thing more false and 
•rtificial, le»s genuinely impressive than his whole 
•lyle, I could scarcely have imagined. The fact is 
the ktage tystem altogether 't% hollow nonsense. They 
act farce* well enough; the actors comprehend their 
pafta and do them justice. They comprehend nothing 
abcMt tragedy ur Shakspearc, and it is « failure. I said 
■o, and by to saying produced a blank silence, a mute 
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consternation. I was indeed oblif;ed to dx&«cnt c-r. 
many occasions, and to offend by dissenting. It 
seems now ver}* much the custom to admir^a certais 
Windy, intricate, obscure style of poetr}*, tuch at 
Kli/abeth Harrctt Browning writes." 

It certainly augurs a defect in Charlotte Bronte't 
mental nature that she could not appreciate Mrt. 
liiowning. But she was realistic to the core; and 
ot the higher mysteries of life, as of the nobler aspevtt 
of humanity, she nowhere appears to take account. 
\\'ith unequalled force she describes what she herself 
^aw and felt; but her range was somewhat limited, 
as was her experience. \Vc see this m her three 
heroes ; fi»r there is a strong family likeness bctw'ccr. 
the 1\. Lhester of 'Jane K>rc,* the - .Moore ** of 
* ^i.irIe\/ and the Professor in ' N'llleltc.* 

" I !:a\c. s:r.Le \(»u went, had a remarkable epsiic 
\\y:\\ 1 ::.!<. 'kt I a\ . hng, interesting, eharactcnstic ; but 
.: ..:.: ::..:;. 1 1(.!\ ti»r.cludes with the stiut injunctioc 
>. .4 :.;. .'(:.\r u^ v,n vnc. .\dding that if he thou|;t:: 
iiltt: . uc;e seen by i»lhcrs, he should ctlhcr 
.a '. tp uiite, ii wnte 1 r;l\ what was con\cntiocal« 
I .: ::.;s L::«.;.r;;stance I should ha%'e sent it with 

1 an-twercd it at length. Whether m% 
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reply will give tatitfaction or displeasure remains yet 
to be uccrtained. . . . 

" I believe I should have written to you before, but 
I don't know what heaviness of spirit has beset me of 
late, made my faculties dull, made rest wearisome, 
and occupation burdensome. Now and then (he 
•Ocncc of the house, the solitudo of the room, has 
pressed on me with a weight I found difUcull to bear, 
utd recollection has not failed to be as alert, poignant. 
obtrusive, as other feelings were IjuiRuid. 1 attribute 
this state of things partly to the weather. Quick* 
lilver invariably falls low in storms and high winds, 
and I have ere this been warned of approaching dis- 
torbancc in the atmosphere by a sense of bodily 
wcftluicu, and deep, heavy mental ftadnes\, which 
•eoN would call preifntimml. Prciientimenl indeed it 
it, bat Dotal all supernatural. TheHaworth people have 
beco making great fools of themselves about Skirlty ; 
tbey take it in the enthusiaittic light. When they 
fot the volumes at the Mechanics' Inslilution, all 
the members M-anted them ; they cast lots fot Ihe 
wbole three, and whoever got a volume was only 
allowed to keep it two days, and to be fined a shilling 
ftr Htm for longer detention. It would be mere 
■aaMss* and vanity to tell you what they say." 
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W'v Ikivc made these extracts because without the— 
it u.-uM he imp«»ssiblc to present any just view i 
Ch.irlntte limni'- as a woman ; but her cnrrcsp^.'r.icr.? 
a- ri:l.!is!u'l hv Mrs. (iaskell and Mr. Wcmvss Kc : 
is ta.ilv :tn.e^''i-)lc to the reader, and will be : --.: 
\\<>rthv i f I artful study. There must *< r;3.T > 
Ivttei^ ''f IitT'-, h'iwever, still unpublished, s-ivh a* 
l,"i Itttcrs t-; Thackeray. It is to be hupcd thi!. 
^<::h (I.t\, l].t:^L will be ^iven to the public. 



It u.is :ih"'.;l this time she m.ade the at. fju-iirt-ir.r 
<•: M: Marlir.eau, who. in her ' .\ut« hi",^rup5:\ .' t: .» 
ll:.;: \\i::'.c ^ta\in ' at St. Le-.oards. in N«'vc...l<: 
r';#, ::e rcL'-ivei a c««py m| *Shir!tji/ ani t:.? 

4 *' II .. » ri • . . 

I It •■•• •■ *"•' • ^^^ 

' C wriLi l'".!! cffcrs a C"py ^4 * ShirU\ " to M:»* 

M.i:t ::.r .1./ . ..v^ej^tar.^e. m ackr.nwlc. lament tf the 

; !. t ;.:t ..: i j :■ ft :. " he has dcrnc! ir rzk her 

V :r. . \\ i.t :. C . li. f:: t real ' I>eerbr«ok' he t4»:ei 

: cw .::. ! f.'.e:! j it.isLie. ar.d c\p€r'4cnk.cJ a 

..'.V I • ■ ■ : '. 1:: 1.;^ iv.ind. * I)ccrbrt.»»»k ' rAr.4.% 

!:«. •■•::!;:. t:..il K.iM; ital!\ diinc h;::: c •■^- 

: .r. • ! 1 ic.i*. a:, i icvtil:cd hi% \k»^ .4 



•...:i 



« i 



1 » 



M i::.:a.;» :i!!n us ti.at \hc and her i 
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this note to make out whether it wu 
writlcti by • man or a woman. The hand was a 
crmmpcd and ncn'ous one, which might bcloni; to any 
one who had written too much, or was in bad health, 
or had been indifTcrcntly taught. The matter at 
Ant Mcmed settled by the erased " she " ; but it was 
I that the " she " might refer to Miss Mar- 
under a form of seutence which had been 
changed during the process of writing. Miss Mar> 
tiocau had already made up her mind that a certain 
paa»a^ in 'jane Eyre,' about sewing on brass rings, 
could have been written only by a woman or an 
opbolitercr ; and while she addressed her reply 
CKtcniaUy to '| Currer Hell, Esc).," she began it 
" Uadamc." She had greater reason for interest than 
even the deeply -interested public in knowing who 
wrote ' Jane Eyre * ; for on its hn.t appearance she had 
been taxed with the authorship by some, and byolhen 
chargtd with knowing the author, and having supplied 
MOW of the facts of the fir^t volume from her own 
czpcncflce. She herself, when she read it, could 
aol repress the conviction that it was n-ritten by some 
ooc of bcr fHends who was acquainted with portions 
o( bcr childish sufferings and sorrowings. Long after- 
wsnU "Currer Bell" told bcr that she had read with 
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wi.ndcr thnsf parts of ' llouschuld Lilucati.r 
whi^h rclaltil lur c.irly experience. It ua% l.i? 
nuLtip.:^ };tr nwn fcUk : the fears and miseries thcrr 
li'^scribul tnrrtspnnded so exactly to her <»wn, I li "f 
n<»l told IP. • Jar.c 1-Iyre/ 



A :p. p.tii l.ttvr. diirini; Charlotte Hront* *s visit : 
L-r: l-':i. sl'.c svnt to Miss \f.irtiRcau s'j;;;:csl!ni: it. 
ir.!*. iM'-'.v. I'hi: su::L;esti«m was j;l.idly accepted ; i- i 
i: w.i-. .i:r;ip.^t 1 that the author n{ * Shirlcs ' «»h. -!i 
■- i!I I :; t:.' .r.;tl:nr of * I>cerhrntik 'at si\ * 'c'.'n.k c" 2 
*.-.:t.i:r. I •..• i.iv t.\ tP.i::;^. \\*hat ft»I!o\\cJ js best ! '•'. 

* \\"'. utri: :r. .i iLrtain state <»f eXLitcrr.cr: al. ii*. 

•1 f. -;''..: -iiy I'Waris evening. The I*'! r: an » Jl 

^•''.r:.\\ '.• V i:p.vC l};i^ n^.ystvrio'js per«»*ra^c \\ ^ \ 

:.t.r ::.;:. I :. irrv i and, as I fvild r..-! hear :rc 

..• V ■::..'.':*.•.:.!. I ^Imt^lJ mv cusirs t- takr ci"t 

■ 

V' •. I V. t- !..!;. ::.:' »r:p.tii •■! it. A httlc be:, rr v-i 
I*! -•■ 1*. :.::.; rap: — the drawmi^-r'^TP i.» • 
V ■ ■'. • ; • • , .'.:. ! ip. -t-ilke ! a i;enlicrp.ar ^:\ frr' 
It ■'. :■ : " l-.-mr.*' but a ph:!^r:r p:^p:%! 
• ::.'.: ! .1* • .;! a rr'.oJcl li<ii::r^ b^ -st 
V ■ •• ■ • p. .■ I : : * r.t, wished him awA\ . a-.i 

: \:« (i\ ci^e came. rrrcikci% a% l^e 



• - • 



ir. 
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I ttruck six, ft carriage stopped at the door ; 

and after a minute of suspense, the footman announced 

• Wiu Brogden " ; whereupon my cousin informed me 

that il wa» Mi» Brontv; for wc had heard the name 

bcfare, among others, in the way of conjecture. I 

Ihoogbt her the smallest creature 1 had ever seen 

[except at a fair], and her eyes blamed, as it seemed to 

IDC She glanced quickly round ; and my tnimpet 

pointing me out, she held out her hand frankly and 

pteaaantly. I introduced her, of course, to the family ; 

r aad then came a movement which I had not anticipated. 

[ When bhc was seated by me on the sofa, she cast up 

I al me such a look, — so loving, so appealing, — that, in 

I eoanccticm with her deep mourning drcst, and the 

I kaowledge that she was the sole survivor uf her 

I ftMUly, I could with the utmost difTicully return her 

I MUlCt or keep my composure. I should have been 

fcwtily glad to cry. We soon got on ver>' well ; and she 

, ■ypcBred more at her case (hat evening than 1 ever ^aw 

ktr afterwards, except when wc were alone. My hostess 

«aa ao considerate as to leave us tofjcthcr after tea, 

is caac of C. B. desiring to have private conversation 

vith me. She was glad of the opportunity lo consult 

me abovl ceHain strictures of the reviewers which she 

4M not uoderatand, and had every- desire to profit bj-. 
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MtMBB ibc began the best of her glorioui triad of 
iOveU — 'Villcttc' According to Mr, Wcroy» Kcid, 
ihit Utc&t-bom of her genius was brout^ht forth with 
trmvail to bitter that more tlun once nhe wast templed 
to lay Slide her pen and hunli her vuice forever. " Every 
•cntcnce," be tayt, " was wrung from her as though 
it had been a drop of blood, and the book wai built up, 
bit by bit, amid paroxysms of positive anguish, occa- 
iioacd in part by her own physic;il wea kncss and sufTer- 
!■(, but still more by the torture through which her 
waaA paucd as she depicted scene after scene from 
Ibt darkest chapter in her own life for the benefit of 
tbosc for whom she wmte. Il is fnim her tetters that 
ai this time also we get the best indications of what 
■be was passing through. I'ew. pcrhjips, reading those 
letters, would suppose that thcu writer was at that 
very time engaged in the pruducti^n of a great ma%ter- 
piece, destined to hold its own among the ripest and 
Aitest fruits of I^nglish genius." A masterpiece. 
■aqoesttoaably ; but rather as an autobiography than 
ai a work of fiction. Its realism is loo intenvr for 
tmc an. " Lucy Snowe " may mrt be Charlollc 
Brontv; but she speaks Charlotte llroniv's thoughts 
wid sees with Charlotte llroniv's eyes. The iranscnpl 
ia no Inc as to be painful. We seem to look upon 
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iIk- a^onv of real tltsh anil bloiid; and cannt't ^ir. - r 
our^clvc^ wil!: the belief thai it is the tittit; u* pi." 
(t .1 t':ctiiii>u^ charaeter. It is not the n«»\c!j%t •»' 
a«l.::L^'-es us. but the woman behind the novel:*:, u" ; 
ri^'t always in l:cr healtluest rnood. 

* \ :I!cllt * uas finished in N<'\ ember. It\ cri 
r.nl LX.iLtIv ll:t end which the writer ir.t-.ndcJ. ^' 
ir.< 't i t< I'Il kr.nw. she alteied it to ^ratifv her fAtr.f 
Si.'. i..i : ■lLtt;::-.:r'.til :hal Lucv Sn»»\ve should not rr.i- 
l\v\A K:nar.ucl, l)Ut should be left to an v\d a^: 
• !::.. ic. wit!: :.-i hri^::t sur.sh.ir.c of lo\c up n .: ■ 
i.t 1 1 ; l..ijj\:.t. .. - :; this si.Ie <f the dar^ r;\cr. V. : 
l;.;:.f. :.',: lat!;t: w.is ::.;Jit in lies'.r::.^ a fti;-;! -s . -• 
*I :.'. i.irr.r.L^'- ! tit b '»k rejuirtd s- :t*.c •■-.?: :z • 

• - I I ■ ■ 

I* • ''fl .1 l'"-***!?'!*. I". 'l ••' ,•■■-•• • , W^- •> • • . 

< V>1. iLk.l.a^a Ik •••I'L^ •••.» M^ ^1^. • 
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Aotbor's " fixed convicUoo " Uuit H wm ber beit ^muk, 
die work by which her reputation must stand or fall. 
Aathon, we know, arc not the wisest judges of their 
prodoclion* ; and Charlotte Bronte was mistaken, we 
think, in this eslimatc. In matters of criticism taste 
ha*, perhaps, as strong an influence as judgment : at 
all crents, wc rc):ard ' Shirley ' as the finest, healthiest, 
and most artistic of Charlotte l3ronti-'s novcK. But 
there can be no dispute an to the immediate success 

AtdowlxJit ihemtelve* inin itiatiKc (arm* -archrt and timAd 
tatfMiaBi : thnv h*e rc*ptcnclciii mnniinKt—elanoui. royal puTplr. 
•• • mnnirrh in hii uale i the heatrtii ore nnr aflame ; *n ■rild 
■« llwy. they nml hatOe al iti thiikeit m Uoody, (he; thamr 
Vtcterr ia bet pnd«. I know tome ugfit of the »kf ; I luve 
■Mad ihcn ever tincB KhiUIuxxL (lod, waich ihai %*i\ : (Ih ' 
C«wd u ! 

* The wind ditfii la ihc wew. Peace, peace, UaaUior, 'kecn- 
!■(' M every window ' It will Hte— ii will ivrll—it tlmci« oui 
Ins : waada' >■ I nuy thrmigli the hmitc ibit niiihi, I raniMM 
Ul lb* bljtM The adtroAiina hour* nuke it umnc b) mMlnifhl, 
■■ JiipicM watcben he«r and fear a wild tuuthwcu 

* ^^n, be RiU ! Ob ! a tbouiand weepers pra) tm in a|[<Mi]r 
^ «aAB( ibrttei, liUCBed for that vmte, twi u wa> mm uucrcd ~- 
■M MMnd tiB, when the butli came. Mine omiU ixm (ed 11 ; itU, 
■feia lb* mm rcturaed, hi» lagbi wm nlgbi tu tome ' ' 
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of ' Villette/ and this, particulariy, with the cr 
though all may not agree with Wemyss Reid thj 
author '' out of the dull record of humble woea» ma 
by no startling episodes, adorned by few of the Be 
of poetry, created such a heart-history as res 
to this day without a rival in the school of En 
fiction to which it belongs/' 



Wa ahall pass rapidly over the closing years of 
Charlotte Bronte's life. With tbc publication of 
* Villcttc' her literary career ended. 

In December, 1K52, she received a propotal of mar- 
rtAgt front Mr. Nicholh, who for several year^ had 
lived the life u{ a Christian gentleman at Haworth as 
her lather's curate ; who had had ample opportunities 
yl knowing her as she really was : and who&c affectir>n 
had deepened and strcnKthcncd with his knowledge. 
She was wholly unconscious nf his attachment, and 
ts dccUration came upon her al first as a F;reat, but 
not altogether painful surpri^. it was not that she 
ted Dot had other ofTers of marriage ; but never before 
had the offer been one based on a chivalrous dcrotion 
10 the woman. She thus found herself called out of 
tbc lonely and sad life to which she had doomed her 

VOL. IJ. 2J 
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prototype. Lucy Snowe, to a life consecrated by 
affection. She was not disposed to put aside or ■»- 
denalue the blessing that had come upon her. Iiutcad 
of loneliness, pleasant companionship ; instead of 
trust or misreprcscntationi perfect sympathy. 
she would allow herself to accept it. ho«revcr. sfac 
went to her father. Mr. Brontv's bitterness of chanc- 
tcr seemed to revive under the influence of the revdb- 
tiun. Whether it was jealousy, or pride^or 
ambition, — whatever the motive, — he burst into a 
sion of ir.di;;nation, andinsisted that Mr. Ni< 
receive an immediate refusal. His daughter complird. 
she felt it to be her duty to sacrifice herself to ktr 
father's will ; but it was a lacrifict. Mr. Nicbous 
rcsi};iK-d the curacy he had held so long, and prcpttrtd 
to leave the place associated now with so dreary a dis- 
af^pcintment. Charlotte, meanwhile* suffered dceph • 
h\:\ (iid not waver in the line of conduct forced vpoe 
iii-i. Ill ;^.iin Mime slight relief, she went on a nts: 
tu 1.4 r.d' r. ; and aftcn%ards to Mrs. Gaskcil. tbr 
r. \Lii^:. .ir.il her future biographer, at Minchcslt*. 
li.i: si:L- iciurried home to her grief. And here «« 
IT i. t ... tc • r.e more letter, not only because it 
::'. il'jtri il her feelin^H, but because It 
t:.. ca.. : tiie estrangement between Mist M< 



uid herself. It watt written on the 13th of April, 

" Your last kind letter ought to have been answered 
kmg lince, and would have been, did 1 &nd it practic- 
able to proponion the promptitude of the response to 
the value I place upon my correspondents and their 
coainuRications. Vou will easily undcn>tand, bow- 
ever, that the contrary rule often holds good, and 
that the epistle uhith importunes often takes prece- 
dence of that which interests. My publishers cxpreu 
entire satisfaction with (he reception which has 
been accorded to VilUtU. And, indeed, the majority 
r of the reviews has been favourable enough. You 
ft will be aware, however, that there is a minority, 
B waall in character, which views the work with 00 
H lavourable eye- Currer Bell's remarks on Romanism 
H have drawn down un bim the condif^n displeasure nf 
^B the Hifih Church party, which displeasure has been 
^H cDaqtat vocally expressed through their principal organs, 
^H tht Caar^MJi, the Eitgh\h CkMnhmjn, and the ChnxtuH 
^^k Hmatmhnmerr. I can well understand that some uf the 
^^Hcbarcc* launched against me by these publications 
^^HwUl tell hsavily tu my prejudice io the minds of must 
^^^■eadcrt. But this must be borne; and for my part, 
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I can suffer no accusation to oppress mc much i»r:..i 
is not supported by the inward evidence of Cor.%«:ei:T 
and Kcas(»n. * Kxtrcmes meet/ says the pr.^^tr*" 
in pnM)f whereof I would mention thai Miss Mars:-ri, 
t:nds with VxlUtU nearly the samo faults as !•« 
I'u^-cyilcs. She accuses mc of attacking Popery ' » !i 
virulenLC,' of i^Dinj; out of my way to as\ault : 
• pissmnaicly/ In other respects she has shoi*Ti. w ••. 
leference to the work, a spirit so strangely and •••'ti- 
ptwtcdly acrirrv'niM'js. that I have gathered cl-;-:*^? 
t' icll her lli.il tl:e i;'.ilf nf mutual differeni^e l<:«tr- 
\\KT A\v\ ir.e IS ^i> \\:de and deep, the hn.!^-c ■ r u- - 

^.« !i.:!^.t an I '.ir^wert.iir.. I have c-me l«» the l r. * - 

th.t: f:v :;:it:U i::!erL'ur -e w.-uld be m''st p«' ■ -* »' : 
•.:r.:t !'. :s.i!»le. a:: I r..i\c bv.r^td t«» a!*- urn :n' i:. *. 
! : . -; : 't . ttl M»«:l t » ht:. Ol ».'i.;rsc she \\ n >* ^trw 

1' : ■:.•:•. I -a ,, Mr. IJ: •:::• pir-stt 1 :n h:^ a-:i^- 
: •' • ^I:. N: : !!•* ; but i! i:.i\c \\.i\ a! \x^\ •*:• t 
: :....:•: . ?■.:!•::; jII-:^ i!:!:. He bc^^; : hrr • 

t ■. . \ .. «, <^. • ■ .( .(.•.(.■• i' '"i.C^ »».\ ^_ ■*. 

\ ■ ; . ■ • * : {'. -u'. .i::.i *."ntcr.tr:'.e-.: r ;.. Af^ 

1 :. :.♦ A (;::!:c^. attract c J h\ r.cw 
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objects, laid uide her pen almost entirely ; and a> 
Ur. Nicbolh sympathued but little with literary effort, 
cheerfully repressed " the t;ift " which had for so many 
ycart been to her a pleasure and a pain. That she would 
aHrayt have been able to stillc the impulses of her 
gcniua we can hardly believe ; but before she could 
RcoDcile its claims with those of her uifcly duties she 
was called away, following her sisters to what may 
welt be called a premature grave. She was taken ill 
in Jaouar>-, 1S55, but at first the i^ympioms were not 
alannini;. and her husband and friends hoped she was 
suffcrini; from only a lemporar)' indisposition. It was 
•ceo, however, that they did not abate. Gradually 
she grew weaker; loon w> weak that she was compelled 
to take to her bed : and a terrible alarm filled the 
beartsof both husband »nd father. In an interval of 
fCit from the delirium and nausea that enfeebled her. 
■he whispered in her huivband's car, "Oh I I am not 
going to die, am 1 ? He will not separate us : — we 
have been so happ>'." But the separation came ; and on 
Saturday morning, March jtst, the melancholy chime 
of the Hawonh bells announced that Charlotte Unintt> 
waa no more. She died, leading a name that all 
Engltth-apeaking nations wilt respect : and the memor>- 
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of one who, as Miss Martineau wrote, wms t0 
truth, endowed with ''the deep intuitions of a jpfM 
woman, the strength of a man, the patience of a here. 
and the conscientiousness of a saint.** 




HARRIET MARTINEAU. 

A.D. 1802-IS76. 



I. 

Hamibt Martineau, as all will admit. wa« a 
remarkaDlc woman ; remarkable by virtue of her 
mental endowmcnti ; remarkable for force of character : 
remarkable in bcr loni; and active career ; and re- 
mariuble in her ready acceptance of the crude 
tpeculationi of an inferior mind ; but remarkable, 
bc)-ond cvcrj-lhing, for her cKotism. This egotism 
reached positively sublime prDportiuns- It led her 
not OBly to believe that she had controlled the will 
of ftatetinen, influenced the councils of ministries. 
•ad directed the currents of popular opinion, but to 
proDOaocc judgment with a complacency that nuihtng 
coald disturb on the most illustrious of her cun- 
temporaries. In its reflected light, moreover, she 
aaw those who belonged to her, surrounded her, or 
wcre admitted to her friendship. It inspired her to be 
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as laxish of undcsened praise as of inds&4r:xr..r.i*; 
censure. It was a ^ocd thinj; to be admitted »;:: - 
hcT cirLlt; to be outside of it was to be r.<i»he:T 
N<.\cr was there a ut.man uh • had so firrr. a bel:c: " 
l:ti->tlt; in ll:i^, as in f'lher respects, she ua* ir.- 
rt; le^tMalive < I the hitppiiy limittd tla^s «.f r'ln'.i : 
rt! :i:.t.: . \\\v^ ihir.k the u-rld is (ut <•! j«.:r.:, *: : 
::..:: ::.'.;. ;i:l I'm t<» set it ri;^h.l. It i^ sc!i rr. »: 

• ;;:.<.. ti..it ^" niossal a ^ellasstrt:\n :s all.c : : 
««-.:.}: ::.:<. !le«.tual lucid it v. il.trnct Martir.cau w ..i 
-i*. tvi.:;. ! ' 'i\ \ we.ikr.t^^e h;:! her iwr.. Ur. :; r 

• ti'.i: l..ir. !. ii is -cli-m ir..it ■•» trcrr.cr. ;. -..s *• 
t ^ ■ \\-r.\ : N c • - 1 X >t «. :: • \\\\\\ m » ! • u: ! i - s a 1 1 rr pc : ar- : - : 
SI:-- \v.! l, tj'j \ -r-..i:i.:td. ar.i >.:c*.etici ir. s<.-r-.-j 
lit }.:;;;:•. ^ c* :1. m. .tV- ;:t her. Or.c wh - k't* 
!■. : V. ■. .1 .t'. •. :. th.»it a!! h.tr *.er\ar.:s ar.ci j,.r.. - 
\''. '..'•.. U'. :'. 'i«.\« tt : : ■ her. In Le sure, ::.:> r-i; 
: . •■ :^^:: : .t::!\ <!;.•. : :: ^ :a^: that thcv wcr^ r-- 

.;..'. ' : ;.;:!:.:!.: ;t^. I'.i;t. after r^..^ ^j 
V.' :: . : ::.! .i-^iiIk: a ^ "t ic- 
:: t c it ::.'.:.: •? »;c:'.:.iiitv :r. her i.^: 
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mental lod moral gifts were many and brilliant, and she 
coqM hardly possesi them in such measure without the 
analogous errors, whether of exce&s or deficiency, 
which usually detract Trom their value and injure their 
nsefulneu. She could hardly have done what 
admittedly she did do but for her severe and un. 
wavcrioK doj^malism. The hmt condition for carrj-inR 
conviction to others is. that your own conviction 
•boold be as fixed as the law of the Mcdes and 
hrvians. The principles of political economy which 
the enforced so eloquently were accepted all the more 
readily by her readers because it was evident that 
■be henclf had no duubt of their truth. But this 
do|{mali*ni became offensive when applied to all 
vubjccts: and even ridiculous when it was exercised 
a^atntt all rrligiou^ systems. People could 00 
loof^ acquiesce when they found Harriet Martincau 
delivering her %'CTdict agsinst Christianity as com* 
poacdiy as against the Com Laws. The thought 
occurred to ihrm. though it did not occur to ktr, that 
abc might be mistaken. Much more truly of Harriet 
Maitioeau than of Macaulay might it be said that she 
vaa "cockaurc of everything." Misgiving, to quote 
Ur. Greg, seems to have been a sensation that waa 
alicB to her constitution. This sclf-suflSciency, 
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unaccompanied by her f^rcat powers of intciicct. 
would, of course, have been fn^te&que and cffes- 
sivc : as it was, the world found it vcrj- hard to 

l)car. 

The best defence of it that wc can find ha% beta 
made by Mr. (irep^. He speaks of her mar^xlio-* 
productiveness, and the unequalled nipid;ty wxia 
wbith <\\\: turned our her admirable stoncv a» 
tcndini: to cultivate her self-confidence to an estrava- 
.:;ant dii^rcc. ** No one who worked as quickly or « 
b.ard c\cr wi-rkcd as well. It seemed alm*'%t^-<,u:te 
*.(» t'» h'T»^t!f — * as if it were t;iven her in that s.imc h.«r 
what ^l;e si'.' -u 1:1 say.' There was no lop^ hn:x«i:-£. 
r. » mc'iitatiM:^, no slow pri»ccss of hatchm,; inchoate 
::• rrr'^. ni* p.tintul c«''.leLti<ms nf ample an'i careful. y 
^ ::•. I rTi.itc:: lis : tb.e plan and the table of c ^.terrti 
•! itr I -Iv ^. as ii were, tLiNncd upi>n her iilke tSe 
::• . t :.s <f a p-'ct: the t\t<.'.itivr cty:cicr..y •?' her 
•:•■": ' :■ , • V, .1 . .»Vs.«l'.:lclv lir.riv.illei : her ^' . '.c «a% 

•■.>•■ . *■ i:'.;. ti' ::■: \\\m <';jtve!. clear, lutii. %:^t-^::v 

•■;.?.. '■:;; ut tra.e *•! effort, and nc^er. *o tar 

T' ••.'••.':. cr, 1 elr.i\:r*..^' the Uintest i^p^c jst.^ 

'\ !::•.'.': .i::-.b:t:« us unimi; uhuh arc the 
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l:.:-^ e-.;! :\ ■ctrrv* l" us exce^si%-c ; but let tt« 
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the BM which Mr. Greg mskcs of it. He thinlta 
that considering such extraordinary powers, her 
cootcimisness of aboundinf; energj-, the suddenness 
and complctenesii of her success, and the fame and 
adulation with which she was surrounded in timcn 
Ot great excitement and amid circles of da/2liD£ 
brilliancy, her self-conhdcnce, however regrettable, 
was not only natural, but its absence would have been 
miraculous. The truth is, he adds, that doubt seems 
lo have been a state uf mind unknown to her. " She 
never rrctmudend her opiniuns. or mused over her 
jodgments. They were instantaneous insighls, not 
deliberate or ptradual deductions. It scarcely seemed 
to occur to her that she (ould be wrong ; that 
tboosands of eminent or wi%e men difl'cred from her 
never appeared ta sucRcst the probabihty." Accepting 
thia defence, we are forced lo say that it invalidates 
lo a very considerable extent the preceding praise. 
Tbc intellect mif;ht have been clear which pronounced 
•o djctatorially ; the transcendent egotism might 
hare been, as it was, accompanied by vast energy. 
|Kat capacity for work, and never-failing readine^at 
bol the ktgktr genius was indisputably wanting. 
TbaiB was Ulent— plenty of it— brisk, active, ready, 
fcftile talent, but nothing more. We can conceive of 
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nn su^li ^tl:-*.op.rivlcncc as blinding the gcRi.% -^ 
Si;;ik-pi.i:t. tT Nculim. t»r (ii»cthc : fr ihc «-■ 
t«^r.::.it.rv'- -l H.iiiitl Marti::tau li>«»k .iwav frorr. \:.z 

m 

nu::: »l lai.:v j^tisi-n but Iicr*»tll. rcsi«l\ci the » •: 
ir.t- ;i ' :v.c:;..::;^ u!:ua i'.»m:cJ ri»ur:d her ^«- 

lU. .'.•.:'. .. ' : vlcj^'NC Sat.iri tri»m the thri r.e «.*t Hr. 
A: i. .;::l: .i!!. wiurc is i:;c rcsi;i: ••1 the tremcri -• 
pi'W?.:^ :::..: ,.\\: K,\.\\r,.{:A i'»r l.t: ? IIow muwh : ::■ 
\\:r. V.:.! ;.-.•, • Ult i.i.:Iiiu:'.'N t.ilcs, perhaps. :;* 
* Di •.:';: •. .' ,ir..i l:tr l;-' k «■! lia^'.trn Travels ; *" . 
tl.L :. .i:l ;. .: .;\ li.t bt-t ••t limr k::: i Ir.c:: 
:• :;;:::.: .":■:; :: J--^>r^ *■ " b:i.!:a": ^\ '. r 

i.i:.:. : 1: :.: -t : \Mt;: (ji'-i'^'-. 1.!; t. Lh^ri :!c lir -• 
«: i\l:. M: . (i.i-kt.!! lU: ^-'.nr.^T;: lu) ir. 1 ^ . • 

I* • ■ 

p p- I**"'. ..•^■•■■•••■^ lit ■ '^^^i* * 

*. . . I : ; ■. i L i ^ > '.V 1 1 i AS Jl '.ZX : ' 

: ; r ..:.v .i! I . :. :-.-.\ ta!f arc " IcAJs: ■ 

• * ■•«■ .• ••• «« vV >• •« » * » • ' 
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cantrived for the purpose of letting their author move 
tlicm md Bpealc through tbem. 

In briefly iketching the life of Hirriel Maitineau, we 
ahall of coune draw largely upon her ' Autobiography/ 
which terminates, however, about twenty years 
before her death. It is in its way as icmarkable as 
ita author. As a piece of mental analysis, it is unique. 
No one can doubt its honesty, or that it faithfully 
rrpreacnts its author's mind. \Vc are not inclined to 
blame it because it is so full of that author ; though 
it is amusing to perceive the evident belief that the 
reader will dwell as eaf;crly as ihc hcntclf dwelt upon 
even the minutest particulars of her childhood. But 
We could with it had been more generous m tone ; 
that the egotism had mdulKed less in depreciation of 
otbersi and that it did not quite m; clearly demun> 
Mrate Mits Martineau's belief, that the world's vyv 
waa always lixed upon her, and that she played a 
very important part in the world's doings. 

Harriet Martineau was bom in tSoj. She was the 
4ascfater of a respecuble Norwich manufactunir, 
wkOk tbovch of Huguenot descent, belonged to the 
I dcnomhution. We denve no very distiact 
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impicssiun o! her father {um\ ihc record she ux\ w.rr 
piicd ; \a\\ ihc mother, it is plain, was a cic-.r- 
rc^lltss. (it ►•; malic pcrsc»n, sec u rely contidcnt in re: 
own \Ms(iom. She was hardly happy in her parent- 
tliLV (iul iittlt t<i f^uidc her, and mtthin*; at a.. : 
ciihiNale her at:c«.ti<)ns. She sa\s that oniv t\%ue in :.e: 
eaiU Lhil(ih('(<d did she expeiieHLe anv manifcstatr-r. : 
t«.i.(it:i.ts^ : « r.ce when si:e was sufTcrin^' <rom ear- 
atht, ai:d l:tr parents were moved to compass. • . 
• •ixt li'ir. a ku;d- hearted ladv who witnessed h?: 
alarm .it .1 pm^k lantern c\h:b!tttjn. It is ni> ma.'^:. 
1: tl.t *»ced> « ! s'.me eMl wtrc sown in mi io%cac»>% « 
i hildh>'< (1. 

She was ll:e sixth of a lamily of ei#;ht ; ar-; 
a|; .irtr.lly was velrtttd t«» er.j.-y the s;^c\.iai bcncr.: .: 
ll !. •t\tie.l m.ilerrMl dis*. ijliiie. Her scriMli%er:c\i 
aj;< •:■ t«» l..t\e letn e\\.esi:\e; hut %%as r:f*t ur.icr* 
St- ■ .. ' : .it it.i't r.( t taktr. a^*. -'.int «»1. She tc* «% 
\\.,.\ « :.«. \\'\ ■ :• I tiiii'.k i.tr parents c^cr hai l.t 
sii. ;.: \ \\ A < 1 h.»r "•.;^t::vs ; and as she r-c^r" 

i«: ■ •..:.:;•::. ;l :*■ l.rri^^-.: to sec h'-w the\ c . : 
.t ■::...: ::.L. « ■.; .ic: . r . il t;.t%- Hcrc all <l the sc.'- 
■ •• •• . ;.»:. :•: si' ie-. :.:•- . She o^^n^ tr.at rt* 
; ■ ■•■'.) ii:;.UL ■,;:.:.i' .r . a matter c: p-t 

V..'. '. A\\\ ::.!'..!' .'..:ai *jstincat;./n « i.at 




•vcr, even of the wildest kind. Take an iaatance i^ 
" A nMcic-iantem was exhibiled to us on Christmaa 
Day, and once or twice in the year besides. I used to 
■cc it cleaned by daylight, and to handle all its parts, 
BOdentanding its whole structure ; yet, such via.% my 
terror of the white circle on the wall, and of the 
oxtving slides, thai, to speak the plain truth, the fir»t 
apparition alwa>» brought on bowel complaint ; and, 
■t the age of thirteen, when 1 waii pretending to take 
care of little children during the exhibition. I could 
never look at it without having the back of a chair to 
(rasp, or hurting myself, to carr)* off the intolerable 
sciiNition." Obviously, no parcntu could provide 
acainst the freaks of so impressionable a temperament, 
except by attending to the bodily health, which was 
evidently its cauM. 

Much care was taken of Ihe education of the litilc 
Maf1*n*fM« They learned French and music 
llMfOttgfaly : were made excellent housewives and 
aecdlcwumcn ; and were sent lu a good school, where 
tbcy attained to such classical proficiency thai thc>- 
coold make Latin hcxamctCTi, as to man)' can du, and 
think in Latin, as so few can do. Harnet'i master 
waa a scholar, and apparently rccogniked the good 
praniac uf bis odd, ckvcr, and dca/ little pupil. She 
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took a great delight in reading ; andv of counc. like aII 
active minds» read omnivorouslyp mth a tpccial pf^ 
ference for histor>', poetry, and politics. She sayi d 
herself that her mind was desperately methodicil. 
and without method true educational progress is is- 
possiblc. The Duke of Wellington asserted that then 
were not two generals in England who, having got tea 
thousand men in Hyde Park, copid get them out agaift. 
We have known ver>' few boys or girls who, havu;( 
Kot a number of facts into their head, knew what \» 
do with them, or how to arrange them so as to ha«t 
them ready when wanted. We do not recommend, 
however. Miss Martineau's excessive pronene%s t: 
systcm.ili/in^ : — 

** Mverything/' she says, " mu%t be made tabular 
t'nat would at all admit of it. Thus, I adopted in as 
imTTun^c hurrv Dr. Franklin's vouthful and abicrj 
plan (^f pnckmi; down his day's virtues and vices uodc? 
hcM<ls. 1 found at ffncc the diflficulty of mappK 
lilt rr. r.i! (;i]alities. and had to give it up. — at I 
] :tM2mL- l:c tiad too. Hut I tned after «««mctkxrx 
(.;::!c as f>» "lish. and with immense perseverance. - 
! . '....'ht \\ w.>.;!J l>c a fine thing to di%tnbu:c 
>.::pi'jrc ir.struLtiins under the heads \A tbc 
\.:t.:cs jLi\\ \iLts, so as to have encouragement cc 
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\ s^Mlte always ready al hand. So I made (as on to 
maoy other occasions) a paper book, ruled and 
duly headed. With the Old Testament I got on very 
well : but I was annoyed at ihc difficulty with the 
New. I knew it to be of so much more value and 
importance than the Old, that 1 could not account 
for the imiall number of cut and dry commands. 
I twisted meaninea and wordinj^, and made 
fil^ratitx things into precepts, before 1 would give 
ap : but after rivalling any old I'untan preacher 
in my fire use of Scripture, I was obliged to 
own that I could not construct the system I wanted." 
Religious truth was an object of early interest to 
bcr inquisitive mind. Bred up in an atmosphere of 
tUopcal L'nilarianiim, she groped her way painfulh 
towards the light, but never found it. Up to the age of 
twenty her creed was dimply this: — She believed in a 
God milder and more beneficent and passionlcu than 
tbc God of the orthodox, inasmuch as He would not 
doom any of His creatures to everlasting torment. 
She did not al any lime belic%-e in the I>cvil, but 
nfarded him as an allegorical pertontfication of Stn, 
while she thHughl eternal punishment stood for 
eternal detriment. She believed in inestimable and 
eternal rewards of holiness, though never in her life, 
vou II. 33 
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could oot be true the does not deign to inform the reader. 
She ftdhcred to the former, she says, after St. Paul : as if 
St. Paul did not believe in the soul's everlasting life. 

It must in justice be said that she strutted alter 
light. She prayed " night and mnminf; " until she 
was of mature age ; but then she did not pray with 
ajiy faith in a personal Saviour, any belief that Jesus 
the Son of Man was also the Son of GikI. She studied 
the Bible incessantly and immensely; both by daily 
reading of chapters, after " the approved but mis* 
chicvous method," and by RctlinK hold of all commen- 
taries and works nf elucidation that she could lay her 
hands on. She got hold tif the works of Dugald 
Stcwail, of Hartley, and Priestley, plunged boldly into 
the rnaxe of metaphysics, and sought to grapple with 
the m>-»terious cjurslions of ftirc-kn()wledgc and free- 
trill. Having no other guide than her own sclf<reliant 
intellect, it is no wonder that she became a Necessa- 
rian, and adopted firmly the conviction of the invan- 
able action of fixed taws. The effect upon her 
theological sntcm could not be otherwise than 
powerful. She presently perceived, and look instant 
advantage of the discmer>— one which was itniRgely 
IcA br her to make 1— that the practice of pnyer. as 
prrrailiaff throughout Christendom, is wholly unau- 
23-a 
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thnii til \>\ tliL New TcNtamcnl ' Hi«\v she arr:.?: 
at liiis '• ili*«LOVLry " she iIdcs n«'t icll us. Jir.vi ^: 
canrii't ^'l;L^-.: tiT to the apprclicnsion of the Lhr.*;.*? 
tliL- \L"rv icvLisc i^ true. Hut her idea oi Lhr:\:..- 
pi.i\Lr inusi iiave been va;;ue. indeed. Mr.wc 
lh« i.^;i;l » i it a^ an^\ve^m^ preLi^t') to ihc dcv.;:^: -. 
ot thai rJKiiiNaic prayer uhieh Chiist repmbalcd ' \^ : 
nttd r.t't he urpnsed that, having n:adc this diu.«.-\c:' . 
silt cha:./L(l i;<.i own met);«'d ; ;;raduail\, pirhaps. : .: 
tje^:r.r.inu: inirr.ediatcU and decidedly. " Not kno»:r« 
\sii.it u..'- ^;''': Uii me, and hc:r.^' sure that c*?' 
e.\:u:..i! ihiv.^ w-kAA ci«me ti> pa-.s just ihc vir:, 
wi.cli.'.: I hi.Ltl it<'r n-'t, I ceased t-* deMrc. ani tr.cr: 
ii'iL :-' pray l«»r, ii:.\;!;in^ external. — whether ' ^* . 
bica-!.' I-: hL.iiiii. i<r iite for mvscil nr others, or ar . 
ti...... ui..it(.\tr hut spritual i^aosi. 1 hen I tor a . *«, 

tii.c iiLW ti.v lir.e. Man\ vears after I had v>ut*:7va* 
ti." v:..i.:. i :.'. »^ »l wishing t»ir I knt\% n*«l uhat.- 
p!.;. •..: t : ur-..it :r.:^h.t cither L-e j^tiixi or cs... 
• : '..: .1 ! : • ;':.i\ : r ^}:;::;:ai bc;'.cr;t^. I can har^- 
;. : : ; ::/. ...li .:.,: ; :• : I ti'«'k ti.c necessarian « .e« 

i.\'. : :: ' ; . Li : :::. i-i ;ia\L:, — tiial it b:oUi;ht a^c*.:. 
• ' :■ .:•.:..!: ui. :t - "Vm: ^n^.-mj lishmert ty :: : 

.:. : . \v;.;J; it c\i.;ted and cher:%hr^: 
i . : : ::::". Mir.jit. and x; iricwon^i 
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wHh tba view of a revelation of a Kheme of SAlvation, 
that it » dear that the one or the other view must soon 
five way." In Miss Martineau's case, unfortunately, 
both c^ve way : and we hope it is not uncharitable to 
ancrt that she never knew the Christian view either 
of pni>'er or of the " scheme of salvation.*' 

Her feinRuIar egotism and her sense of lupcriorily 
to all ordinary- practiircH and opinions, arc shown in 
tbc following passage, based, we need hardly say, on 
a curious misunderstanding of the meaning and spirit 
alike of prayer and praise : — 

" What I could not desire for myself, I could not 
ibink of stipulating for for others; and Ihu^. in recard 
to petition, my prayers became simply an aspiration, — 
'Thy will be done!' But still, the department of 
praiie remained. I need hardly say thai I soon drew 
back in shame fmm offering to a Uivinc being a homage 
which would be offensive to an eanhly one ; and when 
Ihit pnwticc was over, my de%'ot>ons conM-^ted in 
aspirmtion,— very frequent and heartfelt, — under all 
citTomstaaces and in^uences. and much as I meditate 
now, almost hourly, on the mysteries of life itnd the 
wiivcnc, and the great science and art u( human duly. 
In proportion as the lami of fear and desire and self* 
ivfanl IcU off, and the mcdiuiton had fact instead of 




passion ior its subject, the aspiration bccanic freer -iri 
swcctL-r, till at length, when the selfish supcrstiti r. 
had whnlly ^jnnc nut of it, it spread its charm lhr»Ui;!^ 
c\cr\ thani;c t)f every wakin;; hour, — and dues n^/ti, 
when lite itself is expirin);/* A w»/is/i sufcf\ttU"n ' Sj*.."; 
i. tile term which Harriet Maitineau applies to :hr 
t.mh lli.il has been accepted by thousands i»! mtr.it 
n- I less ;^ifled. many, indeed, more richly K>ft<^<i* *"*" 
her owr^. ; that has consoled the hearts of mnurr.er- 
al le n.en and WDrnen, nt>t less pure than herself, r.-.t 
le^-^ e*«i:sci"Us 111 aspirati'H.s free and s\%ccl ' U^X :.c: 
ar:;v:n.Lril is vitiated by o:;e >;reat llaw. No Ar.al ... 
c.tr. justly be drawn between the Most H:>;h (j J^i 
li.e Chrislian ciecJ and a feeble, crnn^;, cart:..;. 
Sii\t:cu:: : r.i'i between the worship, rc\crcnJ AT.i 
1 m:;.:. «'f;ere'l i<n the altar of the I)i\!nc and the ai«- 
i :t. :. r llaltery heajed at the lect .-f the HumAr. 
N : i ■•- s sl.c St tin to understand that the heart :s 
I .:.''i .i:: 1 n;.i !e better 1} indul,;in;; m adrr.irali n 
t :...!:' .it :•■ i.Tcit :irii ;;"«».l. 

I: . ::.:.:.;•. ::..t; . t* v-:.. ei\e •■f Harriet Martir.eA- 

• ■ .: .ir. i .1 ; .i\:\: .iJtcr .i l«ilt\ ideal durin^: her 

::::. -,.» L ;.:!.!};• -^ >.! ; and m %Xta£^z 

•■ , : \. . '...:. :l:U^:; '::s t:r. lirSij that \.i»n'.:.:t 
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motlwr'B love. As she grew older, and grew stronger 
both in mind and body, she grew bolder ; aspiration 
KMTC way to sctf-satisfied conviction. The morbid 
■clf-rcproach was replaced by an extravagant Klf^con- 
•cioumcss, and thenceforth ahe went on her way, 
acting up always to a high standard of rectitude, but 
patting a&idc the faiths, the hopes, the judgments of 
the many as baubles beneath the notice of a mature 
and wtll-balanced intellect. 

The death of her father having involved the family 
in the dikcomrori of narrow circumstances, Miss 
Ifartmcau endeavoured to secure an independent 
livelihood by the use of her pen. She had already, 
beiorc her father's death, prepared and published 
a little volume of ' Devotional Exercises,' but this 
bad been confined in its circulation tu a very limited 
public. She now bethought herself of the employment 
<rf fiction as a vehicle for the exposition and populan- 
•atioo of the great pnnciplcs of M>cial and political 
economy. The idea was a new and a happy one ; and 
ccmld hardly have been rcalucd at a mure opportune 
time, for in the reign of Ocorge IV'. the English public 
was beginning tu awaken from its long political lorpoc, 
snd to iBscri its rights against the dominant class- 
It was desirable that its action should be 
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Kif^fratHtatne HI'///*/;. 



■^ui(!t 1 h\ an ir.lclli^cnt aj prclit-nsK-n •■! :}-.c La:i."a. 
lriill;s h\ uhith icfurm is cliffcrcnliiiUil frMiyi rcv« '.uti r 
T»' i!-.c**c liiith**. presented in ihc sttrc««l\pi J 1- :m ci i^ 
tii-.it its AvA elaborate manuals. Xhn piil lie \\*>u!d hi^r 
\ieKie(l nr» attention. It was neicssar\ t«> appeal • 
its cnr.viLli«'ns through thtima$;inatii»n .mci the fcrlir.j-* 
ar.d sulI: uas Miss Martiiieau's design. She accord 
ir.i^ly wnle th.c talc of *Thc Kioiers '. — but then ca."?:« 
tl.v (lift'ii i:Il\ <f seeuiin;; a publisher. In h.cr * A-t - 
bit'^rapliy' slic rcc<»r(ls in a seraphic and arruv.r^- 
narrati\e her stru;:::Ies. her disupp* intrrcr.ts. r?r 
:r.!(.:\ iew^, l.tr e«>mrr.:;r.icati-ns, h.er alter: 4t:or.% 
\\' pe a:)d tear. I'la she was dcterm:r.til t c.X'.T, • 
h*. .11 :::::. 'M-.e p.:!>!i*-hers t^Kl };er th.at the ^:. !e:4 ard 
U.v \\\\ rirs ]i:!I i:.id tffeLtuall) j ren.i. .i;'ied l!"f pjjii . 
•■;:.:. ^i'.v i!: ! :-.« t believe it. Si.e leiic\c.i that. .- 
:! ' «. : :: iv.. tlic a^ititiiri th.^ v.:t.:iSt'» -a as :j.\'-.j.rab!r 



■ *. : !:;..: ti.ere ^^a^ e\tr\v\h.t:'j a :ca.i:r.c-^ 

■ ■ . I .: • !;■.'. •- \ :::::, - 1 ^r t v e i •» . . * : r. : ::c b> • : . 

•. :: . .:. i .*;;■> tr.*. :r rcrtv ::e-. .\t '.*•! 

■ ! '■ t K' • f • Ml- •-■'•". ^- r * , •• .1 • . 

i ■.. *Vi k,i • k^.l> . .a- .•■•!» .. Ak.^ ..• 
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tht fint edition. He idded thst the demand led hEm to 
pfopo M to print 2000. A postscript stated that since the 
fovqpiiDKwaa written he had found that 3000 would be 
wanted. A second postscript proposed 4000, and a third. 
3000. The press was unanimous in approval ; daily, 
weekly, and monthly papers nil joined in a chorus of cor- 
dial praise. The Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, which had previously regarded the proposed 
wrica with little favour, now wanted it at any price i 
umI Mr. Joseph Hume./iciTr pnHctp% of parliamentary 
■conomisls, was equally liberal on behalf of a new 
Society, over which he presided. Members of Parlia- 
mentsent down shoals of blue-bonks to Miss Martincau's 
qaici rural residence : and her correspondence assumed 
■och EiRantic proportions as to startle the bucolic 
mind. Half the hobbies of the House of Commons, 
and countless hobbies of private individuals, were 
recommended to her for treatment in her series, mi>«l 
of them tuvinK no connection at all with its plan or 
The successful authoress found it requisite 
e to London, where she settled in a house in 
Flodyer Street, Westminster ; and renolutely entered 
on that literary career which bniuj;ht to her an ample 
independence, and cave her a dclinile position 
anoni; the female writen of England. 
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Ilcr I .lU-s i>t I*(>IilicaI Mconomy were issued i.'r.«.c 
a m(»nlh, .md llic scries comprises ci>;hlccn. Niiei;i\e^A 
vci\ iiUcu^tiiii; dcscripliim of the system she (oIIuiAcd 
in ihtii t'lisliULlioii : — 

*' I fiiinishcd nnscll," she savs, "uiih all ihc suni- 
aid wciks 4*11 the subject of uhat I then tiKjk to be 
a s^ier.Lc. I had made a skeleton plan of the course. 
ci'ir.piLlH.'iiiiii;; ih.e four divisions — rnxluction, Distn- 
butiin. l.\«.tian;;c, and Consumption; and, in onlcr 
ti> save n.v r.Livts tiuin bein^ (i\cr\vhelmed with the 
tiu)U;;hl ••! what I had undeituKcn, 1 resolved c .-: 
til K'i*k UuT.i] t};e department en which I «a% 
er.;;a;;ed. 1 iie s'ubvii\is:.*i;s arian^ed thcmsci\cs a\ 
1 1 at u:. til) .l^ I lie pi i mar) ones, ar.d when n:\ suljevt 
was (.pr !:^.il as Sla\e l.^btfui ■ I announced :t a% 
M.(.!i. H. I '«.:.; r.<'it.d my I'wn leading ideas or the 
suIijLvt K: :*. ::.e. I timk down inv IxkjLs and read the 
tiL.i:::^:.: : :..ai pai titular s-..ljei.t in each ol thcrr. 

I'! itteitr;ce on a separate khecl S : 



n. I?..:..; :. 
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i'* ■» 



tavi: I "'r., ..:. : :<. ^t:.l::'.ln^ mvsLit from ^lar.cin^ c^cr. 
: :i.e s^t.:;e At\l nature nl my s:i.r>. 

... : '. :..:.,t. u.l l\ m\ c<dlecti\e d;ia^t.« 
i: ■. I a':- >..: a :r.- ::..:. ^ :i u^rk to i;ai:.er 

i..: : ^. 1 i.t r;t\l p;(.»vCHS, cKwupv ^ 

.i:. (..<.:.:.. \. !.;.:. I i;ad (.i.c t<> i»parcp ur the 
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\%, was making the Summary of Principles which 
ia found at the end of each number. Thi& waa the 
mo*t laborious part of the work, and that which I cer- 
tainly considered the most valuable. 

" The next process was to embody each leadin); 
principle in a character, and the mutual operation of 
tbc»e embodied principles supplied the action of the 
Mor^-. It was necessary lo have some accessories, — 
wmc outworks to the scientific erection ; but I limited 
tbcM! as much ab possible ; and 1 believe that in ever)' 
intancc they really were rendered subordinate. An 
boor or two sufficed for the outline of my story. If 
tbc scertc was foreign, or in any part of Ungland with 
Mrhich I was not familiar, I sent to the library- for 
books of travel or topography, and ihe Loilcctini* and 
Dating down hints from these finished the second 
day's wurk. The third day's toil was the severest. 
I reduced my maicnal (o chapters, makmg a copious 
table of contents fur each chapter on a separate sheet, 
00 which I noted down, not only the action of the 
personages and the features of the siene, but all the 
political economy which it was their busioeu to 
convey, whether by cxempUlicatiun or convcrsaliun, — 
■0 as to absorb all the materials pruvided. This waa 
not always completed at one siltini;, and it made me 




^r>4 ReprcsiutaUvi Wonun. 

s»'T!utinus sick u ilh fati;:uc ; but it was usu.iiU ti«»r.e - 
nno (l;iv. After that, all the rest wa* easy. I parti 
mv paper ; and then the stor\* went off hke a letter. 
I ruver ct>iil(l decide whether I most cnjt.»\ed wnt:-^ 
the (lesLiiptions. the narrative, or the .ir^umrrtaln? 
or t\pi»sit«»ry ct>nversationb. I liked each best whrle 

1 \v;is .il'*uit It." 

As ii» t!ie (l.iily work done, it averaged l\%e!ve pacr« 
a day, e.ich pa^'e containing:: thirty-three lines. 

It is i'!nii>us that fiction composed on this clab^^n^e 
'-yste:'!'! \\«>iiKl «iften he deficient in sportaneit\. and .t 
s'/\r:.il I't* the Tales the didactic element :s vi:vai^t«- 
.»1>1\ p:"::ii::i.r.t. The characters. m4>rc' vcr, arc. k\ 
:n:^'!'l 1>L expected. l<»o frequently mere la\ -riT-rc^. 
• r-.NtriiLteii t-i I lie s..|e purpose »»I be ini; decked ^ut m-.th 
t:.r:: :v. t^*. iV "pin!i»ns. "Im.j fretjuen!!) thc\ are p<^s;::\t!* 
i". . ir. ! tl:eref"re inartistic : ar! their sa\:"0 
K\r \\\\k\\\ ir!n»r.N;sti T'.t \\\\\\ the en.:;!: r% 
■.; w \'\K\\\, In f.ivt. M:^s Nf .irtinc^,; Y^i 
■'. ■: r . :-. '.ra. !e:;.Mti-»n. Slic ». u! i ^•*r*tr. .: 
.. .: rv.i! i. 1-..1 sill- *...'.il,! r. : rrprr^cr: 
• : v. :•".•.:". Hir L:reat /■''•* ^^-i'* Icv^rr- 
! .i!\v t\s s. I \i\:i .md j:v! -rf**; jc i* 

:: • :■ . •• ;::! » t r/et^jlnc^s --f t.'-.e iTprvb.*- 
*: :•. a:: 1 ti.e ir.*.iir.Mstenw:cs kA tr< 
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Jr t M MJM pcntma. In ' BlU of Gureloch/ for instuice. 
we are w carried along by the animation of the 
Ungoace and the beauty of the pictures, that we do not 
■top to think of the absurdity of a Scottish fishwife 
nttcrinK Matthusian viL-wii on the population question. 
TbU, however, is one of the best of the series. Equal 
in merit seems to us ' Life in the Wilds,' and ' The 
Hamlets.' Miss Martincau is always most &ut:ceMful, 
because most spontaneous, when on En[;lihh ground; 
■he wrote then from experience and actual knowledge 
latber than from the data laboriously accumulated b\ 
a comparison of authorities. The talcs in which the 
scenes and characters arc foreign smell of the lamp; 
■ad the defect of excessive elaboration is as apparent 
in tfacm as in her later novel — an apothcoMs of 
Tovssaint I'Ounrture — ' The Hour and the Man.' 

But we have somewhat anticipated the order of 
a!«cots. Chronolo^cal accuracy rmjuircs a paiticu- 
luiaation of dates. Her ' Illustrations uf Political 
Ecaoomy' may be considered to include the tales 
dealing with the Poor Laws and Paupcnsm. x^^y 
1S34. and Taxation, 1834. Roughly speakm),-, they 
■xtcodcd over a period of three or four years, linleaa 
we (o ^*^^ *» '1^^' Riotcn ' in t>X>, and 'The 
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'I urn-Ovit ' in I^J7. In i> ;«> she had pubiixhc i ^- -- 
i(U;il .kttihcso! life and nature in the Holv Lan:i a!!'- 

m 

tmu <t tl.f C'omin;^' i»f Our L«»rd, under the lillc of ' T-* 
tliti'T.s nf TaUstinc :' and \vc think il was m the v»— r 
vcartb.;it scrru- rri/cs offered hv the Hritish anJ V* rt — 
['r.itari.iH As*>m.iati«»n fur essavs on the best rr. Jr 

m 

cxttr^ilir.'^' :ir. I'l.itarian pnjpaijanda, fell to her ikz\. 

Her li r.:^' and brilliant series of tale* w:!h i 
pi:rj"« ^e i:.iir.e«i l.er a ver\- wide reputation and c - • 
^iiiir.iMi ir.tlucr.ee. th«»UL:h it is by no means re*e* 
s.t:\ t" ■■:i; • ^t- tl:at they rai^^ed her t'» such a p-»:V - 
<t I :? -trv.M r.L V as sJ:e dev<.rihe"» in her * \\lX r - 
• '.::.ij!:\ .* Si'.e -eerr. ^ t<> think, that her \ic'*s -wkr-r 
tll-j- \\e:i;l \\\\\\ C .1- ::uts as \v:th the nat: r i' : 
t! '.! !;e ri.iliy L«»::tri-l!e:l the L«'*jrsc "f Ic^is!*: * 
^' ' :'v :.: \\\\\\ tl.e \.\rr. -^-t «^ra\ity ar.d i: - *: '. •* 
:: I : .! ■'.:: ::..:«!L:.t :r. i' nnetti^n ujih her 1- '» 
:. !'.'. r : I. I'A - : — 

' I * i I'' \. r.v, rr.i rv.e all the cM.!cr.r ** ! 
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ceadnajoos and ■uggestionB. I did so in the form 
of a prolamine of doctrine for my illuntrationt, some 
of which expoM the evils of the old »vMcm, while 
others pourtray the features of its proponed xucceuor. 
Uy document actually crossed in the ttrect was sent 
me by a Member of the Government detailing the 
head* of the new [Poor Law] Bill. I xai duwn to read 
it with no little emotion, and some apprehension : and 
the moment when, arriving at the end, I found that 
the Government Khcme and my own were identical, 
point by point, was one not to be easily forKOlten. 
I never wnHc anything with more glee than * The 
Hamlets* — the number in which the proposed reform 
ta cxcmplilied : and the »pint of the work earned me 
through the Rreal effort of wrilinR thai number and 
'Cinnamon and Pearls' in one month, — during a 
country visit in glorious summer weather." 

An authoress with Miss Martincau't view of ber 
influence and confidence in her genius wzs sure to 
wacc war with the critics. It mattered litilc whether 
it waa Tkt Ttmn or Tht QttarUrijt Utrirw, or some 
obscure organ of opinion ; if it found fault it was 
dcoouDced as ignorant, corrupt, malignant, and preju- 
dkcd. Her want of humour made her sec hostility 
where only a little banter was intended. It waa the 
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.s.inu m iiLi llt.llln;;^ with Sol id \. SiiL \va:::t : c.-rr*. 
1)«m1\ ti) iiMK'j the lust aiUaiiLi:^; an i ial:; m::^:. ::..< 
>\.iN iliiru, -LtMis l«» liavc htcn tlissatisticd. ar.-i t ■ :.*■. c 
(lir.i>u::..t.: the* *.««:Jial wtUtimc txtcndct! li he: as ^' 
attLiv.p: .it *• Ir i:!^::i.'* Htr k'rcat O'lr.pla::.: -i;-;xa: 
t«» li.iVL l)Lt:i tli.i*. pci'plc pcTsi^lfd in ri.;ar.;.;;^ ;.c: a 
.1 littr.iiv n.ici)rit\ ; and \tt th.it was htr \crv *..a.- 
ti» i:r::iA ::-:.. Si'.t \\i iiKi iikc ti» kn"W, she %*r;:ri 
uiitli'.t: i: : i.-a;*.*. ntcLs*«ai\ . in ^tr.ti»>us ar..; C :::. t.^' 
I',r. -i.i:. .. t:..il .11. \ ^lass Nhfuld ^uhn;it t<» h«^:: .: 
iiu'^; 1.: 'Lltiiv: ;ii. Its j>tLiiliar weak:. «.•>•*, :■ -rcrti ar. . 

IS t" i.-ive li:ii:aM |\iit:L^ ar.d a LciiSia'.i-i ^.^.u.:: 
ar.vi. 1 f.i'-. ^.::^.I;•. ii L^th uni:i.tci"us a;.vi ur.^ra:::- 
I i.i (:>•.;:•.:;■.*;■■:.«. i rr.tn aru! w-riur: ul. ■ % ^^:.: t: . 
.ii .;. ii:.l T.i. t • ! Miss .M.i:t;ixa-j a« a wurT.ur. -I ..c:.-* 

1 

Win I.:, a: : •• r.tvt-^Jt\ »•! UM-:lir;' ti- l::c:a:% ..v.-i 

to :: .^p', :;.t. j.i::;ts " hi:li:.i:.l ' It ;■* t,..;:c *cr:* . 

■ ■ ■ * * 
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ind io her boasted aelf-knowlcdge wu really ignorant 
of ■ cardinal wealmetis of her character. She writes 
that after her return from America she was invited to 
every kind of party at Lansdownc House — a concert, 
a state dinner, a friendly dinner party, a small evening 
party, and a ball ; and she, with the mistaken pride of 
ft Diogenes, declined them alL Why 7 She would go 
nowhere except where her actiuatntancc was sought, 
■a a lady, by ladies. Mr. Hallam told her, — what was 
true enough, — that Lady Lansdowne, being one of the 
Queen's ladies, and Lord Lansdowne, being a Cabinet 
Minister, could not make calls. If ao, she says, it 
made no difference in her disinclination to go, in a 
blne-atoclting way, to a house where she was not 
feally acquainted with anybody. Mr. Dallam thought 
her (the said) conceited and saucy; but she fell fihc 
must lake her own — very objectionable — methods ot 
pRScning her social independence. Independence ! 
why, it was the veriest arrogance I And how paltr>' a 
fccUng it was, after all ! Of course she was sought 
because her abilities had raised her above the crowd : 
■iwl she should have accepted the homage paid to her 
inteUectual power instead of insisting on being bntughi 
down to the level of ordinary womanhood. To us. her 
pride aecms to have been miserably misdirected. 

VOL. II. Z4 
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L«»nl Lansii'wnc, she adds, wniild r.»l C^vc thr 
riMltL-r up. I'liitimi^ that (icncral F«»x uas ;;!»ir.^ -r 
c\Liu:::4 lo a v;r. / of Nfiss Martincau\. he iR\::r: 
himself i«) liip.c with the (Itncral, in order to ace •"• 
par;y liim. Our political economist thought t"^ % 
s"!r.c\\!:ai iinpcrtinenl, while Mr. IlalUm rdjar^ici : 
as M\ 111 'P.i.wr. Aral we are disposed to think that Mr. 
Hallarn was ri^lil. 

A few scraps from her letters will he useful in w-^- 
ntcli'-n \\\\\\ these remarks. Thev arc all marked r. 
a \ery suptii'»r kii'.il of e;;olism ; — 

■ I t:i:-l tl::>. C<»rn-Law st<irv "Siwers r : 
K'. ij'.is' \\\\\ \.arrv me on farthtr. ard :! :: hc.;^ 
ti» • ;c:i c>ts ar. 1 s.»ftcn hearts on the trc rr.c r.i .* 
«;;:-. -ti- :: v. :::^:i :::\.'1vl^ rr^illinp.s ••!" Iixts an! ^.^ntur-.t* 
fl :::;;:".•--< <: ::i:si;rv, m\ bi:th !.tv will hj\e b<e~ 
\\l\\ j'tr.t ::. 'v :i'.::'..* i:p-rs it. '!".» maKC »,u::e s.ire. I 

*■-'• • • ••• • •^••ItltiiiJb ^''■••|>li»*»iib ^ ««■■■. -.4'* 

• ■ *■ » • 1 I 1 ••I , f* II*) •' jf #'.,. » »■«•«> .p. 

■^ • *' - !*' * ' •!••• LL*k.tl4i •...ti »»«L ^ ^-.. mm- 4k . • 

■ • • • !,••,•■ ••■ I f •■•••'■■•■•,•,■ V •' fc 

'^ ' • ■• .t..« ■■ .t..i Itl.lk •■-t '•'» i..^* 

t" ■ • . . : : t.v >..::::::.tr\. 1 aVa alv n^:c :::i' 

. :.•.:».;; •.■'.• -^r the cTr.-t; n 
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as pMsjble. Every page shall tell. How singular it 
the Eaculty of conception. That Yorkshire vale with 
it» people is become as perfect a real existence to me 
■ince yesterday morning as if I had lived there." . . . 

"Coleridge told me yesterday that he watches 
mmxioniJy [or my numbers from month to month. 
Can it be that I am paying him in any measure for 
what he has done for me ? " ... 

" Mr. Hallam has just been giving me a comfortable 
long call. I like him much, with all his contradic- 
tiousneu. Did I tell you how popular the whole 
•tory of V'andcrguct is ? i.;., Mrs. M. Wood, Mr. William 
Smith, Mr. Hallam. and many others, love ' Christian' 
to my heart's content. " . . . 

" What between the scoffing of the ' Quarterly ' 
and the Kcpiicism at the ' Edinburgh,' the httngry 
people are ill-fed. I hope a third Quarterly will some 
day arise, wherein ihc people may he i:rounded in 
the grand truth that faith in God — in His fKlNCtPl.l!S 
— ta inseparably connected with faith in man. This 
wQl aoon happen, now that circumManccs are 
us the utter helplessness of a system of 



" It waa a sort of compromise. The Chancellor 
[BrDngham] was there, but went away early. I waa 
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placL-d between the Chief Justice and Malthus. l> tn 
of Nvl;(.m were vcr>- talkative to me. What a line lawc 
Dcnman's is I ** . . , 

•• A nete from Lady Man* Shepherd this momir.^. 
to say slie would send the carriage for me bcl%*cf 
three and luur o'clock, which was dune. I ha\e l-i 
a \i'i:-^, pleasant confab, with Lord Ilenley, whvir. I 
like \eiy n.ueh. We had lunch, coffee, and rnu^h 
talk, — we two, Lady Mar)', and her daui;htcr. Tiic 
leal ( bjeLt if the inter>iew' evidently was to ur^e n:c 
to AmerJLa instead cf on the Continent, when the »cni 
is dtn.e.** . . . 

'* N- w the pl«n of my extraordinary life thicker^. 
dcaK t nether! I can f;ive you no idea of trc 
sviarv.Me uhiv^h is pnin^ on fur mc amon^ fjruc\, . 
\\ i.ai "-trLr^tli they must suppose in me while thr> 
b:::,; t!it*-c cunllietir.j; piir.ciples to bear upon ar-c * 
It \x u".d r. : be politic in the Radicals thus to pr- \c 
n'A i: :b.e\ ^i::! r.ut beiie\c I could stand it ; and th;. 
M*.*;.. •. r..! ::. re'peclir.^ me for my independence, a* 
tbe I«t:ls d^ ur.der all their sarcasms, and as the 
\\ hi^. di- .irr.idst all their rc;;ret for my * exalt ati^. r. 
il M:.!;n;tr.:.* ar.d wl.at nt't. Mr. Fox's mi\sj4*n shx 
icftrs ti» Wtiliam I'ux, the * rubltcola* of the \l'iiL\ 
VtsftiLii, a popular L'nit^irian lecturer, and plaliora 
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ontor] it to lead a party, and nobly he discharEes 
it. Mine it to keep aloof from party, to take my 
Mand upon scibkce, and declare its truthi>. leading 
it lo othcra to decide whether these be Tory, Whig, 
or Radical." 

In her 'Autobiography,' she write* : — 
" At one of Mr- Rogers's brcakfa&ts, I wa« sealed 
between him and his fncnd Milman, when the con- 
versation turned on some speci4d case (I forget what) 
of excessi%'c vanity. I was pitpng the person because, 
whatever flalter>- he obtained, there waa always some 
ccnaure ; and the smallcM censure, to the vain, out- 
weighs the largest amount of praise. Milman did not 
think 10, saying that the vain arc ver>- happy ; — 
* no people more apt at making themselvc% happy 
than the vainest ' ; — ' ihcy fcc-d upun their own praises, 
and dismiss the censure; and, having no heart, they 
are out of the way of trouble.' I made the obvious 
remark that if they have no heart they cannot be %xt>' 
happy. Jeffrey'* serioui assent lo this, and remark 
that it settled the question, discomposed Milman ex- 
Inmely. He set to work to butter his egg and 
dcTOur it without any reply, and did not speak fur 
aome time after. It was amusing that we l«o 
heretic* should be administering inatruction on moral* 
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to a Church dJKnitar}' of such eminence as a tkacrcd 
poet as the Dean of St. PauTs.'* 

As there was nothing; in Miss Martineau*ft vcn 
obNJMUs remark to disconcert so clear a thinker and 
acute a l(>;4ician as Dean Milman, wc must seek 
^()me otiier reason for his discomposure. And «c 
think it is to be found in his knouIedf;e that the 
clever \\(»man who was pityinj; so tenderly the sam. 
was l.erself a c(>nspi4;uous member of that tmt^bxu 
j^iKus! Miss Martincau was not altogether without 
heart. peii:.ips ; hut she was sufficiently happy in her la- 
te i led ual <.;;i'tism. Her sketches of her contemporaries 
ait \(.ry inteiestir.^' from this pi»int of view. She 
i.i\s hare th.eir faults and failings with UQSpann^ 
land : (ii-sects th.em with all the warmth of an cc 
ti;i.sKist : enlarj;cs on ail their weaknesses ; aivi 
e^piLiail) in tins une of vanity. How she condemns 
L.idv M« :,:an an.l Ladv Davy, Mrs. Austm and 
Mi .. J.iri.t N tn, because their ;;ross and palpable conceits 
r:. ;..:.: i.ti; t*. 1< wcr the p<»sitK>n and discredit the pui* 
s :;: > < : - ti.er w^men, while starMn^ out their own 
; vw. i^ ' Certairil) her %antty was not of the 
It was less tn\«>li.us. less a thing of snciai 
I- (. ,^: ! V..!:.:. I'.i:i in its \va\ ii was very real and op* 
I :<.'.>'■ ; ;t ditieztd tn (jualitv rather than in quantity. 
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We bold Ibat Miss Uutincau's cf^tm led her to 
what wftB, in a great measure, a miaapplication of her 
andouUcd powcn. She wrote tales of political ceo- 
Domy, partly because she was sincere in advocating 
the remedy nf the evils she saw around her, and 
partly because she liked to believe that she was 
moulding public npinion and inllucncing legislation. 
But we doubt vcr)' much whether, beyond quickening 
the interest o( the reading classes in economic ciuen- 
tioni, her fictions had any great effect. It was not her 
itof>' about the Com Laws that procured their repeal, 
m stimulated, or even strengthened the movement 
•gainst them. Her gcniust, had it not been expended 
in this direction, might have done some higher, purer, 
and more cndunng work. We are always dispOKd 
tci uy with Sara Coleridge:—" What a pity it is that, 
with all her knowledge of child*nature, »he should 
try to persuade herself and others that political eco- 
Domy is a fit and useful study for growing minds and 
limited capabilities I . . . This same political economy 
which quickens the aale of her works niw, will. I 
think, prove hca\-)- ballast for a vessel that is to sail 
down the stream of time." Would she not have 
4cMU better by leaching her readers to think high 
thenghta, to live nobly and i^ncrously and beroically ? 
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All these principles of pauperism, all these populaUon 
anfl cheap fi>o(l questions, she mi^ht well have left 
to tlie care of statesmen and the inquiries of practical 
reformers. For mankind at larf^c their benefit \\ 
ima^^'inary. The elevation of humanity mu&t be ac- 
complished by other and profoundcr aKcntie*. " The> 
arc not like religion, which may and mu%t mould 
the thoughts and acts of evcrj'-day life, the true ftpint 
of winch, therefore, cannot be too much studied and 
explained.** 

In iS;4 Miss Nfartineau started on a visit to the 
I'mttd Stales. She spent nearly tw.i \car» in tra- 
\ers:n:( the territories if the (Ircat Republic, and 
V. .1-. c\ery\vlR'rc received with an enthusiastic wti- 
I'-rv.L. KdiirrjiriL; to Mr.:;land in l>*j''. --he recordri 
I.'.: i:::::'. :■:•.•, ..f American si>cictv ana her vir«s 
«: A l:; ■.:: ::. :;t;;ti.'ris in lier ' S'*^:ct\ in America/ 
: ,;•. l.'.r * Kctiospecl ol \\t-tt:n 1 ra\cl.' 

1 . t. . ..Itlts.Iy just in the ir.a;p., are vufc- 

;:aise t-i sati!\ t\tr. the m^-sS 

.. iv. ; .ir: 1 .it ll:e tin'.c «f tiicir publica- 

:■....'.•.. ' ::.c :!:•• iir::.*:. n ^hivh hii 

• i : > tiic i;-. tl\ Kui s .T.cwhat vulvar 

: '<!: . li^il'^e. It t^ but 11^^:^, bo«ocr» 
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to commend the honesty with which the «vow» ber 
luiti-iUver>- opinions, which could not then be enan* 
ciated without exciting; the ani^cr even of the Northern 
States. It brought upon her no timall amount of 
mbusc and contumely ; many of those who had pre- 
Tiously received her with prufenud admiration joinin); 
In the outcry againiit her. 

Miss Martincau's literary activity wax incessant. In 
1S39 she publi^hcd ' Dcerbnwk,' her bc)>t novel, which 
will always be esteemed as a vigorous picture of 
English life. The tone is hi^h : and if the charactcn 
arc shadowy, the descriptions are verj' real, and the 
iotctrsl of the plot is deep* and wholcMme. John 
Sterling's criticism of it is brief but happy: — " It is," 
he says, " really very striking and parts of it arc very 
true and very beautiful. It is not so true or so 
thoroughly clear and harmoniuus amung delincatioas 
tA English middle-class gentility as Miss Austin's 
books, especially a» 'Fiidc and Prejudice,' which I 
think exquisite." 

We may quulc Miss MartiQcau*s (rank cnticikm 
<rfit:- 

" My own judgment of ' Dccrbruok ' w as for sums 
jrcars more favourable than it is now. The work was 
iaithful in principle and sentiment to the then state of 
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nu mind ; and tliat satisticd mc for a time. I shiruM 
n«'W require mcii: of myself if I were to atleir.p: a 
nn\cl — (which 1 shouhl ni)t do if I were sure of h\:r.i; 
anotliLi c}uaMti <•! a eentur}). I should require more 
Mmj liLit\, and a lar more objective character, — n.it v! 
dclirtai.»«n I'Ui (»1 ^themc. The laborious p*»njun% kA 
n cdiiaiK r.. (»btriidtd at inler>als, are wholly objev- 
ln»r.al II in m\ e\ts. Neither morally nor anist;call\ 
tan iI.L\ 1>L ju^iifad. I know the book to have been 
tiue ti> t!ie state <>f tl.ought and feeling I uas then ic, 
wI.kI. 1 n«»N\ K;^aul as imperfect and very far fros 
l*ft\. I I'cIitM it lt» ha\e been useful, not unh -n 
« \tiL(n;:n^ a pujudicc aj;ainst the use of middle-^la^% 
h'A. \:\ t'Llu :., I:ut m a m.-re special application to the 
('::^ci[ line ('f ten.^e: ; and therefore I am glad I wtoCc 
It . hut I c!<< ni ; think it \\(>uld Ik* fair to judge ine frco 
It. ..i.\ iatii :i .ii. ti:t t.mc in which it uas written." 
']} c L:.tK.'i:. ;s n (it characteristic than the bu^A ' 
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Whilb travelling on the Continent in the spring of 
l8i8, Miss Murtincau was seized with a dangerous 
tUnc«». By >low Mages Nhc relumed to EngUnd. 
where she settled down rear Ncwcasltc-upon-Tjiw, 
to be under the care of her brother-in-law. There 
abc resided for a. period of nearly &ix years. But she 
did not allow either sufTering of mind or body to inter* 
fere with her lilcraf)' work. She gave to the wutid 
her acvond novel, ' The Hour and the Man,' and com- 
posed that admirable t>cric& uf Lhildrcn's tales known 
by the i:cneral title of ' The Playfellow.' These four 
volumes, ' Settlers at Hume,' ' The I'tcnic,* ' Feats on 
the Fiord.* and ' The Crofton Ho>»,' show her at her 
my best. Thc>- arc full of &ne deKriptions. and the 
•tory is always lold with a vigour that tlags not from 
Ibe first page to the last. Her peculiar condition 
I another book that has won a well-merited 
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p»»pul.irily. * Life in the Sick-room.* While iJct:».icr: 
in the hope and consolation that the Chnstt^n ix:Xr. 
affords, it supplies much useful advice on the Ic%vcr 
modes of maintaining in circumstances of ph\\:<.Al 
trial and moral depression a cheerful and conlentci 
spirit. T<» derive from it the same benefit that M:%* 
Martine tu did from the reflections it embodies, the 
reader would rxe(!, however, to possess her intellectual 
complacency : and at such a cost the advantage mc-Ii 
he dearly pur*.hased. Still, it is well worth rcadir^, 
ar.d its s;:L:^'.N:ii»ns may be accepted by a C'hr;s:;^r. 
wlxr. elev.it'jil ar.d p;:rit;ed by his belief in the i^. c 

of (i.sl. 

l:\ C'r.iMi K hir.s-r.'s I)iar>" occur a couple ^: 
i:::L :«.•'!::.:: .!!'.: :'::s t'» it. The t:rst is a ^--ta!:.- 
:: "•. .1 ;ttl'. : .. liif-ed t ■ the d'.ariNt bv \Vordswcr:l'.'\ 

*• [:.<> — i:; ::.•. K> i.illit'. . — Nfr. \VnrJsuo::h. Mr». 

\\ : : A :t:'. '.: ! Mi-s I t r.wiLk— ha\e beer. q. re 

.'. •: . :. . •• .!::. ..:: I ::; :r:Kted bv the In\A..:- 

,-.:•. : ■'■•. 1 ;. ^f< \ ':, uh"ktp: h;s secret -is 

! .: .; \'-' :: .*:: ir.;::: I ,t % ^\, f*-: all :'^:^ 

.'.'... .::;: .i tL\v parses \*c:c rcai. *^t 

•- : ■ •. M.' ■» Man:::cau\ pr-d'-^V r. 

..'.'.: : ..: \- .: kr.ew ail about it. 
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caoicd it to be leot hither. In some of iti moit 
eloquent parti it stops short of their wishes and expec- 
taikint : but they all agree that it is a rart book, doinR 
honour to the head and heart of your able and in- 
teresting friend- Mr. Wordsworth praised it with 
marc unreserve — I may say, with more tamfitntsi — 
than is usual with him- The serene and hea\-cnly- 
oiinded Miss Fenwick was prodigal of her admiratidn. 
But Mrs. Wordsworth's was the crowning praise. 
She said — and you know how she would uy it— 'I 
with I had read exactly such a book as that years 
afol' ... 'It is a stnwme and touching scries 
of meditations by an invalid, nut kick in mind or 
hcmn." 

As for Mr. Crabb Robinson himself, he i»yi : — 
" Miss Martincau has publivhcd anonymously a 
most admirable book, ' Life in the Sick Koora.' It 
unfolds the feelings of those who are condemned to a 
long seclusion from the world by sKknc»." 

The disease under which she laboured had been 
pronounced incurable by the most eminent medical 
BKS- As a last resort, and at the urgent request o( 
the late Lord Lytton and Mr. Basil Montagu, she 
wu induced to put herself under the treatment 
«t Hr. Spencer Hall, who was then practiaiog 
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Mesmerism with considerable success. Il sc«r^% 
to us that there was much in Miss Mamnca. « 
mental i.linsyncrasy to render her a suitable %•^.*^• 
jeLt f«>r mesmeiic experiences. However this ir*. 
!)e, sl'.e rccn\ere(l undrr Mr. Spencer Hall's care, a* i 
was enabled l«) enj^y ten years more of health ar : 
aLiivity. The (articulars of her recover^' are pver. 
in her 'Letters on Mesmerism;' but the>' mill r- i 
help tile rea'Ier t'> any accurate comprehensi3n of th^ 
ph.er.Mmena in\"lved. He must take the fact as h? 
hr.ds it. As a .general remedy mesmerism has c -• 
NpAU' u^iy f.tik i : in th.is particular case it emirert".) 
N;:,.*.ve(ied. Th.e l '•:'.». I uspin seems obvious that ": 
M:s Ma:lir:e,tii's r.er\'ii:s s\stem was founi a.T ;.-.- 
t!' :::;.. Me '»;<-.'.:»:.; wJii^h brou:;ht it under the abv:!-!c 



:.t: . '1 t::'. t.pr.ral'-r. 
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^! ::!y i.i\\: her rts:or.itn>n to health, she rrifc 
.■.::.!.•.:..' t Mr. .\tkins"n, a ** ph:I.>v-.pr. . iI 
::.• !. " :• : ; ' • .;• !. r ratJ.er drifted, into in ultra- 
! :. . :• !. v.:::.;: was Lhar.ictcri%eJ b\ :h-i". 



t 



. ' : ■. '>:: wJiuh we have alrn^. 
\ ! ■ :■ ; • I'.r.^e ms'jcd bctwccr. t: r 

r'-.tttrt ! .inc an'»thcr m a \tr\ 
••.:.•.:, c'-n^^raluUtin,; lhcn>. 
:;.::■:::> t» the traditions that 
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daxxicd tbe foUowen of Christ, and their freedom rrom 
all superstitions as to creation and future existctice. 
This correspondence was given to the world in (851 
under the title of ' Letters on the Liws of Man's 
Nature and Development.* In this disagreeable 
volume nothing is more striking than the coaiseness 
and inferiority of Mr. Atkinson's share; and the 
reader is unable to understand how a woman of Misa 
llartineau's undoubted mental calibre could have found 
in him an oracle or a guide. As to its speculations, they 
mrc vague and even incoherent ; and the best friends 
of Misi Martineau must wish it had nevxr been 
written. It not only shocked the public, but it 
crvded an impassable barrier between herself and 
many of her kindred and fricnil\. She sa)-^, indeed, 
that her ^tnmnt friends did not Lhanijc. itnd that the 
other>. failing such a test, were nothing to her; but 
Ukmc who still continued on terms of intimacy be* 
longed to the same materialiilic or transcendental 
■cbool, or else were utterly indifferent to relij^ous 
consideration a. 

It is pleasant to turn to a more agreeable subject. 
On bcr recover)- of health Mi»« Martineau settled at 
Ambleside, in the neigfabourhiMxl of \\*onls-.Yorth. 
Here she built herself a comfuruble bouse, with 
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|M»uIir\-\aul, pi;:;;ci\, ar.d tow-shcd ; niana«:ir.^ her 
Iiou^cIk'M with a skill that iMi)Vi>kc(i the admirj*.. r. 
ot Mrs. \\ « iihwuith : <»ccup\in;^ herself in j'r2.!..il 
sel.cnus ii'i iht Ijtr.tlU ol her ne»;;hb' urv ; ikv.i :r. 
all ti.ir.;^^ shown.:; iuistlt the knu!l\ -nature:!. 2.!:vc. 
liiill.lul. jU'l. ar.i! m.isitilul womar. thai she w^s 

I:; ll;c .ii::ur::n v\ 1*^43 she puMishfil her * I' •;?>: 
ar.'i ( i:iir.L-L.i\^ laU^ : ' and in the !'ii!i»u:n,; jej: 
sht \r.\v\\: ,1 ;t;::r'.t\ t«» I lit liast. which led ti f ? 
ci'i:.; » ^i:i':: .a\^ i'uli:*..ilH'n c.f * Ii.astern L::c. I'i^: 
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luit v.i!! .:/.s.i\ ^ K i<'j'i;lar. even With :}:■ ISC w:. 1:* 

r.' : jM|".tn..l :•• .n.».tj-l Us jl::l<»sup;;:cal "^pt^^-lat. r\ 
Aiv : ii:.:: i« Mi . C :..ij rv.an, •' it harr:- r.:.-c^ w:.a: * 
{ I :.:..!. :11l 11: lJ:t ! ..: :.iill:s il 1".^'\ pt. S:r*..i:. lal^st.r.r. 

«ir • ^^'ti'i.ii iti. •**'«•<' W'l i,\\ till, rt.iLiii !'«i.is • \ TT . *A« 
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to the bcatCD track of Eastern travel and researcbea ; 
that its author has put spirit into the dry bones of 
Champollton, Wilkinson, and Lane. 

It n difficult for the biographer to keep pace with 
the intellectual activity of this remarkable woman. 
Her work on ' Eastern Travel ' was followed in 
1849-50 by her ' Hintory of En^jland during the 
Thiny Ye^ffc' Peace,* which is nut less conapicuous 
for the impanialiiy of its tone ttian for the clearness 
of its narrative ; and this again by her ' Intro- 
dnction to the History of the Peace, from iSoo to 
1813-* In 1853 she produced a careful English 
condensation of Comte's Po&itive Philowphy. McaiH 
time, she was a constant contributor to the Daily 
Snmt, for which bhe wrote in all 1600 articles, and these 
are, perhaps, the roost striking proof of her many- 
sided ability, robust good Mnsc, and literary altill. 
In the early volumes of HottukiAd Wordi many of the 
best papers are from her practical and always vigorous 
pen I and ber secession from that journal was on- 
qnealionably a blow to its prosperity and influence. 
It was due to the rejection by the editors of a talc 
in which she had represented ['The Missionary'] 
a Jctuit as an intelligent and benevolent man ; 
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I had never before felt ao dJspoted to mike popniarly 
koown all hi»t(irical facts in their favour. I hope I need 
not add that the editors never for a moment suppnaed 
thai my rcmonstrxncc had any connexion with the 
stor>'in <]ue^tiun bcin;; written by mc. They knew me 
loo well to liuppose that such a trifle as my penional 
■BIcrest in the acceptance or rejection of the atory 
had anj-thinc to do with my final declaration that my 
eoofidcnce and comfort in ref;ard to ' HouMhoId 
Words' were (;one, and that I could never a^atn write 
fiction for them, mir anything in which principle or 
fecUi^ were concetned." 

Tfaia incident was as honourable to W\s\ Marti- 
ocao's sense of justice as it was discreditable to 
the bigotr)' or commercial spirit of the con-luctors of 
HamukoU W^rdi. As a judicious critic writes, Khe 
had a real UrRcncH of heart and liberality of mind, 
and probably would have been one of the very few 
capable of genuine toleration. And it would be 
hardly fair to say that this toleration was partly 
diM to her convtct>'.>n that alt creeds were e<iuaUy 
aifltafcen. 



In the midst of all her activity she was suddenly 
■tmck down by disease of the heart, and her docton 
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Maincd h« r l'» jrcpart* ti»r deaih at any momcr.t >; i 
receive.! the w.irnir.;; with the utmost compi)>urc, a-i 
proLeciieil l'» write and j'lint the autobin^raph) . :^ 
whi^h we l'.a\e been si» Iar^;ely indchtcil. She l:\ci, 
houever. tt»r twenlv \ears l«in;:er. The s\\ . rd ^-t 
continually »^i:Npi:nded dver her head ; hut her chcrr- 
tulncssar.d j.iti'.r.ce never j^avc way. and she ci»n:ir.;;c i 
tii entertain ht r tri-nds and admirers. Im cherish all r.cr 
oKl interest :n p-.:ljlic hie, and. uhcn her hcallh ;■«:• 
mittcd. to lu:sy herseit' in literary- labour. «:th i 
heroism w!: :».!:. il:iii;:h not anim.it id b\ Chr:*t:A: 
hopf. it is :ir.; is-iiil-j T:»t t-* admire. W r:.i >> - ; 
re!w:^rtl;e '^x n^: .itl'.v uiji^is Mr. Mattb.cw Ar:. I.: : -i 
expiLS'-Ld i:: 1:;. t!i' ;;;tnt \ersf "- - 
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"Tlira,0 Dcuh, on lilt rile. 

Turn oo th« fooUth tb« itrokc 
Hanijini; now uVr a he^d 
Aciive, beneficent, jnire ' 
Oul if tti« prayer be in vain. 
But if the tiroke mu»i bll. 
Her ■hotn wc cannot tavc, 
Wlui might we lay to contolc ? 

" M)Tilc anil tme At the TOt>nc> 
Lautel and oak the mature, 
Wvate affertiont fui ihotc 
Have run iheir nrtlc and left 
Space for ihinKi fai from ihemKhTt, 
Thoughif of the K'ocral weal. 
Country and public cam ; 
INibltc care* which axnt 
ScMom and faintly th« depth 
Of jouDyer paaMonatc aonlt, 
I'lunjied in ihemMlvn, »bo demand 
Onlr to hire by th« hcan. 
Only to love, and be lotcd." 



Among her lilctt works we may mention a brief 
Ifcatite on Ihc ' Factory Controverv)-,' 1835; a ' Hia* 
lory of the American Compromiae,* 1856; a brilliant 
luatorkal tkcich of * Briliah Rule in lodia ' ; 
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' I;n;^la:ul and her Soldiers'; ' Health* Ilandiwri". 
and HuNl)andrv * ; and * n»>UNchf»Id I'^ducati-r..* !■ 
these. tiN in all her writ in;: s. slic was always *>:^ trt 
side ni \\h.ale\er was praclicai, liberal, and just V 
«»flci «'l :i pension, which had been made bv L *' 
Melli« ;nne ciiiiin^ h.er first ilhicss, was renewed " 
Mr. duiiNt. i;e in 1>7J. It was respeclfuily decl.r.^ : 
OP. tl;e i;:i';:r.d th.at h.er literary exertions had »ev-rc: 
liei .t IT;, de^^t jr.dependence. 



'lh«'i;^:» !«-riL; i:::ahle t'» Iea\e her two r'Nims ir. :. r 
picluie^ .i;t!\ ^i:;;ated ij-'tti^-j at AnriSlcsiJc. • ? 
\SciN L- :.t::.L i :•• •:■.'.• : ■: a :':::;;^'M .-nU ; and : r 
a:. 1 t::^ "-t :. tl:"i:.:)i u;::; ir.wreasinj; d:t!:wu!t>. ! 
\MtI.::: .i !l\\ ila\ s «f !l;e end. Her hit jjraphcr r. •'% 
1 1;..: ';.(. N', ;! i;er ln'jst;: '!-.l h ip. -., and supcnr.ter Jr : 
ti.L iv..i:..t..'. ::.e::t •? ::tr ;-.ous«.h'iid, li> the lait , *" : 
i!. V v.: \\;i:tei 1:7 :: iit; sa\ ::-..it through her Ia'.c*: 
i • ^i.t. jre^e:\t.! :!:•: i^t::;.*! ar.d playful terr;-r' 
V.;.:.!. ! .1 : ht*.:. .it::.iw!.\e :n her earlier l;r r. 

1*.. ■ ! ;• : rv.Lr.t.i! .i:..: hi'd:!v condition ».' ? 

; .-. ::.f: ::.!' tie ^hadow are afforded :n :*: 
.•:•• V.*;...:-. 'it: w: !'. . :jst Ki-tc her death, tu :.cr 
I :•:•.:.:..; . ::• ; r.ie:.: . M:s Liiaprr.an ar*i M*. 
A'f..: :. .— 
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" Dearest friend," the writes to the former, on the 

1 7th of Maj, 1876, " I am vtry ill . . . The difficulty 
and diktrcts to mc are the Mate of the heatl. I will 
only add that the condition srowt daily worse, «i that I 
am scarcely able to converse or tcad. and the cramp in 
the hands makes writing difficult or impouible; m 
1 must tr>' to be conteni with the few lines I can send, 
till the few days become none. We believe that time 
to be near ; and we shall not attempt to deceive yoa 
about it. My brain fceU under the constant sense of 
being KOf itytflf, and the introduction of thi» new fear 
into my daily life makes each day sufficiently trying 
to justify' the longing for death which grows upon me 
more and more. I feci sure of j'our sympathy about 
this. You enter into my lont;ing fur rest, I am certain : 
and when you hear, si>me day soon, thai I have sunk 
into my long sleep, you will feel it at the removal nf a 
care, and as a relief on my account." 

This is sad indeed ; but what follows 11 udder. 
She u writtog to Mr. Atkmson, May 19th :— 

"I hare no cares or troubles beyond the Utdily 
uneasiness (which, however, I don't denj to be an 
evil). I cannoi think of any future as at all probable, 
except ' the annihilation ' from which some people 
recoil with so much horror. 1 6od myself here in the 
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universe, — I know not how, whence, or whv. I %ct 
cverylhinij in the universe k^i out and disappear, and 
I sec no reason for supposing; that it is not an actual 
.ip.il entire death. And for my |iart, I have no objo:- 
ti'»nto sueh an exlinctit)n, I well remembcrthe pa&\:or 
Willi wh.ich \V. E. Forster said tt) me, 'I had rather 
hv d.imiud than annihilated.' If he once felt r.\t 
iriinutcs' damnati-m. lie w^uld be thankful for cx::r.w 
li»n in preference. Tlie truth is. I tare httle a^ ;j! 
It ip.y way. Nnw that the event draws near, and that 
I N'jf h.'>w fully my h"i>cl:"Id expect my death pretf. 
s. -r.. il'.c ur.iversL" -'Per'-s ^o w.ii-jiv he! irc mv view. A"i 
I -jc tl.f nl ! n -t: :: . i-: iie:itJ; .ir.d scenes t» f I; ** ! 

^• - ' rr.'jrelv hum.i::. • i:nr ^>:Mc t • be tn;e. ^ r.e r. 

.:!.i:'.cts tl:r't;u-:i :!;- :.ir. :v ■ i" N.;tr.^e. — that I vc? 

• •:■.:": I ' h'j !»::f l)::t ! ■ w.i;:. with 'jt tear or h ;k 

1 * ' ■ ' ■ • 

•.'. ' ' * » •.»•*.,.■ t \ »■,••,■ •■ , p..' njip I a^v 'V^ • 

• 1 •■,»# •• .• K,m* •••■. '■ ,l" a**V V*A*#« ! 
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Jiarrtit Alaritntau. 393 

It would be uncharitable to criticize too Mverely 
the moribund utterances of a woman in Harriet Mar- 
tincao's physical condition. But we may well a»k 
why, apart from all reference to the Christian Revela- 
tiot), " the old notions of death and scenes to follow " 
abould be " so merely human " anymore than her own 
cherished theory of annihilation ? And when >he 
admits that we have but a glimpse of the universe and 
the life it contains, why khould she not accept the 
pomhUitf of a future life as part of the scheme of that 
oniverM? We find it difficult to enter into the mental 
•eU-satitfaclion which could regard extinction with 
auch real lor profess^cd) indifference. It is certainly a 
curious psycholnijical trait that a woman of m much in- 
tellectual resllesMic«s and energ>' should have actually 
desired an entire ccusation of thought and imagination 
and fancy. That a mind so quick and pregnant should 
yeant after a state in which that mind would cease to 
be, implies a singular contradiction. There are many 
without the Christian's faith who cherish ncvertheksi. 
the Christian's hope : and such seem to ui happier and 
wiser than the advocates of the miserable creed of 
Agnosticism. A miserable crccH in \'cry truth ; a creed 
without a Divine Father, without a I'ersonal Saviour, 
without the coosoling and purifyins influeoce of a Holy 

vol. II. 26 
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Spiiit ! A iici ! without tlK* p:«imisc '.f an clcrr.v. 
<tf li vt ! I Iiis IS Harriet Martinciu's •' laM of ihc rr.y. 
thi-Im^ic'^ *' : l-'.l had she kr.wwn il in all its fulnrss. : ai 
slit apjMt^i.tUii :l in all its beauty, !mj1 she aM.cr!j:-ti 
il \\\ \x\\ i:^ l:ii:!:. Imwmuch hii^-her w. all ha\c bet' ' tz 
star.daiii, it.I i; »'.v much m<«re preLi<^us alr^a^.)^ .: 
lia\L l.et:: ti.'. <.\.i:nple cf her \\\v * 

" Th.e V ' i! 1 a-^ it In." she wriie>. " is j;r<>wir.:; v --■ 
wliat Ui::; ': •: :l :nv eves; hut ihv w »riJ as ;l \s \ '^ 

9 m 

looks i i-.^i.i'. : t'.'rv (lav." UriL'hter it wiil assjretii*. <■ 
t«>n:t : )■..::.!•> tr^r- :i;:h that " \a^\ •'! the rr.\t:*.' ! ^r •" 
>%hi^Ii M.ii::', t M.i:!:r.ca:i neve: ;:nrier •!• -d. \ \l\ " 
<>-.:t u!::^i. • ;.i v. •:.!! ne\iT havi le'.:: \\\ j^\ ^\k. - 
()::. tl:t \W ■ : :: tl.it in the s'^l.Iir'.itv • : ;:cr :r!t 

ti * • ' f ■ ■ ■ • ■ • ■ • • ■ •' »■ » v #■ r ►• • • r*^ Ti'i • l'ir.»*t •. •^ ^-^r •** 

1 r .:!: ' \'\ ■};'-■ ^ -.I'.d n"l e->.aje wh-^i;. !: 'r 
ir.r:..?.: ^.•. . H'.: tti.iL.il '>\ ^:em w.is that wh:^h C'*. - 

: . ::. 1 iv J '• s:l>!e lit: \cr\ .isp:ra'.. - •■ - 
■ :' *.: ■- :,i.v . :■ : ir.e ;^« ' J « 1 he: :c. 

• •■•. • •li.a ••%>• •(■ ••••la-, ■■••« ••^^•^ Aa^A 

■ I ■ 

.. ;.:.:: :: i l ■;. 1 r.'-xc: ::.i-. c f".'". . 
•\, M.i:: i..i- r: tn h.:*h aS ^c ". • 
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vaaity, he would fain ignore tbe Divine Ladder which 
enabled him to ascend. 

tlarrict Martineau died on the 37th of June, 1S76. 
af;ed 74 : and sleeps with her kindred in Ibc old 
ccmelcr>- at Birminuham. 



